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ACTSA Scotland welcomes the continuing commitment by the Scottish Government to international development.   We recognise the need for the continuance of funding to Malawi.   This makes sense in terms of sustainability, rather than suddenly pulling out without reasonable warning.

ACTSA Scotland also welcomes the commitment to extend international development work, increasing the annual funds available to £9,000,000 in the life of the current Scottish Parliament.   ACTSA Scotland hopes that other countries within the SADC region will benefit from this commitment, and is confident that the monies will be allocated to ensure the greatest possible strategic impact for the benefit of the recipients.

Subject priorities.

ACTSA Scotland is fully supportive of the priorities set out in the discussion paper.   It recognises that education, health and civil society development are crucial to the development of the whole of Southern Africa.   The interlinked nature of Sub-Saharan Africa is exemplified by the existence of the Southern African Development Community.   The case for supporting other poor countries (e.g., Tanzania) and poor regions of other countries within the SADC region (e.g., Eastern Cape Province, South Africa) should be considered.   It is also important to be prepared to help Zimbabwe, when that becomes appropriate and possible

In our view, it is important to recognise the key role of South Africa in the region and the strong links that Scotland has with South Africa, and in particular with the Eastern Cape Province.   It was from South Africa that the links with Malawi were forged.

Capacity building is one of the areas of the greatest importance in the development of sub-Saharan Africa. and in avoiding the creation of dependency.   There are many talented people in Southern Africa who can benefit from the learning of skills with which Scotland can assist. In this context ACTSA Scotland fully supports the inclusion of local government under the civil society heading as it is through local government that much service delivery takes place and Scottish local authorities are well placed to share key skills with colleagues in the developing world. Recent examples, such as the link between Glasgow City Council and Amathole District Municipality, show that work of great value can be made possible by really very modest additional funding.  It is also important to realise that capacity building is a two-way process, and that we in Scotland learn as much from our Southern African colleagues as they do from us.

Targeting.

Our view is that the need throughout the region is enormous.   In health, for instance, the basic problem is the lack of systems and structures to support public health, including access to clean water, transport facilities, lack of electricity etc.   Scotland, however, will not be able to supply the money from the funding proposed to deal with all these issues.   In health, therefore, it may be sensible to concentrate on a specific issue, such as HIV/AIDs, which is devastating the whole of sub-Saharan Africa.   Scotland has a huge capacity in this area, compared with countries like Zambia and Malawi, which has already been put to good use.   We believe that the advice of experts both in Scotland and the recipient countries should be sought on the best ways to spend the monies available.

Geographic Principles

ACTSA Scotland believes that the Scottish Government should continue to concentrate on sub-Saharan Africa, as the poorest continent in the world with millions of people living in desperate poverty.   We would like to see the work in Malawi extended to other areas of Southern Africa, and especially the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa.   This is not just because of our historic links with the province, which are long established.   South Africa is the economic powerhouse of the SADC region.   Regeneration in South Africa will assist all the countries in the region, especially landlocked countries such as Malawi, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

International Development Fund and Process.

ACTSA Scotland is of the view that the three funds listed should continue.   It believes however that there needs to be a wider process for advertising the availability of these funds, and that it should be possible to make bids for funding for the life of the present Scottish Parliament rather than on an annual basis.   This would help organisations to plan better, if they knew that funding was going to be available over a three year period.

Conclusion

· ACTSA Scotland supports the continued emphasis on sub-Saharan Africa as the basis for Scotland’s international development programme

· ACTSA Scotland supports the continued development funding to Malawi.

· ACTSA Scotland wishes development funding to be extended to the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa, and to other countries in Southern Africa.                                 

· ACTSA Scotland supports the subject priorities set out by the Scottish Government, but recommends that expenditure should be targeted to achieve maximum effect.
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