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INTRODUCTION



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

Introduction

Last year we announced that future planning audit unit reports would be presented as statistics
on our Planning Home Page. We will continue to give a brief commentary on the tables of local
authority and Executive performance on planning, with notes on the work of the unit, on some
of the year’s key findings and issues raised for the Executive.
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THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

The Planning Audit Unit

The Planning Audit Unit was formed in 1996 to review councils’ development control
performance, to work with individual councils to identify best practice and areas where
improvements could be made to the processes and services. The audits were later extended to
cover development planning. Two thirds of Scottish councils have now had a planning audit.
The map overleaf shows Audit coverage to date and proposals for the coming year.
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PLANNING AUTHORITY
PERFORMANCE



Planning Authority Performance

All Applications:

Overall performance has improved in the
face of a significant rise in planning
applications. The number of applications
handled in Scotland annually has reached
47,312, 10% up on last year. Three councils,
Moray, North Lanarkshire and East
Dunbartonshire, experienced increases of
20% and more.

Previous years have seen a fairly consistent
average of 41,000 - 42,000 applications
across Scotland. The increased numbers
appear to be mainly for householder, minor
residential and other minor development,
while there has been a decline in
advertisement applications.

Despite this increase in the number of
applications, 66% were determined within 2
months compared with 61% five years
earlier. Performance continues to fluctuate
seasonally, with summer highs (67%) and
winter lows (64%).

The wide variation in performance between
councils reflects local circumstances and
practices. Since April 2001, 18 authorities
have improved their performance.
Clackmannanshire and Fife reached or
exceeded the 80% target. Some, like
Shetland, are showing a decline. Only two
councils have two-month performance
levels lower than 55%, Glasgow City and
North Lanarkshire. Both are being covered
by present or planned audits.

The target of determining 85% of
applications in three months has been met
or exceeded by Angus, Clackmannanshire,
Dundee City, East Dunbartonshire, East
Lothian, East Renfrewshire, Fife, Inverclyde,
Moray, Orkney, Perth and Kinross,
Renfrewshire, Scottish Borders, West Lothian
and the Western Isles. The lowest rate was
71% whereas last year’s lowest was 66%.
This is a significant improvement.
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1996-7 61%
1997-8 62%
1998-9 65%
1999-0 64%
2000-1 63%
2001-2 66%



ALL APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS –
TARGET: 80%

1 April 1996 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 1997 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Planning Authority

Aberdeen City 2341 67 1081 61 1041 56 1114 64
Aberdeenshire 3536 65 1721 71 1618 66 1921 73
Angus 1209 74 566 75 577 72 641 68
Argyll and Bute 1162 45 693 63 730 70 774 68

Clackmannanshire 334 67 159 81 156 90 132 88

Dumfries & Galloway 1654 66 847 68 822 60 1053 64
Dundee City 909 51 317 64 341 58 396 70

East Ayrshire 824 69 395 64 354 58 481 59
East Dunbartonshire 627 64 452 70 459 72 609 74
East Lothian 1034 42 576 80 587 73 592 80
East Renfrewshire 524 71 414 67 366 75 484 74
Edinburgh City 2606 40 2395 53 2093 61 2485 66

Falkirk 818 61 432 62 386 62 438 66
Fife 3890 70 1687 75 1532 77 1741 82

Glasgow City 3065 49 1484 50 1568 49 1563 56

Highland 1778 62 1645 57 2006 61

Inverclyde 482 59 247 76 238 74 259 79

Midlothian 593 63 369 65 401 63 394 71
Moray 1037 52 504 76 559 77 630 77

North Ayrshire 809 60 384 65 370 57 448 61
North Lanarkshire 1397 67 711 60 787 46 827 59

Orkney 292 58 167 68 143 67 185 81

Perth and Kinross 1872 76 873 74 756 71 986 72

Renfrewshire 917 60 548 76 529 63 576 64

Scottish Borders 1495 46 908 64 849 65 967 69
Shetland 420 81 196 79 152 61 201 67
South Ayrshire 1347 63 700 65 627 63 656 68
South Lanarkshire 1723 62 987 70 875 68 1110 72
Stirling 943 62 503 64 521 54 521 65

West Dunbartonshire 441 59 200 67 199 61 203 62
West Lothian 1037 83 581 79 568 71 668 81
Western Isles 451 53 194 78 174 76 228 80

Scotland 39789 61 23069 66 22023 64 25289 67
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Householder

An improvement of 3% over the previous year
against a target of deciding 90% of
householder applications in two months was
recorded in 2001/2002. Nine councils met the
90% target: Aberdeenshire, Argyll and Bute,
Clackmannanshire, Falkirk, Fife, Inverclyde,
Moray, Perth & Kinross and South Lanarkshire.

The target for determining householder
applications in three months is 95%. Returns
to March 2002 show 16 councils achieving
this, three more than the previous year. The
Scottish average is now 94%, an improvement
on last year’s average. No council had a 3
month householder performance of less than
88%.

Minerals

There are relatively few minerals applications.
During the period, authorities determined 74
applications relating to mineral extraction.
20% of these were decided within the two
months and 34% within three months. There
has been no change in this trend in the past
two periods. The remaining 66% of the 74
applications determined took longer than 3
months to reach a decision. Many applications
for mineral extraction are accompanied by an
Environmental Impact Assessment and raise
complex issues. Some are locally controversial.
For these reasons they tend to take longer to

deal with. Within the period, 15 of the 32
authorities did not determine any mineral
applications.

Conservation

In this period, there were 3,647 applications
for listed building or conservation area
consent, about 7.5% of the total caseload.
Although improvements have been made in
recent years, on average only 37% of
applications for listed building and
conservation area consent are determined in
two months and 66% in three months.
Although these figures remain low, they show
a gradual improvement over previous years.

Section 75 Agreements

The last two six-monthly returns show that
decisions associated with Planning
Agreements increased by more than 10% over
the year and now run at around 200 a year.
There are very big differences between
authorities. Aberdeenshire continues to record
the highest number of agreements.

Enforcement

Planning authorities have the discretionary
powers to take formal enforcement action
where it appears there has been a breach of
planning control. Powers are fully described
and explained in PAN 54: Planning
Enforcement, published in 1999.

10
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In the year October 2001 to September 2002,
6,838 cases were investigated and 918 notices
issued. Enforcement cases often begin with
complaints to planning authorities about
alleged unauthorised development, or
activities that cause nuisance to neighbours.
Notices issued are Planning Contravention
Notices, Enforcement Notices, Breach of
Condition Notices and Stop Notices.

There is wide variation between authorities in
the numbers of cases taken up and notices
served. Over Scotland as a whole the rate of
notices served to cases taken up is 13.4%. In
Dundee City, East Ayrshire, Fife, Glasgow City
and West Dunbartonshire the rate is over
30%, while in East Dunbartonshire, Shetland
and West Lothian it is less than 5%. East
Lothian and Moray councils issued no notices.

Development Plan Departures:

Applications advertised as potential
departures increased from 1,458 to 1,621 in the
reporting year, matching the overall increase
in applications for the year. The rate of
approved departures has changed little over
the years and now stands at 14 in every 1000
applications. As in earlier years there are big
variations between authorities.
Aberdeenshire, Dundee City, East Ayrshire and
South Lanarkshire all recorded over 35 per
1000 applications, though no council had
more than 40. Seven councils recorded no
approved departures.

Development Plan Coverage

Returns to the Executive show a decline in the
coverage of adopted up-to-date plans
(adopted in the last five years) from around
40% in September 2001 to around 34% in
September 2002. This fall is mainly due to
local plans in Aberdeenshire and Angus
becoming more than five years old. If the
finalised local plans now coming forward
across Scotland are included, the position
appears more positive, improving from around
62% in September 2001 to 74% in September
2002. All these figures express coverage in
population rather than area terms.
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Telecommunications

Planning authorities have been asked to
submit separate statistics on applications for
telecoms developments since the introduction
of the new planning controls in July 2001.
Research has now been commissioned to
evaluate the effect of the new controls.

The figures for 2002 show that the number of
telecoms applications received by planning
authorities steadily dropped from a high of
310 in the first quarter to just over 200 in the
third and fourth quarters. Levels remain
highest in the cities where rollout of third
generation networks and capacity
improvements in second generation networks
are focussed.

During the third quarter of 2002 the number
of applications determined was higher than
the number received. This is a positive change
and suggests that the backlog from 2001 is
now clearing. Performance against the 2-
month target has improved from 33%
determined within 2 months during the first
quarter of 2002 to over 50% within 2 months
in the last 2 quarters of the year. However,
there are a number of councils with
consistently poor performance where
improvement is required. Telecoms application
statistics for the period October to December
2002 will be included in the next report.

12
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Scottish Executive Performance

Structure Plans

Scottish Ministers aim to approve structure
plans within 40 weeks of submission, unless
an EIP is necessary. Performance in processing
submitted plans to approval against the 40-

week target leaves considerable room for
improvement, although in some cases the
delay in approval was as a result of legal
challenge. The target is clearly demanding yet
the intention remains to try to reach it
whenever possible. Most recently, the Dundee
and Angus plan was successfully determined
in 36 weeks.
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Structure Plan Submitted: Approved: Weeks:

Highland 17 March 2000 23 March 2001 53

Lothian (Opencast) 31 March 2000 19 March 2001 50

North East Scotland Together 26 April 2001 21 December 2001 34

Glasgow & The Clyde Valley 19 July 2000 1 May 2002 93

Stirling & Clackmannanshire 24 August 2000 21 March 2002 82

Shetland Islands 4 September 2000 19 January 2001 20

Fife 31 January 2001 3 July 2002 74

Falkirk 5 February 2001 29 May 2002 69

Orkney 18 May 2001 29 November 2001 28

Borders 31 May 2001 12 September 2002 67

Argyll & Bute 19 November 2001 14 November 2002 52

Dundee & Angus 8 February 2002 14 October 2002 36

STRUCTURE PLANS: TIME TAKEN FOR APPROVAL



Casework Performance

In the period April 2001 - March 2002, 92% of
cases notified to Scottish Ministers were
determined within 28 days against a target of
80%, while 98% were determined within two
months against a target of 100%. Since
1997/98 the Executive has improved its
performance against both targets.

In the same period the percentage of
decisions on inquiry cases made within two
and three months of receipt of report from
Scottish Executive Inquiry Reporters Unit
(SEIRU) was 75% against a target of 80% and
81% against a target of 100% respectively.

