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Summary of recommendations.

10 Action points for the Scottish Parliament

1. The Parliament and Scottish Executive should demonstrate committed leadership.
Priority should be given by the Parliament to put sustainable development at the heart of its policy making, to ensure the social inclusion of all Scots, to ensure economic vitality and environmental responsibility. 
2. Set up a “Sustainable Development Commission”.
The Scottish Executive should set up a statutory organisation to focus sustainable development activity, and which would work with a wide range of partners in the private, voluntary and public sectors.

3. Establish a public debate on sustainable development. 

The Scottish Executive should initiate a “raising the debate” strategy, bringing to the table business leaders, representatives of local government, NGOs and academics. The strategy should also draw in the media and ensure that the wider community knew about successes and experiments. 

4. Put sustainable development at the heart of education, and education at the heart of sustainable development
The Scottish Executive should ensure that education in all its manifestations – formal and informal, and for all sectors and ages – is incorporated in all policies. Equally, sustainable development should be embedded into the education system.

5. Be part of the international dimension of sustainable development

Scotland should contribute to thinking and activities that go well beyond its own boundaries. Decisions made in Scotland on natural resource use have an impact on the life and environment of other communities in all parts of the world.
6. Set sustainability aims, objectives, targets and timescales 

Sustainable development indicators should become as regular a part of public monitoring information as the unemployment figures. 

7. Take a pro-active approach to the sustainability of construction and the built environment, 

The Scottish Executive should make a significant difference to the health of the nation, to energy savings and fuel poverty by requiring energy ratings for all Scottish homes and businesses within a 10-year period. 

8. Establish priority areas for action 

The Scottish Executive should identify early action programmes that would improve sustainability in both geographical and policy areas.

9. Strengthen the role of the planning system in delivering national and local sustainable development 
The Scottish Executive should build on the sound foundations for sustainable development offered by the National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) system, which should be consistently applied. 

10. Support innovation in sustainable development. 

The Scottish Executive, in conjunction with the voluntary and private sectors, should encourage new ideas and experiments in sustainable development that could lead to mainstream implementation.

Chairman’s Introduction 

This is the final report of the Secretary of State for Scotland's Advisory Group on Sustainable Development.  When I was invited to take over chairmanship of the Group, in June 1998, the Minister for Agriculture, the Environment and Fisheries, Lord Sewel, gave us a single task. In my letter of appointment Lord Sewel said "Sustainable development must be kept to the fore in the preparations for a Scottish Parliament and I should be grateful if the Group would take this as its priority for the next year. I suggest that this should be achieved by way of a report, for publication in the New Year, on the issues, priorities and structures needed to keep up the momentum now so evident in Scotland." 

The temptation in a report prepared by practitioners in any field is to produce a document which is lengthy, comprehensive, even encyclopaedic.  We have decided that it is not appropriate to produce a report of this type. Our main audience, the Members of the Scottish Parliament, will have limited time to devote to many issues early in their parliamentary careers.  We have produced a report that is brief and homes in on the main issues confronting the creation of a sustainable Scotland.  In writing our report we have had regard to the wide range of issues upon which the Group has previously given advice to the Secretary of State.

We have set out our report in 4 main sections.

•
We believe it vital to set the vision for a sustainable Scotland in 2030.  When we think back 30 years to what the world was like in 1970 and the substantial changes which have taken place since then, we believe this to be an important starting point. We have therefore looked forward 30 years and realised that the pace of change will inevitably increase over that period.

•
We examine what needs to be done to move towards a more sustainable Scotland and the important changes which need to be made to decision making structures and attitudes to ensure that progress is made.

•
We draw on some of the specific work already undertaken by the Group on transport and energy and use these as examples to show both action which is already being taken and action which is required.

•
We set out an Action Plan for the Scottish Parliament which we strongly believe requires to be implemented if we are to reach the goal under which this document is titled  - "Scotland The Sustainable".

It is important that we mention the particular case of Education because of its vital role in changing people's understanding, attitudes and behaviour.  Early in the life of the Advisory Group, Ministers set up a separate Sub-Group - the Education for Sustainable Development Group.  We make reference to the work carried out by this Group in our report but we strongly believe that this is a sufficiently important topic, in its own right, that its full report should be published.

