
I am delighted to see from your website that Scotland's budget for international development is set to increase, and that a consultative process is now under way to support the process of reviewing options for allocating funds.
 

The purpose of this email is to explore a possible refinement of the plan to increase Scotland's contribution to specific development projects, important as they are.  Might it not be better to allocate a small proportion of the additional funds to support activities whereby, with relatively little expenditure, Scotland could draw on relevant capability, experience and influence to make a distinctive contribution to improving aid effectiveness on a much broader basis?    This could for instance include improving the way in which funds are spent through DFID's budget, which exceeds that planned by the Scottish Government by a factor of almost 2000.
 

One such area is in strengthening the ongoing battle against corruption, which reduces the impact of so many relief and development programmes.  The OECD Working Group on Bribery has, in 2001, 2003, 2005, and most recently in March 2007, heavily criticised the UK (and by implication, Scotland) for its inadequate response to the challenge of curbing corruption involving international bribery.  Having failed to respond fully to specific criticisms of its anti-bribery legislation, the UK Government has now decided, for the second time in 10 years, to refer the matter to the Law Commission for England, Wales and Northern Ireland.   If this results in clear and acceptable recommendations, then it is possible that legislation will follow in about 2 years time.   Scotland would then be expected to pass parallel legislation. 
 

Successive UK Governments have, since the 1960s, accepted the need for reform in this area, yet have so far failed to take appropriate action.  This year, however, a Private Member's Bill, drafted with the help of Transparency International (UK) has been introduced in the House of Lords, debated, and passed to the Commons.   Despite its apparent merit, it it not currently expected to receive Government support, so is unlikely to proceed past its second reading on 19th October.    
 

As explained in the attached draft briefing note, this may provide a rare opportunity for Scotland to take the initiative,  by adapting this bill as appropriate, then ensuring that Scotland becomes fully compliant with international best practice in combatting corruption.    This would send a strong signal not only to Westminster but also to the world that Scotland is interested in and capable of making a distinctive and effective contribution to international development.   
 

For such an approach to succeed, there will clearly be a need for further consultation and consideration to take place, to ensure that due account is taken of relevant experience and perspectives among International Development Organisations, private companies, and legal specialists, particularly in Scotland.   Such a process will require funding.   By allocating a small element of its international development budget to this process, the Scottish Government would be sending a clear, and in itself very helpful, signal that it intends not only to increase levels of development assistance, but to improve its effectiveness and broader influence for the benefits of the world's poor.
 

The attached briefing note is as yet only in a draft form.   When time permits, references will be added to support all of its key assertions.  Meanwhile, the purpose of this email is to ask whether you consider there to be merit in exploring this idea further.
 

 

Yours sincerely,
 

 

 

 

Hamish Goldie-Scot