Inquiry Cases
(including recalled appeals and called-in
notified and NID cases): time taken to
determine from receipt of report from
SEIRU 

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 
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* 6 months only

Total In 28 % In 2 %
Cases days months

1997/98 213 179 84 204 96

1998/99 242 201 83 227 94

1999/00 261 213 82 243 93

2000/01 282 242 86 273 97

2001/02 251 230 92 247 98

2002/03* 156 129 83 135 87

Notified Applications
(including NIDs):
time taken to clear or call-in

* 6 months only

Total In 2 % In 3 %
Cases months months

1997/98 49 41 84 46 94

1998/99 58 50 86 56 97

1999/00 47 28 60 37 79

2000/01 71 48 68 62 87

2001/02 58 44 75 47 81

2002/03* 27 20 74 23 85



Scottish Ministers Involvement in
Planning Cases

The table opposite sets out the number of
planning decisions made in each local
authority and the level of Scottish Executive
involvement (the number of notified
applications, Notice of Intention to Develop
cases and recalled appeals). Since the number
of cases annually is fairly small, the figures are
given for the period April 1996 to March 2002.
Ministers’ involvement in casework is very
limited in all parts of the country compared to
the total number of decisions made by
councils.
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Total decisions Total Executive
cases decided

Aberdeen City 12863 2
Aberdeenshire 20036 9
Angus 6767 0
Argyll & Bute 7852 14

Clackmannanshire 2012 0

Dumfries & Galloway 9771 3
Dundee City 4724 4

E. Ayrshire 4678 3
E. Dunbartonshire 4651 3
E. Lothian 6411 5
E. Renfrewshire 3862 4
Edinburgh 21311 15

Falkirk 4973 6
Fife 20355 9

Glasgow 18400 12

Highland 21107 37

Inverclyde 2913 2

Midlothian 3976 11
Moray 6186 2

N. Ayrshire 4616 2
N. Lanarkshire 8794 27

Orkney 2025 0

Perth and Kinross 10487 4

Renfrewshire 5841 3

Scottish Borders 8997 6
Shetland 2247 5
South Ayrshire 7390 4
South Lanarkshire 10296 18
Stirling 5605 6

W. Dunbartonshire 2653 1
W. Lothian 6175 1
Western Isles 2271 1

Scotland TOTAL 257545 219

PLANNING DECISIONS AND SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE CASES:
April 1996-March 2002



The table opposite shows notified cases. Over
the period April 1996 - March 2002, 976 cases
were notified to the Scottish Ministers. During
that period 190 (19%) were called-in and a
decision to refuse was made in 83 (9%).
Glasgow and North Lanarkshire Councils had
the highest number of notified applications,
while Highland Council had the highest
number called-in and refused, most were
trunk road referrals.

18
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Notified cases Called-in Refused

Aberdeen City 19 5 1
Aberdeenshire 48 6 0
Angus 2 0 0
Argyll & Bute 30 9 6

Clackmannanshire 6 0 0

Dumfries & Galloway 23 6 3
Dundee City 12 1 0

E. Ayrshire 36 4 1
E. Dunbartonshire 14 0 0
E. Lothian 9 1 0
E. Renfrewshire 20 2 1
Edinburgh 54 10 3

Falkirk 22 5 2
Fife 40 2 1

Glasgow 117 6 4

Highland 72 35 19

Inverclyde 10 1 0

Midlothian 55 16 7
Moray 37 3 1

N. Ayrshire 20 3 2
N. Lanarkshire 95 24 13

Orkney 4 0 0

Perth and Kinross 10 6 3

Renfrewshire 27 2 1

Scottish Borders 18 5 3
Shetland 11 4 5
South Ayrshire 41 3 1
South Lanarkshire 60 21 5
Stirling 21 3 1

W. Dunbartonshire 7 0 0
W. Lothian 52 7 0
Western Isles 3 0 0

Scotland TOTAL 976 190 83

CASES NOTIFIED TO SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE, CALL-INS,
REFUSALS: April 1996-March 2002
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Findings from this Year’s Audits

This year three full audits were carried out by
the Planning Audit Unit, examining the whole
planning service in Midlothian,
Clackmannanshire and North Lanarkshire.
Although the last of these audits has yet to
report formally, the main conclusions from all
three can be summarised here. On
development control, one of the Councils
(Clackmannanshire) operated a service which
has consistently met Scottish Executive
targets for time taken. But all three audits
addressed points for action in relation to
customer care and information, staff morale
and training, and the wider use of new
technology. Here are some of the points
made.

Development Control 

Improve information and service at the
front counter 
Seek faster response to customer enquiries.
Record pre-application discussions 
Speed up registration 
Tell applicants immediately if applications
are invalid 
Send out consultations in parallel
immediately on registration 
Inform consultees of decisions made 
Properly record site visits 
Review delegation arrangements to
improve speed and quality 

* Aim for factual yet concise reports 
Keep proper records of the basis for
decisions even on minor cases 
Give due attention to enforcement and
proactively monitor conditions 

Development Planning 

Use development control experience in
reviewing plans 
Improve the plans’ focus on delivery 
Ensure staff resources are available to do
the job in good time 
Allow adequate time and resources for
document preparation 
Expand policies in development briefs 
Set out the targets and milestones the plan
intends to achieve 
Monitor progress on preparation and
implementation
Ensure proper exchange of information
before and during a Local Plan Inquiry 
Negotiate any modifications well before the
Inquiry starts 

Development on the Ground

With patience, tenacity, lateral thinking,
and an ability to inspire others, imaginative
outcomes can be got from limited
resources 
Use all the tools in the toolbox - be
pragmatic.
Make the most of external funding by
working with developers, and with agencies
like SNH, SEPA and Historic Scotland
Local Heritage Trusts can be a vehicle for
drawing in funding and encouraging
community involvement in environmental
projects.
Long-term vision joins up opportunities
over time.
Put good developments, initiatives and
service improvements forward for awards.
Recognising achievements raises everyone’s
game and brings even more positive
possibilities within reach.

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 
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Points for the Scottish Executive

In audits this year, these key points were
made by service users, councillors and staff.

Legislation 

Legislation and regulations, especially the
General Permitted Development Order, are
difficult to understand and should be
simplified and consolidated. - Sometimes it
is hard to simplify legislation without
reducing its effectiveness. We will make every
effort to ease understanding when the next
changes are made, and will publish a
consolidated GPDO as soon as other
priorities permit.
The 1984 Advertisement Regulations need
updating, particularly in relation to new
banner adverts. -The need for updating is
accepted but it is unlikely to proceed short
term because of competing priorities.

Guidance and Advice 

The Executive should encourage pre-
application discussions - Scottish Planning
Policy 1: The Planning System and PAN 40:
Development Control give clear guidance
and advice on their importance. The
Clackmannanshire audit showed these
discussions are valued by planners and
developers alike, and reflect in excellent
development control performance figures.
The Executive should encourage greater
involvement with economic development. -
SPP 2: Economic Development underlines
how planning should relate to the economy,
promote sites for economic development in
sustainable locations, and calls for more
effective dialogue between planners and the
business community.
The Executive should give clearer guidance
on affordable housing issues. - SPP 3: Land
for Housing addresses affordable housing
issues.
There should be more guidance on
developer contributions, particularly for the
funding of large-scale infrastructure across
local authority areas. - A recent conference
on Planning Agreements promoted by the
Executive and others re-emphasised the
guidance established in Circular 12/1996.
Guidance on Tree Preservation Orders and
landscaping would be helpful. - The
Executive published research in October
2002.
There should be more advice on design. -
Designing Places published in 2001 has now
been followed by PAN 65: Open Space and
PAN 67: Housing Quality. A PAN on Design
Statements will be published shortly.
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Development Control 

The Executive should create standard
application forms. - Getting Involved in
Planning proposed standard planning
application forms for Scotland and received
wide support. The forthcoming White Paper
will indicate the Executive’s intentions.
Some building warrant applications are
submitted online, a similar service should
be possible for planning. - The Executive and
local authorities are examining these issues
through an e-planning group, with a view to
removing barriers to electronic service.
More clarity is needed on the Executive’s
role in call-in cases. - SPP1: The Planning
System sets this out.
Review of neighbour notification
procedures is required. - The Executive is
addressing this: proposals were canvassed in
Getting Involved in Planning. The
forthcoming White Paper will indicate the
Executive’s intentions.
The planning application fee structure is
too complicated and fees for householders
should be reduced; retrospective
applications discredit the system and
should carry a higher fee. The Executive is
looking to commission research on fees
shortly.

Development Planning 

The process needs to be reviewed and
streamlined. Brevity is sought yet extra
factors are identified nationally for councils
to include. There are conflicts between
advice on style and detail and the needs of
development control, and between public
consultation and faster plan-making. Pilot
projects with South Lanarkshire and
Highland Councils are in progress, and we
will shortly engage with stakeholders on the
modernising agenda.
The time the Executive takes to approve
structure plans holds everything back.
Following the Review of Strategic Planning
the Executive signalled a new approach, with
city region plans to focus on key issues and
quicker preparation and approval.
Local plan inquiries need attention; it is very
difficult for individuals and community
groups to get involved. - Following Getting
Involved in Planning, the Executive intends to
consult shortly on modernising Public Local
Inquiries.
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1

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 854 72.7 1081 78.9 1041 73 1114 82
Aberdeenshire 1468 76.4 1721 80.8 1618 78 1921 82
Angus 470 89.8 566 89.6 577 87 641 88
Argyll and Bute 613 81.1 693 79.7 730 82 774 82

Clackmannanshire 139 97.8 159 91.8 156 98 132 96

Dumfries & Galloway 733 80.1 847 81.8 822 77 1053 80
Dundee City 351 83.8 317 85.2 341 82 396 90

East Ayrshire 390 73.1 395 80.3 354 76 481 75
East Dunbartonshire 363 82.6 452 88.5 459 83 609 87
East Lothian 515 86.0 576 90.3 587 84 592 89
East Renfrewshire 314 85.4 414 87.9 366 90 484 91
Edinburgh City 1647 52.0 2395 76.4 2093 78 2485 84

Falkirk 457 62.1 432 75.0 386 76 438 79
Fife 1497 83.0 1687 89.4 1532 90 1741 93

Glasgow City 1515 74.7 1484 72.8 1568 67 1563 75

Highland 1602 74.8 1778 79.4 1645 75 2006 79

Inverclyde 178 88.8 247 91.1 238 84 259 86

Midlothian 367 66.2 369 74.5 401 75 394 81
Moray 428 84.1 504 85.5 559 86 630 87

North Ayrshire 388 70.9 384 81.5 370 69 448 74
North Lanarkshire 573 81.8 711 82.0 787 72 827 82

