
www.Kirkwood-Lockerbie.co.uk

www.TasteWhisky.com
www.SeaTroutFestival.com

E-mail: through the above websites
or: AISTEEL@AOL.com Office: 01576510200

[Fax: 01576 510363]

Dear Sirs,

Consultation - Knife Crime

Knives
Yes Kives can be lethal weapons, and society should not encourage people to carry them for
protection or as a status symbol.

But many ordinary working, often rural, folk need knives every day, and the definition of
"non-domestic" does not cover this. I use a knife to cut sheep's hooves, cut strings, repair machines,
grulloch deer and in many other ways as an angler, shooter and farmer. I need it every day. I would see
this as yet another attack on rural life.

Increasing the age from 16 to 18 is pointless. If society continues to treat 16 and 17 year olds as
children then of course they will behave like children.

Swords >
The Executive's consulation summary published the numbers of knife crimes but did not publisbTthe
number of sword crimes. Why not? Is it because it is small? Is this a sledgehammer to crack a nut?
Whilst on statistics: how many of these knife murders (average 54 a year) are using domestic
knives? Anyway many people own old swords for decorative, historical, sentimental, family reasons.
They should be allowed to do so. The "nanny state" will have to be curtailed soon.

Overall
I urge the Exutive to concentrate on the cause not the symptom. Create a society where fewer people
want to be violent, dont just try to address the violence after it starts to manifest itself, by trying to take
away the methods. There will always be methods. There will always be weapons of some kind.

Yours faithfully

/ UU
A Steel
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