
Cabinet Secretary for Education and Lifelong Learning 
 
Policy area Lead minister 
  
Schools  
Qualifications and Assessment 
 

MR  

Curriculum 3 – 18 / Curriculum for Excellence 
 
 

MR supported by KB 
and AI 
 

Teachers 
 

MR 

School improvement (HMIE work; schools of ambition, 
measuring school performance, relations with local 
authorities, international benchmarking etc) 
 

MR 

School transition - primary to secondary 
 

MR 

  

Children, Young People and Social Care  
Asylum 
 

MR 

  

Lifelong Learning  
Universities matters of overall liaison with SFC. 
 

MR 

Student Support (HE) including fees, grants, bursaries, 
students loans, postgraduate support, FHE discretionary 
funds and ILA500. 
 

MR 

SCQF 
 

MR 

  
ELL contribution to the Economic Recovery Plan  
Lead strategy and coordination, including the Strategic Forum  
 

MR supported by KB 

  

Science  
Overarching policy and development of strategy 
 

MR 

Science education in schools 
 

MR 

Public engagement in science 
 

MR 



Minister for Skills and Lifelong Learning 
 
Policy area Lead minister 
  

Schools  
School infrastructure (buildings, IT, transport, parental 
involvement etc) 
 

KB  

School behaviour and discipline, bullying and equalities 
 

KB  

School transition - secondary to post-school 
 

KB  

LTS and SQA sponsorship 
 

KB 

  
Children, Young People and Social Care  
Young People – universal provision (eg youth work) 
 

KB supported by AI 

  
Lifelong Learning  
Skills Strategy, Non-advanced vocational skills, policy and 
delivery: matters of overall liaison with SDS. 
 

KB  

CLD 
 

KB  

Colleges 
 

KB 

Other Student Support (EMAs, ILA200). 
 

KB 

Adult Literacy and numeracy and ESOL 
 

KB 

Offender Learning  
 

KB 

Young people who need more choices and more chances: co-
ordinated delivery with CfE. 
 

KB 

Determined to Succeed: co-ordinated delivery with CfE. 
 

KB 

  

ELL contribution to the Economic Recovery Plan   

The National Economic Forum  
 

KB supported by MR 

Employment matters – including, PACE benefits and 
incentives; national conversation and liaison with DWP  
 

KB 

Under 20s activity  
 

KB 

Modern Apprenticeships 
 

KB 

Employer relations  
 

KB 

Employability (including school Careers Service). KB 



Minister for Children and Early Years 
 
Policy area Lead minister 
  

Schools  
Additional Support for Learning 
 

AI supported by KB  

School meals 
 

AI supported by KB  

School transition - nursery to primary 
 

AI 

  

Children, Young People and Social Care  
Workforce and service delivery issues (Social work and 
children’s services) 
 

AI  

Children – universal provision (eg early Education and 
childcare)  
 

AI  

Children and young people affected by particular risks; ELL 
lead on young people who offend 
 

AI  

Early Years / Early Intervention 
 

AI 

Protection of Vulnerable Groups and Child protection 
 

AI 

Inspection, Scrutiny, Crerar, Outcome Agreement 
 

AI 

Looked After Children including adoption and fostering  
 

AI 

Safety of children in care (Kerelaw and Historic Abuse) 
 

AI 

Children’s rights 
 

AI 

Getting It Right 
 

AI 

Children’s hearings and SCRA sponsorship 
 

AI 

  

ELL contribution to the Economic Recovery Plan   
Workforce (Children and Young People) 
 

AI  

Regeneration (Children and Young People) 
 

AI  

 


