
SUPPORTING POLICE, PROTECTING
COMMUNITIES: PROPOSALS FOR LEGISLATION

Further to my letters to the First Minister and Mr Gery McLaughlin of 28 December
2004, I am responding to the consultation on behalf of members of the International
Committee of Museums and Collections of Arms and Military History (ICOMAM), the
official committee oflCOM (the International Council of Museums) that represents
military and arms museums around the world. My comments are restricted to the
proposals on Knife crime (Section 3, pp 17 - 20).

Our members spend much of their time studying the historical and contemporary use of
arms and are therefore aware of the growing problem in some societies caused by the
misuse ofbladed weapons. We understand the motivation behind the present proposals
to ban the sale of swords, restrict the sale of non-domestic knives and criminalize their
possession in a public place. We support the intentions.

However, we are concerned both about the practicability of the proposals and their
possible effects upon both the work of Scottish museums and the staff who work in
them.

The following remarks are intended to raise issues that need to be carefully considered
before initiating or amending legislation or introducing any new regulations under
exsiting laws and powers. Our members have very considerable experience of such
issues and will be happy to help and advise on matters of practicality, definition etc.

The first point to make is that you propose to treat knives and swords differently, the
wecond is that you intend to treat domestic knives and other knives (and daggers)
differently. Both of these courses will involve you in fixing a legally enforceable
definition of each category of weapon. This may not be easy. Swords, knives and
daggers come in a variety of shapes and sizes and are made of a wide variety of materials.
Will you be able legally to distinguish one from the other? Here are just two questions:

. When does a knife become a sword? Is it a question of blade length? Perhaps,
but there are very short swords (including children's swords and models) that are
much shorter in the blade than weapons that most would define as daggers. Is it a
question of hilt type? Probably not, as both swords and and knives have a similar
variety of hilts, both with and without guards for the hand.

. How can you define a non-domestic knife? A domestic carving knife will have a
sharp blade and a hilt with or without a guard for the hand and with or without
decoration, so will a non-domestic knife. A gardening or pruning knife has the
same charactersitics as many knives sold for 'non-domestic' purposes.

There are also questions that are common to both swords and knives. Here are just two :




