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29/10/07

Dear Madam/Sir

Response to Scottish Government International Development Policy 2007

Thank you for this opportunity to comment of the International Development Grant scheme.

We have noted our views in relation to the points raised.

• Are these themes still appropriate?

We believe that the themes are still appropriate.

• Do they need to be narrowed eg should health be in a specific area such as maternal health or be widened eg to include economic development?

A finer focus may be of benefit, but poverty tends to be a root cause of ill health therefore economic development is important.
• Should we continue to focus resources on Sub-Saharan Africa?

Not exclusively. We believe that the focus should include South Asia given both the historic links with that area and the fact that a considerable number of people in Scotland either come from that area or have a strong connection to it. there are a number of Scottish organisations of the diaspora that would greatly benefit from support for their work.

• Should work be supported elsewhere in the world?
Yes

• Should the three schemes continue?

The effectiveness of the three schemes should be assessed before it is agreed to continue with them.

The small grant scheme is particularly  important to small organisations in Scotland as ofter their projects are  small localised ones working with communities in isolated areas.  Solas, for example, supports a health education project and assists   10 schools in the remote North West Frontier Province of Pakistan, and does so on an annual budget of less than £30,000. We believe that this work is as valuable as large scale projects and that by working with communities we build up a closer relationship with both recipients and doners which is to the benefit of all.

• Should the main and small grants scheme be amalgamated?

For administrative reasons amalgamation may be desirable but we believe that both small and large projects should be eligible for support.

• Should the challenge fund approach continue?

This depends on the answers to the above points.

A problem with the scheme has been that it encourages organisations to develop projects that meet the criteria of the fund. From our experience the greatest need for the smaller NGO's operating in Scotland is support for core funding and infrastructure. We would like to see more funds being made available to smaller organisations to enable them to build there support base in Scotland and thus be able to both  develop their work more systematically and raise the awareness of Internation Development issues in Scotland.
Thank you for this opportunity to express our views.

Yours sincerely 

George Rawlinson
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