Finally, it falls to me to thank the many people who have made this report possible.  The Members of the Advisory Group have given unstintingly of their time in preparing this report.  My predecessor, Sir Charles Fraser, was responsible for chairing the Group during the period in which wide-ranging advice was given to Government Ministers, with sterling support from Bill Fearnley as the Secretary.  Our current Secretary, Raymond Young, has worked tirelessly to capture the ideas of the Group in this report.  Lastly, but by no means least, I must pay tribute to the contribution made by our advisers, particularly Tim Birley, and by Geoff Pearson and his colleagues from The Scottish Office.

John Markland, CBE

1 Is this a vision of the Scotland you want for 2030?

A Scotland of communities (both geographic and interests):

· safeguarding for future generations the health of its environment, both local and international 

· addressing equity and social inclusion, 

· ensuring the economic well being of all its people 

A Scotland whose citizens:

· share a vision and values for the future

· are part of a healthy, involved and content society

· view wealth creation as a fundamental driver

· understand the local and global interrelationship between their economic activity, their social connections and the environment in which they live. 

· regard life long learning as normal

· have life styles in which people and environment are valued; with a raised sense of self worth; and emphases on relationships and understanding

· are educated consumers demanding quality and sustainability rather than relying on regulation.

A Scotland where the management of resources:

· promotes intellectual skills of self reliance and encourages enterprise 

· harnesses diverse energy resources, including renewable sources, such as wind and water

· uses communications and transport sensibly and responsibly

· is carried out responsibly, particularly where finite resources are concerned – the land and marine environments 

· consumes only of its fair share of  the world’s resources

This is a Scotland that places sustainable development at its heart. It is important to recognise that this vision is both attainable and crucial to Scotland’s future. If the alternative of social, economic and environmental decline is to be avoided, there is a need for some radical rethinking about the way in which Scotland operates as a society. This report suggests some initial steps that the Scottish Parliament might take. 

2.  If Sustainable Development is so sensible, why is not more happening?

We start from the position that there is already a momentum. The Government has recently published “Down to Earth” - a review of progress made to date, not only by government departments and agencies, but by businesses, communities, non-government agencies and voluntary bodies. 

So why is not more happening? The principles of sustainable development have to be adopted as the basis of policy. We need to change attitudes, and we need to look to government to create the right environment and the necessary structures that allow those changes to take place. The new Parliament is an opportunity that must not be missed.

There are a number of factors, many to do with attitudes, some with structures that will have to be overcome. Some key ones are listed below:

Attitudes

· The principles of sustainable development are not widely understood by the population at large; indeed the term “sustainable development” is a turn off for many people. Government agencies charged with sustainability and lobby groups have not yet convinced the public or the decision-makers that sustainable development is a real issue. There is confusion about what it means - different people have different definitions of sustainable development.

· Sustainable development, even when understood, is not taken seriously – for example, either we do not wish to believe all the warnings about global warming, or just bury our heads in the sand. It is too inconvenient – old habits are not easy to break. Even if we could use public transport, we take the car. There is a feeling that individual action will not make a difference, “If I take the bus, someone else will use my car space”

· There are perceptions that sustainable development will cost too much; that “it can’t be done”; that decision makers are inevitably caught up in the problems of today with little incentive or opportunity to plan for the longer term; and that Scots are less concerned with environment and society than with economic development. There is a belief in some parts of industry that sustainable development is an initiative too far, that it would reduce their competitiveness. Some people consider sustainable development unsuitable for small and medium size enterprises – they argue that only the big companies have the resources to handle the approach.

· It is also difficult to measure and compare. There are few sustainability targets accepted by Government. There is nothing like an official league table to tell us how Scotland ranks against other European countries. 
Structures

· Sustainable development is an issue that does not conform to traditional organisational structures; it is a so-called “cross cutting issue”. There are institutional blockages and sectoralism in all areas of our national life - in national and local government, in business and in the voluntary sector. Urban and rural regeneration involves a number of competing government bodies trying to work together without a unified budget.

· There is no part of corporate Scotland that fully integrates environmental, economic and cultural concerns. No official body has the responsibility for providing a simple guide to the issues, giving advice or disseminating best practice. 

· There are ingrained professional and business practices that are difficult to change and few incentives at personal, corporate or community level to support sustainable development.
· The power of regulation has its limitations; we do not have tough voluntary programmes of action. Moreover government (at all levels and in its various guises, eg government agencies) has not fully used the opportunities available to adapt its purchasing power to make a difference.
· Many people have difficulty in accessing decision-making structures. They are seen as remote, outdated and controlled by small groups.  
3.  What do we need to do?

