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CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE
YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

Local authorities have a responsibility to provide support to certain
vulnerable young people, these young people are known as �looked after
children�.

Statistics on children looked after by local authorities covering the year
ended 31 March 2001 have been published today by the Scottish Executive.

The main points are:

• Just under 10,900 children were looked after by local authorities at 31
March 2001.  This compares to 11,300 children as at 31 March 2000, a
decrease of 4 per cent.

• In each year since 1997 just under 1 per cent of all children aged 0-17
have been looked after. This remained largely unchanged at 31 March
2001 with 0.97 per cent of children (or nearly 10 per thousand) looked
after.

•  The proportion of children looked after in the population varied
considerably between local authority areas, with East Renfrewshire
having the fewest and Glasgow City the most, at 3.1 and 18.5 per 1,000
population aged 0-17, respectively.

• 58 per cent of all children looked after at 31 March 2001 were boys. 39
per cent of looked after children were aged between 12 and 15, and 32
per cent were aged between 5 and 11.

•  85 per cent of all children looked after were accommodated in the
community with 44 per cent living at home with their parents and 28 per
cent living with foster carers. 15 per cent of looked after children lived
in residential accommodation.
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• There were almost 4,700 instances of children starting to be looked after
and just over 4,700 instances of children ceasing to be looked after in
the year to 31 March 2001.

• 43 per cent of episodes of children starting to be looked after involved
children aged between 12 and 15. Of cases of children ceasing to be
looked after 30 per cent involved children aged 16 or 17, 29 per cent
involved children aged 12 to 15 and a further 24 per cent involved
children aged 5 to 11.

• A total of over 2,400 children were looked after in a planned series of
short term placements as at 31 March 2001. (These children are
additional to the figures quoted above.) Of children on short term
placements, 60 per cent were boys and 45 per cent were aged 5 to 11.

 
 

The following tables are available:

Table 1 - Number of Children Looked After as at 31 March 2001 :
Breakdown by Gender and Age Group.

Table 2 - Number of Children Looked After as at 31 March 2001 :
Breakdown by Local Authority Area and Age Group.

Table 3 - Number of Children Looked After as at 31 March 2001 :
Breakdown by Current Statutory Reason for Being Looked
After.

Table 4 - Number of Children Looked After as at 31 March 2001 :
Breakdown by Type of Accommodation.

Table 5 - Number of Children Starting to be Looked After in the Year to
31 March 2001 : Breakdown by Gender and Age Group.

Table 6 - Number of Children Starting to be Looked After in the Year to
31 March 2001 : Breakdown by Latest Statutory Reason for
Being Looked After.

Table 7 - Number of Children Ceasing to be Looked After in the Year to
31 March 2001 : Breakdown by Gender and Age Group.

Table 8 - Number of Children Ceasing to be Looked After in the Year to
31 March 2001 : Breakdown by Last Statutory Reason for
Being Looked After.

Table 9 - Number of Children Looked After in a Planned Series of Short
Term Placements as at 31 March 2001 : Breakdown by Gender
and Age Group.
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NOTES TO NEWS EDITORS

1. Local authorities have responsibilities under the Children (Scotland)
Act 1995 to provide support to vulnerable young people. These young
people are known as �looked after children�.  Some children will be looked
after for only a short period of time, whereas others may be looked after for
several short periods of time, and some for substantial periods of time.
Local authorities regularly review the range of provision of services made to
each child, and these vary considerably from one child to another.

2. Section 25 of the 1995 Act relates to the provision of accommodation
for children looked after, which generally includes placing them with
another family or in a specialist residential establishment.  Local authorities
have a duty to provide accommodation in certain circumstances, for
example, if nobody has parental responsibility for a child, if a child is lost or
abandoned or if the person who has been caring for a child becomes unable
to provide suitable accommodation or care. In addition, local authorities
have a discretionary power to provide accommodation if it would safeguard
or promote the child�s welfare.