Orkney 163 83.4 167 85.6 143 83 185 95

Perth and Kinross 921 82.8 873 87.9 756 86 986 88

Renfrewshire 421 85.3 548 88.0 529 83 576 87

Scottish Borders 734 73.8 908 83.4 849 85 967 86
Shetland 138 77.5 196 91.3 152 77 201 91
South Ayrshire 513 72.1 700 83.6 627 81 656 85
South Lanarkshire 658 75.8 987 83.4 875 81 1110 85
Stirling 373 77.5 503 77.5 521 72 521 80

West Dunbartonshire 194 82.0 200 80.5 199 70 203 76
West Lothian 504 88.1 581 88.0 568 84 668 90
Western Isles 144 89.6 194 91.8 174 87 228 93

Scotland 19625 76.4 23069 82.2 22023 79 25289 84

ALL APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS –
TARGET: 85%



2

HOUSEHOLDER APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS –
TARGET: 90%

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 471 67.9 669 73.4 597 75 726 79
Aberdeenshire 581 86.2 791 89.5 642 91 991 93
Angus 221 91.0 287 90.9 265 88 311 84
Argyll and Bute 190 84.7 212 88.2 236 92 272 89

Clackmannanshire 54 96.3 72 97.2 73 99 66 97

Dumfries & Galloway 264 83.3 351 84.0 281 78 409 83
Dundee City 106 84.0 132 84.8 127 81 160 84

East Ayrshire 118 70.3 172 81.4 127 71 230 74
East Dunbartonshire 254 73.6 369 77.8 351 83 508 80
East Lothian 278 94.6 341 94.4 328 88 352 90
East Renfrewshire 243 82.7 309 77.7 283 82 384 83
Edinburgh City 696 35.2 1038 67.8 877 73 1164 78

Falkirk 183 77.0 173 89.0 164 89 212 92
Fife 679 80.3 820 88.7 720 91 917 92

Glasgow City 287 80.8 329 77.2 349 77 425 82

Highland 447 81.0 581 80.2 473 81 619 86

Inverclyde 64 95.3 95 98.9 75 95 113 94

Midlothian 201 73.6 221 81.4 232 82 247 85
Moray 168 93.5 220 94.1 220 91 287 93

North Ayrshire 134 73.9 168 84.5 164 76 215 82
North Lanarkshire 282 77.0 353 76.8 302 58 425 77

Orkney 42 88.1 59 74.6 40 73 69 84

Perth and Kinross 373 77.7 413 91.8 329 91 455 88

Renfrewshire 183 85.8 240 89.6 241 78 297 81

Scottish Borders 259 76.1 390 83.3 316 83 408 86
Shetland 36 91.7 69 97.1 51 86 66 88
South Ayrshire 200 72.0 308 81.2 244 81 303 84
South Lanarkshire 289 88.9 493 88.6 391 90 566 90
Stirling 179 73.2 255 85.9 208 74 274 84

West Dunbartonshire 67 76.1 95 75.8 78 77 92 80
West Lothian 196 89.3 258 89.9 227 84 337 94
Western Isles 37 86.5 50 92.0 49 84 25 84

Scotland 7782 77.0 10333 83.2 9060 82 11925 85
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1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 471 85.4 669 90.1 597 85 726 92
Aberdeenshire 581 92.8 791 94.8 642 96 991 98
Angus 221 98.2 287 98.3 265 97 311 98
Argyll and Bute 190 94.2 212 94.8 236 96 272 93

Clackmannanshire 54 100.0 72 100.0 73 100 66 100

Dumfries & Galloway 264 94.3 351 91.7 281 93 409 92
Dundee City 106 95.3 132 95.5 127 96 160 96

East Ayrshire 118 83.1 172 90.1 127 87 230 90
East Dunbartonshire 254 88.6 369 94.3 351 91 508 91
East Lothian 278 96.4 341 98.2 328 93 352 96
East Renfrewshire 243 91.8 309 93.2 283 95 384 95
Edinburgh City 696 67.4 1038 85.9 877 87 1164 90

Falkirk 183 89.1 173 97.1 164 95 212 98
Fife 679 93.4 820 96.6 720 97 917 98

Glasgow City 287 89.9 329 92.7 349 91 425 92

Highland 447 88.8 581 91.6 473 92 619 94

Inverclyde 64 95.3 95 98.9 75 99 113 97

Midlothian 201 80.1 221 87.8 232 90 247 92
Moray 168 96.4 220 95.9 220 96 287 98

North Ayrshire 134 88.1 168 97.6 164 86 215 91
North Lanarkshire 282 90.8 353 94.1 302 87 425 93

Orkney 42 95.2 59 96.6 40 85 69 96

Perth and Kinross 373 92.2 413 97.1 329 97 455 97

Renfrewshire 183 94.5 240 97.1 241 93 297 97

Scottish Borders 259 91.1 390 95.6 316 93 408 95
Shetland 36 100.0 69 98.6 51 96 66 97
South Ayrshire 200 88.0 308 92.9 244 93 303 94
South Lanarkshire 289 94.5 493 94.9 391 95 566 97
Stirling 179 88.3 255 91.8 208 89 274 95

West Dunbartonshire 67 97.0 95 90.5 78 87 92 89
West Lothian 196 95.4 258 95.7 227 93 337 98
Western Isles 37 94.6 50 100.0 49 94 25 92

Scotland 7782 89.4 10333 93.6 9060 92 11925 95

HOUSEHOLDER APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS –
TARGET: 95%

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 
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MAJOR RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS (10 dwellings or more)
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 19 10.5 19 10.5 19 0 4 25
Aberdeenshire 23 21.7 12 25.0 25 20 31 10
Angus 6 16.7 6 33.3 13 15 5 20
Argyll and Bute 2 50.0 4 0.0 8 25 6 17

Clackmannanshire 9 66.7 7 28.6 6 67 9 0

Dumfries & Galloway 9 11.1 5 20.0 10 0 10 10
Dundee City 15 26.7 6 66.7 9 56 13 8

East Ayrshire 7 28.6 9 11.1 7 0 10 0
East Dunbartonshire 1 0.0 0 6 0 2 50
East Lothian 6 0.0 12 33.3 8 13 8 0
East Renfrewshire 4 25.0 7 57.1 5 0 3 0
Edinburgh City 41 2.4 60 23.3 35 17 53 13

Falkirk 10 0.0 13 15.4 16 13 10 30
Fife 38 21.1 33 27.3 37 27 26 31

Glasgow City 54 22.2 61 13.1 54 24 64 16

Highland 15 13.3 18 22.2 15 27 21 10

Inverclyde 8 62.5 9 66.7 10 40 7 43

Midlothian 12 16.7 6 16.7 6 17 6 0
Moray 4 0.0 7 14.3 14 7 3 33

North Ayrshire 14 7.1 7 0.0 15 13 5 3
North Lanarkshire 25 12.0 31 16.1 29 3 25 24

Orkney 0 0 2 50 1 100

Perth and Kinross 19 15.8 10 10.0 20 30 20 10

Renfrewshire 13 38.5 11 27.3 18 17 9 11

Scottish Borders 11 27.3 13 30.8 13 31 12 0
Shetland 0 0 1 0 1 100
South Ayrshire 10 0.0 9 11.1 13 8 5 0
South Lanarkshire 34 8.8 21 14.3 43 21 26 27
Stirling 4 0.0 7 14.3 8 25 7 14

West Dunbartonshire 4 0.0 5 0.0 9 44 3 0
West Lothian 17 29.4 14 28.6 24 33 15 40
Western Isles 1 0.0 0 4 0 0 0

Scotland 435 17.5 422 21.3 502 20 420 16
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1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 19 26.3 19 26.3 19 5 4 100
Aberdeenshire 23 21.7 12 33.3 25 32 31 30
Angus 6 33.3 6 83.3 13 31 5 40
Argyll and Bute 2 50.0 4 50.0 8 63 6 33

Clackmannanshire 9 88.9 7 85.7 6 67 9 33

Dumfries & Galloway 9 44.4 5 40.0 10 0 10 20
Dundee City 15 53.3 6 66.7 9 78 13 54

East Ayrshire 7 28.6 9 22.2 7 0 10 10
East Dunbartonshire 1 0.0 0 6 0 2 50
East Lothian 6 0.0 12 41.7 8 38 8 0
East Renfrewshire 4 25.0 7 85.7 5 20 3 100
Edinburgh City 41 12.2 60 31.7 35 20 53 23

Falkirk 10 0.0 13 23.1 16 36 10 30
Fife 38 42.1 33 54.5 37 51 26 50

Glasgow City 54 38.9 61 31.1 54 39 64 38

Highland 15 40.0 18 22.2 15 47 21 33

Inverclyde 8 62.5 9 77.8 10 60 7 43

Midlothian 12 25.0 6 33.3 6 11 6 0
Moray 4 25.0 7 28.6 14 43 3 33

North Ayrshire 14 21.4 7 0.0 15 20 5 0
North Lanarkshire 25 36.0 31 41.9 29 31 25 52

Orkney 0 0 2 50 1 100

Perth and Kinross 19 31.6 10 30.0 20 50 20 30

Renfrewshire 13 76.9 11 45.5 18 49 9 44

Scottish Borders 11 27.3 13 53.8 13 46 12 8
Shetland 0 0 1 0 1 100
South Ayrshire 10 10.0 9 33.3 13 15 5 20
South Lanarkshire 34 29.4 21 38.1 43 42 26 35
Stirling 4 0.0 7 14.3 8 25 7 27

West Dunbartonshire 4 0.0 5 0.0 9 44 3 0
West Lothian 17 52.9 14 35.7 24 46 15 53
Western Isles 1 0.0 0 4 0 0 0

Scotland 435 33.1 422 37.9 502 36 420 34

MAJOR RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS (10 dwellings or more)
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS
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MINOR RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS (less than 10 dwellings)
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 1999 1 April 2000 1 October 2000 1 April 2001
to to to to

31 March 2000 30 September 2000 31 March 2001 30 September 2001

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 30 23.3 27 22.2 32 16 37 16
Aberdeenshire 351 37.0 365 47.4 398 49 369 53
Angus 89 62.9 100 62.0 144 64 155 57
Argyll and Bute 147 46.9 176 43.8 144 46 181 55

