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This paper collates the written updates received in October 2007 for Scottish Government Surveys prior to the SPSCC meeting on 13th November. 
Scottish Household Survey: 
by Mairi MacAskill
SHS Culture & Sport Module: 
by Andrew Macartney
Scottish Health Survey: 

by Julie Ramsay
      SHeS Knowledge, Attitudes & Motivations
      Module (Post-HEPS):                                     by Sonnda Catto
Labour Force Survey: 

by David McPhee
Scottish House Condition Survey: 
by Iain Mate

Scottish Crime Survey (SCVS & SCJS): 
by Beth MacMaster
Family Resource Survey: 

by Sara Grainger
Wealth and Assets Survey:                             by Sara Grainger
Growing Up in Scotland: 

by Euan Dick
Scottish Social Attitudes Survey: 
by Kirstie Whelan 
Scottish Environmental Attitudes

and Behaviours Survey 2008:                        by Gillian Dalrymple 

Millenium Cohort Longitudinal Survey 
by Louise Appleton

SCOTTISH HOUSEHOLD SURVEY 
The Scottish Household Survey has had a turbulent 2007 so far. The lengthy questionnaire introduced into field at the start of 2007 lowered the response rate and dented interviewer morale. Although the questionnaire introduced at the start of June is now running within the required 45 minutes, interviewer morale will take longer to repair. Staff changes in the team have resulted in the fourth Project Manager in the past year. The Statistical Database Administration sits with the Transport Assistant Statistician post and is currently vacant, which means the current Project Manager is covering this work. 

The key events for the SHS over the next few months are shown below.

Lead Analysts’ Forum

The first meeting of a new group, the Lead Analysts’ Forum, is to be held on the 8th November 2007. The purpose of this group is to keep lead analysts better informed of the progress of the SHS, and where appropriate ask their views on matters. It is hoped that this group will eradicate the feeling from some lead analysts that they are not aware of and not involved with the running and progress of the survey.

Scottish Household Survey User Day 

The Scottish Household Survey User Day will be held on 26th November 2007. This event is aimed at new and future users of the SHS data and results. If you would like to attend or more details then please email the SHS Mailbox – shs@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

Questionnaire Revision for 2009

The revision of the SHS for 2009 will be launched at the SHS User Day on 26th November. The scale of this revision will be less than the previous revision for 2007: the questions that will have to be re-justified will be the non-priority area questions, to ensure that they are still the best use of the non-priority time in the SHS. Key stakeholders of the SHS will be informed of the revision thorough the website and the ScotStat consultation framework. The changes should be agreed and ready for scripting by the end of March 2008.

Quarterly Release

The Q2 2007 results will be published on 6th December 2007. The data was made available internally for quality assurance purposes only by 30th October. The release will be accompanied by the usual Statistics Publication Notice. 

Technical Group & Fieldwork/Reporting Group

The next quarterly meeting of the Technical Group and Fieldwork/Reporting Group will be held on 16th January 2008.

Interviewer Feedback Session

An interviewer feedback session will be held on 7th February 2008. This will allow interviewers to feed into the questionnaire revision process for 2009, identifying questions which are causing problems in the field in the current questionnaire at this stage, rather than at the pilot stage when time is tight. It is also hoped that this will increase interviewer morale. 

Dissemination Strategy   

The outputs of the survey were to be reviewed under the new contract, so this will be done with a view to preparing a strategy to be discussed at the Technical Group meeting on 16th January. The Lead Analysts’ Forum and User Day will be used as opportunities to get views from users about which outputs would be useful.

Methodological Developments

The income imputation and weighting of the survey are being reviewed alongside the SHCS, with the hope that the two surveys can be harmonised in this respect.

SCOTTISH HOUSEHOLD SURVEY (SHS) – CULTURE AND SPORT MODULE
Background

1.  Culture and Sport Module
The SHS Culture and Sport Module collects detailed data on involvement in culture and sport by adults in Scotland, as well as core socio-economic data.  The module will collect data from a sample of nearly 8,000 respondents, with fieldwork carried out over calendar years 2007 and 2008.  The module will not run for 2009 and 2010 but may be run again in 2011 and 2012 subject to funding.

2.  Main SHS culture and sport questions
In addition to questions in the module, 6 high level participation and frequency questions on culture and sport have been included in the main SHS for 2007 and 2008.  The intention is for these high level questions to carry on in the main SHS questionnaire for 2009, 2010 and beyond.  However, continuation of these questions will have to be re-justified to the SHS Technical Group.

