SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT

SECOND ANNUAL STATISTICS STAKEHOLDER CONFERENCE – 2008

WORKSHOP 1

(11.50 – 12.45)

AIM:  This workshop seeks your views on the ScotStat framework; on improving communication between data suppliers, analysts and final users; and on priorities for UK Statistics Authority assessments. 

1.   The discussion will be led by a Senior Statistician on each table. A flipchart and post-it notes are available to allow participants to register thoughts and ideas. 
2.   A ScotStat Board Support Group member will take notes of the discussions. 

3.   Groups are not required to feedback their conclusions: these will be written up after the event and distributed to attendees.

4.   Please start the discussion by introducing yourselves and what your statistical interests are.
Questions

1.  How well do you think the ScotStat framework enables users to influence statistical developments, and keep up to date with published statistics and analysis: 

-  what works well


-  what improvements would you like to see over the next year  (we shall 
report back progress at next years’ conference) 

2.  How well do you think the Scottish Government responds to the views of providers and users of official statistics?  How can communication mechanisms be improved?  
3.  Which statistics do you think the UK Statistics Authority should focus its attention on?  -  this might be a topic (e.g. economy, health, housing etc) or a specific statistical publication (GDP, unemployment, Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation, etc).

4.  Are there any cross cutting issues that the UK Statistics Authority should consider?  E.g. accessibility of statistics, coherence of UK wide statistics, more regional disaggregation of UK statistics, consultation with stakeholders, etc

5.  (Optional – if time allows)  Do you find it easy to access statistics (and information about related data sources and methodologies) for (a) Scotland as a whole; (b) sub-Scotland, for local analysis; and (c) figures for the UK and other countries for comparison purposes.
