
Scottish Adult Literacy and Numeracy (ALN) Survey

Further information in relation to the slides 
Background
Adult literacy and numeracy are key elements of the Skills for Scotland - Lifelong Skills Strategy in Scotland – the refresh was published on 26th February 2009 – and is recognised in the Scottish Government’s National Indicators – “to reduce the number of working age people with severe literacy and numeracy problems (indicator 12).”  The first step for this is to set a national baseline for adult literacy levels.

Current estimates of Scottish adults with literacy and numeracy difficulties are based on the 1996 OECD International Adult Literacy Survey (IALS).  The same tool will be used this year.  With this we’ll be able to set up a time line - back to 1994, and to future surveys. 

A social background questionnaire will accompany the assessment. Age, gender, geography, urban/ rural, income, qualifications, ethnicity, disability, occupational status etc will be covered.

The SG currently use the Annual Population Survey APS as a proxy and indicates that approx. 14% - who have SCQF level 4 or below -  are seen as having difficulties with literacy and numeracy.  The proxy will be updated with the findings of the ALN survey.
Future plans

PIAAC – Programme for International Assessment of Adult Competencies – This survey will be in the field in 2011 and report in 2013 and it will be possible to build on the time line from 1994.  PIAAC is seen as a development from previous OECD studies in this area and is to be used by the European Union (EU) to monitor progress on the Lisbon Agenda adult skills indicator. 
Definition of literacy 

The ALNIS – Adult Literacy and Numeracy in Scotland – report defines adult literacies as: "The ability to read, write and use numeracy, to handle information, to express ideas and opinions, to make decisions and solve problems, as family members, workers, citizens and lifelong learners."

The Scottish approach to adult literacies adopts a social practice model, which sees literacies as a key dimension of community regeneration and a part of the wider lifelong learning agenda. Such an approach recognises that literacy and numeracy are complex capabilities rather than a simple set of basic skills. Learners are more likely to develop and retain knowledge, skills and understanding if they see them as relevant to their own context and everyday literacy practices, according to the ALNIS report.
Background info from IALS – International Adult Literacy Survey
IALS was a seven-country OECD initiative conducted in the autumn of 1994 and reported in 1996. Its goal was to create comparable literacy profiles across national, linguistic and cultural boundaries.  

In every country, a nationally representative samples of adults aged between 16 and 65 were interviewed and tested at home, using the same literacy test.  IALS assesses prose, documentary and quantitative literacy.  

The main purpose of the IALS survey was to find out how well adults use information to function in society.  The successive waves of the survey now encompass close to 30 countries around the world, Scotland and the rest of the UK only took part in the 1994 round. 

Levels 1-5 of literacy levels were used in IALS - these will have be matched to SCQF levels as far as possible in this year’s Scottish ALN survey. 
Findings from IALS 1994

· 1994 23% level 1, considered as having difficulties with literacy.

· 23% of the Scottish population of working age performed at Level 1 on the prose scale, 32% at Level 2, 31% at Level 3 and 14% at Level 4/5. (The distributions were broadly similar on the document and quantitative scales.


Characteristics of people with low literacy skills in 1994
· People with low literary skills (Level 1) predominantly had low levels of education and were more likely than those with higher skill levels to be in the 56-65 age group. Four-fifths (79%) of people at Level 1 of document literacy had completed their education at primary or lower secondary level and 30% were aged 56-65 compared with 36% and 9% respectively of those at Level 3 or above. 

· They were predominantly in manual social class groups: 70% of people at Level 1 of prose literacy were in manual groups compared with 29% of those at Level 3 or above. 

· People performing at Level 1 were less likely than those with high skills to be in the upper two quintiles of the income distribution. They were also concentrated in less affluent areas. A half (53%) of people at Level 1 on the prose literacy scale lived in poorer areas classified as 'Striving' in the ACORN classification compared with 28% of people at Level 3/4/5. 

· They were more likely than people at Level 3 or above to have suffered from one of the listed health problems - eye or visual trouble not corrected by glasses, hearing problems or a speech or learning disability. About one third (31%) of those at Level 1 document literacy had done so compared with 17% of people at Level 3/4/5. 

· Those at Level 1 on the quantitative literacy scale, but not on prose or document literacy, were more likely than those at higher skill levels to be women (55% at Level 1 compared with 40% at Level 3/4/5). 

· The results for Scotland were broadly similar to those previously reported for Britain as a whole although there was no evidence that people in Scotland with low literacy skills were more likely than those with higher skills to be unemployed. Apparent differences in literacy level by country of birth were not statistically significant for the small sample in Scotland. 

· (Logistic regression analysis was used to identify which) characteristics are the strongest predictors of being at Level 1. There was a similar pattern for all three scales with just four characteristics having significant independent effects: social class, educational level, gross personal income and whether born in the UK or elsewhere. 

Useful links

· Skills for Scotland – A Lifelong Skills Strategy 


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/skills-strategy 
· Scotland Performs and the National Indicator (NI) for adult literacy and numeracy http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/indicators/literacyAndNum

 HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/indicators/literacyAndNumeracy" \t "_parent" eracy 

· Future surveys - OECD Programme for International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIAAC) survey in 2013 http://www.oecd.org/document/35/0,3343,en_2649_201185_40277475_1_

 HYPERLINK "http://www.oecd.org/document/35/0,3343,en_2649_201185_40277475_1_1_1_1,00.html" \t "_parent" 1_1_1,00.html 
· Adult Literacy and Numeracy in Scotland (ALNIS) Report http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Education/Life-Long-Learning/17551 
· Adult Literacy in Scotland. 
Analysis of Data from the 1996 Adult Literacy Survey http://www.scotland.gov.uk/library3/lifelong/alals-00.asp 
Contacts in Educational Analytical Services – Lifelong Learning Unit:

Jeanette Hagerstrom 0141 242 0261, Euan Dick 0141 2425435
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