
SW SCOTLAND REGIONAL AVIATION SOLUTION GROUP
Minutes of the third meeting
Details

Date:  5 May 2009

Time:  13.00-16.00 (approx)

Location:  Rm 6.01, Meridian Court, 5 Cadogan Street, Glasgow
Present:
Debbie McCall, Head of Energy Consents Branch, Scottish Government

Howard Steele, s36 Team Leader, Scottish Government


Jennifer Clark, Administrative Officer, Scottish Government


David Jones, Safeguarding, Ministry of Defence



Jonathan Westbrook, NATS




Kel Kirkland, NATS






Alasdair Auld, NATS





Darren Riley, NERL






Anne MacKenzie, Group Manager, Corporate Strategy, Infratil Airports 


Colin Cragg, Head of Aerodrome Safety, BAA Ltd


Darren Phelps, Squadron Leader, Directorate of Airspace Policy, CAA (teleconferencing)

Randall Linfoot, E-on






Nicola Vaughn, BWEA






Rob Williams, Banks Developments





Simon Christian, Scottish Power Renewables
                                     

Colin Brown, Airtricity





Colin Ormston, Vattenfall





Mike Davies, Wind Energy




Jenny Hogan, Scottish Renewables Forum




David Hogkinson, Vattenfall





Apologies:


Lesley McNeil, Consents Officer, Scottish Government



Brendan Kelly, NATS



                                    
Simon Heyes, Airtricity/SSE





Chenab Mangat, DECC




1. Introductions

The Scottish Government welcomed those present to the third meeting of the South West Scotland Regional Aviation Solution Group and introductions were made for the benefit of new members.
2. Minutes of last meeting
“renewables” to be added to “Scottish Power” within the document.  Change SRF to “Scottish Renewables Forum”. “Banks developments” instead of “Banks”. All changes have been made to current Minutes and noted for future reference.
3. Presentation - NATS
Alastair Auld from NATS presented regarding constraints mapping. An electronic copy of the presentation will be issued to all attendee’s for their reference. Jonathan Westbrook ensured that all the work mentioned in the presentation, once undertaken, would be completely impartial to any specific group. The group agrees this approach but questioned how long it would take to put each piece of work in place – Alastair estimates roughly by September. In summary, majority are keen on the work proceeds and think it’s a good starting point to take this forward. And that the result will hopefully give us a number of options, one of which includes a potential solution at Prestwick. While we recognise that some radar providers are in negotiations directly with developers, we shouldn’t see that as being hindered, it should support this work. And the more information on the potential solutions to feed into this type of work the better. 

4. Presentation – BAA 
Colin Cragg gave a presentation regarding - “extending the use of radar mosaicing”. Electronic copies have been requested to be emailed among attendee’s. The preliminary conclusions include:
· A second radar can be accepted (but not a third)

· A single infill area can be accepted

· A second infill can be accepted but depends on the location in relation to the first infill and how heavily trafficked it is

· A third is unlikely to be accepted

· There is potential to extend the existing mask

· Further work will be necessary to confirm conclusions

At the moment there is an absolute restriction on the Kincardine solution however Scottish Power Renewables would allow other developers to use their solution as long as it didn’t conflict with their own developments, through either operational wind restrictions or a conflict with planning competition.

6. Financial issues – funding for next step


Debbie briefly outlined the work which will be undertaken in relation to the next stages of development, hopefully going to be supported by SG. We are aware there are a number of solutions coming from the work, and the requirement for model(s) on how the solutions can be taken forward particularly re financial investment – too soon to discuss? Developer lead discussion, developers come together to consider financial models of investment.
It was suggested that it may be an option to include a condition in the consent to make a developer contribute money into a “pot” to solve aviation issues where money is needed. The group consensus agreed this was an interesting idea however difficult to impose. David Jones added that MoD have looked into a similar idea to this but found it not to be enforceable. 

Simon Christian mentioned that there are 3 clear options available:

Option1 – Replicate the Kincardine solution. The developer pays for a solution which is limited to themselves, something the aviation group is trying to avoid as a wider solution needs to be made.

Option2 – SG to identify a number of key developers and encourage them to work together in order to find a group solution.

Option3 – A control which is funded by the Scottish Government from which everyone could benefit from.

Banks agree that a centrally funded solution would be the best option as it would produce the most MW.

Debbie explained that in order for us to establish this further there needs to be a piece of work which explores each option, the pro’s and con’s of each, how it would work etc. And if it is a regulatory scheme it needs to be established what the regulatory regime would be before presenting to the Ministers if this was an option.

From this discussion it was established that the developers and all other bodies involved need to work together to produce a piece of work detailing the possible solutions which depend on their willingness to make an investment decision, the pro’s and con’s, timescales involved with each option etc. 
Simon has agreed that he will start the document detailing what he thinks the options are, what the regulatory change may look like etc and will cascade this throughout the group for everyone to add to with the hopes that there will be an end document which gives a clearer idea of how to take a solution forward.
7. Actions to be taken away.
Presentations to be emailed to all attendee’s 

Debbie to meet with SPR re planning competition anything out planning regime can make this less of an issue.

Simon to speak to Alastair over the course of his work to discuss what Simon’s constraints are in relation to Kincardine site to ensure possible options are realistic.
Simon to develop document detailing opinions of possible solutions and then to circulate around to attendee’s to contribute. This will inform Alastair's work which he will do over the coming months.
Debbie mentioned that there is an SAA on Scottish territorial waters in relation to offshore developments, Debbie’s ambition is to map them on to the work that we’re doing at the moment (to include them) – any objections? All agree that makes sense.
Debbie also invited anyone available to attend the all energy event (20 May) to give an update on the aviation solution board. If anyone would like to attend please see Debbie.

Nicola suggested having a communication document put together to inform the wider groups which would be affected by the aviation solutions as there has been a lot of interest shown. Debbie to go out and meet the LPAs to discuss what the groups doing and to get a feel for what they are doing with regards to aviation solutions. All parties involved have agreed on drafting a briefing, Debbie to start (one page update) which would include objectives, current work, next stages etc which is to be circulated within the next 2 weeks.
8. Date for next meeting

Date to be set for next meeting for late June. SG will be in touch with all attendee’s to confirm a date.

