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CIPFA is one of the leading professional accountancy bodies in the UK and the only one
which specialises in the public services. It is responsible for the education and training of
professional accountants and for their regulation through the setting and monitoring of
professional standards. Uniquely among the professional accountancy bodies in the UK,
CIPFA has responsibility for setting accounting standards for a significant part of the
economy, namely local government. CIPFA’s members work (often at the most senior level)
in public service bodies, in the national audit agencies and major accountancy firms. They are
respected throughout for their high technical and ethical standards, and professional integrity.
CIPFA also provides a range of high quality advisory, information, and training and
consultancy services to public service organisations. As such, CIPFA is the leading
independent commentator on managing and accounting for public money.
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CIPFA is pleased to present its comments on the Charity Accounting Regulations
consultation paper, which has been considered by the Charities Panel. We first comment on
the proposals generally and then answer one of the specific questions posed.

1 In general CIPFA welcomes the proposals put forward by the Scottish Executive and
feels that they will be creative of a regime stronger than that put forward for England
and Wales.

2 Do you think the approach taken to UK wide charities in the proposals is the

right one?

Yes, CIPFA welcomes the flexibility in the options put forward.
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