
South of Scotland Regional Solution Group – Minutes of the Second Meeting
Date:  2 April 2009
Present: 


Debbie McCall, Head of Consents and Deployment Branch, SG


Howard Steele, Head of s36 Team, SG


Lesley McNeil, Consents Officer, s36 Team, SG


David Jones, Safeguarding, Ministry of Defence


Jonathan Westbrook, Infrastructure Asset Engineering, NATS En-Route

Alasdair Auld, Infrastructure Asset Engineering, NATS En-Route


Darren Riley, NATS En-Route


Anne Mackenzie, Group Manager, Corporate Strategy, Infratil Airports.


Colin Cragg, Head of Aerodrome Safeguarding, BAA Airports Ltd


Randall Linfoot, E-on


Nicola Vaughn, BWEA


Rob Williams, Banks


Simon Christian, Scottish Power


Simon Heyes, Airtricity/SSE


Colin Ormston, Vattenfall


Mike Davies, Wind Energy

Apologies:


Jenny Hogan, SRF


Chenab Mangat, DECC


Darren Phelps, Squadron Leader, Directorate of Airspace Policy, CAA
1. Introductions
The Scottish Government welcomed those present to the second meeting of the South of Scotland Regional Aviation Solution Group and introductions were made for the benefit of new members.

2. Minutes of the Last Meeting
The revised meeting minutes were accepted by all parties and it was agreed that the Scottish Government would put these and all other appropriate documents on their website for the benefit of interested parties not present at the group meetings.
3. Remit and Purpose of the Group
The remit and purpose of the group was agreed as the investigation of potential solutions to overcome aviation objections in the south-west of Scotland Terminal Manoeuvring Area (TMA) and maximise within  the MW capacity of the area. 
4. MRT Work Completed by NATS En-Route (NERL)
Alasdair Auld presented the work undertaken to date by NERL to the group.    This work demonstrated duplicate, triplicate and greater radar coverage over areas within the Scottish TMA, thus identifying potential areas where MRT could be considered as a solution for NERL’s objections. This was produced from information already in the public domain (radar coverage from existing radars, no assumptions made as to compatibility within NERL’s MRT facilities) and should be considered a starting point only for further discussion and a platform on which to base a south-west Scotland regional MRT solution.
It was agreed by the group that this made an excellent starting point to the work required in the south-west of Scotland and NERL were thanked for contributing their time and expertise to this.

Concerns were raised that the ‘mosaic’ effect of having numerous different feeds could be unacceptable to the region’s airports (as against NERL).  Glasgow Airport have identified a limit to the number of feeds, 2 radars and one masked area – to be confident that operations could continue in safety in the event of a failure. The work to date is an indicative starting position and the restriction on number of feeds will need to be considered going forward.  Further, not all the existing duplicate/triplicate area would provide a solution and that expectation management on this would be important.  This solution may not work at all for the MoD, but that they had limited radar issue in SW Scotland.
In taking this forward it would be important to understand and distinguish between airport issues and NERL issues as these are very distinct areas and solving one does not necessarily solve the other.  It would be a very useful exercise to map all developments currently in planning onto the MRT map created by NERL.  
Simon Christian noted that in the past the timescales involved to get legal agreements in place with ANSPs have been extensive and this should be taken into consideration when considering the timeframe to get the SW Scotland solution implemented.
Mike Davis sought clarification on whether this solution could lead to legal problems on using and sharing info from non-NERL radars.

A discussion took place regarding how the mapping exercise should take place, who should be involved and how this should be funded.  It was agreed that by combining the information held by Scottish Power (re Whitelee and Black Law) and by Wind Energy (re Earlshaugh) this would give an almost complete view of SW Scotland.  Mike Davies agreed to use his GIS team to collate this data and provide this in a usable form to Alasdair Auld who would overlay it on the MRT map.  All developers agreed to provide information as required and Scottish Government agreed to attempt to obtain further information from other developers not in the group if there was any shortfall and this was considered necessary.  Nicola Vaughn agreed to assist in the collation of this data.
Alasdair Auld will overlay the wind farm development info onto the maps already produced (excluding the current coverage of Prestwick) and would produce a prediction map with an upgraded radar at Prestwick.  Once this work is complete the group will meet to discuss the results and to give identify target areas for future work. This would allow NERL to produce an accurate brief and costing for the work required.
ACTION:    1 - Developers to provide GIS data to Wind Energy for collation
ACTION:   2 – NERL, given their expertise, to overlay this data on the MRT map.
5. Objection Mapping work completed by Scottish Government
Debbie McCall took the group through the findings of the objection mapping.  It was noted that this document was not definitive and that it merely provided an overview of the local authority areas involved.  Of the section 36 applications before the Scottish Government, it was calculated that 256MW were held up by airport only objections, 360MW by NERL only objections and 144MW by MoD only objections.  It was agreed that the Scottish Government would help support the mapping of current applications in planning onto the MRT map wherever possible.
6. Financial Issues
The financial implications of the MRT solution were discussed and it was noted that any solution that involved using Prestwick would require the installation of a new radar at Prestwick. Any procurement would have greater cost and time implications than using existing compatible infrastructure (but much less than waiting for the roll-out of the Raytheon solution for NERL) and Anne Mackenzie noted that a new radar at Prestwick would also assist in implementing a regional mitigation for a number of the wind farms held up by Prestwick only aviation objections.
The group discussed how the next stage of work should be funded. NERL have done the initial work within their own budgets however subsequent work will require funding.  
ACTION: 3 - NERL to draft a business case for the next work stages with costings for discussion  at the next meeting.

NERL noted that they would need some support in setting the criteria for this brief and that this should be discussed with the results of the overlay mapping at the next meeting.  It unlikely that Scottish Government could fund this work fund this work.  Perhaps funding with the AAP could be sought. There was some concern around the table that getting funding from AAP could be a long and drawn out process which could slow progress down.
There was discussion on how funding of identified solutions could be met.  It was generally felt that the brokering of the financial issues should be done by all developers who have projects within the area covered by the solution to allow decisions to be made regarding equitable financial contributions.  Scottish Government offered to broker any such meeting if this was considered necessary.
ACTION: 4 - SG to investigate what funding could be made available through SG with the understanding that should this not be available a business case would instead be put to AAP.  
7. Next steps – actions to be taken away
· GIS data to be supplied to Wind Energy for collation

· Collated data to be sent to NERL to be overlaid onto MRT map
· Scottish Government to investigate potential funding of work

· Scottish Government to make minutes and other information from meetings available on their website.
8. Date for next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting should take place in early May to allow work to progress quickly.  It was agreed that 5 May 2009 suited most parties and Scottish Government agreed to arrange this.
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