Higher Education - Business and Community Interaction Survey

	Description
	The Higher Education - Business and Community Interaction (HE-BCI) survey is undertaken annually across the UK Higher Education Sector to collect data on strategies and activities pursued by institutions during the academic year to commercialise knowledge.

The HE-BCI survey is a useful measure of knowledge transfer between Higher Education Institutes (HEIs) and their local economy. The survey allows trends in HEI-business interaction to be identified and to monitor their development. It records spin-outs, staff and graduate start-ups, and other commercialisation of knowledge generated by HEIs. HEIs’ engagement with Small to Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs) and other organisations are also covered by the survey.


	Source
	The HE-BCI survey is currently undertaken by Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) and they are supervising the running of the 2007-08 survey after which the responsibility for the survey will pass to the Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). All HEIs in the UK are included in the survey.



	Concepts and Definitions
	For more information on the concepts and definitions please see the latest HE-BCI survey publication:

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2008/08_22/08_22.pdf 


	Geographic Referencing
	All HEIs in the UK are surveyed. When regional figures are produced the HEIs are allocated to a region based on the postcode of the central administration office of the HEIs.



	Relevance
	The HE-BCI survey is of relevance to see how HEIs are interacting with both the local communities surrounding them and with business. The HE-BCI survey is unlikely to be useful for Single Outcome Agreements (SOAs). 



	Quality Assurance
	The HE-BCI survey is not national statistics but the results of the survey are used in the funding allocation process for HEIs in England and Wales. As a result the HE-BCI publication is produced to high professional standards and the results undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. 


	Data available
	National level data tables as well as individual HEI data are available at the following website:

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2008/08_22/


	Geographical Availability
	The data are available for Scotland as a whole and for individual HEIs.



	Disaggregations
	Scottish regional and individual HEI data are available.



	Timeliness of Data
	The data are published annually. The latest results for the HE-BCI survey are for the academic year 2006-07. The survey results are usually published by the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) in the Summer and the aim to publish a summary of the Scottish results at the same time or as soon as possible thereafter.



	Accuracy
	For information on the accuracy of the data please see the Background section of the latest HE-BCI survey publication:

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2008/08_22/08_22.pdf 


	Comparability
	The first HE-BCI survey was for the academic year 1999-00. The data series are comparable over time, however most comparisons of interest are between the two most recent years of data.



	Links to Data


	A summary of the Scottish’s results are available at the following website:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/PubHEBCIS2003-04
The data are available at the following website:

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2008/08_22/