Sustainable Development is not just about the environment.  Sustainable development is as much about maintaining and improving the quality of life for many Scots today and ensuring that all our grandchildren can be proud of their economic, social and environmental heritage. This is not the preserve only of those who are economically comfortable. It is a way of working that is equally applicable to urban regeneration as to rural conservation. It is as much about eliminating fuel poverty as it is about global warming. 

Whilst we regard the progress charted by “Down to Earth” as a beginning, we believe that there is a significant gap between where we are and the vision to which we aspire for Scotland. On many international indicators, Scotland does not compare favourably, particularly with some of our northern European neighbours. For example – we produce 50% more waste per household than in Norway. We recycle only 40% of our paper compared to 90% in the Netherlands. The scale of change needed is therefore large – but how much?

The Government is aiming for a reduction of CO2 emissions of 20% as our contribution to preventing climate change. Changes of a similar magnitude have to be contemplated for many of the resources that we use in our economy, if we are to achieve a balance of sustainable consumption and production. Materials like steel, copper and cement come from finite resources; others like wood and fish whilst renewable can be depleted beyond capacity to replenish. But the limit to our consumption is not that they are about to run out but that we over-consume our fair share. If third world countries are to be given the space to grow, to address their pressing social needs without unsustainable impacts on the environment then we need to reduce our demands.

Creating a Sustainable Scotland requires us to tackle the two main issues of

· changing people 

· creating appropriate structures

These two elements are interrelated – they do not stand-alone. The correct structures will help create attitudes; attitudes will determine how structures will develop.

Changed people and appropriate structures are the outputs. The process of achieving these outputs involves integrating:

· The widest possible range of interests – economic, environmental and social. It should include Government Departments and Agencies, other non-government agencies, the private sector and interest groups.

· Affected communities – who should be brought into policy development. They own the problem – they also have a right to own the solution. Concern for the wellbeing of existing communities and their successor generations has to be seen to be central to policy. Communities may of course be communities of interest as well as geographical ones.

· The elements of the debate - examining all of the environmental, social and economic issues. It may not be possible to get an agreed solution, but the options must be clear. Scotland needs to improve the level of accessible information and public understanding of the impact of policy.
We wish to explain this approach with reference to two key issues  - Transport and Energy - that would be regarded by most people as core issues in the sustainable development agenda. They are both issues on which the Advisory Group has given advice in the past. We could have chosen a number of other issues, in particular the other issues on which we have commented:

· The Fishing Industry

· Industry

· Economic Instruments

· Land Use Planning

Energy and Transport are themselves interrelated. They are also key components of everyone’s life in Scotland, of land use, of industry, and of economic instruments. Our brief analysis below identifies both how the approach would work and a list of priorities for the next few years.

Transport

Transport is a key issue for sustainable development. It affects us all and impacts on our economic, social and environmental concerns. It is a fundamental building block of our planning system. It is also a major crosscutting issue:

· Transport is fundamental to our individual quality of life: we need transport to be able to gain access to activities ranging from work to education to leisure pursuits;

· Transport is essential for the functioning of any economy: goods and people must move to enable trade and exchange to take place.

· Transport is a direct provider of jobs;

But

· Transport can contribute to ill health and cause death;

· Transport can impact on the environment in a wide range of possible ways.

Transport can mean anything from walking to flying.  The extent to which the benefits gained from transport can be maximised and the damaging effects minimised depends on how we manage the mix of transport modes and the factors that give rise to transport demand.  The way in which we are doing this currently is unsustainable:

· Land and energy are being used inefficiently;

· Congestion is damaging business efficiency and competitiveness,

· Air pollution and noise are damaging health;

· Still too many people are being killed or injured in road accidents,

· Increased traffic is creating a spiral of lack of exercise, poor health, car dependency and restricted community activity,

· Poor access to transport for certain groups in the community is excluding these groups from economic and social opportunities;

· Green land and biodiversity are under threat from transport.

The current situation is also unsustainable in economic terms.  Funding for public transport is inadequate and reducing.  At the same time the price paid for travel by road users is unrelated to the costs imposed on the community, giving rise to some of the unsustainable outcomes listed above.  Relating supply and demand more closely through new forms of charging would both generate essential funds for transport investment and ensure that this investment is directed into sustainable transport. There is growing support for additional road charges being directly used to improve public transport, walking and cycling.

