Scottish Government Consultation-International Development Policy 

The Scottish Government is committed to Scotland playing its role as a responsible nation in the world. To deliver that objective the budget for International Development will be doubled. Of that budget £3 million a year will be earmarked for work in Malawi, with whom Scotland has a close relationship. 

This paper sets out the options for how the balance is allocated. The policy will also have as a goal fair-trade status for Scotland, recognising the value of this to people in developing countries, and the role for the people of Scotland.

Subject Priorities
The current thematic priorities are Education, Health and Civil Society development. They are among key Millennium Development Goals, and are in areas of Scottish strengths. They are nevertheless broad. 

Views are sought on the following questions:

· Are these themes still appropriate?

·  Do they need to be narrowed eg should health be in a specific area such as maternal health or be widened eg to include economic development?

Street Child Africa believes that the themes selected by the Scottish Government are still appropriate, and that their overall goal of their International Development Policy ought to remains the relief of extreme poverty and the reduction of vulnerability.
Within this context, Street Child Africa urges the Scottish Government to concentrate on Children- their health, their education and their place within civil society-, and particularly street children as they are:

 “among the most physically visible of all children, living and working on the roads and public squares of cities all over the world. Yet, paradoxically, they are also among the most 'invisible' and therefore hardest children to reach with vital services such as education and health-care, and the most difficult to protect. The exact number of street children is impossible to quantify, but the figure almost certainly runs into tens of millions across the world. It is likely that the numbers are increasing as the global population grows and as urbanization continues apace.” (Source: UNICEF’s State of the World's Children report 2006: Excluded and Invisible, http://www.unicef.org/sowc06/fullreport/full_report.php   p.40)
Working with street children, to enable them to reach their potential and access better opportunities for the future ties in directly to the all the Millennium Development Goals: 
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Scotland, as part of the UK, is a signatory of the Convention of the Right of the Child, and:

“ Probably no environment contributes more to potential violations of the CRC than a childhood and youth spent outside the institutional framework of family and school in the usually hostile environment of the streets. The majority of articles in the CRC apply to street children because of their extreme poverty and particular vulnerability to the following: violence (Art. 19), disease (Art. 24), discrimination (Art. 2), sexual abuse and exploitation (Art. 34, 32), substance abuse (Art. 33), emotional deprivation (Art. 19, 31), exploitative and harmful child labour (Art. 32), denial of rights within the juvenile justice system (Art. 37, 40), arbitrary execution (Art. 6), torture (Art. 37), lack of access to education (Art. 28, 29) and healthcare (Art. 24) and lack of identity documents (Art. 7).
The CRC sets out a framework for protection that emphasizes the family and community as having the main responsibility for caring for children (Art. 5, 18). The role of the state is to support and enable families and communities to fulfill this role. However, it is an unfortunate fact that in many cases families and communities are not protective and nurturing.  In reality, it is often civil society organizations rather than governments that take on the burden of caring for these children. “( Source: Consortium for Street Children, http://www.streetchildren.org.uk/faq/ )

Working with street children is a highly skilled job which, in our 10 years of experience, requires a consistent, hands on, street based approach recognising that there will be no quick fixes, and that outcomes are difficult to quantify. We believe the key lies in investing not in buildings and equipment, but in skilled human resources able to win the trust and respect of these vulnerable children. Such an approach can be demonstrated to be cost effective as well as achieving a more significant long-term impact. It also ensures the location of many children who are otherwise completely  ”invisible” – even to larger aid agencies. This again has important implications for genuinely meeting the Millenium Development Goals. Therefore, by concentrating on the plight of street children, the Scottish Government would be concentrating on all its current thematic priorities at once.
Geographic Principles
The existing policy geographic priority is Sub-Saharan Africa, although disaster relief work has been supported in Asia. The geographic priority was chosen because it includes some of the poorer countries in the world, and provides a focus for limited funds. 

While Scotland has many ties with countries in Africa, it also has ties that go beyond that continent, and where work is supported by Scottish NGOs and others. 

Views are sought on the following questions:

· Should we continue to focus resources on Sub-Saharan Africa? 

Yes, but with an emphasis not solely on Malawi but other sub-Saharan African countries. Though Street Child Africa recognises the particular tie and history Scotland has with Malawi, it believes there are other countries which  the Scottish Government ought to consider, particularly where there are cross-cutting thematic priorities

· Should work be supported elsewhere in the world?

Street Child Africa believes that the Scottish Government’s limited funds are best directed at the Sub-Saharan African region, than dispersed around the globe.

International Development Fund and Process
The IDF funds projects focused on our key geographic and thematic priorities and provides core grants to organisations such as NIDOS, IDEAS and the Scotland-Malawi Partnership, aimed at building capacity in the Scottish international development sector. In line with our manifesto commitment, we will double the International Development Fund over the life of the Parliament and this will be done within the context of reviewing the International Development Policy to ensure the Fund targets those in greatest need and achieves measurable, sustainable outcomes.
There are three existing main grant schemes to deliver the policy:

· A Humanitarian Health Fund of £50,000 per annum that supports small scale visits to priority countries by health workers. 

· A small grants scheme of up to £250,000 per annum funding individual projects of up to £20,000. 

· A main grant scheme, funding projects over £20,000 and up to £250,000.

All three grant schemes operate on the basis of a 'challenge fund' bidding process. 

Views are sought on the following questions:

· Should the three schemes continue? 

· Should the main and small grants scheme be amalgamated?

Street Child Africa believes that the Humanitarian Health Fund should be maintained. As far as the small grants scheme and the main grant scheme are concerned, we are of the view that if the small grant scheme is used to build the capacity (e.g administrative, fund-raising, etc) of the sector in Scotland it ought to be maintained separately; If not, then it ought to be amalgamated with the main grant scheme increasing the amount of funds available for overseas projects.

· Should the challenge fund approach continue?

Street Child Africa believes that the challenge fund approached should continue. Putting more emphasis on funding grassroots agencies would ensure a focused perspective, such as ours on street children, as our experience tells us that larger organisations are naïve about the issue and struggle to engage in a meaningful fashion with the critical mass of children on the street.
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