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1. Belgium is a federal state : 
· 3 regions (FR, WR, BCR) 

· 3 communities (FC, FC, GSC)

2. Division of competences : 

· Environment : most regional, few federal (nuclear, product standards, transport waste)

· Energy : some regional (renewables, rational energy use), some federal (nuclear, large infrastructures, tariffs, North Sea)
3. Federal elections : 10 June 2007 (Fed Gov December 2008)
4. State elections : 7 June 2009
5. EU Presidency : July-December 2010 

6. Flanders : new Flemish Government since 11 July 2009 (CD, S, N)

· Minister for Environment and Nature 
· Minister for Energy 

· Minister for Government Companies (oa Flemish Energy Company)

· Minister for Town & Country Planning 

· Minister for Public Works & Mobility 

7. Flanders : government agreement of 11/07/09 

· Towards a green economy 
· Smart use of energy

· Less waste, more recycling

· Integral water management 

· Air policy 

· Noise policy 

· Nature and forest policy 

· Soil policy and brownfield development 

· Cut red tape in environmental law 

=> green and dynamic city region 

8. Towards a green economy 
· Use of fiscal incentives (energy, materials)

· Green Investment Fund (energy, materials)

· Cradle to Cradle 

9. Smart use of energy 

· Implementation of the EU Climate and Energy Package (F/S)

· Implementation of the EU Liberalization Package (F/S)

· Increase energy performance standards for buildings (roofs, windows)
· Rationalization of energy subsidies 

· Training of energy experts 
· Use of energy policy agreements 

· Increase renewable energy targets 

· Investment in new energy technologies 

· Experiments for smart meters and smart grids

· Creation of a Flemish Energy Company  

i. Participate in innovative renewable energy initiatives 

ii. Participate in innovative energy-efficiency initiatives 

iii. Participate in international climate projects (CDM/JI)

iv. Finance and facilitate energy-efficiency projects government buildings 

· Modification of town & country planning legislation 
· Internal exchange of green certificates 

· Incentives for second generation biofuels 

· Role model for the Flemish government : green electricity, biofuels, H&C 
· Drafting a Flemish Climate Policy Plan 2013-2020

· Maximum of internal measures for GHG reduction (technical, societal, economic limits)

· Specific focus on private grids and direct lines 
· Reinforce and improve market functioning 

· Extension of the gas & electricity grid –who bears the costs ?  
10. In foro interno, in foro externo 