Clackmannanshire 25 88.0 27 77.8 16 81 16 50

Dumfries & Galloway 154 45.5 155 52.3 172 46 236 48
Dundee City 37 67.6 27 33.3 15 47 7 14

East Ayrshire 83 33.7 62 48.4 64 50 64 34
East Dunbartonshire 9 0.0 14 14.3 20 15 13 39
East Lothian 32 28.1 39 46.2 43 51 33 52
East Renfrewshire 9 22.2 19 21.1 15 40 24 21
Edinburgh City 87 13.8 152 44.1 146 52 170 55

Falkirk 54 20.4 68 30.9 69 23 53 19
Fife 160 47.5 213 61.0 143 59 150 63

Glasgow City 35 34.3 39 30.8 49 39 38 24

Highland 544 49.4 654 51.4 606 49 762 49

Inverclyde 22 50.0 23 60.9 18 72 26 58

Midlothian 23 17.4 23 17.4 26 15 34 35
Moray 114 58.8 119 61.3 147 67 155 59

North Ayrshire 60 26.7 82 45.1 52 29 74 31
North Lanarkshire 66 39.4 83 37.3 73 32 107 33

Orkney 43 65.1 30 50.0 33 67 56 61

Perth and Kinross 230 50.0 203 57.6 201 54 241 58

Renfrewshire 27 51.9 34 47.1 34 47 49 41

Scottish Borders 179 32.4 187 44.9 169 42 245 49
Shetland 25 28.0 34 58.8 38 53 45 51
South Ayrshire 46 23.9 59 28.8 55 35 48 50
South Lanarkshire 107 30.8 162 37.7 108 51 153 50
Stirling 42 16.7 67 25.4 82 20 48 23

West Dunbartonshire 8 62.5 15 33.3 17 29 18 33
West Lothian 71 67.6 68 60.3 70 56 72 63
Western Isles 30 80.0 47 83.0 22 86 61 82

Scotland 2939 43.3 3373 48.6 3221 48 3740 50
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1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 30 40.0 27 29.6 32 28 37 32
Aberdeenshire 351 58.1 365 62.5 398 63 369 66
Angus 89 84.3 100 82.0 144 83 155 81
Argyll and Bute 147 70.7 176 71.0 144 67 181 72

Clackmannanshire 25 96.0 27 92.6 16 100 16 69

Dumfries & Galloway 154 66.9 155 75.5 172 66 236 69
Dundee City 37 86.5 27 66.7 15 80 7 43

East Ayrshire 83 57.8 62 77.4 64 77 64 55
East Dunbartonshire 9 0.0 14 35.7 20 45 13 54
East Lothian 32 34.4 39 64.1 43 63 33 64
East Renfrewshire 9 44.4 19 57.9 15 53 24 58
Edinburgh City 87 33.3 152 68.4 146 69 170 74

Falkirk 54 37.0 68 45.6 69 42 53 51
Fife 160 74.4 213 81.7 143 85 150 83

Glasgow City 35 60.0 39 61.5 49 67 38 47

Highland 544 68.9 654 73.7 606 70 762 71

Inverclyde 22 81.8 23 82.6 18 94 26 65

Midlothian 23 21.7 23 43.5 26 23 34 53
Moray 114 72.8 119 76.5 147 78 155 72

North Ayrshire 60 50.0 82 61.0 52 37 74 53
North Lanarkshire 66 66.7 83 69.9 73 56 107 68

Orkney 43 76.7 30 66.7 33 88 56 80

Perth and Kinross 230 75.7 203 76.8 201 79 241 81

Renfrewshire 27 74.1 34 76.5 34 74 49 65

Scottish Borders 179 57.0 187 71.1 169 75 245 79
Shetland 25 52.0 34 88.2 38 68 45 93
South Ayrshire 46 50.0 59 55.9 55 56 48 77
South Lanarkshire 107 53.3 162 63.6 108 74 153 74
Stirling 42 50.0 67 46.3 82 39 48 40

West Dunbartonshire 8 75.0 15 46.7 17 47 18 39
West Lothian 71 88.7 68 76.5 70 73 72 72
Western Isles 30 90.0 47 95.7 22 96 61 93

Scotland 2939 64.6 3373 70.3 3221 68 3740 71

MINOR RESIDENTIAL APPLICATIONS (less than 10 dwellings)
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS
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MAJOR BUSINESS & INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 11 27.3 21 19.0 7 14 11 9
Aberdeenshire 12 25.0 20 70.0 15 33 14 21
Angus 0 0 0 0 0 0
Argyll and Bute 5 80.0 4 50.0 3 33 1 0

Clackmannanshire 1 100.0 5 60.0 1 100 2 100

Dumfries & Galloway 6 50.0 13 38.5 5 60 6 0
Dundee City 1 100.0 5 40.0 3 0 4 0

East Ayrshire 4 25.0 7 28.6 6 17 5 60
East Dunbartonshire 2 0.0 1 0.0 1 0 6 33
East Lothian 5 80.0 8 87.5 8 63 2 50
East Renfrewshire 1 100.0 3 0.0 0 0 1 0
Edinburgh City 22 9.1 30 33.3 35 23 18 17

Falkirk 6 0.0 10 40.0 5 0 10 20
Fife 35 37.1 15 60.0 27 70 21 71

Glasgow City 19 42.1 26 26.9 20 30 22 32

Highland 9 22.2 13 30.8 18 17 14 29

Inverclyde 2 50.0 2 50.0 3 33 2 50

Midlothian 4 0.0 9 0.0 3 33 1 0
Moray 1 0.0 0 3 0 0 0

North Ayrshire 3 66.7 5 60.0 2 100 1 100
North Lanarkshire 10 30.0 20 25.0 24 21 15 20

Orkney 3 0.0 5 60.0 1 100 1 100

Perth and Kinross 0 4 50.0 1 0 0 0

Renfrewshire 8 87.5 4 0.0 5 60 6 50

Scottish Borders 6 16.7 2 50.0 5 60 2 0
Shetland 0 0 1 0 0 0
South Ayrshire 8 0.0 8 0.0 8 0 16 25
South Lanarkshire 6 16.7 14 35.7 11 46 7 14
Stirling 5 60.0 1 0.0 5 20 3 0

West Dunbartonshire 3 33.3 2 50.0 2 50 0 0
West Lothian 13 61.5 8 62.5 8 13 9 56
Western Isles 3 66.7 2 100.0 5 40 4 75

Scotland 214 35.0 267 37.8 241 33 204 32



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

9

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 11 45.5 21 33.3 7 29 11 36
Aberdeenshire 12 33.3 20 70.0 15 67 14 29
Angus 0 0 0 0 0 0
Argyll and Bute 5 80.0 4 50.0 3 33 1 0

Clackmannanshire 1 100.0 5 60.0 1 100 2 100

Dumfries & Galloway 6 66.7 13 46.2 5 60 6 0
Dundee City 1 100.0 5 60.0 3 0 4 0

East Ayrshire 4 75.0 7 28.6 6 17 5 60
East Dunbartonshire 2 0.0 1 0.0 1 0 6 50
East Lothian 5 100.0 8 100.0 8 88 2 100
East Renfrewshire 1 100.0 3 33.3 0 0 1 0
Edinburgh City 22 22.7 30 40.0 35 37 18 28

Falkirk 6 33.3 10 50.0 5 20 10 20
Fife 35 60.0 15 80.0 27 82 21 81

Glasgow City 19 47.4 26 61.5 20 50 22 46

Highland 9 55.6 13 46.2 18 33 14 36

Inverclyde 2 100.0 2 50.0 3 67 2 50

Midlothian 4 0.0 9 0.0 3 33 1 0
Moray 1 0.0 0 3 33 0 0

North Ayrshire 3 66.7 5 80.0 2 100 1 100
North Lanarkshire 10 60.0 20 55.0 24 50 15 47

Orkney 3 0.0 5 80.0 1 100 1 100

Perth and Kinross 0 4 50.0 1 0 0 0

Renfrewshire 8 87.5 4 25.0 5 80 6 67

Scottish Borders 6 33.3 2 100.0 5 80 2 50
Shetland 0 0 1 0 0 0
South Ayrshire 8 12.5 8 25.0 8 13 16 50
South Lanarkshire 6 16.7 14 71.4 11 73 7 29
Stirling 5 60.0 1 0.0 5 40 3 0

West Dunbartonshire 3 33.3 2 50.0 2 50 0 0
West Lothian 13 84.6 8 75.0 8 50 9 67
Western Isles 3 66.7 2 100.0 5 80 4 100

Scotland 214 50.5 267 53.6 241 52 204 45

MAJOR BUSINESS & INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS
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MINOR BUSINESS & INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 101 44.6 88 56.8 103 34 87 47
Aberdeenshire 152 67.1 124 68.5 146 72 123 72
Angus 15 73.3 8 50.0 50 70 47 49
Argyll and Bute 56 64.3 89 66.3 107 71 92 74

Clackmannanshire 5 80.0 7 71.4 11 100 7 100

Dumfries & Galloway 102 53.9 104 61.5 116 60 104 58
Dundee City 22 68.2 24 8.3 32 31 36 56

East Ayrshire 49 61.2 40 52.5 44 64 54 46
East Dunbartonshire 20 50.0 21 33.3 31 52 32 50
East Lothian 22 86.4 10 50.0 16 44 4 100
East Renfrewshire 9 66.7 25 56.0 12 75 11 64
Edinburgh City 162 21.0 242 47.5 221 62 181 64

Falkirk 39 30.8 60 48.3 39 56 32 34
Fife 159 56.6 148 72.3 120 79 153 82

Glasgow City 16 56.3 17 82.4 33 49 19 79

Highland 239 55.2 234 57.7 246 53 240 57

Inverclyde 28 78.6 29 62.1 14 79 16 88

Midlothian 21 66.7 15 66.7 26 42 19 63
Moray 62 72.6 52 73.1 80 80 72 68

North Ayrshire 10 30.0 4 75.0 4 50 2 50
North Lanarkshire 94 52.1 117 57.3 152 41 122 52

Orkney 37 75.7 27 81.5 23 70 29 79

Perth and Kinross 54 59.3 55 78.2 55 69 61 67

Renfrewshire 22 54.5 12 58.3 9 56 7 0

Scottish Borders 66 48.5 82 65.9 93 63 76 74
Shetland 24 70.8 30 73.3 17 47 24 54
South Ayrshire 85 37.6 104 50.0 104 44 99 51
South Lanarkshire 58 58.6 65 61.5 65 65 81 64
Stirling 64 43.8 67 52.2 85 55 69 48

