SPEECH BY THE CABINET SECRETARY FOR RURAL AFFAIRS AND THE ENVIRONMENT RICHARD LOCHHEAD MSP TO OPEN THE CLIMATE CHALLENGE FUND FOR APPLICATIONS, JUNE 3, 2008, AT SHAWLANDS ACADEMY, GLASGOW 
Outline: Government’s purpose – Communities working together to reduce their carbon footprint.  

Introduction and purpose

Climate Change 

· Climate Change is one of the biggest challenges facing us today. 

· Scotland is being affected as other parts of the world. 

· The increase in average rainfall and number of extreme rainfall or storm events pose a significant threat to Scotland’s people, the economy and the natural environment. 

· The destructive potential of storm events has already been evidenced by the 2002 Glasgow floods and 2005 Western Isles storm, and of course in Gloucestershire in 2007.
· Scotland and the communities that are its core can be part of the solution as well.  

· Communities are already taking action with our support. Examples are; Barra and Vatersay with a population of around 1100, much the same as the school population here at Shawlands, have worked as a community to write a carbon action plan and begin to take urgent steps to reduce their carbon emissions. 
· As well as Perth and Kinross Community carbon reduction project who are working to support a range of activities, including energy efficiency measures, to benefit their local communities.
· The Scottish Government is committed to reducing emissions by 80% by 2050,

· Ambitious we know, and absolutely necessary. 

· Our Scottish Climate Change Bill, introduced before the end of this year, will set a strong example to encourage and inspire others to take action.  

· There are lots of things we can do as individuals to reduce our carbon emissions, 

· But if we act and work together as communities we can do even more.

Sustainable Places 

· Climate Challenge Fund is the latest in a programme of complementary programmes including ‘Smarter Choices, Smarter Places’,  Sustainable Communities Initiative and Energy Efficiency and Micro-Renewable funding for households, communities and business across Scotland – these programmes are all essential components in the effort to tackle climate change emissions, consumption and production patterns and encouraging behaviour change.
· In addition councils are playing their part, for example, Glasgow City Council has committed to purchasing the most environmentally friendly fleet vehicles currently available – aim of cutting CO2 emissions.
Climate Challenge Fund

· The Climate Challenge Fund will support communities to take direct action on climate change by reducing their carbon emissions. 

· Making over £18 million available over the next three years to support communities across Scotland. 

· We know there is an enthusiasm across Scotland to get to work on reducing climate change emissions.

· Taking the steps to help us all behave differently.

· Today, I am proud to announce that the Scottish Government in partnership with the Green Party are delighted to open the Climate Challenge Fund for applications.
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