To a significant extent, the Government has recognised these key interconnections between policy areas.  It can be no accident that the Government's White Paper "Travel Choices for Scotland", published in July 1998, has integration and sustainability as a recurring theme, in common with its UK wide counterpart "The New Deal for Transport: Better for Everyone".

The Scottish Parliament has an opportunity to look at transport policy with a clean sheet of paper.  The matters reserved to the UK Parliament in relation to terrestrial transport are principally matters of regulation and not of transport policy.

This gives the Parliament a considerable responsibility and challenge.  Hard decisions will have to be taken if the current trends are to be addressed.  Yet if these matters are not tackled the consequences for the Scottish economy, environment and quality of life could be devastating.  The Parliament will be able to take comfort from the consultations undertaken by government on the White Papers, market research surveys, business surveys and travel awareness initiatives, which have all shown increasing understanding of the issues, and pressure for change.

The way in which the Parliament will need to tackle this issue therefore fits well with the framework developed earlier:

· The widest possible range of interests.
· Affected communities 
· The elements of the debate.

Applied to transport this would mean:

· Transport is dealt with as a cross-sectoral issue - involving government departments responsible for economic development, social inclusion, health and environmental matters.  These would include energy and climate change.  Transport industry representatives and users would join them.

· Transport strategies for appropriate groupings of local authority areas would be prepared jointly, involving also business, transport industry and user interests', these would be prepared alongside land use and energy strategies.

· Decision-making would be based on a level playing field between different forms of transport, incorporating all impacts. Hidden costs such as congestion and pollution costs imposed by car drivers in congested urban areas, and hidden benefits such as health and environmental improvements from investment in cycling or public transport would all be incorporated. New forms of charging would be introduced to redress the cost anomaly and fund sustainable transport options.

· Locational policies would seek to reduce the need for resource intensive movement and should favour public rather than private transport.  Land use projects with major transport requirements (including hospitals, industrial complexes, retail and leisure sites) would be subject to sustainability audits.

· The Government would set and monitor targets for pollution, noise levels and accident rates.  In order to break the perceived link between the economy and the quantity of transport, as has been achieved for energy, targets for reducing the "transport intensity" of the economy would be set.

· A series of educational initiatives would develop further the level of awareness and debate. 

Energy


Energy policy is a UK matter. On the face of it therefore there is little for the Scottish Parliament to do. However, many of the implementation instruments are devolved. The Scottish Parliament can therefore influence the UK Parliament while taking direct action. 

Action is required to tackle the emissions of greenhouse gases, which contribute to climate change. The UK Government commitments on energy efficiency and greenhouse gas abatement are substantial.  For instance:

· The Prime Minister, at the UN Earth Summit in June 1997, confirmed that the UK, by the year 2010, would reduce C02 emissions by 20% of their 1990 levels.

· The Home Energy Conservation Act (HECA) sets out the goal of achieving an improvement of 30% in energy efficiency in housing.

· The Madrid Protocol, which the UK has signed, states that 10% of electricity will be generated by renewable sources of energy by the year 2010.

Energy efficiency will be central to achieving sustainable development.  It is recognised that the major contributions to energy efficiency, to greenhouse gas abatement and ultimately to reducing overall energy consumption will come from the more efficient use of fuel and power in transport and buildings and the efficiency with which energy is generated and supplied to final users.

Within the electricity supply industry in Scotland there is currently approximately 100% over capacity in generating supply plant compared to present demand.  This discourages investment in alternative and more energy efficient and sustainable forms of supply. For example, nuclear plant represents 27% of the installed capacity within the system, but accounts for about 50% of the electricity generated because of the "must take" contracts.

800,000 households in Scotland suffer from fuel poverty. This is usually defined as the inability to afford to heat their homes adequately. The vast majority live in homes which are unheatable by anybody’s standard. They suffer from dampness and condensation, poor construction, low or non-existent insulation. There is a wide discrepancy in the concern for energy shown by businesses and public sector organisations.

In the wake of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution's Report, the UK Government has acknowledged the major role of transport in contributing to global warming. We dealt with transport earlier. In this section we focus on buildings and supply side improvements.

The Parliament’s responsibilities include:

· Energy efficiency guidance.