West Dunbartonshire 50.0 10 60.0 8 75 13 69
West Lothian 42 81.0 39 71.8 31 81 42 88
Western Isles 28 78.6 44 65.9 22 91 12 75

Scotland 1871 54.4 1993 59.7 2115 60 1966 62
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1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 101 65.3 88 79.5 103 66 87 74
Aberdeenshire 152 79.6 124 80.6 146 85 123 82
Angus 15 93.3 8 62.5 50 86 47 85
Argyll and Bute 56 83.9 89 80.9 107 84 92 89

Clackmannanshire 5 100.0 7 85.7 11 100 7 100

Dumfries & Galloway 102 74.5 104 76.0 116 73 104 80
Dundee City 22 95.5 24 66.7 32 84 36 86

East Ayrshire 49 77.6 40 72.5 44 75 54 56
East Dunbartonshire 20 70.0 21 61.9 31 74 32 81
East Lothian 22 90.9 10 90.0 16 44 4 100
East Renfrewshire 9 88.9 25 84.0 12 92 11 91
Edinburgh City 162 43.2 242 73.1 221 78 181 81

Falkirk 39 56.4 60 70.0 39 80 32 63
Fife 159 83.0 148 88.5 120 89 153 94

Glasgow City 16 81.3 17 82.4 33 70 19 95

Highland 239 74.1 234 77.8 246 73 240 79

Inverclyde 28 89.3 29 96.6 14 93 16 88

Midlothian 21 76.2 15 80.0 26 65 19 74
Moray 62 79.0 52 86.5 80 83 72 82

North Ayrshire 10 70.0 4 75.0 4 50 2 50
North Lanarkshire 94 84.0 117 74.4 152 66 122 80

Orkney 37 89.2 27 96.3 23 87 29 90

Perth and Kinross 54 75.9 55 92.7 55 82 61 87

Renfrewshire 22 72.7 12 83.3 9 78 7 86

Scottish Borders 66 72.7 82 90.2 93 86 76 87
Shetland 24 87.5 30 90.0 17 77 24 88
South Ayrshire 85 67.1 104 81.7 104 82 99 77
South Lanarkshire 58 77.6 65 78.5 65 80 81 84
Stirling 64 71.9 67 71.6 85 74 69 68

West Dunbartonshire 8 62.5 10 70.0 8 75 13 85
West Lothian 42 90.5 39 84.6 31 94 42 95
Western Isles 28 96.4 44 90.9 22 91 12 83

Scotland 1871 74.7 1993 79.9 2115 78 1966 82

MINOR BUSINESS & INDUSTRY APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS
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MAJOR OTHER DEVELOPMENT
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 13 7.7 13 7.7 8 0 7 0
Aberdeenshire 6 50.0 18 55.6 7 57 11 9
Angus 6 16.7 7 14.3 0 0 3 33
Argyll and Bute 8 62.5 7 14.3 8 50 5 20

Clackmannanshire 2 50.0 3 66.7 2 100 1 0

Dumfries & Galloway 13 30.8 8 50.0 10 10 10 30
Dundee City 3 0.0 2 50.0 3 0 20 70

East Ayrshire 4 0.0 3 0.0 8 0 2 0
East Dunbartonshire 0 3 0.0 3 0 1 0
East Lothian 6 50.0 8 37.5 18 56 24 50
East Renfrewshire 3 33.3 1 0.0 6 50 3 67
Edinburgh City 13 0.0 21 23.8 17 18 17 18

Falkirk 4 0.0 4 0.0 4 0 3 0
Fife 15 13.3 7 57.1 12 25 13 77

Glasgow City 29 27.6 24 33.3 19 21 25 40

Highland 10 30.0 4 50.0 10 30 8 13

Inverclyde 2 0.0 1 100.0 12 25 7 57

Midlothian 2 0.0 4 0.0 4 25 3 33
Moray 1 0.0 3 66.7 1 100 0 0

North Ayrshire 9 11.1 8 25.0 8 25 7 0
North Lanarkshire 2 0.0 5 20.0 7 0 3 33

Orkney 0 0 2 100 0 0

Perth and Kinross 8 25.0 9 22.2 3 0 7 0

Renfrewshire 4 25.0 17 64.7 15 47 12 50

Scottish Borders 3 33.3 4 25.0 4 50 4 50
Shetland 4 50.0 1 100.0 3 33 4 50
South Ayrshire 2 0.0 0 1 0 1 0
South Lanarkshire 6 16.7 12 33.3 14 14 20 25
Stirling 3 0.0 2 50.0 6 0 2 50

West Dunbartonshire 6 0.0 0 0.0 3 0 2 0
West Lothian 5 20.0 6 50.0 9 33 7 57
Western Isles 0 0 2 0 8 50

Scotland 192 21.4 205 34.6 229 27 240 37



1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 13 15.4 13 15.4 8 25 7 29
Aberdeenshire 6 50.0 18 72.2 7 71 11 55
Angus 6 66.7 7 57.1 0 0 3 67
Argyll and Bute 8 62.5 7 42.9 8 63 5 20

Clackmannanshire 2 100.0 3 66.7 2 100 1 100

Dumfries & Galloway 13 69.2 8 50.0 10 40 10 50
Dundee City 3 33.3 2 50.0 3 0 20 80

East Ayrshire 4 25.0 3 0.0 8 38 2 0
East Dunbartonshire 0 3 0.0 3 0 1 0
East Lothian 6 50.0 8 37.5 18 78 24 83
East Renfrewshire 3 33.3 1 100.0 6 67 3 100
Edinburgh City 13 15.4 21 33.3 17 29 17 35

Falkirk 4 0.0 4 0.0 4 0 3 0
Fife 15 33.3 7 85.7 12 50 13 85

Glasgow City 29 37.9 24 54.2 19 47 25 52

Highland 10 60.0 4 75.0 10 40 8 25

Inverclyde 2 50.0 1 100.0 12 67 7 71

Midlothian 2 0.0 4 0.0 4 75 3 33
Moray 1 0.0 3 66.7 1 100 0 0

North Ayrshire 9 33.3 8 50.0 8 50 7 14
North Lanarkshire 2 50.0 5 40.0 7 0 3 33

Orkney 0 0 2 100 0 0

Perth and Kinross 8 37.5 9 33.3 3 33 7 43

Renfrewshire 4 50.0 17 70.6 15 60 12 58

Scottish Borders 3 100.0 4 25.0 4 100 4 75
Shetland 4 50.0 1 100.0 3 33 4 50
South Ayrshire 2 0.0 0 1 100 1 0
South Lanarkshire 6 33.3 12 66.7 14 43 20 40
Stirling 3 66.7 2 100.0 6 17 2 50

West Dunbartonshire 6 16.7 0 3 0 2 50
West Lothian 5 80.0 6 66.7 9 44 7 57
Western Isles 0 0 2 0 8 100

Scotland 192 41.1 205 49.8 229 47 240 55

MAJOR OTHER DEVELOPMENT
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

13



14

MINOR OTHER DEVELOPMENT
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 75 53.3 94 42.6 115 40 109 46
Aberdeenshire 172 70.3 233 65.2 223 61 223 66
Angus 76 78.9 97 75.3 49 57 79 51
Argyll and Bute 106 67.9 97 60.8 109 73 114 56

Clackmannanshire 15 86.7 15 66.7 23 83 24 96

Dumfries & Galloway 77 71.4 88 75.0 116 67 126 64
Dundee City 81 58.0 53 60.4 86 58 108 53

East Ayrshire 46 58.7 37 59.5 36 58 55 60
East Dunbartonshire 24 29.2 28 50.0 22 41 28 57
East Lothian 56 71.4 55 80.0 68 77 75 79
East Renfrewshire 19 42.1 25 20.0 24 58 33 55
Edinburgh City 151 20.5 209 45.9 134 51 146 66

Falkirk 77 27.3 51 54.9 50 60 77 60
Fife 209 62.2 219 74.4 250 72 231 79

Glasgow City 486 64.0 471 48.8 510 49 488 58

Highland 172 51.7 152 60.5 159 53 199 63

Inverclyde 21 71.4 30 63.3 42 62 34 74

Midlothian 60 40.0 54 53.7 51 43 41 54
Moray 42 78.6 50 68.0 59 78 60 77

North Ayrshire 94 51.1 77 62.3 90 56 101 55
North Lanarkshire 33 36.4 32 50.0 67 36 49 35

Orkney 9 77.8 10 80.0 25 64 3 100

Perth and Kinross 111 54.1 95 58.9 77 57 99 60

Renfrewshire 85 61.2 105 72.4 125 59 130 55

Scottish Borders 83 61.4 106 57.5 108 81 102 74
Shetland 32 56.3 37 75.7 27 63 33 73
South Ayrshire 26 50.0 40 50.0 40 50 32 63
South Lanarkshire 95 49.5 119 62.2 168 50 179 59
Stirling 34 67.6 45 55.6 55 53 56 64

West Dunbartonshire 58 65.5 43 79.1 59 58 38 47
West Lothian 89 68.5 108 77.8 123 61 116 73
Western Isles 30 80.0 25 72.0 52 73 99 87

Scotland 2744 58.2 2900 60.6 3142 58 3287 63
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1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 75 69.3 94 63.8 115 70 109 71
Aberdeenshire 172 80.8 233 79.4 223 77 223 79
Angus 76 89.5 97 90.7 49 78 79 75
Argyll and Bute 106 89.6 97 78.4 109 80 114 76

Clackmannanshire 15 100.0 15 86.7 23 100 24 96

Dumfries & Galloway 77 85.7 88 84.1 116 88 126 84
Dundee City 81 74.1 53 84.9 86 78 108 76

East Ayrshire 46 71.7 37 83.8 36 78 55 80
East Dunbartonshire 24 62.5 28 82.1 22 55 28 68
East Lothian 56 82.1 55 92.7 68 87 75 83
East Renfrewshire 19 57.9 25 56.0 24 83 33 76
Edinburgh City 151 57.0 209 71.3 134 69 146 85

Falkirk 77 48.1 51 76.5 50 82 77 79
Fife 209 82.8 219 90.4 250 87 231 87

Glasgow City 486 79.4 471 71.3 510 67 488 80

Highland 172 75.0 152 78.9 159 74 199 81

Inverclyde 21 85.7 30 83.3 42 71 34 91

Midlothian 60 56.7 54 64.8 51 65 41 73
Moray 42 88.1 50 82.0 59 93 60 85

North Ayrshire 94 75.5 77 80.5 90 70 101 68
North Lanarkshire 33 69.7 32 84.4 67 64 49 74

