
Minutes of the Meeting of the EU Energy Network 

Friday 11 September 2009 10am-12pm

Thistle House, 91 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh

1.
Introduction – Colin Imrie
2.

Update from Craig Egner, Scottish Government EU Office

· Institutional changes in Europe: 

· New European Parliament

· 50% new MEPs

· Shift towards the Right

· Commission coming to the end of its 5 year term

· Irish referendum on Lisbon Treaty

· Activity on Energy:
· Economic Recovery Package

· Next 12 months to 2 years Commission focus will be on Energy Efficiency:

· Revised Energy Efficiency Action Plan

· Energy Efficiency targets are not yet binding but there is a possible view to change this
· Focus is becoming more on demonstration and deployment

· Upcoming events

· EU info day in Strasbourg this week (beginning 12 September)
· October 2009 – Environment Council meets in October – hope to have a Scottish Minister in attendance.

· Copenhagen December 2009
3.
Update on the Scottish European Green Energy Centre (SEGEC) - Karen Fraser, Chief Executive of SEGEC
· 1st Board Meeting has taken place

· Office now open in Aberdeen 

· Ross Loveridge on secondment from the Scottish Government to SEGEC, currently focussing on CCS in the North Sea and security demonstration projects there.  He is also representing Scotland at a number of high level forums such as the Berlin Forum, to feed into the EU’s agenda on CCS.
· Sarah Bonner has recently been appointed as SEGEC’s Administrator
· Putting finishing touches to SEGEC’s funding package and recruitment plan – more staff will be recruited very soon.

· Projects:  

· European Economic Recovery Programme  – 3 bids with SEGEC support are currently with the Commission for consideration: Grid, CCS and Offshore wind projects.  Results are expected soon.
· Another project dealing with the reconciliation of wind energy deployment with environmental and community concerns has submitted under Intelligent Energy for Europe – results expected in December

· KIC (Knowledge and Innovation Communities) bid – Edinburgh University have led a bid on ICT and the Energy Technology Partnership (ETP) have been included in a bid being led by the Graz Technical University on the sustainable energy side of the KIC.

· Moving forward – Marine is a priority area.  Have been working with MEG (Marine Energy Group) to put a European side on the Marine Road Map, which has been published.  Next stage is to take the Road Map to Brussels and influence the European agenda and improve the image of the sector in Brussels so it’s taken seriously and included in future Calls.

· New Entrants Reserve – potentially a lot of money available for projects through this and this may become a big focus for SEGEC.

· SEGEC can anticipate upcoming opportunities and potential projects and help develop and submit proposals.  Contact details for SEGEC will be circulated in due course, in the meantime Karen Fraser can be contacted at Karen.Fraser2@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or via Victoria Wallace – Victoria.wallace@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
4.
Update from the Scottish Government Grid team – Mike McElhinney, Scottish Government
· The First Minister is very keen on developing a North Sea Grid.  We have become members of the EU Grid Coordinator – Adamowitsch - Group, which is about to publish its second report.

· Participating in the Stockholm Offshore Wind Conference.

· Planning for a feasibility study for Grid in the Irish Sea, for which some INTERREG funding has been secured.  Currently in the process of securing a project manager for this.

· Helped develop European Economic Recovery Programme (EERP) bids for Grid.

· Upcoming events:

· 22 October – Tripartite meeting between Jim Mather MSP, Minister for Energy, Minister Ryan (Ireland) and Minister Arlene Foster (Republic of Northern Ireland) to discuss energy joint working.
· 26 October – DECC consultation event on grid access.  This will be hosted by the Scottish Government at Atlantic Quay.

· End October – Scottish Government hosting the British/Irish Council

· 24 November – Connecting Europe Conference in Edinburgh, at which the First Minister will be speaking.

· We are starting to think about the implications of the new EU Renewables Directive and how that will impact on issues of transmission charging – we will be engaging with Professor Cameron from Dundee University to understand the implications of this.  In the first week of December 2009, a meeting at Dundee University is being arranged in conjunction with Scotland Europa to discuss the Renewables Directive.

5.
Update from the Scottish Government’s Climate Change team – Gavin Barrie, Scottish Government
· 3 top level messages:

1.  Environmental

2.  Moral

3.  Economic – low carbon is a great opportunity for Scotland

· Copenhagen – Scotland wants to act as a model of good practice in Climate Change.

· Climate Change Scotland Act 2009 – 42% emission cuts by 2020. 

· Climate Change Delivery Plan published June 2009

· Energy Action Plan coming out to consultation soon

6.
Presentation on EU Energy single market developments – Sue Harrison, Head of Energy Markets, Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)

