Business Enterprise Research & Development (BERD)
	Description
	The Business Enterprise Research and Development (BERD) publication provides information on expenditure and employment on research and development (R&D) by business in Scotland. The published data tables include information broken down by product group, company size, country of ownership and local authority area.



	Source
	The data source is the Office for National Statistics’ (ONS) Business Enterprise Research and Development Survey.  

Businesses included on the ONS’ Inter-Departmental Business Register (IDBR) are split into three groups for the purpose of the BERD survey. The first group are those businesses that have previously returned a survey or had estimated a total R&D expenditure value of greater that £3m. These businesses are all included in the survey. The second group are those businesses known to be conducting R&D but have an expenditure of less than £3m. A stratified sample from this group of businesses are included in the survey. The third group are those businesses not conducting R&D and none of them are included in the survey. Businesses that are contained in groups one and two form a register of R&D performers. Please see Background Note 11 in the latest UK BERD publication for more information on the sampling procedure:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/berd0109.pdf


	Concepts and Definitions
	For information on the concepts and definitions please see the Background Notes in latest UK BERD publication:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/berd0109.pdf


	Geographic Referencing
	For information on the geographic referencing please see Background Note 17 in latest UK BERD publication:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/berd0109.pdf


	Relevance
	BERD expenditure is a component part of Gross Expenditure on Research and Development (GERD). GERD as percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the basis of the first National Indicator. For more information please see the following weblink:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/scotPerforms/indicators/ind1


	Quality Assurance
	BERD is a National Statistics publication. It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of Practice and Release Practice Protocol. These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs. They are produced free from any political interference.


	Data available
	National level data tables are available from the following link:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/ExpenditureTables
Limited local authority level data are available from Table 10 at the following link:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/ExpenditureTables
 

	Geographical Availability
	Published data is available at Scotland level and there is limited local authority level data available. 


	Disaggregations
	Other breakdowns of the published data include:

· by broad product group

· by detailed product group

· by company size (based on employee sizeband)

· by country of ownership



	Timeliness of Data
	The data are published annually. The most recent BERD publication for Scotland is for 2006. Most tables provide time series figures from 1999-2006, with some information available back to 1997.

The 2007 UK BERD publication was published in January 2009 but only contains the total expenditure and employment for Scotland.  

The UK BERD publication is usually released annually in January. The ONS provide more detailed breakdowns for Scotland after the UK data are published. As soon as possible after the detailed Scottish figures are made are available they are published.



	Accuracy
	For information on the accuracy of the data please see Background Notes 12, 13, 15 and 18 in latest UK BERD publication:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/berd0109.pdf


	Comparability
	The published data series are comparable over time but past years are subject to possible revision when new data are published. Comparable data for the UK can be found in the latest UK BERD publication:

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/pdfdir/berd0109.pdf
Additionally, UK comparable data are available from Table 5A at the following link:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/ExpenditureTables
International comparisons based on BERD expenditure as a percentage of GDP are complied by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and are available from Table 6A at the following link:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/ExpenditureTables
 

	Links to Data


	Data tables are available at the following website:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/ExpenditureTables
For links to other useful data sources please go to:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/Links


	Contact
	For contact information please see the following weblink:

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Business/BERD/Contacts