3.  Responsibility for SHS culture and sport questions
Since the Tourism, Culture and Sport Analytical Services Unit was disbanded (Sept 07), responsibility for analytical support to culture and sport has been split between Europe, External Affairs and Culture (EEAC), and Public Health .
Andrew Macartney (*Culture Statistics) is now the lead analyst for the module, covering questions on both culture and sport.  In addition, Julie Ramsay (Public Health Statistics) will provide input relating specifically to the sport questions.
[*Culture Statistics - although analytical support for culture is generally provided by EEAC analytical unit, culture statistics is part of the Statistical Support for Government Funding Allocation branch].

Fieldwork and data issues

4.  Fieldwork on the SHS Culture and Sport Module started in January 2007.  Initial quality assurance work (on data received following the first month of fieldwork) identified a few routing errors in the interview scripts used by the contractors.  These have been corrected, and the finalised version went live on 1 June 2007.

5.  For one of the survey contractors, missing data (for several socio-economic questions) was identified at an early stage.  The interview script was corrected on 22 March 2007 and a telephone re-contact exercise was carried out to obtain the missing data.  Response rate for this follow-up was 84%.

Publications  

6.  The first publication of results from the culture and sport module (and from the culture and sport questions from the main SHS) is planned for autumn 2008.  In due course, discussion will be held between analysts responsible for culture and sport, and the SHS team, to discuss the content and format of this publication (or publications).
SHS Users Day

7.  At the SHS Users Day (26 November 2007) a presentation on the culture and sport module will be included in the breakout sessions.
SCOTTISH HEALTH SURVEY
Contract Awarded

A contractor was appointed in July.  A consortium of the Scottish Centre for Social Research, University College London and MRC Social and Public Health Sciences Unit will run the survey from 2008-2011.

Survey Design

The survey will follow a core and modular design with the core questionnaire being issued to 6,400 adults and 2,050 children each year.  See annex for a pictorial representation of the design.  The sample will be unclustered, but only after 4 years of data collection.  The full 4 year sample will be drawn at the beginning of the 4 year period but interviews will be grouped geographically to cut down on fieldwork costs.  Whilst this will mean there is some clustering of the annual data, it should be less than that which would result from a traditional clustered sample design.

Questionnaire

The questionnaire consultation exercise is now completed.  There was a high level of response to the consultation and we received many proformas requesting the retention or amendment of existing questions and the addition of new questions.  A recommendations paper outlining the proposed questionnaire content was put to the SheS Steering Group in June 2007 and subsequently circulated to a wide audience of interested parties.  A further round of comments were taken on board and a final recommendations paper was published on the website in October 2007.   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Health/scottish-health-survey/Consultation2008
Since the contract began in July, much of the work of the contractors has focussed on questionnaire design and testing.  Cognitive testing was carried out in September followed by a small scale pilot exercise in October.  This has led to further refinement of the questionnaire in time for the full dress-rehearsal which is being carried out during November.  Further refinements to questions will be made during December and the survey is due to go live in the field in the third week of January 2008.

Data Availability

The first sweep of data – for 2008 – is due to be published in Summer 2009.

SCOTTISH HEALTH SURVEY:  KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDES & MOTIVATIONS MODULE (POST-HEPS)

NHS Health Scotland has funded a module in the new Scottish Health Survey (SHeS).  The module replaces the Health Education Population Survey (HEPS), commissioned by Health Scotland from 1996 to 2007.  

Health Scotland consulted on the questionnaire content, both internally and externally, from May-August 2007.  Like the HEPS, the module will cover health-related knowledge, attitudes and behavioural motivations but behaviours and socio-demographics will now be covered in the SHeS core.  Topic coverage remains broadly similar: 

Retained - breastfeeding, smoking

Amended - general health and behavioural motivation, information sources and attitudes to healthy living, healthy eating, physical activity, alcohol, sexual health

New - cervical cancer (to provide pre- and post-measures for evaluation of the human papilloma virus vaccination programme); obesity

Dropped - mental health (covered in SHeS core and module B), illicit drugs.

Sample size and levels of precision will be roughly equivalent to the HEPS (effective sample size 1815 per year, achieved sample will be greater to allow for design effects).  The module targets all adults aged 16+ and will run annually.  Headline findings will be reported annually (1st annual report published in Summer 2009) with a more in-depth report every 2 years (Summers 2010 and 2012).  

