
This is to comment on the consultation on the Scottish Government's

International Development Policy, for which I am unsure of the correct

address.

Aid to Malawi - I entirely agree that this should be continued at its

present or an increased level. It is my belief that NGOs tend to make

better use of relatively small amounts of money, often for small

projects, than is possible or easy for larger governmentally-supported

schemes. Scottish Govermnent aid, being smaller than UK aid but larger

than is usual for NGOs, may come somewhere between the two, but if

concentrated on smaller & NGO-type projects may be more cost effective

than UK aid. I worked in Malawi both as A "mission" [ =

Church-related] Doctor with Church support and, after independence,

for the Malawi Government [with UK 00 support] so saw health service

provision from both angles.

[I am an individual = "Associate" member of the Scotland Malawi Partnership].

Aid to the rest of the World. I hope that Scottish aid will also go to

other countries in Africa and elsewhere, probably concentrated on

smaller projects where it can make a visible difference. Malawi's

borders were created by European imperialisms. Its neighbours

Mozambique and Zambia share problems and language with it [though both

also have other languages, not shared with Malawi].

Asia - I worked in Nepal for a time. It shares relative small size,

poverty and "remoteness" with Malawi. Though never part ofthe

Commonwealth or Empire it has links with Scotland. Because of the

British Army connection [Gurkha soldiers] it has bagpiping links -

Gurkha pipers come to study in Scotland. There may be scope to foster

this link by helping Nepalis to come to study in Scotland, and perhaps

Scots to go and teach in Nepal, not only in bagpiping but also in

health, agriculture, engineering. I saw small locally-made water mills

on Nepali streams/bums, which greatly reduced the work of women in

grinding Orpounding grain for daily food for their families. I was

told that these were based on a design trom Orkney.

In Nepal, wearing the kilt, I was sometimes mistaken for a Bhutanese.

Bhutan is another small country, in the same region and worthy of

help. Its national dress looks similar to ours [and government

employees are sometimes required to wear it].

Latin America - A Scottish NGO called [I think] "Amazon Hope" supports

ships which sail up the Amazon River to Peru where they provide health

services. This seems worthy of support. [NGO is or was based in Boness

].

To go up the Amazon they have to go through Brazil. That is a very big

country but it is made up of smaller regions, districts, communities,

in some of which Scottish aid/co-operation could be significant and

useful.

Caribbean - The island nation of Jamaica has some historic links with

Scotland, not all positive [Scottish slave owners]. I was there

briefly in the I980s. Cannabis has been a major export and foreign

exchange earner, suggesting the possibility of a project or study

related to addictive drugs. There are many other island communities

which could be considered. It might not be popular with the USA, but I

would like to see a link with Cuba [could start on a musical basis -

Scottish musicians interested in Samba have more connections with

Brazil, but also visit Cuba. I play sometimes in The Edinburgh Samba

School band, with whom I have played in Brazil, but I have not been to

Cuba though I have met Cuban doctors helping to provide a health

service in Jamaica].

Very Best wishes, David

Dr David Stevenson


