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1. Developing island communities

Since the national and local elections in May, HIE has been working to build consensus around the “Strengthening our Island Communities” agenda.
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2. All Our Futures: Planning for a Scotland with an Ageing Population 


In 1900, the average Scottish life expectancy was 40; in 2004, it was just over 74 for males and just over 79 for females.


By 2031 the number of people aged 50+ is projected the rise by 28% and the number aged 75+ is projected to rise by 75%

The Scottish Government recognises that Scotland’s demography is changing, that is why it has developed All Our Futures; Planning for a Scotland with an Ageing Population. 

All Our Futures: Planning for a Scotland with an Ageing Population was published on Friday 9 March by the then Minister for Communities. 

It included an action plan of activities under 6 strategic outcomes:



Improving opportunities for older people to participate and be involved



Forging links between generations


Improving health and the quality of life of older people


Improving care and support


Ensuring the right infrastructure is in place


Offering learning opportunities throughout life.

On 14 August the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Wellbeing (Ms Sturgeon) met older people’s stakeholder groups. She made it clear that the Scottish Government endorses All Our Futures: Planning for a Scotland with an Ageing Population as an evidence base and a clear strategy for the future, and supports the overall conclusions that are contained within it. Ms Sturgeon stated that although this was launched by the previous administration, the new Government believe it is an important document, with a good evidence base that recognises the changing demography within Scotland and the challenges and opportunities that this brings.

Work is underway on the commitments to a set up a Scottish Centre for Intergenerational Practice, a National Forum on Ageing, and campaign to combat ageism and promote more positive images of older people. 
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