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1) What should be the priority themes?  

Water and Sanitation

Water and sanitation will become of global central importance over the next half century. The burgeoning world population, increasing demand for water, coping with pollution of existing freshwater, threats from climate change, sharing water across national boundaries and providing for the needs of both agriculture and drinking water represent major challenges to the world community. These challenges are most acute in the global South including sub-Saharan Africa and Asia. 

Water represents an overarching multidisciplinary issue re sustainable development, for both rural and urban communities. Areas of interest are water governance, environmental health, health, medicine, nutrition, civil engineering, energy, education, gender, infrastructure, etc. 
Freshwater and sanitation contributes directly or indirectly to all the UN Millennium Development Goals as follows:-
1) Hunger and poverty relief through freshwater for irrigation and growing crops.

2) Primary school education in that a local freshwater water supply releases children from having to spend hours walking to distant wells.

3) Particularly frees up time for girls who are able to attend more of primary school. Proper sanitation facilities are particularly beneficial to girls. 
4) Infant mortality reduced through access to clean water and better sanitation.

5) Maternal health likewise.

6) Malaria and other diseases are often water-borne.

7) Freshwater is crucial for Environmental sustainability; for ecology health; for enhancement of habitats; freshwater for renewable energy (Hydro);

8) Global partnerships for water development. 

To meet the MDG’s targets, Ethiopia, (for example) will have to double its access to freshwater and increase access to sanitation by a factor of three. At current progress this will occur in 2050 for water supply and 2075 for sanitation. 

The economic benefits of achieving these Goals are highly significant; in terms of fewer child deaths, saved time and higher productivity. Multiplier of maybe 8 times the water/sanitation investment. 

2) What the Scotland Government Could Do?

· to form an inter-disciplinary network of interested academics over the Scottish Universities, with a view to forming partnerships with Universities in the global South, (Africa). Would be particularly beneficial to target Malawi, Zambia, Uganda and Ethiopia given our strong links with these countries. 
· Scottish Universities in the Network should include the University of Dundee UNESCO Centre for Water (Professor Wouters); University of Strathclyde David Livingstone Institute (Professor Bob Kalin);  the University of Edinburgh Centre for African Studies; and the University of Glasgow Centre for International Development GCID http://www.gla.ac.uk/gcid
· to develop capacity building programmes on water/ sanitation/ global water sustainability?  

· developing links with stakeholders from the UN to national Governments, with a view to helping develop strong national strategies..

· Run a post-graduate Summer School on “Water and Sanitation in Developing Countries”? Develop a pan-Scottish taught Masters on Water and Developing Countries accessible globally through distance learning. CPD/ Knowledge Transfer to research centres and Universities in the Global South. 
3) Should the existing 3 grant systems be maintained? 
- No, one integrated and unified grant system with a maximum award of £4-500,000. 
There may be an argument for maintaining the principles of the three grant system but under the auspices of 'One System' as referred to in the second question. 

The Govt should also consider figures of around £1,000,000 (or £2,000,000?) for 'LOANS'; to undertake major studies and /or design, project/contract management, cost control, advisory and consultancy/expertise roles and for actual construction /installation of small projects.

4) Should the 'challenge fund' strategy be continued? 
Unsure- but refers only to 'non profit making organisations'. Needs clarifying. 

