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1. Alternative Sources

1.1   The Scottish Longitudinal Study (SLS).  The database has now been launched and the research support service is fully operational.   Ten research projects have been approved so far. Topics include migration and housing tenure change, migration and occupational mobility, neighbourhood tenure mix and individual outcomes, religion and patterns of intermarriage, impact of living arrangements on health and mortality, limiting longstanding illness and return to work, teenage births, household composition, migration and commuting behaviour.  Early findings form some of these projects were reported at the BSPS conference at St Andrews University in  September.  A seminar to introduce the new resource to SE analysts was held on  24 April 2007.  The seminar was oversubscribed and we have had requests for a repeat event.  A second seminar has now provisionally been scheduled for the afternoon on 21 January 2008 in VQ.  Plans are to provide a general introduction to the SLS and report findings from some of the projects currently in progress.

1.2     In addition to supporting research use, the project continues to investigate the  feasibility of extending  the scope of the data held on the database.  One of the potential extensions being considered is education data.  If successful, this would allow to include in the SLS information on the participation and attainment of pupils in public sector schools since 2003. 

1.3     We have started working on the second phase of the Ethnicity and Health  project led by Edinburgh University which aims to examine a range of health outcomes by ethnic background using linked Census and administrative health records.  The project was funded by the CSO.  The project team is currently developing a submission for ethics committee approval and data access agreements.

1.4   During the first half of the year we carried out experimental work on probabilistic record linkage.  As part of this we linked individual records from the Census Test (2006) with records from the 2001 Census.  We achieved 77 percent match rate (for Census Test respondents aged 5 or older) and were able to evaluate 2 probabilistic tools for record linkage.  Output from this project comparing self reported ethnicity in the 2001 Census question and the 2006 Test question was provided to OCS to inform the development of a new scheme for classifying ethnic background.

1.5   Over the course of the next year our admin sources development work will focus on the NHS Central Register and the School Census.  We are establishing a new system for accessing NHSCR  for statistical work at GROS and are looking to make greater use of health registrations data in population statistics.  We are also looking to use  pupil census data  to examine migration flows and stock and the feasibility of capturing migration in and out of Scotland.

2. 2011 Census 

1. Introduction

1.1
This paper provides a brief outline on the current position with 2011 Census programme, focussing on the consultation programme and timetable from a user perspective.  

2. Consultation and Census Questionnaire

2.1
GROS has recently published the results of our 2nd (of 3) 12 week formal consultation exercise.  This asked for responses on the 16 points below and a summary of the responses to Questionnaire length and Census Outputs is provided at 2.2 – 2.5.  The full summary is available on the GROS website  

· Questionnaire length

· Housing

· Income

· Health & Care

· Religion

· Travel to work or study

· Language

· Migration

· Economic Activity and Socio Economic Class (NS-SEC)

· Qualifications

· Second Residence and Population Definitions

· Ethnicity

· Carrying out the Census (internet completion)

· Gaelic Language Policy

· Census Outputs

· Geography
2.2
‘Questionnaire length - just under half of respondents indicated a preference for 4 pages of questions per person as opposed to 3 pages per person in the 2001 Census.  A quarter of respondents preferred 3 pages per person.’  The timetable below shows that we will decide on the topics for the 2009 Rehearsal early next year, taking account of views expressed in consultation and evaluation of the 2007 Test in England & Wales and Northern Ireland.  This will drive the number and type of questions each individual will be asked to answer.

2.3
‘Census Outputs - the most commonly identified priority was that outputs should be free at the point of delivery. There was also support for flexible table generation on-line, a facility for comparing 2001 and 2011 results, an effective and flexible approach to output geographies and an on-line facility for mapping and graphing of standard and user defined output. Local Government respondents, in particular, felt that flexible table generation was important.’ 

2.4
‘The majority of respondents expressed a preference for outputs to be released on-line and indicated that they would make use of a flexible on-line table generation system. However, some also noted that pre-planned output in electronic format should be available.’ 

2.5
We will work towards an initial output strategy at the end of 2007 and then look at the more detailed user requirements through the consultation programme, including the format for data, dissemination methods and timetable for release.
	Milestone 
	Timing 

	Spring 2007 Consultation Findings Published 
	September 2007 

	Evaluation of 2007 Census Test in England & Wales and Northern Ireland 
	Winter 2007 

	Topics for 2009 Rehearsal questionnaire agreed 
	Spring 2008 

	2009 Rehearsal questionnaire finalised 
	Summer 2008 

	White paper (formal proposals on 2011 Census) to Scottish Parliament 
	Autumn 2008 

	Census Rehearsal 
	Spring 2009 

	2011 Census Questionnaire Final draft 
	Autumn 2009 

	Parliamentary Approval of Questionnaire (Census Order and Regulations)
	Spring 2010 

	2011 Census 
	Spring 2011 


2.6 
In October 2008, GROS will put a White Paper to the Scottish Parliament on our plans for the 2011 Census.  Following the 2009 Rehearsal, we will evaluate responses to the questionnaire and put final proposals for the 2011 Census questionnaire to the Scottish Parliament in early 2010. 

2.7
It is likely that the Scottish Parliament will consult on these final proposals – the Census Order (covering the Census date, who is to be included on the Census forms and question topics) and the Census Regulations (covering the detail of how the Census will be conducted and the Census forms) – before they are approved. 
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