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Question 1
How well do you think the Scotstat framework enables users to influence statistical developments, and keeps up to date with published statistics and analysis?


-
What works well?


-
What improvements would you like to see over the next year (we 



shall report back progress at next years’ conference).  

There was a general awareness of Scotstat and delegates were happy with the system of email alerts. But it was noted that many of the delegates attending today’s conference were not members of the Scotstat register. 
The makeup and structure of the Scotstat committee’s was considered to be vital and the general consensus is that Scotstat does work well. However, several Scotstat users felt that they, as users, were under represented across the Scotstat group. It was felt that the site could be used as a network facilitator and this is something we should explore. But it was also noted that individuals and groups are really only concerned with those issues and areas relevant to them. It was felt that a register of 1,500 members is relatively small given the size of the public sector in Scotland.
A more general point concerned how quickly Scotstat can react to changes to the political, economic and statistical landscape – climate change being an example.

Presentation of data and indicators
The level of data aggregation, disaggregation and standardisation was seen as important.
Delegates felt that not enough data was made available at the micro, or local level and felt the current system was somewhat fragmented. Discussion took place on how to produce data and information at  the small area geography, datazone level - datazones are groups of Census output areas  which have populations of between 500 and 1,000 household residents,

and  where some effort is been made to respect existing physical boundaries.

Education was used as an example:



- 
what and where are the sources of data for example?



-
small area level statistics or more obscure information - how do we 


find it?



-
survey datasets/up-to-date metadata – how do users establish what is 


available?



-
more advice on how to measure indicators and integrate/use them in 


the Single Outcome agreements, for instance.



-  
what and who are the drivers regarding new data items



-          Scotstat should flag up/signpost new and existing data

It was suggested that a generic Scotstat mailbox should be set up as the main contact point for users.
Also, keeping the web sections and pages up-to-date and relevant is important. There are issues regarding housekeeping i.e. the failure to remove out of date information. This also applies to several of the actual Scotstat committees, where in several cases, no work, or updates, has been done in the last 12 to 24 months. This has to be resolved.
Again, by using an example (in this case, economic migration data), the delegates concluded that in many cases it was unclear, and indeed unhelpful, that so many different data sources and databases existed. In many cases people were bypassing Scotstat altogether and going direct to the original data source instead. A much clearer and simpler method of identifying information was recommended. Also, how data was structured is important. For instance, bringing together data on tax, workers in poverty and information on child poverty proves to be a frustrating experience - it should not be so. 
The discussion continued around the theme of how the Scotstat groups linked to one another and to the Scotstat Board in general. The lack of access to the individual Scotstat committee was seen as an ongoing problem. Also, difficulties were encountered attempting to raise issues such as gaps in datasets with the committees. The counter party to this was actually establishing what is available and from whom.

Question 2
How well do you think the Scottish Government responds to the views of providers and users of official statistics? How can communication mechanisms be improved?
The main focus was on the problems involved with indentifying contacts and becoming part of new or existing networks with local/national government framework.

Delegates representing the local authorities considered that the response from the Scottish Government was less than effective in this case. It was suggested that other established networks could be used to publicise Scotsat.
 The exchange of information and ideas was seen as lacking and requiring improvement. There seemed to be a lack if active engagement with users.


-
Network to network communication; provide links to other relevant 



websites and data sources.


-
Channels of communication 



-
A community of interests



-
A forum for discussion should be established allowing the exchange of 


ideas
However, it was felt that the Scotstat statistics platform is a good communication vehicle, but in a general, over arching sense.  It can be seen as a one stop shop attempting to cover all areas and perhaps it could be more effective if it was developed more as a portal to other sources of information rather than just a pathway to existing published data.

Question 3
Which statistics do you think the UK Statistics Authority should focus its attention on? – this might be a topic (e.g. economy, health, housing etc) or a specific statistical publication (GDP, unemployment, Scottish Index of Multiple Depravation etc).

Ideas suggested included listing the separate components that make up datasets – an example being, what are the variables used when calculating composite indicators and making disaggregated data available? The Scottish Index of Multiple Depravation was cited as an example and it was noted that Edinburgh City Council had introduced a similar project but disseminated the information better. 
Perhaps Scotstat could provide guidance to enable do-it-yourself analysis of datasets rather than the Scottish Government performing this function on behalf of the users.

Make resources available:



-
Availability of existing data



-
Access to metadata



-
Flag up when new data comes on stream



-
Employ the latest and most appropriate analysis techniques  



- 
Assist other organisations (including LA’s) to organise there own 



surveys with Scotstat overseeing the process.

The theme of improving access to external datasets was extended. One very useful suggestion was pursuing the use of commercial data on businesses in Scotland and how to make this more accessible.

We also need clarification regarding whether surveys, or other data collection programmes, are GB, Scotland or Local Authority focused. Rural Scotland will have a different set of needs, in terms of what data is required, when compared to the Scottish economy overall.
A final, but important point, was the need to reduce the use of jargon and acronyms. Government officials should strive to use clear simple langue wherever possible.
Question 4
Are there any cross cutting issues that the UK Statistics Authority should consider? E.g. accessibility of statistics, coherence of the UK wide statistics, more regional disaggregation of UK statistics, consultation with stakeholders etc.

It was felt that most of the previous discussion relating to Scotstat could be applied here too.

There were one or two important points to note however. It was felt that in regard to both Scotstat and UK statistics as a whole, there appears to be a low take up and level of participation among voluntary organisations. This should be examined. 
There are no obvious gaps in terns of statistics by theme but the time lag in publishing results can be a concern
Also, it was suggested that efforts should be made to close the gap between analysts and policy staff. But it was also felt that UK statistics tended to be more useful to the business sector and academics.
The UK Statistics Authority should provide more comprehensive advice on the disaggregation/dissemination of UK data particularly at the regional and sub regional level.
It was noted that the English Neighbourhood Statistics contained breakdowns at a much smaller level (e.g. output area level than SNS. This something we should look at.

There also appears to be a level of arbitrariness regarding National Indications and this should be clarified.
A final point was made regarding the ‘quality’ of UK statistics. Those close to the process have trust in official statistics. Our concern should be how to counter false statements and poor presentation in the media.
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