NATIONAL TRANSPORT STRATEGY - STAKEHOLDER GROUP 

SECOND MEETING

Monday 15 December 2008, 11.00pm
Conference Room 2, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh

Attending
Diane McLafferty, Acting Director, Transport Directorate, Scottish Government (Chair) 
Frances Duffy, Director of Strategy and Investment, Transport Scotland (FD)
Philip Wright, Deputy Director, Climate Change, Scottish Government (PW)
Kay Barton, Deputy Director, Public Health and Health Improvement, Scottish Government (KB)
Graham Marchbank, Directorate for the Built Environment, Scottish Government (GM)
Fiona Locke, Strategy and Policy Team, Transport Strategy, Scottish Government (FL)
Alastair Mitchell, Partnership with Local Government, Transport Directorate, Scottish Government (AM)
Mick Wilson, Senior Economic Advisor, Transport Analytical Services, Scottish Government (MW)
Maf Smith, Scottish Director, Sustainable Development Commission Scotland (MS)
Stephen Boyd, Assistant Secretary, Scottish Trades Union Congress (SB)
Iain Docherty, Senior Lecturer / Director of MBA Programmes, University of Glasgow (IDoc)
James King, Convener, Passengers’ View Scotland (JK)
Marjory Rodger, Director, Government Relations, Confederation of Passenger Transport (MR)
Alistair Watson, Chair, SPT (AW)
Iain Duff, Chief Economist and Policy Manager, SCDI (IDu)
Ian Bruce, Chair, SCOTS (IB)
Tony Hughes, Economic Regeneration, Glasgow City Council (TH)
Chris Rich, Transport Strategy, Scottish Government (Secretariat)
Apologies
Iain McMillan, Director, CBI Scotland

Colin Borland, Press and Parliamentary Affairs Officer, Federation of Small Businesses

Susan Malcolm, Transport Strategy, Transport Directorate, Scottish Government

1. Welcome and Introductions

1.1 The Chair welcomed members, invited introductions for those new to the Group and informed the meeting that she was now Acting Director of Transport, following John Ewing’s move to Director of Public Sector Reform.
2. Minutes of Last Meeting
2.1 The Group approved the minutes of the first meeting.

3. Matters Arising
Draft Delivery Plan Update
3.1 The Draft Delivery Plan was now on the NTS website.  The Secretariat would update the Plan in the New Year.  Members would be informed when this had been done.  In the meantime, members were invited to provide feedback on the website.  The Chair reminded members that the Steering Group should be seen as providing a ‘challenge function’ and that this should be borne in mind when receiving material for consideration

Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) Update
3.2 FD provided a summary of the STPR announcement.  There followed a brief discussion on initial reactions from members:

· The Forth Replacement crossing project was welcomed but assurances were sought about wind proofing to protect public transport. 
· It was suggested that Bus Strategic Park and Ride was weak on the West of Scotland and that hard shoulder running should be used exclusively by Public Transport, based on the Belfast model.
· A comment was made expressing disappointment about the omission of the Glasgow Cross Rail project. 
3.3 The STPR team will continue to work with Planning colleagues and feed into the NPF2 Action Plan due to be issued around March 2009.  
3.4 It was agreed that the Group would revisit the review once members had been able to study the reports, which were available on the Transport Scotland website, in more detail.

Climate Change Update
3.5 PW informed the Group that Royal Assent had been given to the UK Climate Change Bill in November and the Scottish Climate Change Bill had been published on 5 December.  The Scottish Bill included ambitious emission reduction targets, covering, inter alia, emissions from international aviation and shipping, and stringent reporting provisions.  

3.6 The UK Committee on Climate Change Report published on 1 December highlighted that there was significant potential for emission reduction through changes in driver behaviour and modal shift.  
3.7 A Strategic Overview of cost effective emission reduction measures over the next 40 years is in preparation.  In addition to supporting the implementation of the Scottish Bill once enacted, it will also inform Scottish Ministers input to the UK process.  It was agreed that the Strategic Overview should be an agenda item for the next meeting.

National Planning Framework Update
3.8 GM updated the Group about the draft NPF2, which outlined a vision for Scotland’s development to 2030.  This had been laid before Parliament for 60 days.
3.9 The NPF2 contained 12 National Developments, seven of which were Transport related and linked to the STPR.  The final NPF2 would be published by Spring 2009.
Equally Well Update
3.10 KB provided the Group with an update on Equally Well, a cross sector look at addressing inequalities in health between rich and poor areas.  The report of the Ministerial Task Force on Health Inequalities had been published in June and an implementation plan had just been published.
3.11 Work was also ongoing on a cross Government, cross sector look at rising obesity levels and how to maintain a healthy weight.  This had involved looking at relevant evidence from different Government strategies.  There would be a transport role within this which would be taken forward in due course.
Sustainable Development Commission Scotland Update

3.12 MS provided an update on the Sustainable Development Commission annual assessment.  This was the second of four SDC annual assessments, which provided a review of the action taken by the Scottish Government since May 2007 in delivering sustainable development policies.  The report had identified challenges that the SDC felt the Scottish Government must tackle in order to make progress.  
3.13 The annual assessment had expressed concern about the budgets for active travel and public transport and welcomed the development of the carbon balance sheet and carbon assessment tool.  Members also welcomed support for active travel and rail and sea freight but concern was expressed about aviation expansion. 

3.14 Next steps would include advising the Scottish Government on the Carbon Assessment Tool.
4. Policy Sector Map – Paper NTS SG 06-2008
4.1 The Policy Sector Map set the context of the immediate and wider environment within which transport lay.  This would be a living document, updated regularly.
4.2 The Group were generally happy with the map and its content and the following suggestions were made:

· The Cycling Action Plan should be tied into the Strategic Park and Ride STPR project.
· Once known, timings for STPR consultations should be included in the Map.
· An update on the ongoing Ferries review would be helpful.
5. Long Term Transport Trends

5.1 MW gave a presentation on Long Term Transport Trends.  These trends confirmed that all modes of transport had increased in the last ten years.
5.2 There was discussion during the presentation with themes including:

· falling car occupancy rates and comparisons with Europe, which could be revisited at a future meeting;
· concern about increasing axle weight of HGVs;
· interest in the reasons why children over 17 stop using public transport;
· future trends in relation to climate change and the possibility of international comparisons with countries with comparable technologies; and
· the value of looking at trends going back further than the last ten years which often gave a different perspective.
5.3 On accessibility, members expressed the view that, there was a perception that hospitals could be inaccessible to patients and that most with patient appointments would use their cars to travel to the hospital particularly now that hospital car park charges had been dropped.  There was mention of a pilot scheme running in Glasgow where those being given hospital appointments were also given a personal travel plan.  A suggestion was made that it would be helpful to extend the pilot to also include free travel tickets with the travel plan, therefore discouraging car use.  MR agreed to investigate this possibility further.  
6. Draft Work Plan Paper NTS SG 07-2008
6.1 The Group were asked to provide comments and reactions to the Draft Work Plan by e-mail before the next meeting in March.
7. Date of Future Meetings

7.1 Members would receive suggested dates for 2009 meetings by e-mail.
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