Integration of the previous HEPS survey into the SHeS has offered significant cost savings and is expected to provide both scientific and practical advantages (eg linking to more robust measures of behaviour in SHeS core and accompanying modules, potential for record linkage, raised profile, streamlined communications).

Information about the module will be posted on the SHeS website in due course.
LABOUR FORCE SURVEY
Introduction

1. This paper provides a short update on recent developments of the Annual Population Survey (APS)/Labour Force Survey (LFS) in Scotland.

Background

2. The APS is a dataset which contains 1 years worth of data and is published on a rolling quarterly basis (i.e. Jan-Dec, Apr-Mar, Jul-Jun and Oct-Sep).  The APS in Scotland is made up of the four quarters of the LFS in Scotland and also the boost to the LFS in Scotland.  The annual boost to the LFS was previously published as the Annual Scottish Labour Force Survey.

3. The APS allows more accurate analysis of labour market information at detailed geographical levels and also for specific groups such as the NEET group.  As the detailed postcode data is made available to the Scottish Executive it is also possible to create specific geographies such as rural and urban classifications.

Publications

4. Data for January – December 2006 was published in June 2007.   This was published on the Scottish Executive website as well as on the National Online Manpower Information System (NOMIS) website.  The publication included data on various labour market and lifelong indicators broken down by Local Authority area, urban/rural areas and deprived/non deprived areas.
5. The microdata for all off the non calendar year data are held by Labour Market Statistics branch.   This allows extra analysis of this information which is used for briefing, policy development and PQ’s.  However Labour Market Statistics branch does not produce any standard outputs from the non calendar years.

6. The next calendar year version of the Annual Population Survey in Scotland relating to the period January to December 2007 will be published in June 2008.  The publication will include data for 2006 and 2007 at a Local Authority Level and also urban/rural splits and data on the 15% most deprived areas in Scotland.

Future Developments

Ethnicity Boost

7. ONS have proposed a potential pilot for the ethnicity boost to the APS which would involve a focussed enumeration in three Local Authority areas: Dundee, East Dunbartonshire and Aberdeen City.  These three areas were chosen due to cost and potential resource issues. 

8. The cost of the pilot has not yet been finalised but it is expected to cost less than £50,000.  If costs are agreed the pilot will be carried out in April 2008 and from this pilot a recommendation on the possibility of a full ethnicity boost will be made.

IHS issues with the LFS/APS

9. The proposed Survey Case Management System will not be integrated into the LFS in April 2008 as originally planned.  The earliest possible date for this integration to take place is now in October 2008.  This means that the earliest that an IHS dataset will be available will be in early 2010 with the dataset relating to the period October 2008 – September 2009.

Re-weighting of the LFS/APS

10. During 2008 the LFS and APS will be re-weighted to take into account revisions in the mid year populations and the population projections.  This will potentially impact on all data going back to 1997.  These data are likely to be published on May 2008 with roughly a 6 week quality assurance period to determine the effects of the re-weighting process.
Funding

11. The funding for 2008/09 and beyond is currently being negotiated will be confirmed after the spending review announcement.

SCOTTISH HOUSE CONDITION SURVEY
1. Planning to Publish 2005/06 SHCS data in December 2007 including fuel poverty, domestic sector energy efficiency and Scottish Housing Quality Standards.

2. Responses to the SHCS Social Survey Consultation collated and respondents re-contacted to confirm details. In process of agreeing changes with contractor so they can pilot changes. 4 Themes:

a. Increasing interest in sheltered/supported accommodation and housing adaptations

b. More emphasis on energy saving devices, Energy Performance Certificates and renewable energy sources.

c. Removing detailed medical questions on chest complaints, coughing and wheezing, and on mental health.

d. Harmonisation of questions in line with core proposals and with the SHS.

3. Income imputation method research paper for the SHCS now available. Implementing in-house income imputation methodology initially using SAS code.

4. Discussing weighting and grossing of the SHCS in tandem with methodology of the SHS for the new 3 year contract with Ipsos-MORI.

5. 5-nations House Condition Survey meeting London in February.

6. Local Authority 3 year’s continuous survey data to establish rolling Annual LA publication.

7. Development of CADI tablet based physical survey methodology.

8. Addition of administrative data sets to SHCS – SIMD, Council Tax Bands, Property Valuations, access to gas mains. Encouraging the exploration of the availability of Energy Performance Certificate data.

