Scottish Government’s Working Group

on the Future of Community Councils

Draft Consultation Questionnaire

1. About you

Are you responding as:

1a)  an individual  

1b)  on behalf of a group or organisation

Address details

2. Statutory Purposes

2a)  Do you agree or disagree that the framework for creating, supporting and regulating community councils across Scotland is in need of modernisation and change?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


2b)  Do you agree or disagree that there is a need to establish a common framework for the creation  and support of community councils across Scotland?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


3. The Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 describes the general purpose of a community council as being: 

“to ascertain, co-ordinate and express to the local authorities for its area, and to public authorities, the views of the community which it represents, in relation to matters for which those authorities are responsible, and to take action in the interests of that community as appears to it to be expedient and practicable”.

3a)  How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the existing legislative description of the statutory purposes of community councils?

	Very Satisfied 
	Reasonably Satisfied
	Neither Satisfied nor dissatisfied
	Reasonably dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied
	Don’t know


4. Roles and Responsibilities

The model scheme states that it is essential that views expressed by community councils be “accurately representative of the community… and, accordingly, the community council will have in place recognised consultative mechanisms to validate their views; and devise strategies to secure greater involvement by all sectors of the community”.

4a)  In your opinion, what level of difficulty or ease is associated with the requirement for community councils to be “accurately representative of the community”?

	Extremely difficult
	Reasonably difficult   
	Neither difficult nor easy
	Reasonably easy  
	Extremely easy 
	Don’t know


4b)  Please state why.


4c)  How satisfied or dissatisfied are you with the model constitution?

	Very Satisfied 
	Reasonably Satisfied
	Neither Satisfied nor dissatisfied
	Reasonably dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied
	Don’t know


4d)  In what ways, if any, would you like to see the model constitution amended?

Co-opting individuals onto the community council is cited as a means of broadening both representation and expertise.  

4e)  To what extent do you agree or disagree that co-opting is an appropriate means of achieving this?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


4f)  What in your opinion should be the maximum level of co-opted members within a community council?

	No maximum level
	Not exceeding 75%
	Not exceeding 50% 
	Not exceeding 25%
	None
	Other


4g)  If other, please state what you believe the level should be and why.


4h)  Should local authorities be able to prescribe the extent to which co-opting is permissible?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


Community councils are directed to “make particular efforts to encourage young people and other under-represented groups to attend/participate in community council meetings”. 

4f)  Please provide any specific examples of successful efforts to involve young people/minority groups in community council business?


4g)  In your opinion, how satisfactory or unsatisfactory is the provision of a standard cashbook for maintaining a common standard in producing proper financial records and presenting financial reports?

	Very Satisfactory
	Reasonably Satisfactory
	Neither Satisfactory nor Unsatisfactory
	Reasonably Unsatisfactory
	Very Unsatisfactory
	Don’t know


5. Community Council Areas

5a)  In your opinion, how satisfactory or unsatisfactory are the current boundaries for your local community council?

	Very Satisfactory
	Reasonably Satisfactory
	Neither Satisfactory nor Unsatisfactory
	Reasonably Unsatisfactory
	Very Unsatisfactory
	Don’t know


5b)  How strongly do you agree or disagree that community council boundaries should nest within existing ward boundaries?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


6. Membership of Community Councils

6a)  In your opinion, what should be the minimum number of elected community councillors in a community council.

6b)  Please state number and give reason(s) for your answer.


6c)  Should local authorities be allowed to set their own formula for defining a maximum number of community council members, or should this be guided by the Scottish Government.

	Scottish Government
	Local Authorities
	Other


6d)  If “other”, please state your preference and why this is.


6f)  Do you agree or disagree with the age of 16 being established as the minimum age to stand for election as a community councillor?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


6g)  If you disagree, what do you believe the minimum age should be?


7. Election Method

It is proposed that the Single Transferable Vote (STV) should be encouraged to elect community council members.

7a)  Do you support or oppose the use of STV for community council electionss?  

	Strongly Support
	Tend to Support
	Neither support nor oppose
	Tend to Oppose
	Strongly Oppose
	Don’t know


7b)  If you oppose this proposal, please state why.


How strongly do you support or oppose the suggestions for elections described below: 

	7c)  Secret postal ballot
	Strongly Support
	Tend to Support
	Neither support nor oppose
	Tend to Oppose
	Strongly Oppose
	Don’t know

	7d)  Common election day / period
	Strongly Support
	Tend to Support
	Neither support nor oppose
	Tend to Oppose
	Strongly Oppose
	Don’t know


8. Constitutional Issues / Meetings

To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following proposals?

	8a) Community councils may  terminate membership for non attendance at meetings without apologies, for 6 months, 


	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	8b) Community councils should have the discretion not to terminate membership for non-attendance?


	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	8c) The quorum for community council meetings should be one third of the current voting membership, or 3 voting members, whichever is the greater?


	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know

	8d) The annual meeting to be held in a month to be determined by the local authority. 


	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


8e) Is there anything you would like to add to your responses above?  Please indicate whether your comment relates to item a, b, c or d.


9.
Dissolution

It is proposed that the local authority may take action to dissolve a community council, should it fail to hold a meeting for a period of 3 consecutive prescribed meeting dates; or its membership falls below the prescribed minimum for a period of 3 consecutive prescribed meeting dates.

10a)  Do you agree or disagree with this provision to dissolve a community council?

	Strongly Agree
	Tend to Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Tend to Disagree
	Strongly Disagree
	Don’t know


10
Other comments

Please use the space below for any other comments you may have about the review of community councils.


Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.

Please confirm:

Name:


…………………………………………………………………

Organisation

(if applicable):

…………………………………………………………………

Contact Address
…………………………………………………………………




…………………………………………………………………

Post Code:

…………………………………………………………………

Telephone Number:
…………………………………………………………………

E-Mail Address:
…………………………………………………………………