Orkney 9 77.8 10 90.0 25 76 3 100

Perth and Kinross 111 79.3 95 83.2 77 82 99 86

Renfrewshire 85 83.5 105 86.7 125 85 130 84

Scottish Borders 83 81.9 106 82.1 108 89 102 84
Shetland 32 75.0 37 94.6 27 85 33 91
South Ayrshire 26 73.1 40 87.5 40 75 32 72
South Lanarkshire 95 68.4 119 82.4 168 66 179 78
Stirling 34 82.4 45 80.0 55 76 56 82

West Dunbartonshire 58 84.5 43 90.7 59 66 38 68
West Lothian 89 80.9 108 84.3 123 82 116 88
Western Isles 30 93.3 25 92.0 52 90 99 95

Scotland 2744 77.0 2900 79.8 3142 76 3287 81

MINOR OTHER DEVELOPMENT
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS
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MINERAL APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months number 2 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 0 2 50 0 0
Aberdeenshire 6 0 4 25 6 17 2
Angus 0 3 0 0 0
Argyll and Bute 8 0 3 0 2 50 3 33

Clackmannanshire 0 1 0 0 0

Dumfries & Galloway 2 50 1 0 2 7 29
Dundee City 0 0 0 0

East Ayrshire 1 100 0 2 50 4 25
East Dunbartonshire 1 100 0 0 1
East Lothian 0 0 0 0
East Renfrewshire 0 0 0 0
Edinburgh City 0 0 1 100 0

Falkirk 1 0 0 0 0
Fife 6 33 2 50 1 100 3 33

Glasgow City 0 0 0 0

Highland 7 14 7 57 4 2

Inverclyde 0 0 0 0

Midlothian 0 1 0 0 0
Moray 0 0 0 1 100

North Ayrshire 0 0 1 1
North Lanarkshire 4 25 4 0 11 4

Orkney 0 4 0 1 100 0

Perth and Kinross 3 0 3 0 3 4 25

Renfrewshire 0 0 0 0

Scottish Borders 0 5 40 4 25 0
Shetland 2 0 2 50 0 1
South Ayrshire 0 0 0 0
South Lanarkshire 1 0 2 0 1 0
Stirling 0 0 0 0

West Dunbartonshire 0 0 0 0
West Lothian 0 2 0 0 2
Western Isles 0 2 50 0 0

Scotland 45 16 48 23 39 18 35 20



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 0 2 50 0 0
Aberdeenshire 6 0 4 25 6 17 2
Angus 0 3 0 0 0
Argyll and Bute 8 12 3 0 2 50 3 100

Clackmannanshire 0 1 0 0 0

Dumfries & Galloway 2 50 1 0 2 50 7 29
Dundee City 0 0 0 0

East Ayrshire 1 100 0 2 50 4 25
East Dunbartonshire 1 100 0 0 1
East Lothian 0 0 0 0
East Renfrewshire 0 0 0 0
Edinburgh City 0 0 1 100 0

Falkirk 1 0 0 0 0
Fife 6 33 2 50 1 100 3 67

Glasgow City 0 0 0 0

Highland 7 29 7 57 4 25 2

Inverclyde 0 0 0 0

Midlothian 0 1 0 0 0
Moray 0 0 0 1 100

North Ayrshire 0 0 1 1
North Lanarkshire 4 75 4 25 11 9 4

Orkney 0 4 25 1 100 0

Perth and Kinross 3 0 3 67 3 33 4 50

Renfrewshire 0 0 0 0

Scottish Borders 0 5 40 4 75 0
Shetland 2 0 2 50 0 1
South Ayrshire 0 0 0 0
South Lanarkshire 1 0 2 0 1 0
Stirling 0 0 0 0

West Dunbartonshire 0 0 0 0
West Lothian 2 0 2 0 0 2 50
Western Isles 1 0 2 50 0 0

Scotland 45 24 48 31 39 33 35 34

MINERAL APPLICATIONS
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS
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LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS,
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 47 12.8 49 14.3 61 18 30 20
Aberdeenshire 79 22.8 104 32.7 109 28 111 48
Angus 38 42.1 43 25.6 46 41 34 41
Argyll and Bute 58 32.8 65 35.4 71 38 75 32

Clackmannanshire 10 70.0 13 46.2 13 62 3 33

Dumfries & Galloway 60 23.3 73 41.1 79 35 98 36
Dundee City 43 25.6 42 54.8 39 5 31 3

East Ayrshire 21 38.1 22 27.3 29 31 26 19
East Dunbartonshire 3 33.3 3 33.3 10 20 4 50
East Lothian 75 60.0 70 38.6 83 37 68 54
East Renfrewshire 4 0.0 8 12.5 9 11 12 17
Edinburgh City 267 13.5 367 29.7 311 47 425 50

Falkirk 9 11.1 10 30.0 6 17 9 22
Fife 130 39.2 145 44.8 155 56 167 62

Glasgow City 223 10.8 231 13.0 242 10 229 12

Highland 65 24.6 47 21.3 43 21 60 32

Inverclyde 8 62.5 13 38.5 20 30 15 33

Midlothian 24 16.7 20 30.0 35 37 29 45
Moray 19 47.4 34 52.9 21 33 41 37

North Ayrshire 29 27.6 16 18.8 16 19 24 21
North Lanarkshire 5 20.0 11 27.3 8 0 10 20

Orkney 18 50.0 13 61.5 9 67 8 100

Perth and Kinross 46 50.0 32 59.4 31 52 53 51

Renfrewshire 15 13.3 26 11.5 33 21 31 19

Scottish Borders 91 34.1 99 40.4 112 47 101 48
Shetland 14 21.4 11 63.6 11 0 19 47
South Ayrshire 46 19.6 65 44.6 49 39 58 40
South Lanarkshire 22 36.4 36 30.6 29 35 34 24
Stirling 13 30.8 28 21.4 40 20 43 28

West Dunbartonshire 7 0.0 7 14.3 5 0 10 20
West Lothian 21 61.9 25 64.0 29 69 25 52
Western Isles 9 44.4 8 37.5 6 17 4 25

Scotland 1519 26.7 1736 32.5 1760 34 1887 39



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS,
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 47 36.2 49 49.0 61 56 30 47
Aberdeenshire 79 50.6 104 50.0 109 57 111 65
Angus 38 73.7 43 69.8 46 65 34 74
Argyll and Bute 58 56.9 65 64.6 71 72 75 71

Clackmannanshire 10 90.0 13 76.9 13 92 3 100

Dumfries & Galloway 60 58.3 73 68.5 79 56 98 61
Dundee City 43 76.7 42 81.0 39 56 31 42

East Ayrshire 21 61.9 22 68.2 29 69 26 46
East Dunbartonshire 3 100.0 3 33.3 10 40 4 50
East Lothian 75 80.0 70 75.7 83 71 68 84
East Renfrewshire 4 25.0 8 75.0 9 78 12 83
Edinburgh City 267 33.3 367 71.9 311 80 425 84

Falkirk 9 22.2 10 50.0 6 50 9 33
Fife 130 73.1 145 71.0 155 83 167 86

Glasgow City 223 42.6 231 45.0 242 34 229 38

Highland 65 46.2 47 46.8 43 37 60 58

Inverclyde 8 75.0 13 69.2 20 40 15 53

Midlothian 24 29.2 20 50.0 35 51 29 72
Moray 19 68.4 34 70.6 21 71 41 73

North Ayrshire 29 41.4 16 68.8 16 31 24 42
North Lanarkshire 5 60.0 11 54.5 8 25 10 60

Orkney 18 66.7 13 69.2 9 89 8 100

Perth and Kinross 46 80.4 32 90.6 31 81 53 81

Renfrewshire 15 40.0 26 34.6 33 42 31 55

Scottish Borders 91 60.4 99 65.7 112 77 101 78
Shetland 14 71.4 11 72.7 11 18 19 84
South Ayrshire 46 47.8 65 66.2 49 67 58 64
South Lanarkshire 22 54.5 36 55.6 29 62 34 53
Stirling 13 53.8 28 46.4 40 53 43 56

West Dunbartonshire 7 71.4 7 28.6 5 40 10 40
West Lothian 21 76.2 25 84.0 29 76 25 68
Western Isles 9 77.8 8 50.0 6 33 4 100

Scotland 1519 53.5 1736 63.2 1760 63 1887 68
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ADVERTISEMENT APPLICATIONS, TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, 
PERCENT DECIDED IN 2 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 84 53.6 95 58.9 94 37 96 38
Aberdeenshire 64 56.3 40 85.0 34 71 38 92
Angus 16 75.0 15 53.3 6 100 5 60
Argyll and Bute 16 75.0 18 72.2 15 80 16 81

Clackmannanshire 12 100.0 7 100.0 11 100 2 100

Dumfries & Galloway 39 64.1 39 64.1 27 56 39 74
Dundee City 40 65.0 26 73.1 27 74 17 77

East Ayrshire 49 77.6 30 73.3 18 78 21 71
East Dunbartonshire 48 81.3 13 46.2 13 62 11 46
East Lothian 34 82.4 29 93.1 10 100 18 94
East Renfrewshire 22 50.0 17 64.7 11 91 12 58
Edinburgh City 161 26.1 205 61.5 187 67 157 70

Falkirk 55 32.7 26 73.1 26 89 24 75
Fife 56 57.1 62 74.2 59 75 50 86

Glasgow City 293 67.2 229 59.8 230 54 209 67

Highland 76 53.9 59 76.3 50 52 55 51

Inverclyde 8 100.0 30 53.3 10 80 18 72

Midlothian 18 61.1 13 76.9 12 50 12 67
Moray 16 81.3 18 61.1 13 77 11 100

North Ayrshire 30 76.7 17 76.5 17 53 18 72
North Lanarkshire 50 70.0 51 58.8 111 60 65 46

Orkney 5 80.0 5 80.0 1 100 5 60

Perth and Kinross 48 66.7 38 57.9 26 77 32 75

Renfrewshire 52 63.5 98 84.7 45 60 31 65

Scottish Borders 36 33.3 20 45.0 25 72 17 77
Shetland 0 8 75.0 3 100 6 67
South Ayrshire 44 31.8 46 67.4 62 69 49 63
South Lanarkshire 39 69.2 61 83.6 39 85 43 86
Stirling 23 65.2 21 66.7 25 76 19 79