9. Supporting modelling domestic sector carbon emissions factors to help steer the development of methods to meet domestic sector energy efficiency targets.

SCOTTISH CRIME SURVEY
The Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey (SCVS) 2006
Fieldwork for this survey ended in December 2006, and two reports from the survey, 2006 SCVS: Main Findings and Drug Misuse in Scotland: Findings from the 2006 SCVS, were published in September 2007.  A further report, on the partner abuse section of the survey, is planned for release in late November.
 
The Scottish Crime and Justice Survey (SCJS)
 
The new contract for the SCJS was awarded to TNS in August 2007.  Key features of the new SCJS are:
         Larger sample size of 16,000 interviews – previously only 5,000
         Some data to be available at police force area level – previously data was only available nationally
         Face to face household interviews
         More questionnaire modules to meet demand for questionnaire space
         Extended self completion section now covering sexual victimisation in addition to partner abuse and drug misuse 
         Incorporation of harmonised core where possible
         Additional analysis of SCJS data and previous crime survey data using in house resource and the Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research.
 
Delays in commissioning have led to changes to timescales for fieldwork.  The survey is currently undergoing thorough testing and piloting and will go into the field in April 2008, with first data available in 2009.  
 
 
FAMILY RESOURCE SURVEY
1. Income and Poverty branch have been discussing the possibility of boosting the FRS to provide Local AuthIority poverty estimates. It was agreed that the scale of boost required was unfeasible and this would not be pursued. Work is planned in collaboration with the SHS team to consider the feasibility of using a combination of FRS and SHS data to provide low income estimates at Local Authority level instead.

2. Following the March release of the Scottish Households Below Average Income 2005/06 publication, DWP discovered an error in their weights and the publication had to be withdrawn. Corrected datasets were received and an updated publication was released on May 30th.
3. ONS supplied us with an urban/rural indicator and a 15% most deprived datazone indicator for the 2005/06 FRS dataset which allowed us to publish poverty estimates for Scotland at that level on 21st September.

4. Questions on material deprivation have been included in the FRS from the 2004/05 survey. When HM Treasury announced the methodology for the third tier child poverty measure this allowed us to release Tier 3 child poverty estimates for Scotland. (The material deprivation suit of questions have recently been added to Growing Up in Scotland survey too).

WEALTH AND ASSETS SURVEY

1. The Scottish Government has joined the consortium of owners of the Wealth and Assets Survey (along with DWP, DTI, HMRC, DCLG and HMT). The Survey is being managed by ONS.

2. WAS is a longitudinal survey of households across GB, currently in the middle of Sweep 1, where each sweep lasts 2 years. The sample includes approximately 4,000 Scottish households south of the Caledonian Canal.

3. As well as providing estimates of wealth and assets, the survey will provide information on economic status and income; household debt; attitudes to debt and risk; financial planning including pension plans; financial management, awareness and expectations; ethnicity, religion and health.

4. There is a follow up debtors survey in which the 10% most indebted households are reinterviewed about their debt every year. The Scottish Government is looking into boosting the Debtor’s Survey within Scotland in order to provide Scottish level debt estimates.

5. The first dataset, which will not contain grossing weights or derived variables, should be made available to consortium members following the release of the interim report  (which will be labelled as experimental statistics) on 19th December. This data will be made available for internal use only.  

6. A more detailed analytical report produced in consultation with all departments will be released in early 2009, from which point analysis will be used in compendium publications such as Social Trends 2009 and it will be possible for the Scottish Government to report Scotland level analysis externally.

GROWING UP IN SCOTLAND
1. The overview report of findings from sweep two data is scheduled to be published in February 2008 (currently planned for w/c 18th Feb 2008).  There will be a launch event – details are being confirmed.  Sweep two data will include:

· Our first longitudinal analysis on changes in family structure, household composition and childcare arrangements;

· New topic on diet and eating habits of the younger cohort (approx. 22 mths old); 

· New topic on early experiences of pre-school of the older cohort ( approx. 46 mths old) 

· Data on attitudes and use of different parenting techniques - including specific methods of behaviour control

· The first data from the partner interviews.

AND of course the up-date on the other topics of childcare, child health, activities with others, work-life balance etc.

2. Three additional topic reports are scheduled to be published in December 2007 based on GUS sweep 1 data.  These are: (i) Use of informal support by families with young children; (ii) Growing Up in Rural Scotland; and (iii) Exploring the experience and outcomes for advantaged and disadvantaged families.

