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Name: ColinMacDonald

I am responding as an individual, agree to my response being made available to the public in the SE
libary and/or website, and am happy for the SEto contact me in future in relation to this consultation
response.

I write with specific reference to section 3 "Knifecrime", particularly sections 3.6 and 3.13, 'and the
proposal, expressed in this document, to in future list swords as prohibited specified offensive weapons
for the purpose of the Criminal Justice Act 1988. I understand that this is not being proposed for
immediate action, but this document does indicate specific proposals in that respect and Iwould like to
respond to them at this point.

I have an interest in livinghistory and historic reenactment. Aspart of my hobby, I purchase, display
and use, under carefully controlled conditions, usually with the knowledge and explicit prior permission
of the local Scottish Police forces, steel swords of various designs. This is done in public, at historic
venues, fairs and even in schools as part of the National Curriculum, for entertainment and education
purposes. A blanket ban on sword sale and manufacture in Scotland, as proposed in this document, will
effect me and many other law abiding Scots significantly.

I note with some discomfort that while the media reports that the intent of the Executive is to ban
"samuraiswords",that nosuchdistinctionis beingmadeat this stage. Iwouldurgethe Executiveat this
early stage to take account of these specific conditions relating to swords, the overwhelming majority of
which are used for safe and legal purposes:

Scottish museums and private collectors of mtlitary memorabilia regularly purchase, sell and lend
swords.

Film and theatre require the use of both blunt and occasionally sharp swords.
Several small Scottish businesses and individuals make their livingfrom manufacturing both blunt and

sharp swords for reenactment and display use.
Modern sports fencers use foil, sabre and epee swords. Afencing blade with the blunt end button

removed is quite capable of being used as a lethal weapon.
Historic reenactors use swords, blunted and occasionally sharp for display, under carefully controlled

conditions.
The very definition of a sword is problematicaL I personally own a wide variety of implements with

various btade i,enoths, materiaJs, construction types, weights, Quardsand Dommels,and the distinction"' , .. ~ ~ , '

between knife, swore, and pole arm is fuzzy and a[-guabie,
Should I be unable to obtain any more swords for reenactment use, ! could switch to using axes. !

wouldpoint out that the samesolutionvviUvery likelyoccurto individuals"\fishingto obtain swordsfor
use as offensive weapons,

Scottish svyorcov/ners wHt~'=:"2;:th;the bizarre position of beingtechmcallyalloV,fedtocanttnueL;sing