West Dunbartonshire 30 73.3 21 66.7 17 59 22 64
West Lothian 47 85.1 50 88.0 36 83 41 76
Western Isles 2 50.0 7 100.0 6 100 4 75

Scotland 1513 59.7 1414 68.3 1266 65 1163 67



ADVERTISEMENT APPLICATIONS, TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, 
PERCENT DECIDED IN 3 MONTHS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % in Total % in Total % in Total % in
number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months number 3 months

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 84 70.2 95 74.7 94 54 96 72
Aberdeenshire 64 73.4 40 87.5 34 94 38 97
Angus 16 75.0 15 73.3 6 100 5 80
Argyll and Bute 16 87.5 18 77.8 15 87 16 81

Clackmannanshire 12 100.0 7 100.0 11 100 2 100

Dumfries & Galloway 39 87.2 39 76.9 27 67 39 90
Dundee City 40 87.5 26 88.5 27 82 17 82

East Ayrshire 49 85.7 30 80.0 18 83 21 81
East Dunbartonshire 48 87.5 13 76.9 13 85 11 82
East Lothian 34 85.3 29 96.6 10 100 18 94
East Renfrewshire 22 81.8 17 94.1 11 91 12 92
Edinburgh City 161 56.5 205 79.5 187 82 157 85

Falkirk 55 47.3 26 80.8 26 100 24 88
Fife 56 71.4 62 91.9 59 90 50 98

Glasgow City 293 84.3 229 88.6 230 72 209 88

Highland 76 71.1 59 88.1 50 72 55 73

Inverclyde 8 100.0 30 86.7 10 80 18 83

Midlothian 18 83.3 13 84.6 12 67 12 75
Moray 16 87.5 18 77.8 13 85 11 100

North Ayrshire 30 86.7 17 88.2 17 82 18 78
North Lanarkshire 50 86.0 51 86.3 111 88 65 75

Orkney 5 100.0 5 80.0 1 100 5 100

Perth and Kinross 48 87.5 38 81.6 26 85 32 88

Renfrewshire 52 82.7 98 95.9 45 84 31 97

Scottish Borders 36 69.4 20 65.0 25 96 17 88
Shetland 0 100.0 8 75.0 3 100 6 83
South Ayrshire 44 68.2 46 82.6 62 79 49 88
South Lanarkshire 39 84.6 61 90.2 39 90 43 93
Stirling 23 82.6 21 81.0 25 84 19 100

West Dunbartonshire 30 86.7 21 85.7 17 65 22 86
West Lothian 47 91.5 50 98.0 36 92 41 95
Western Isles 2 50.0 7 100.0 6 100 4 75

Scotland 1513 77.7 1414 85.4 1266 80 1163 86

FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 
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APPROVAL RATES FOR ALL APPLICATIONS, 
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT APPROVED

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % Total % Total % Total %
number approved number approved number approved number approved

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 854 93.2 1081 95.8 1041 94 1114 95
Aberdeenshire 1468 92.2 1721 93.7 1618 92 1921 95
Angus 470 97.9 566 95.6 577 97 640 97
Argyll and Bute 613 97.4 693 95.8 730 98 774 96

Clackmannanshire 139 93.5 159 93.1 156 92 132 95

Dumfries & Galloway 733 95.5 847 96.8 822 96 1053 97
Dundee City 351 89.7 317 87.4 341 89 396 92

East Ayrshire 390 96.7 395 92.9 354 95 481 94
East Dunbartonshire 363 93.4 452 93.1 459 93 609 93
East Lothian 515 91.3 576 96.0 587 94 592 94
East Renfrewshire 314 94.9 414 92.3 366 94 484 96
Edinburgh City 1647 89.5 2395 90.3 2093 88 2485 90

Falkirk 457 94.3 432 89.8 386 89 438 93
Fife 1497 92.5 1687 93.7 1532 94 1741 95

Glasgow City 1515 89.4 1484 87.7 1568 88 1563 90

Highland 1602 95.9 1778 96.8 1645 96 2006 96

Inverclyde 178 93.3 247 91.1 238 96 259 96

Midlothian 367 92.1 369 94.0 401 92 394 92
Moray 428 97.2 504 97.0 559 95 630 97

North Ayrshire 388 93.3 384 96.4 370 95 448 95
North Lanarkshire 573 94.9 711 94.5 787 93 827 95

Orkney 163 96.3 167 96.4 143 96 185 95

Perth and Kinross 921 90.0 873 89.1 756 92 986 91

Renfrewshire 421 91.2 548 92.2 529 90 576 94

Scottish Borders 734 93.3 908 94.6 849 96 967 95
Shetland 138 94.2 196 98.0 152 97 201 97
South Ayrshire 513 93.6 700 93.0 627 91 656 93
South Lanarkshire 658 93.8 987 94.8 875 95 1110 96
Stirling 373 93.0 503 93.4 521 93 521 94

West Dunbartonshire 194 96.4 200 93.5 199 88 203 95
West Lothian 504 88.7 581 92.8 568 91 668 94
Western Isles 144 95.8 194 99.5 174 100 228 99

Scotland 19625 93.0 23069 93.4 22023 93 25288 94



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

DELEGATION RATES FOR ALL APPLICATIONS, 
TOTAL NUMBER DECIDED, PERCENT DELEGATED

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Total % Total % Total % Total %
number delegated number delegated number delegated number delegated

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 854 0.0 1081 0.0 1041 0 1114 0
Aberdeenshire 1468 81.3 1721 85.2 1618 83 1921 85
Angus 470 86.4 566 81.8 577 85 640 87
Argyll and Bute 613 88.1 693 79.9 730 87 774 85

Clackmannanshire 139 81.3 159 76.7 156 67 132 82

Dumfries & Galloway 733 85.1 847 85.2 822 83 1053 89
Dundee City 351 79.5 317 90.2 341 76 396 80

East Ayrshire 390 80.0 395 75.4 354 75 481 81
East Dunbartonshire 363 79.6 452 83.6 459 77 609 85
East Lothian 515 80.0 576 92.5 587 88 592 81
East Renfrewshire 314 83.8 414 77.8 366 82 484 79
Edinburgh City 1647 66.5 2395 70.9 2093 74 2485 76

Falkirk 457 88.4 432 85.4 386 89 438 93
Fife 1497 75.6 1687 79.0 1532 77 1741 82

Glasgow City 1515 79.7 1484 76.5 1568 72 1563 78

Highland 1602 80.2 1778 84.1 1645 81 2006 82

Inverclyde 178 78.7 247 72.9 238 83 259 80

Midlothian 367 80.9 369 82.9 401 90 394 94
Moray 428 92.8 504 90.5 559 90 630 91

North Ayrshire 388 72.2 384 81.5 370 78 448 77
North Lanarkshire 573 76.4 711 75.2 787 70 827 76

Orkney 163 86.5 167 89.2 143 85 185 86

Perth and Kinross 921 90.0 873 91.6 756 86 986 91

Renfrewshire 421 77.9 548 74.1 529 63 576 67

Scottish Borders 734 79.7 908 81.4 849 83 967 86
Shetland 138 52.2 196 86.2 152 85 201 85
South Ayrshire 513 78.9 700 82.0 627 77 656 84
South Lanarkshire 658 75.1 987 76.7 875 77 1110 79
Stirling 373 97.9 503 99.2 521 97 521 81

West Dunbartonshire 194 86.1 200 92.5 199 88 203 86
West Lothian 504 77.0 581 80.7 568 75 668 76
Western Isles 144 86.8 194 86.6 174 87 228 86

Scotland 19625 75.9 23069 77.5 22023 76 25288 79
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PLANNING ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY:
CASES TAKEN UP, FORMAL NOTICES ISSUED

* Denotes data not available/collected

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Cases Notices Cases Notices Cases Notices Cases Notices
taken up issued taken up issued taken up issued taken up issued

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 85 9 89 6 81 7 80 8
Aberdeenshire 311 45 335 28 340 29 486 37
Angus 158 9 185 6 101 11 136 3
Argyll and Bute 45 7 73 4 93 4 72 12

Clackmannanshire 24 5 21 1 23 8 35 6

Dumfries & Galloway 68 17 90 23 83 15 99 13
Dundee City 105 24 73 12 76 24 74 35

East Ayrshire 117 17 155 48 139 43 166 55
East Dunbartonshire 49 9 55 4 92 3 116 4
East Lothian 125 8 124 0 139 0 88 0
East Renfrewshire 76 2 123 2 93 6 8 0
Edinburgh City 362 79 369 17 267 19 147 6

Falkirk 97 1 78 1 45 6 67 6
Fife 194 71 88 85 75 42 114 30

Glasgow City 651 151 391 64 392 145 371 91

Highland 1 2 19 19 8 8 41 3

Inverclyde 17 0 12 2 13 2 24 2

Midlothian n/a 2 0 6 * 1 0 4
Moray 43 1 89 0 76 0 123 0

North Ayrshire 83 9 88 9 77 3 93 10
North Lanarkshire 58 16 25 6 38 11 31 3

Orkney 6 0 1 0 5 0 1 1

Perth and Kinross 139 10 122 11 143 8 102 9

Renfrewshire 76 0 92 2 73 4 109 11

Scottish Borders 58 2 61 13 30 2 59 7
Shetland 49 0 45 0 62 2 49 1
South Ayrshire 309 16 360 27 266 25 418 33
South Lanarkshire 133 58 238 28 210 44 161 18
Stirling 74 12 84 9 61 9 69 6

West Dunbartonshire 14 1 16 1 7 3 3 1
West Lothian 48 12 153 6 176 9 198 7
Western Isles 10 3 8 4 5 1 9 2

Scotland 3561 593 3662 444 3289 494 3549 424



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

SECTION 75 AGREEMENTS:
STATISTICAL INFORMATION GATHERED OVER THE LAST TWO 
6-MONTH PERIODS

1 October 2001 to 1 April 2002 to
31 March 2002 30 September 2002 TotalUnitary Authority

Aberdeen City 3 3 6
Aberdeenshire 26 19 45
Angus 4 8 12
Argyll and Bute 10 8 18

Clackmannanshire 0 0 0

Dumfries & Galloway 1 4 5
Dundee City 0 2 2

East Ayrshire 1 2 3
East Dunbartonshire 2 2 4
East Lothian 0 0 0
East Renfrewshire 0 0 0
Edinburgh 22 20 42

