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Apologies
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1. Welcomes and Introductions

1.1 Diane welcomed members, invited introductions and informed the meeting that the new convenor for the Mobility and Access Committee for Scotland would be joining the group when appointed.
2. NTS Update – Paper NTS SG 01-2008
2.1 The paper provided an update on progress to date in delivering the commitments in the NTS and provided an update on analytical work being undertaken.  The main topics of discussion were:

· Enforcement of the 70mph speed limit.  It was agreed that evidence from further afield than the UK should be considered in relation to this and that the Transport Analytical Services Team would think about how to take this forward.  

· Traffic flow management and how it affects congestion and Co2.  It was agreed that there should be a discussion on this at a future meeting.
· Progress on the development of a Carbon Balance Sheet for transport in Scotland.

3. NTS in the wider Scottish Government Context – Paper NTS SG-02 2008
3.1 It was agreed that this paper should be updated as issues arise.  

3.2 There was then a discussion on the impact that large planning developments can have on the transport network.  It was agreed that the group should look at ongoing work in relation to this.

4. Stakeholder Group – Remit, Lifespan and Membership – Paper NTS SG-03 2008
4.1 There was a general discussion about the proposed remit for the Group and ideas about what Scotland’s transport priorities should be.  Suggestions included:

· Maintenance of non-trunk networks and the scope for the Scottish Government and Local Authorities to have more strategic input to the process.  

· Capability of the rail network in carrying modern day freight containers.
· Climate proofing of transport policies.

· Transport and Planning (sustainable development) as discussed at item 3.

4.2 It was explained that membership of the Group had been restricted. It was recognised that this means that not all areas of expertise or interest are covered but the Group were assured that it will be possible for others to be invited to contribute to meetings as appropriate depending on the issues being discussed.

4.3 The Group were encouraged to think about what their outputs will be, e.g. reports to the Minister about particular issues and suggested solutions; papers for dissemination to the transport sector; the commissioning of research; and their contribution to the formal review of the NTS in 2010/11.
5. Draft Delivery Plan – NTS SG-04 2008
5.1 The Delivery Plan will be a living document on the Scottish Government website which will be regularly updated.

5.2 There was discussion on some of the topics included in the Delivery Plan, including:
· The school run and short car journeys.  

· Subsidising new ferry services in Inverclyde.  

· Portraying working in the transport sector in a positive light.  

· The health and health inequalities agenda within the NTS and parallel strands of thinking between health and transport.

· A common agenda between transport and climate change.  

· Key trends, especially those that are causing concern.  

· A pricing mechanism that encourages more use of public transport.

· The role of qualitative, as opposed to quantitative, research. 

5.3 The group then discussed possible topics for consideration at future meetings:

· A presentation on long term transport trends

· An update on the STPR

· A discussion on the short journey, school transport agenda

· A discussion on sustainable solutions for transport and planning

· A map which links what is happening in different policy sectors e.g. transport, health, planning and climate change.

5.4 The Secretariat agreed to provide a draft work plan for the next meeting of the group.
5.5 The Group were asked to think about innovative ways of working together, particularly between meetings; to provide comments on the draft Delivery Plan; and to flag up any best practice examples they would like to see included in the NTS Delivery Plan.

5.6 There was some discussion on how the Group might work in practice.  It was suggested they could provide a challenge function similar to that provided by the Commission for Integrated Transport.
5.7 The Secretariat were asked to consider how the Delivery Plan might be equality proofed.
6. Date of next meeting
6.1 It was agreed that the next meeting would be at the start of December.