3. The relevant provisions of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 came
into operation on 1 April 1997.  Previously, local authorities had similar
responsibilities under the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, under which
children were referred to as �children in care or under supervision�.
However, under the Children (Scotland) Act 1995, the terminology now
refers to �children looked after�.

4. The information in this News Release was obtained from the
statistical return CLAS.  The year to 31 March 2001 is the second year for
which local authorities were asked to complete this form - which replaced a
shorter interim return on children looked after.  The CLAS form asks for
detailed information on the number of children looked after at 31 March and
also the numbers starting and ceasing to be looked after in the year to 31
March.

5. All 32 local authorities were able to provide the Scottish Executive
with data on children looked after.  However, some were unable to supply
all of the data requested.  Where this was the case, the remaining data was
estimated for these authorities and then subsequently used in the calculation
of Scotland level data.

6. Figures published here differ slightly from those published in
January 2002 by Audit Scotland in �Performance Indicators 2000/2001:
Social Work Services: Comparing the performance of Scottish councils�.
This is due to the different timescales available for the completion of
returns.  The figures published here are more up to date than those published
by Audit Scotland and take  account of late adjustments to figures.

7. In addition to general figures on children looked after, the CLAS
return also asked local authorities to separately provide information on the
numbers of children looked after at 31 March on a planned series of short
term placements. Short term placements are used by local authorities to
provide respite to children and families where this can help to avoid the
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need for a child to become looked after full time. The use of short term
placements is not restricted to disability respite. Figures quoted in this News
Release (with the exception of the final bullet point) and in the supporting
Tables 1-8 exclude children on a planned series of short-term placements.

8. A large number of local authorities have reported that their data
collection and recording systems have been improved considerably since
completion of the first CLAS return. This means that figures for the year to
31 March 2001 are considered to be more accurate than those supplied for
the year to 31 March 2000. Authorities have confirmed that they are still
working on improvements to their data systems and that improvements in
accuracy can therefore be expected for some time to come. While
improvements continue to be made the figures published here (and those
published for the year to 31 March 2000) provide the most accurate picture
available.

9. There is no bulletin publication for these figures.  Supporting tables
are, however, available on request.  This News Release and the supporting
tables are available on the Scottish Executive web site
(www.scotland.gov.uk).  Media can obtain faxed copies of the tables by
contacting Murray Meikle on 0131-244-2972.

10. This is a National Statistics publication.  National Statistics are
produced to high professional standards set out in the National Statistics
Code of Practice.  They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure
that they meet customer needs.  They are produced free from any political
interference.

11. Public enquiries (non-media) about the information contained in this
News Release should be addressed to Angus MacDonald, Scottish
Executive Education Department, Area 1-A, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh,
EH6 6QQ ( te lephone  0131 244 3551 or  e -mai l
angus.macdonald@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

.

Contact:  Murray Meikle 0131-244-2972
21 May 2002



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 NEWS RELEASE

TABLE 1

NUMBER OF CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER AS AT 31 MARCH 2001 :

BREAKDOWN BY GENDER AND AGE GROUP 1,2

Gender

Male Female Total

Percentage of Percentage of

Number in each age group Number in each age group Number in

Age group each age group who are male each age group who are female each age group

Under 1 101 52 92 48 193

1-4 890 55 722 45 1,612

5-11 1,968 56 1,554 44 3,522

12-15 2,577 61 1,674 39 4,251

16-17 756 57 564 43 1,319

Total 6,291 58 4,606 42 10,897

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 NEWS RELEASE

TABLE 2

NUMBER OF CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER AS AT 31 MARCH 2001 :

BREAKDOWN BY LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA AND AGE GROUP 1,2

