
We would like to comment on the policy on overseas aid quoted on the Scottish Executive website today.  You have asked for comments on whether the thematic goals of Education, Health and Civil Society are appropriate and whether they need to be widened or narrowed.

We are a Scottish charity called Cerebral Palsy Africa (www.cerebralpalsyafrica.org) specialising in providing specialist training for therapists and community workers working with children with cerebral palsy in African countries.  At present we are focusing on Malawi, Zambia and Ghana.  We have several times applied for funding from the Scottish Executive and we have been turned down.  Our inevitable conclusion as a result is that children with this kind of disability and their families in an African country are not worth supporting.  I can understand that many people feel that Africa is a hopeless cause and add children with multiple disabilities to that basic fact and it would be like throwing money down a deep well.

But we want to explain better to anyone in the Scottish Executive who will listen to a message of hope and encouragement.  In all of the countries where we are working we found physiotherapists and community workers doing amazingly good and effective work with children with cerebral palsy and their families in terrible circumstances.  They do their best to get the children in to schools and support mothers with income generating networks and provide social contacts.  What they have not been able to do is provide the therapy that is necessary to get the children up and walking when possible or to prevent them from getting secondary deformities.  We are able to send volunteers to teach these things and the therapists, workers and parents in those countries are crying out to learn them.  This does not cost a great deal.

So we would suggest that you narrow your thematic health goals down to be able to achieve those things for the poorest most marginalised sections of society which are achievable because there is the ability and the will and the need on the ground for this to happen.  The numbers with CP are huge and whole families are affected emotionally economically and physically by it but the sums of money involved in providing teaching programmes are very small. 

You also ask if you should continue to support schemes in Africa.  We would say yes but only when you are absolutely sure that the projects you support are sustainable and accountable.  Where you can work through experienced people with good developmental knowledge of the areas where they are working you are likely to achieve results for your investment.

You ask if the Challenge Fund Approach should continue.  We would like to understand better how this works and how such projects as ours are rejected.

We would like to discuss this all further with you if possible at some point
yours sincerely,
Mrs. Archie Hinchcliffe
Peter Hinchcliffe (former British High Commissioner in Zambia)
Trustees, Cerebral Palsy Africa (www.cerebralpalsyafrica.org)

