
My name is Monica Burns and I recently visited the Scottish Government (Thursday, 25 October 2007) for a meeting with Lisa Bird and Gerry Hendricks, along with the Rt Rev Damian Kyaruzi of Sumbawanga, Tanzania and Rev Demetrius Kazonde, the Executive Secretary of the Caritas & Development Office, Sumbawanga, Tanzania.  

 

I would be most grateful if you could consider Sumbawanga, Tanzania when allocating funds for international development.  Sumbawanga is one of the poorest and remotest regions in Tanzania, East Africa, being 1,200 km from Dar es Salaam.  Sumbawanga is located in the south west part of Tanzania, occupying the whole of Ufipa plateau. It is bordered by Zambia and the Republic of Congo and Lake Tanganyika in the West and Southwest respectively. 

The main economic activities in the region are Agriculture, which involve the growing of maize, rice, cassava, millet, potatoes, beans, sunflower, and groundnuts; while animals kept are cattle, goats, sheep, chicken and ducks; fishing is another economic activity along Lakes Tanganyika and Rukwa.

 

The Caritas & Development Office in Sumbawanga have the following departments:-

 

Women in Development

Environment Sustainable Agriculture and Water Projects

Savings and Credit Schemes

Social Welfare and Relief for Emergency Sections

 

I will be able to submit details of any number of projects for which funding is sought, when requested. 

 

I have visited Sumbawanga, Tanzania 5 times, the most recent being in July this year.  I do voluntary work while there such as teaching natural fertility regulation and providing computer courses.  

 

Over the past 10 years, in conjunction with the local people of Newarthill, I have helped to raise over £20,000 for various projects in Sumbawanga, including the Sumbawanga Streetchildren and Orphans project.  In addition to this, I have facilitated the sponsoring of education for numerous children and families in Sumbawanga, as well as local people here purchasing pigs for families, which in turn helps various families.  I have also sent around 30 computers for distribution throughout Sumbawanga, which has also facilitated the opening of an internet style cafe and computer training school.  I am in the process of setting up a link between a local high School and a school in Sumbawanga.  I am also arranging to send new books for the new Nursing Training School that has been set up in Namanyere. 

 

Many organisations will not support the projects in Sumbawanga because it is in a remote area and it takes 2 days to travel from Dar es Salaam with tarmac roads only half way.  

 

It would be wonderful if the Scottish Government could support some of the projects in Sumbawanga.  I would be willing to liaise with the Caritas & Development Office to obtain any evidence required.  Due to fundraising over the past few years, many people in Scotland, particularly my area, have become familiar with the plight of Sumbawanga.  I am sure they would be delighted if the government could also lend a helping hand as we can only do so much as individuals.  I would not expect any funding to come through me, rather through the Caritas & Development Office or even via a Scottish agency, provided that all money goes directly to Sumbawanga.

 

I would be most grateful if you could consider Sumbawanga, Tanzania when allocating funding.  I can provide you with any information or project proposals that you require.  Some ongoing project proposals are for:-

 

Environment and Water Projects

Orphanage Project

New Secondary School

Girls Hostel

Sumbawanga Streetchildren

Infirmary Project

Savings Credit Scheme

Sewing School Project

Katandala Trade School

 

I look forward to hearing from you.

 

Yours sincerely

 

Monica Burns