Number looked after

Age group per 1,000 population

Local authority area Under 1 1-4 5-11 12-15 16-17 Total aged 0-17 years 3

Aberdeen City4 15 73 158 153 63 462 10.7

Aberdeenshire 4 47 125 125 42 343 6.4

Angus 2 17 43 77 17 156 6.5

Argyll & Bute 3 14 45 91 21 174 9.7

Clackmannanshire 0 13 28 32 22 95 8.4

Dumfries & Galloway 7 68 110 110 29 324 10.3

Dundee City 10 55 107 169 51 392 12.8

East Ayrshire 2 42 70 115 26 255 9.3

East Dunbartonshire 1 15 21 42 17 96 4.1

East Lothian 1 17 52 72 16 158 7.8

East Renfrewshire 1 7 24 22 8 62 3.1

Edinburgh, City of 24 163 344 416 116 1,063 12.2

Eilean Siar 2 6 27 20 5 60 9.9

Falkirk 5 36 59 101 43 244 7.6

Fife 6 76 146 178 51 457 5.8

Glasgow City 32 395 835 926 247 2,435 18.5

Highland 12 54 118 163 42 389 8.1

Inverclyde 8 22 90 46 72 238 12.3

Midlothian 2 38 81 75 17 213 11.6

Moray 5 25 54 40 7 131 6.6

North Ayrshire 2 49 125 166 34 376 11.8

North Lanarkshire 13 108 184 221 71 597 7.8

Orkney Isles 1 3 6 13 5 28 6.2

Perth & Kinross 2 16 65 64 24 171 5.9

Renfrewshire 9 53 125 176 65 428 10.6

Scottish Borders 5 22 42 69 19 157 6.9

Shetland 1 3 7 12 10 33 5.8

South Ayrshire 1 15 50 57 10 133 5.5

South Lanarkshire 5 52 120 170 54 401 5.7

Stirling 2 27 54 65 12 160 8.7

West Dunbartonshire 5 33 85 118 21 262 11.6

West Lothian 5 48 122 147 82 404 10.8

SCOTLAND 193 1,612 3,522 4,251 1,319 10,897 9.7

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

3. Population figures used are as at 30 June 2000.

4. Aberdeen City were unable to separate out children on short term placements. 

    This element has been estimated on the basis of Scotland figures.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 NEWS RELEASE

TABLE 3

NUMBER OF CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER AS AT 31 MARCH 2001 :

BREAKDOWN BY CURRENT STATUTORY REASON FOR BEING LOOKED AFTER 1,2

Number in each Percentage in

Statute group statute group each statute group

Accommodated under Section 25 1,250 11

Parental Responsibilities Order 395 4

Supervision Requirement at Home 4,632 43

Supervision Requirement away from Home

(excluding Residential Establishment) 2,875 26

Supervision Requirement away from Home

(in a Residential Establishment but excluding Secure) 959 9

Supervision Requirement away from Home

with a Secure Condition 78 1

Warrant 149 1

Child Protection Measure 80 1

Criminal Court Provision 38 0

Freed for Adoption 72 1

Other 368 3

Total 10,897 100

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 NEWS RELEASE

TABLE 4

NUMBER OF CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER AS AT 31 MARCH 2001 :

BREAKDOWN BY TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION 1,2

Number in Percentage in

Type of accommodation each category each category

In the community:

At home with parents 4,842 44

With friends / relatives 980 9

With foster carers 3,084 28

With prospective adopters 196 2

In other community 215 2

Total 9,315 85

In residential accommodation:

In local authority home 704 6

In voluntary sector home 63 1

In residential school 684 6

In secure accommodation 87 1

In other residential accommodation 44 0

Total 1,582 15

Total children looked after 10,897 100

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 NEWS RELEASE

TABLE 5

NUMBER OF CHILDREN STARTING TO BE LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR

TO 31 MARCH 2001 : BREAKDOWN BY GENDER AND AGE GROUP 1,2,3

Gender

Male Female Total

Percentage of Percentage of

Number in each age group Number in each age group Number in

Age group each age group who are male each age group who are female each age group

Under 1 127 54 107 46 235

1-4 444 54 377 46 821

5-11 737 56 578 44 1,315

12-15 1,220 61 782 39 2,002

16-17 192 60 130 40 322

Total 2,720 58 1,974 42 4,694

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

3. Table records episodes of care which have begun. A child may start to be looked after more 

    than once in a year and so may be counted more than once here.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 PRESS RELEASE

