
Community Council Working Group 

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 19 June 2007 

Scottish Executive, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh

Present:  
Rab Fleming (Chairman - Scottish Executive)

Mike Welsh (Dundee City Council)


Maureen Spence (Orkney Islands Council)

Alex Hewetson (Renfrewshire Council)

Alison Clark (Highland Council)

Helen Geddes (Stirling Council)

Lyn Kennedy (Stirling Council)

Stan Nutt (Broughty Ferry Community Council)

Sheila Garson (Shapinsay Community Council)

Graeme Donald (Lauderdale Community Council)

Chris Field (Shieldaig Community Council)

Peter Rickard (Thornhill and Blairdrummond Community Council)

Anil Gupta (COSLA)

Vincent Waters (Association of Scottish Community Councils (ASCC))

Diane Campbell (SOLAR)

Apologies:
Nicholas Walker (Howwood Community Council)

Clare Malster (Scottish Borders Council)

Neil Gunn (Dundee City Council)

Secretariat:
Anna Gilbert, Scottish Executive

Introductions
Rab Fleming from the Scottish Executive introduced himself. He explained the ongoing internal re-shuffle of policy responsibilities and explained that as Deputy Director with current lead policy responsibility for Community Councils he would temporarily Chair the CCWG until such times that the final responsibility was decided.  

Item 1:  Minutes of meeting

1. The minutes of the meeting of 8 May 2007 were agreed.

Item 2:  Meeting venues

2. It was agreed that one central location would be more accessible to the majority of the Group; therefore all future meetings will be held in the Scottish Executive, Edinburgh.  The Secretariat will inform Group member of the venues for already agreed dates.

Item 3:  CCWG Remit

3. The Chairman referred to the current remit of the CCWG and opened this up for discussion in light of the change in administration since the initial remit was agreed.   The Chairman gave a brief background to the SNP manifesto policies with regard to Community Councils in line with the manifesto policies from other political parties.  It was explained that the Executive would put forward proposals to Ministers on options for a way forward which would include feedback from this meeting. The Chairman advised that the scope for any proposals would need to be mindful of the forthcoming Spending Review outcome and that this may restrict anything too ambitious

4. The proposed options for the existing Group were to (a) wind up the Group until such times that Ministers made a decision; or (b) continue with the current Group with its current remit, or (c) seek an extended remit to include some scoping work on possible new roles for Community Councils, whilst continuing with the current remit in line with any proposals decided by Ministers.  

5.  Firstly the Group discussed their preferred way forward and indicated the topics they wished the Executive to put to Ministers, including the following:

· What could be achieved without primary legislation

· Issues with aligning community council boundaries to new local government ward boundaries

· Options and implications for giving Community Councils wider powers
6.  The Group then discussed the options with regard to its continuation and it was agreed that unless advised otherwise it should continue, with a view to becoming a scoping Group, as it has both relevant and diverse representation.  It was also agreed to continue with the current remit as it was felt that would be a good baseline to ensure that Community Councils were potentially effective  for any proposed extension of their roles, but that the 3 key targets set out in the original remit be completed in a shorter timescale that initially suggested.  This will enable the Group to be in a position to undertake any proposals Ministers may wish them to take forward.

Item 4:  Work-plan

7. The work-plan was discussed with consideration to the shorter timescale agreed above.

Action:

· Issue revised draft work-plan – Anna Gilbert

8. It was decided that it would be more beneficial for individual Group members to take ownership of papers/work-streams and that they would produce a 1st draft which would be circulated electronically to other group members for comment.  They would then bring the considered document to designated meetings for discussion and on agreement it would be circulated to relevant stakeholders for comment prior to the production of the final draft.  The 1st drafts to be produced for the September meeting were agreed.

Action:

· Model Community Council Scheme for Local Authorities – Alex Hewetson

· Code of Conduct for Community Councillors – Anna Gilbert

· Elections for Community Councils – Alison Clark
It was agreed that an amended work-plan would be issued to Group members by the Secretariat.

Item 5:  Discussion and input to Code of Conduct

9. As agreed above this paper will be produced for the next meeting.  The Group discussed issues which should be considered. Suggestions included:

· Input from the Standards Commission

· Consideration of codes of conduct for local authority councillors as basis for community councillor code of conduct. 
· Enforcement of the code.
Item 6:  Discussion and input to CCWG Paper 4 on Model Community Scheme for Local Authorities

10. As agreed above this paper will be produced for the next meeting.  The Group discussed issues which should be considered. Suggestions included:

· Funding

· Clarification of funds needed

· Public liability provision/corporate body status

· Prescriptive/non prescriptive schemes

Item 7:  Discussion and input to CCWG Paper 5 on elections for Community Councils
11. As agreed above this paper will be produced for the next meeting.  The Group discussed issues which should be considered. Suggestions included:

· Nominations from local organisations

· Local authority councillor involvement

· Support systems

· Co-option
Item 8:  Any other business

12. There was no other business.

.  

CCWG Secretariat

Scottish Executive

June 2007