· The Scottish Renewables Obligation (SRO).

· Support for businesses.

· Housing, building control and policy and public buildings. 

· Policy on the work of local authorities and other public agencies.
Shifting energy onto a more sustainable basis is essentially a political issue, not a technical one.  The magnitude of change envisaged is substantial and will not be delivered by "business as usual" scenarios or minor amendments to them. It will require instead a proactive approach to tackle both supply and demand issues. Economic instruments will require to be used both as incentives and penalties, and substantial funds will have to be deployed and invested.

Applying this framework:

· The widest possible range of interests
· Affected communities 
· The elements of the debate.

to Energy would mean:

· Energy being dealt with as a cross-sectoral issue – involving a range of government departments. For example, the consequences of fuel poverty are experienced through a variety of problems including disproportionate expenditure on fuel, cold homes, health-related problems, condensation, dampness and mould growth and hypothermia.  

· Energy efficiency strategies requiring an integrated approach to demand management. Transport interests businesses and government agencies all need to be brought into the planning process.

· Priority being given to a domestic sector programme centred round the Home Energy Conservation Act. The core of any energy and sustainability policy should be to ensure warm, dry and affordable to heat homes for all. This would include a programme to energy label all the housing stock within a period of 10 years.

· Raising public and business awareness, leading to changed patterns of behaviour. Education underpins much of this, including programmes to provide energy advice and encouraging initiatives to inform the public about constraints on energy resources, use, costs and options.

· New investment contributing to minimising C02 emissions from fuel generation, whether through traditional thermal means of power generation or through renewables. The theoretical potential for renewables in Scotland is 10 times greater than all our existing generating capacity.  Despite the current over supply of conventional fuel, renewables are becoming increasingly competitive.

Both of these examples demonstrate that Sustainable Development is about integrating environmental, social and economic issues. While there is an urgency to our concerns, we are not saying that changes have got to happen overnight. A planned approach is preferred. It is about looking at issues globally, taking into account all aspects and acting locally, in manageable steps that move things in the right direction

4. What should the Scottish Parliament do?

While energy and transport are two key areas, and indicate priority actions, more detailed recommendations could be made. But individual actions, no matter how useful, need to take place within a broader strategic approach. It is that strategic approach to which we now turn and for which we look to the Scottish Parliament.

Our 10 Point Action Plan for the Scottish Parliament

We have 10 proposals for the way forward; these are set out in line with our remit: priority, structures and issues:

Priority 

1. The Parliament and Scottish Executive should demonstrate committed leadership
Priority should be given by the Parliament to put sustainable development at the heart of its policy making, to ensure the social inclusion of all Scots, to ensure economic vitality and environmental responsibility. 

· A cross sectoral Committee should be established to look at sustainable development issues, as proposed in paragraph 14 of the report of the Consultative Steering Group on the Scottish Parliament “Shaping Scotland’s Parliament”. This Committee should also establish an expert panel from time to time, as suggested in paragraph 39 of the same report. 

· Bills should include a memorandum explaining their impact on sustainable development amongst other items. (Consultative Steering Group report, paragraph 3.5.7) 

· Members should introduce a voluntary equivalent to s121 of the Government of Wales Act, which requires the Assembly to produce a scheme to promote sustainable development in all its activities. The scheme has to be kept under review and formally reconsidered every four years.  

· The First Minister should recognise sustainable development as a major issue for the Scottish Executive.

· A senior Minister should become the sustainable development champion, and ensure that the principles are incorporated into policy.

· Each of the national agencies (eg Scottish Homes, the Enterprise Networks, Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage, and Scottish Higher Education Funding Council) should be required to include sustainable development strategies as part of their business plan processes.

· The Scottish Executive should use its ability to direct public resources to support sustainable development in local government and voluntary agencies.
Structures

2. Set up a “Sustainable Development Commission”
The Scottish Executive should set up a statutory organisation to focus sustainable development activity, which would work with a range of partners in the private, voluntary and public sectors. It would work closely with business interests, such as the Confederation of British Industry and Scottish Business in the Community.  In particular it would work with Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage, the Enterprise Networks, Scottish Homes and other government agencies charged with social, economic and environmental development. The Commission would therefore help the Parliament deliver sustainable development through a range of activities:

· Establishing baseline information and undertaking research on Scottish performance and international comparisons e.g. indicators of current resource, energy and land use, social inclusion and economic performance.

