







CCWG Paper 26
Community Council Pilot Schemes – Way Forward
Scottish Government officials met with the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth on 4 February to discuss options with the Minister on his preferred way forward for Community Council Pilot Schemes.

The Minister is appreciative of the work undertaken by the Group and is content for community councils to be encouraged to undertake expanded roles and responsibilities, as allowed under current legislation, if they wish to do so.  These expanded responsibilities, many of which were identified by the Group, would be agreed locally with the relevant local authority, reflecting the position of areas such as Orkney.  The Minister did confirm, however, that he does not see particular value in carrying out Scottish Government evaluation of this type of activity, given that existing legislation allows for it and that it already takes place.

The Minister indicated that his preferred way forward was to identify one urban and one rural community council and to allocate each a fund of around £10k - £15k.  The fund would be wholly administered by the selected community councils, as they see fit, to undertake a specific project or projects that would add value to the community and encourage community engagement.  The Scottish Government would evaluate both “pilots”.
We would be grateful if you could consider the above and provide constructive feedback for discussion at the meeting.  In particular, we would welcome your views on the broad parameters for the fund (bearing in mind the intention is to give the selected community councils freedom in how they allocate the resource) and possible selection criteria.