Falkirk 0 7 7
Fife 1 0 1

Glasgow City 1 0 1

Highland 0 5 5

Inverclyde 1 0 1

Midlothian * 0 0
Moray 1 0 1

North Ayrshire 2 5 7
North Lanarkshire 6 2 8

Orkney 2 6 8

Perth and Kinross 1 2 3

Renfrewshire 0 0 0

Scottish Borders 7 2 9
Shetland 1 0 1
South Ayrshire 0 0 0
South Lanarkshire 0 0 0
Stirling 0 3 3

West Dunbartonshire 4 0 4
West Lothian 1 2 3
Western Isles 0 0 0

Scotland 97 102 199

* Denotes data not available/collected
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN DEPARTURES
NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS ADVERTISED AND APPROVED
AS A DEPARTURE FROM THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Advert Appve Rate Advert Appve Rate Advert Appve Rate Advert Appve RateUnitary Authority

Aberdeen City 9 9 11 20 11 10 14 4 4 6 5 5
Aberdeenshire 56 53 36 62 54 31 73 57 35 99 79 41
Angus 10 5 11 11 7 12 13 5 9 20 12 19
Argyll and Bute 70 6 10 110 13 19 101 17 23 100 14 18

Clackmannanshire 0 2 14 5 2 13 3 3 19 2 2 15

Dumfries & Galloway 25 17 0 18 8 9 27 13 16 20 4 4
Dundee City 28 14 40 14 12 38 23 15 44 20 14 35

East Ayrshire 25 22 56 32 23 58 20 16 45 17 14 29
East Dunbartonshire 5 4 11 0 0 0 0 2 4 8 5 8
East Lothian 24 1 2 17 1 2 4 0 0 8 0 0
East Renfrewshire 3 2 6 8 4 10 5 1 3 3 3 6
Edinburgh City 42 33 20 66 56 23 63 49 23 61 46 19

Falkirk 43 0 0 64 3 7 54 11 29 34 1 2
Fife 12 0 0 17 0 0 11 0 0 10 0 0

Glasgow City 7 0 0 6 0 0 8 0 0 8 0 0

Highland 57 39 24 147 70 39 77 58 35 55 19 10

Inverclyde 11 7 39 21 11 45 15 6 25 20 11 42

Midlothian 29 3 8 16 4 11 19 4 10 20 1 3
Moray 2 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 3 0 0

North Ayrshire 41 6 15 38 2 5 38 0 0 51 11 25
North Lanarkshire 20 10 17 9 6 8 10 6 8 22 8 10

Orkney 8 7 43 5 2 12 4 2 14 4 1 5

Perth and Kinross 40 16 17 27 12 14 21 11 15 34 11 11

Renfrewshire 28 2 5 24 2 4 22 0 0 28 0 0

Scottish Borders 40 0 0 47 0 0 36 0 0 50 0 0
Shetland 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 5
South Ayrshire 34 17 33 18 8 11 19 2 3 17 16 24
South Lanarkshire 31 16 24 40 30 30 50 30 34 61 42 38
Stirling 2 2 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

West Dunbartonshire 10 9 46 5 4 20 14 6 30 10 7 35
West Lothian 25 4 8 16 4 7 32 11 19 48 13 20
Western Isles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 0 1 4

Scotland 737 306 16 863 349 15 781 330 15 840 341 14

Advert = cases advertised as potential departures
Appve = applications approved as departures from development plan
Rate = approved departures per 1000 applications determined



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

COVERAGE OF UP-TO-DATE LOCAL PLANS: PERCENT COVERED
BY LOCAL PLANS (% of area’s population covered): ADOPTED
IN LAST 5 YEARS – FINALISED OR ADOPTED IN LAST 5 YEARS

1 October 2000 1 April 2001 1 October 2001 1 April 2002
to to to to

31 March 2001 30 September 2001 31 March 2002 30 September 2002

Finalised or Finalised or Finalised or Finalised or
Adopted adopted Adopted adopted Adopted adopted Adopted adopted

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Aberdeenshire 0% 100% 100% 0% 0% 100% 0% 100%
Angus 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 0% 0%
Argyll and Bute 31% 100% 31% 31% 31% 100% 0% 0%

Clackmannanshire 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Dumfries & Galloway 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 39% 0% 39%
Dundee City 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

East Ayrshire 0% 100% 0% 100% 0% 100% 0% 100%
East Dunbartonshire 100% 100% 63% 63% 63% 100% 67% 100%
East Lothian 100% 0% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 0%
East Renfrewshire 2% 100% 2% 100% 2% 100% 2% 100%
Edinburgh City 48% 55% 48% 55% 49% 66% 49% 66%

Falkirk 50% 62% 41% 54% 54% 54% 54% 54%
Fife 4% 55% 4% 74% 4% 69% 26% 69%

Glasgow City 25% 25% 20% 100% 14% 100% 9% 100%

Highland 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 32% 43% 74%

Inverclyde 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Midlothian 0% 100% 0% 100% 0% 100% 0% 100%
Moray 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

North Ayrshire 32% 73% 73% 73% 57% 57% 57% 57%
North Lanarkshire 4% 49% 4% 49% 4% 53% 4% 53%

Orkney 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

Perth and Kinross 25% 39% 39% 46% 38% 46% 37% 46%

Renfrewshire 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

Scottish Borders 15% 0% 15% 15% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Shetland 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
South Ayrshire 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
South Lanarkshire 67% 100% 67% 100% 67% 100% 67% 95%
Stirling 100% 100% 100% 0% 100% 100% 100% 100%

West Dunbartonshire 0% 0% 0% 0% 51% 100% 52% 100%
West Lothian 65% 65% 35% 100% 35% 100% 35% 100%
Western Isles 0% 0% 25% 55% 20% 55% 20% 55%

Scotland 36.2% 56.2% 39.6% 61.8% 35.2% 72.9% 33.9% 74.4%
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Applications Applications Applications
outstanding Applications determined outstanding

at start received Applications during at end
of period during period withdrawn period of period
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APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT
1 JANUARY – 31 MARCH 2002

Unitary Authority

Aberdeen City 11 6 1 10 6
Aberdeenshire 7 12 0 13 6
Angus 4 5 0 5 4
Argyll and Bute 6 13 1 12 6

Clackmannanshire 1 1 0 1 1

Dumfries & Galloway 5 16 0 9 12
Dundee City 6 4 1 6 3

East Ayrshire 10 4 2 6 6
East Dunbartonshire 12 5 1 9 7
East Lothian 9 6 3 11 1
East Renfrewshire 8 5 4 5 4
Edinburgh 46 38 6 46 32

Falkirk 7 13 0 8 12
Fife 14 13 2 11 14

Glasgow City 46 28 8 34 32

Highland 22

Inverclyde 3 4 1 4 2

Midlothian 3 2 0 4 1
Moray 5 3 0 4 4

North Ayrshire 10 10 2 6 12
North Lanarkshire 27 19 0 29 17

Orkney 2

Perth and Kinross 15 9 1 12 11

Renfrewshire 10 14 4 9 11

Scottish Borders 5 4 1 5 3
Shetland 0 0 0 0 0
South Ayrshire 12 15 1 11 15
South Lanarkshire 59 27 8 44 34
Stirling 6 9 1 6 8

West Dunbartonshire 4 10 1 9 4
West Lothian 11 11 5 12 5
Western Isles 1 4 1 3 1

Scotland 387 310 55 344 274



FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PLANNING AUDIT UNIT 

APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT
1 APRIL – 30 JUNE 2002

Applications Applications Applications
outstanding Applications determined outstanding

at start received Applications during at end
of period during period withdrawn period of periodUnitary Authority

Aberdeen City 6 12 0 9 9
Aberdeenshire 6 7 0 3 10
Angus 4 3 1 3 3
Argyll and Bute 7 6 2 7 4

Clackmannanshire 1 0 1 0 0

Dumfries & Galloway 12 7 1 10 8
Dundee City 3 4 1 3 3

East Ayrshire 6 7 0 3 10
East Dunbartonshire 7 4 1 6 4
East Lothian 1 11 1 2 9
East Renfrewshire 4 3 0 5 2
Edinburgh 32 55 4 27 56

Falkirk 13 13 6 11 9
Fife 14 14 3 14 11

Glasgow City 32 41 6 36 31

Highland 16 8 1 8 15

Inverclyde 2 1 0 2 1

Midlothian 1 1 0 2 0
Moray 4 2 1 3 2

North Ayrshire 12 4 2 10 4
North Lanarkshire 17 10 2 20 5

Orkney

Perth and Kinross 11 8 0 8 11

Renfrewshire 11 8 1 13 5

Scottish Borders 3 5 0 6 2
Shetland 0 0 0 0 0
South Ayrshire 15 2 1 9 7
South Lanarkshire 34 23 1 23 33
Stirling 8 3 1 6 4

West Dunbartonshire 4 5 0 5 4
West Lothian 5 10 2 5 8
Western Isles 1 0 0 1 0

Scotland 292 277 39 260 270
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APPLICATIONS FOR PLANNING PERMISSION FOR
TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT
1 JULY – 30 SEPTEMBER 2002

Applications Applications Applications
outstanding Applications determined outstanding

at start received Applications during at end
of period during period withdrawn period of periodUnitary Authority

Aberdeen City 9 14 5 9 9
Aberdeenshire 10 1 0 9 2
Angus 3 4 0 3 4
Argyll and Bute 4 15 1 9 9

Clackmannanshire 0 1 0 1 0

Dumfries & Galloway 8 5 1 4 8
Dundee City 4 5 1 4 4

East Ayrshire 10 3 1 7 5
East Dunbartonshire 4 10 1 6 7
East Lothian 7 3 0 5 5
East Renfrewshire 2 1 0 2 1
Edinburgh 56 42 13 46 59

Falkirk 9 6 0 12 3
Fife 11 10 2 9 10

Glasgow City 31 30 1 32 28

Highland 15

Inverclyde 1 2 0 1 2

Midlothian 0 0 0 0 0
Moray 2 2 0 3 1

North Ayrshire 4 2 3 2 1
North Lanarkshire 5 5 2 3 5

Orkney 0

Perth and Kinross 11 5 2 5 9

Renfrewshire 5 7 1 8 3

Scottish Borders 2 3 1 3 1
Shetland 0 1 0 1 0
South Ayrshire 7 1 2 3 3
South Lanarkshire 33 15 0 26 22
Stirling 4 3 3 1 3

West Dunbartonshire 4 3 1 2 4
West Lothian 8 13 2 8 11
Western Isles 0 2 0 0 2

Scotland 269 214 43 224 221
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