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FINE QUALITY HAND FORGED SWORDS AND DIRKS

Monday, 21st February 2005

Dear sir/madam,

I am writing to you with my responses to the knife Legislation proposals outlined in your recent ‘Protecting
Communities’ publication. My responses to the three questions are as follows;

Question 12. No I do not believe that further penalties will help to reduce Knife Crime. I have talked with
serving Police Officers on the matter and the general opinion is that there is currently more than adequate
Legislation in place, and that it is rather a reluctance on the behalf of the Courts to impose adequate sentenc-
ing that is at the heart of the matter. this should be given serious consideration.

Question13. No, there are many legitimate reasons for carrying a knife, it is not acceptable to arrest a person
for carrying a knife, only where there is suspicion of an offence of assault rather than possession. This would
allow for the arrest and detention of hill walkers, Fishermen, tradesmen and chefs.

Question 14. Yes , that is a reasonable suggestion.

I have added my further thoughts below and hope that you will find time to read them .

I have been invited to participate in the public consultation process in regard to the Executives proposals on
Knife Crime legislation. As a professional Sword Smith of fifteen years I hope that my opinions on the matter
can be given some consideration prior to the publication of a Draft proposal, and that I can in some way con-
tribute to a favourable outcome in the debate.

I think that firstly it is necessary to establish why there is a separate consideration for the sale of swords, as
swords currently have the same status in law as knives, and in my opinion should be given the same consid-
eration in regard to licensing agreements etc. When the First Minister made his initial speech outlining the
proposals he specifically called for a ban on the sale of Swords in Scotland, on the grounds that it is funda-
mentally wrong, in his opinion, to buy or own a sword. At the time I was under the impression that his state-
ment had been made in response to either significant crime statistics or as the result of pressure group de-
mands, or that at the very least there was some evidence that such a proposal was somehow in the Public In-
terest, I have not been able to find evidence for any of these basic criteria.

When questions were asked by Jamie McGrigor MSP as to numbers and statistics of swords in relation to
Crime the Justice Department replied to the affect that there are no centrally available figures as Swords and
Knives are not differentiated in Law. This led me to ask some questions of my own of Lothian and Borders
Police, who were able to break down their figures for me. The resulting analysis indicates that assaults with a
sword are just over 2 percent of the total ‘Knife Assault’ figures, not a credible figure on which to base a Ban,
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