TABLE 6

NUMBER OF CHILDREN STARTING TO BE LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001 : 

BREAKDOWN BY LATEST STATUTORY REASON FOR BEING LOOKED AFTER 1,2,3

Number in each Percentage in

Statute group statute group each statute group

Accommodated under Section 25 1,002 21

Parental Responsibilities Order 8 0

Supervision Requirement at Home 2,149 46
Supervision Requirement away from Home
(excluding Residential Establishment) 632 13
Supervision Requirement away from Home

(in a Residential Establishment but excluding Secure) 367 8

Supervision Requirement away from Home

with a Secure Condition 36 1

Warrant 165 4

Child Protection Measure 118 3

Criminal Court Provision 17 0

Freed for Adoption 7 0
Other 194 4
Total 4,694 100

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

3. Table records episodes of care which have begun. A child may start to be looked after more 

    than once in a year and so may be counted more than once here.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31ST MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 PRESS RELEASE

TABLE 7

NUMBER OF CHILDREN CEASING TO BE LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR

TO 31ST MARCH 2001 : BREAKDOWN BY GENDER AND AGE GROUP 1,2,3

Gender

Male Female Total

Percentage of Percentage of

Number in each age group Number in each age group Number in

Age group each age group who are male each age group who are female each age group

Under 1 42 54 36 46 79

1-4 314 52 286 48 600

5-11 645 57 479 43 1,124

12-15 855 61 538 39 1,393

16-17 880 62 530 38 1,410

18 69 51 66 49 135

Total 2,805 59 1,936 41 4,741

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

3. Table records episodes of care which have ended. A child may cease to be looked after more 

    than once in a year and so may be counted more than once here.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31ST MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 PRESS RELEASE

TABLE 8

NUMBER OF CHILDREN CEASING TO BE LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31ST MARCH 2001 : 

BREAKDOWN BY LAST STATUTORY REASON FOR BEING LOOKED AFTER 1,2,3

Number in each Percentage in

Statute group statute group each statute group

Accommodated under Section 25 982 21

Parental Responsibilities Order 49 1

Supervision Requirement at Home 2,328 49
Supervision Requirement away from Home 0
(excluding Residential Establishment) 590 12
Supervision Requirement away from Home 0

(in a Residential Establishment but excluding Secure) 347 7

Supervision Requirement away from Home 0

with a Secure Condition 41 1

Warrant 95 2

Child Protection Measure 44 1

Criminal Court Provision 26 1

Freed for Adoption 34 1
Other 204 4
Total 4,741 100

1. Table excludes children who are on a planned series of short term placements.

2. Table includes rounded estimates for local authorities not able to provide information. 

    Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

3. Table records episodes of care which have ended. A child may cease to be looked after more 

    than once in a year and so may be counted more than once here.



CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN THE YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2001

TABLES FOR MAY 2002 PRESS RELEASE

TABLE 9

NUMBER OF CHILDREN LOOKED AFTER IN A PLANNED SERIES OF SHORT TERM PLACEMENTS

AS AT 31 MARCH 2001 : BREAKDOWN BY GENDER AND AGE GROUP 1,2,3,4

Gender

Male Female Total

Percentage of Percentage of

Number in each age group Number in each age group Number in

Age group each age group who are male each age group who are female each age group

Under 1 17 53 15 47 32

1-4 171 57 127 43 298

5-11 679 62 414 38 1,093

12-15 442 59 304 41 746

16-17 146 53 130 47 276

Total 1,455 60 989 40 2,444

1. Table includes estimates for 6 of the 32 local authorities (covering 16 per cent of the population aged 0-17)

    as they were unable to supply information.

2.  Some totals do not exactly equal the sum of their component parts due to the effects of rounding.

3.  The short term placements shown here are used by local authorities to provide respite to children and 

     families where this can help to avoid the need for a child to become looked after full time. 

     The use of short term placements is not restricted to disability respite. 

4.  Figures shown in this table are additional to those shown in tables 1 to 8.


