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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA

Honorary Consul for Rwanda to Scotland

11 Rosslyn Crescent, Edinburgh EH6 5AT
Tel: 0131 554 4919




RESPONSE TO THE CALL FOR COMMENTS ON THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT POLICY ISSUED ON 23RD AUGUSTV 2007

I welcome the Scottish Government’s commitment to International Development and in particular its doubling of the International Development budget. 

I am grateful for the opportunity to comment on the policy which I support not only as Hon Consul for Rwanda in Scotland but also in the light of my experience of working on British Council Projects and of being a member for 4 years of a British council task force on Gender.

Finally, I also endorse the Scottish Government’s sympathetic response to the Fair Trade movement.

Subject Priorities 

I endorse the 2 current thematic priorities of education and health because I would argue that as health and education improve people become empowered to move forward in the area of civil society development. I would replace the theme of civil society development with the broader theme of poverty alleviation believing that without the alleviation of poverty, civil society development becomes difficult and fragmented.

Education 

At the tertiary level

· I endorse the maximum utilisation of staff at Scottish universities and Scottish further education colleges in building capacity in developing countries by running courses in the country, helping with supervision of postgraduate degrees and acting as external examiners.

· In addition valuable contributions can be made by utilising distance learning  techniques and video conferencing

· While masters level education within Scotland can provide valuable contributions, I would recommend that assistance at this level be delivered within developing countries, with the exception of discipline areas such as scientific fields which require  access to equipment and resources unobtainable except in the first world.

· I consider that priority in university education within Scotland be given at the doctoral and post doctoral level 

· Such contributions should be made in the context of the direction and strategies for such assistance being given by the country concerned and within the context of a reciprocal culture where developing countries are seen as also contributing to the extension of skills and understanding of Scottish academics.

· However such contributions also need to be strategically planned within Scotland and I would recommend resources being given to Universities Scotland in order to co-ordinate such initiatives. 

At the Secondary school level

I would endorse assistance in science and IT education in terms of school links over curriculum issues and in the area of the production of DVD’s concerned with science education. While many schools in developing countries lack the resources for practical science education with the proliferation of computers it becomes practical to utilise such DVD’s widely.

Life Long Learning

In my experience support of grass root initiatives particularly women’s initiatives frequently leads to a push for literacy training within such groups and I would recommend that the promotion of literacy be mainstreamed in such projects.

Health

· I would endorse projects concerned with health promotion 

· I would  also endorse  projects which lead to short term training in terms of internships  (for between  and 6 and 12 months) for health staff  in both directions  Scottish health staff in developing countries and developing country staff in Scotland.

· I would prioritise any projects concerned with improving water supply and  sanitation. 

Geographic Principles

· In view of Scotland’s historic links with sub-Saharan Africa and the current links with Malawi I would endorse focusing resources in Sub-Saharan Africa 

· But I would wish to see included in this remit countries other than those which were part of Britain’s colonial past. Mozambique is now a member of the Commonwealth and Rwanda hopes to be joining the Commonwealth very shortly. 

· In the case of Rwanda many of the current members of the government and many senior civil servants were educated by Scottish teachers and missionaries in Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania and they hold Scottish links in great esteem

· In addition there are now numerous links between churches and NGO’s in Scotland and Rwanda and there is has been a ground swell of support for Rwanda following the country’s   success in reconstructing following the genocide

International Development Fund and Process 

I endorse the core grants to NIDOS and the Scottish Malawi Partnership but I would also like to see a core grant to Universities Scotland 

I have no strong views on whether the process should be in terms of 3 different main grant schemes but I endorse the challenge fund approach.

Gerda Siann
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