· Ensuring that advice is available to government agencies, local councils, business, planners, voluntary bodies and individuals through good practice guides and by supporting a network of advice centres, potentially based on the current Energy Advice Centres. This would include ensuring that training and education are playing key roles.

· Developing international links with other centres of excellence in Europe and elsewhere.

· Establishing a Sustainability Audit Group within the Commission to scrutinise Government policies and to estimate whether these policies are likely to move us closer to a Sustainable Scotland. The Group should publish an annual report on progress against the agreed benchmarks and indicators.

3. Establish a public debate on sustainable development. 

Scotland cannot wait until the present group of primary school pupils is in position of leadership. The Scottish Executive should initiate a “raising the debate” strategy, bringing to the table business leaders, representatives of local government, NGOs and academics. Wide consultation on this should involve organisations such as the Scottish Forum for Sustainable Development and similar networking bodies. The preferred option should be connected to the Parliament’s decision making process, giving advice to MSPs and their committees. The strategy should also draw in the media and ensure that the wider community knew about successes and experiments. 

4. Put sustainable development at the heart of education, and education at the heart of sustainable development
This should be education in all its manifestations – formal and informal, and for all sectors and ages of society. This includes MSPs. The Scottish Executive should ensure that:

· All policies and structures incorporate strategies to raise awareness about sustainable development and help people to change attitudes.

· The principles and objectives of sustainable development are embedded in all aspects of education.

The report of the Education for Sustainable Development Group sets out how these tasks should be pursued.

5. Be part of the international dimension of sustainable development

Scotland has much to learn about sustainable development from other parts of the United Kingdom and abroad. We have a contribution to make to thinking and activities that go well beyond our own boundaries. Decisions made in Scotland on natural resource use have an impact on the life and environment of other communities in all parts of the world.

Scotland cannot be insular. In the first place, the Parliament should ensure that Scotland continues to play its part in United Kingdom institutions and in Europe.  We must always be prepared to learn from others. Detailed research and examples of good practice come from sources as diverse as the World Business Council on Sustainable Development, the United Nations Environment Programme, and the Wuppertal Institute. 

Issues

6. Set sustainability aims, objectives, targets and timescales 

Without targets, it will be impossible to measure progress. The Scottish Executive should build on current local Agenda 21 activities, and convene forums involving industry and local authorities to define targets and to develop the fine detail for implementing the approach. It may be possible to have a voluntary approach, but legislation is likely to be required. Sustainable development indicators should become as regular a part of public monitoring information as the unemployment figures. 

7. Take a pro-active approach to the sustainability of construction and the built environment
The Scottish Executive can make a significant difference to the health of the nation, to energy savings and fuel poverty by requiring energy ratings for all Scottish homes and businesses within a 10-year period. This should involve vendor surveys, as proposed in England and Wales and operating effectively in European countries such as Denmark. Higher standards for housing construction would impact on new house prices by a very small amount, but lead to savings in fuel usage and running costs. It would have a major impact on improving individuals understanding of resource use and of thinking in longer rather than shorter term.

8. Establish priority areas for action 

The Scottish Executive should identify early action programmes that would improve sustainability in both geographical and policy areas, for example:

· Making sustainable development a key objective in urban regeneration programmes where economic, social and environmental benefits are to be realised in an integrated way. This would involve existing Urban Partnerships and Social Inclusion Partnerships bringing bodies with environmental responsibilities, such as SNH and SEPA, into what are currently predominately social and economic programmes. 

· Focusing resources on social inclusion programmes that empower disadvantaged people.

· Introducing legislation to take forward integrated transport proposals as set out in recent Government White Papers.

9. Strengthen the role of the planning system in delivering national and local sustainable development 
The planning system influences the location, form and extent of development. It should play a major role in community wellbeing, and in the protection and enhancement of all our natural resources, of habitats and biodiversity. Appropriate development is essential for job opportunities and for the economic and social renewal of communities. It is therefore an important means for local and central government to address sustainable development. The Scottish Executive should build on the sound foundations for sustainable development offered by the National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPG) system, which should be consistently applied. 

