
Forestry Commission Scotland Consents

There are two types of consents that an applicant might require from the Forestry Commission:

· Permission to fell trees – Felling Licence

· Approval of an Environmental Statement prepared as part of an Environmental Impact Assessment (where required)

Felling Licence

SoI stage
The need for a felling licence should be obvious from the details given in the SoI and the applicant might have already identified this and contacted FCS before submitting their SOI. If they have not done so then Case Officers should seek Forestry Commission advice (if they are not a Forestry Officer) before providing feedback on the SoI.  

Proposal stage
The applicant will be required to provide their felling licence reference in Section 4 of their Outcome Plan when committing their proposal. The Proposal cannot proceed to contract if a required felling licence has not been obtained. 

Environmental Impact Assessment

SoI stage 

The need for an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for a woodland related proposal should be identified as early as possible. A proposal requiring an EIA will most likely be assigned to a Forestry Officer. In which case, the Forestry Officer will use FCS internal systems for advising the applicant on EIA requirements. If the Case Officer is not a Forestry Officer they should seek advice from their FCS contact within their RPAC region before providing feedback on the SoI where possible.  

Proposal stage – Where an EIA has been identified the applicant will be required to prepare an Environmental Statement. The proposal should take account of the environmental impacts covered in the environmental statement before it is submitted.  This will allow FCS to place the details on the public register along with any other consultation requirements connected with EIAs. 

The applicant is advised not to ‘commit’ a Proposal requiring an EIA until they are satisfied they have complied with all FCS requirements concerning environmental statement preparation and approval. 

Specially Identified Hill Areas 

Specially Identified Hill Areas (SIHA) do not require special consideration nor do they require FCS staff to consult Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate (RPID).


