Scottish Annual Business Statistics
	Description
	Scottish Annual Business Statistics provides financial and employee data on the Manufacturing, Construction and Service Sectors in Scotland. Data are classified according to industry group, geographical area and ownership.


	Source
	Scottish Annual Business Statistics is based on data from the Annual Business Inquiry (ABI) survey conducted by the Office for National Statistics (ONS).
Since 1998, the Scottish Government has paid for an enhanced Annual Business Inquiry sample in Scotland, to improve the quality of Scottish figures. In 2006, around 3,000 extra firms in Scotland were sampled as a result of this "boost", giving a total sample size in Scotland of around 8,200 firms.

The statistics have been produced under partnership procedures agreed between ONS and the Scottish Government (SG). These have resulted in an improvement in the quality of the underlying data and consistency in the figures used by ONS and SG.

For information on the methodology used to compile regional ABI statistics, please visit the following ONS site:
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/abi/background_info.asp 


	Concepts and Definitions
	The Annual Business Inquiry, from which the statistics are derived, covers approximately two thirds of the economy. Service Sector does not include some of the public sector and excludes other industries such as the financial sector.
For information on concepts and definitions please see the following weblink:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/16170/4441


	Geographic Referencing
	The geographical analyses use a postcode index file from Office for National Statistics.


	Relevance
	Scottish Annual Business Statistics (SABS) provides financial and employee business data on Manufacturing, Construction and Service Sectors in Scotland.  SABS does not cover the whole economy. However, it can provide reliable sectoral business data at local authority level (SABS excludes the financial sector and some of the public sector).



	Quality Assurance
	Scottish Annual Business Statistics is a National Statistics publication. It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of Practice and Release Practice Protocol. These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.



	Data available
	Both national level and local authority level data tables are available at the following website:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/16170/4363
Local authority level data is available at the Business section of the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics (SNS) website:

http://www.sns.gov.uk/


	Geographical Availability
	Published data is available at local authority and Scotland level.



	Disaggregations
	Other breakdowns of the published data include:

· by Industrial Sector

· by Ownership



	Timeliness of Data
	The data is published annually based on a sample survey carried out by Office for National Statistics. The 2006 Scottish Annual Business Statistics is the latest available publication. Most data tables provide time series figures from 1998-2006.

It is the aim to publish Scottish Annual Business Statistics as soon as possible after the release of the Office for National Statistics' regional results, which are due out in the Summer.



	Accuracy
	Data is compiled from an annual survey. Please note that when a new year's Annual Business Inquiry (ABI) data is released, the previous year's data is revised at the same time. For information on sampling errors, please visit Office for National Statistics website at:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/abi/quality_measures.asp


	Comparability
	For more detailed Scottish information, please visit the following website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/16170/4363
For comparisons with other UK regions, please visit the Office for National Statistics website: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/abi/regional.asp


	Links to Data


	Data is available at the following website:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/16170/4363



