
Rural Development Contracts – Rural Priorities 

Guidance (SEPA)
SoI stage 

If the applicant has not already identified any operations likely to require SEPA consent then the Case Officer should, as far as they are able to identify from the details provided in the SoI, consult SEPA for advice on any operation they consider falls within the categories described in this guidance. 

SEPA’s comment will focus on likely need for consent/licence and/or need for additional information and that if appropriate the applicant should contact SEPA to discuss the detail before submitting a full proposal. Alternatively, in some cases, SEPA will undertake to make contact with the applicant. The response at this stage should also give an indication of whether further consultation at the Proposal stage is necessary. 

Consultations should only be directed to SEPA when they involve activities for which SEPA is the lead authority, and of a nature or scale where SEPA’s input will add value to the assessment of the proposal.  See later.
There are measures (e.g. Silage Stores, Slurry Stores, Irrigation Ponds) available to land managers which are subject to regulations such as Controlled Activities Regulations (CAR) and The Control of Pollution (Silage, Slurry and Agricultural Fuel Oil)  Regulations (SSAFO) where currently SEPA are acknowledged as the providers of guidance. Implementation of the ‘One Door Any Door’ approach to SEARS will ultimately have an impact on the routes land managers will take for such advice and may in time reduce some of the requirement to approach SEPA directly for comment on proposals.

It is anticipated that there will be queries about designated water bodies such as Bathing Waters, Shellfish Growing Waters and waters characterised under the Water Framework Directive  River Basin Planning process. Annex B gives advice on locating information on these and other designations but there may still be times when Case Officers will wish to contact SEPA. Many of these designations particularly those relating to the Water Framework Directive are continually being updated. 

SEPA have prepared a list of 1A  water bodies (Rivers and Lochs) which are affected by pressures emanating from agriculture or forestry. This list will be available on the SEPA website and as a link from the SRDP website. 

Statement of Intent
1    Proposals should be passed to SEPA for comment at the SOI stage where:

a) Measures in or near a water course are proposed which under Controlled Activity Regulations would require Registration or Licence including engineering works, impoundment, abstraction or discharge.

b) Measures involving structures subject to the SSAFO regulations including Constructed Farm Wetlands, or where installation of Biobeds or Sheep Dipping Facilities are proposed. Some RPID staff will be sufficiently aware of SSAFO to provide comment on these issues without the need to consult SEPA.

c) Measures involving creation of wetlands greater than 2.0 Ha or where management of flood plains is proposed should be passed to SEPA for comment.

d) Water quality measures in certain sensitive catchments These catchments may be defined by Area Advisory Groups and notified to Case Officers regionally.

e) Proposals for investment which would involve the introduction or expansion of an enterprise to bring it under the PPC regulations. This is primarily to alert the case officer and applicant to the need for a PPC Permit the application itself would be dealt with as normal.

f) Proposals which involve the import of waste for utilisation, storage or processing. As with (e) to alert case officer and applicant to potential requirement for a Waste Management Licence or Waste Management Exemption.

g) Proposals which involve aerial spraying of bracken or use of chemicals in or near a water course to control invasive species.

2    The following proposals do not generally require to be passed to SEPA for comment at the SOI stage:

a) Proposals which only contain measures included in expiring 5 or 10 year agri-environment schemes unless the case officer has particular concerns about the success or location of the measures from an environmental pollution point of view.

b) Proposals which contain only agri-environment measures other than Wetland or Water Quality Measures (Creation).

c) Proposals for implementation of measures identified in a previously approved ‘Soils and Water Plan’ or ‘Farm Waste Management Plan’

d) Measures to reduce bacterial contamination by upgrading or renewing poorly performing rural septic tanks. ( Scheme guidance requires that this measure is only eligible if SEPA have identified a problem so additional consultation would not seem to be necessary)

e) Proposals for planting new woodland. 
f) Proposals below the thresholds stated in Section 1 above.

Proposal Submission Stage
  

a) Proposals which are for measures which will be, or have been, subject to statutory consultation e.g. through the planning system, forestry consultation, Environmental Impact Assessment need not be passed to SEPA separately by case officers.

b) If not already picked up at SoI stage then there is an opportunity at Proposal Submission stage to alert SEPA as appropriate and prescribed above.

c) Alternatively, responses from SEPA at SoI stage should guide whether further consultation is required at Proposal stage.
