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Supporting Police, Protecting Communities: Proposals for Legislation

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above consultation document.

The Scottish Police Federation believes that the proposals outlined in the consultation
document will be of considerable help to our members in delivering an efficient and
effective police service to the people of Scotland.

Our responses are aligned to the questions as they appear in the consultation document.

Supporting the Scottish Police Service - The national delivery of services

Before addressing the questions in this section of the paper we wish to make some
general comment about the SDEA. The future of the SDEA is in some ways linked to the
proposed Serious and Organised Crime Squad. Our concerns about that organisation are
detailed elsewhere. The SPF fully supports the Scottish Executive's determination that the
SDEA be staffed by police officers and not, as proposed for SOCA, by "agents". Police
officers are independent, politically impartial and able to use their own discretion. Police
officers can only be dismissed under disciplinary or efficiency regulations or on grounds
of ill health. They cannot be dismissed on notice and it is these conditions of service that
ensure they act independently and in a non-partisan manner. SOCA agents would not be
independent; they could be dismissed on notice and would be accountable to a politically
controlled and directed agency. The decision of the UK Government to employ agents is
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