10. Support innovation in sustainable development. 

The Scottish Executive, in conjunction with the voluntary and private sectors, should encourage new ideas and experiments that could lead to mainstream implementation. Seed-corn grants, awards, evaluation and good practice would be part of this programme. This should concentrate on using local resources locally eg – local co-operatives; local energy generation serving local facilities, including combined heat and power and renewables; facilities to recover materials; the use of locally sourced building materials. The programme should require linkages to the local economy, to the local environment, and to local social structures.
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Tickertape or random boxes

· (for front page – with the diagram) “Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs”, Brundtland Commission
· The gap in death rates between the most and least affluent has widened in the last twenty years. Evidence suggests that death rates among disadvantaged groups are two to three times higher than the most affluent, and that disadvantaged people are likely to die eight years earlier
· Transport in Scotland causes a greater percentage of CO2 emissions than in the UK as a whole.  23% of UK CO2 is caused by transport, while in Scotland it is closer to 32%.

· In the last ten years, the number of journeys made each week by car (both as driver and passenger) has overtaken the number of journeys made on foot. 11 journeys are made a week by car while only around six and a half are made on foot. Ten years ago seven were made by car while eight were made on foot.

· The number of journeys made by train or bus has declined this decade. For every journey made by public transport, nearly six were made by private transport. 71% of road trips by car are less than 5 miles and 46% are less than two miles.

· Flying fruit and vegetables across the world needs up to four litres of fuel for each kilogram of produce.

· Edinburgh City Council has estimated that 5% of the city’s total CO2 emissions result from traffic travelling to shop at the Gyle Centre.

· Emissions of global warming gasses have fallen by five and a half percent this decade.  The UK has agreed to cut emission by 12.5 percent of 1990 levels by 2008-2012.

· In 1995, 99% of rivers and canals in Scotland were unpolluted or of fairly good quality.  Although graded slightly differently, this compares with 90% in England and Wales and 88% in Northern Ireland.

· The quality of Scotland’s drinking water declined in 1997 for the second year running.  Only 98.1% complied with all regulations, down from 98.6 the previous year.  Scotland has always lagged behind England and Wales in drinking water quality.

· Each person in the UK uses about 160 litres of water a day but only 15 of those are for drinking and cooking. In Scotland we use 463 litres per person. We use 70% more water today than we did forty years ago.

· Domestic waste recycling in the UK could create 10,000 new jobs.

· Three in ten Scottish households spend more than 10% of their net income on energy, and of these households more than half spend over 15% of their weekly resources on heat, light and power.

· One in five households in Scotland with income below £100 per week live in the least energy‑efficient homes.

· Nearly one in ten Scottish houses had some form of energy efficiency work carried out on them last year. However more than nine out of ten still do not meet modem energy efficiency standards.

· One in three Scottish households claim to have suffered from dampness, condensation or mould growth. The Scottish house Condition Survey showed at least one in four houses suffer from dampness or condensation.
· In 1996, nearly half of stocks fished around the UK had a spawning population that was estimated to be at a level where there is a risk of stock collapse.

· 129 species of breeding birds in Britain are declining.

· There are 63 species of mammals in Britain.  Around 16 of these species have increased in number, while around 23 have declined.

· The population of Scotland in 1997 was 5,122,500, a decreased of 5500 from the previous year.  This does not follow the trend which has seen Scotland’s population grow gradually since the late 1980s.

· In 1997, 44% of Scottish school leavers gained one or more Highers.  Ten years ago the percentage was only 33.5%.

· The number of economically active Scots has remained roughly constant for more than a decade at around 60%. 

· The unemployment rate in Scotland is 8.5%, a fall of 1.7% in the last five years.

· Average weekly earnings for men and women in Scotland in 1997 were £378.0 and £272.4 respectively.  The figures ten years ago were £214.6 and £139.9.

· The average household income in 1997 was £367, a rise of £31 from the previous year.  At the same time, the percentage of houses earning less than £350 dropped from 61.6% to 54.8%.

· Scotland’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in 1997 was £54,430million, or £10626 per person.  It has doubled in the last 10 years.

· Scots consume 463 litres of water per person per day, an increase of 25 litres per day per person over the last ten years. 

· At the end of 1997 there were 2,022,600 vehicles licensed in Scotland, about one for every two and a half people.  Ten years ago there were 1,574,800 vehicles, or less than one for every three people.

· In 1997, 79% of goods travelled by road, 3% by rail and 18% by coastal shipping.  Ten years before the percentages travelling by road and coastal shipping were 67% and 14% respectively. The percentage of goods travelling by rail has decreased from 5%.
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