3. December 2007 and January 2008 will see a series of data seminars conducted on the use of GUS sweep 1 data.  Sweep 1 data is due to be lodged with the ESRC Data Archive in late November 2007 and we hope will also appear on the Scottish Government stats. server.  Details of these seminars have been circulated to all Scottish Government analysts.

4. Sweep three of the research is currently in the field with a view to completion in April 2008, reporting will be due early 2009.  This sweep will include details of the first children to attend primary school, food and nutrition for the birth and youth cohort, and results from child cognitive assessments.

5. Sweep four of the research is due to go into field in April 2008.  The original baby cohort will then be 3-4 years old (going to pre-school) and the toddler cohort will be 5-6 years old (most in Primary 1 and some in Primary 2).

6. The Scottish Centre for Social Research’s (ScotCen) contract has now been extended, with effect from April 2007 to March 2009.  However, we will be re-procuring the contract for GUS in early 2008 to allow for the development of the sweep 5 questionnaire, which is due in the field in 2009.

7. The development of questions for each sweep of research is completed in conjunction with the Policy Advisory Group (PAG) to ensure that the survey is collecting relevant trend data and also continuing to reflect policy areas. 

8. The current priorities are 

· Finalise the additional topic reports for December 2007

· Finalise report for sweep two of the research and plan launch event for February 2008

· To finalise sweep four questionnaire for April 2008

· Ensure data is lodged with ERSC Data Archive and launch data events.

· Start procurement process – and plan shape of GUS for next 5 years.

SCOTTISH SOCIAL ATTITUDES SURVEY
The Scottish Social Attitudes Survey collects reliable time series (annual) data from a representative sample of 1500 -1600 Scottish adults (18yrs +). The survey started in 1999 and is run by the Scottish Centre for Social Research. The core module gathers data on attitudes to public services and perceptions of trust in government in Scotland since devolution.

The Office of Chief Researcher is funding a core module between 2004 and 2007. We are finalising reports from SSA 2006 results with an expected publication date set for Monday 19 Nov. The fieldwork for 2007 has just been completed, data has been sent for cleaning and analysis is about to start.

SCOTTISH ENVIRONMENTAL ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOURS SURVEY 2008 (SEABS’08)
 
The Scottish Government Rural and Environment Research and Analysis Directorate Analytical Services (RERAD AS), on behalf of the Environment and Greener Directorates, is currently commissioning a Scottish Environmental Attitudes and Behaviours Survey 2008 (SEABS’08).  The dedicated large-scale survey aims to produce sound and robust social survey data on public environmental attitudes and behaviours, supporting the development and delivery of environmental policy, relating specifically to climate change and sustainable development, but also of relevance to other policy areas.  This will meet a pressing need for up-to-date Scottish data that identifies motivations and barriers to changing environmental behaviours.

The following timetable is anticipated:

·
Advertise EoIs:  October 2007

·
Issue Invitations to Tender:  Early December 2007

·
Deadline for Tenders:  January 2008

·
Award Contract:  Early February 2008

·
Survey Development and Piloting: February – April 2008

·
Main Survey Fieldwork and Initial Survey Analysis:  May – July 2008

·
Headline Results:  August 2008

·
Full Report:  December 2008

We will imminently be advertising for expressions of interest, and, are concurrently setting up various advisory groups to help develop the survey and tailor a high-quality specification.

MILLENIUM COHORT SURVEY

The MCS sweep 2 was published in June 2007.  The findings are available online or in the erdm folder.

The interesting findings for Scotland were that firstly, children aged 3 are ahead of their peers in the rest of the UK by several months (in terms of behaviours and school readiness).  Secondly, poverty appears to be lower in Scotland than in the rest of the UK and, thirdly, rates of breastfeeding are lower in Scotland than in the rest of the UK.

The findings were sufficiently interesting to commission further investigation and OCR has commissioned work on exploring the MCS2 data for the Scotland sample.  Two reports were commissioned: a Scotland User Guide (which is suitable for analysts to share with policy officials to showcase some key findings and the potential use of MCS data); and Analysis of Scotland-specific data.  The findings from the latter found that the incidence of poverty was due simply to the sampling of MCS children.  It was not clear why the incidence of breastfeeding was lower in Scotland and the school readiness was inconclusive in establishing reasons why children in Scotland are ahead of their peers in the rest of the UK (though this was due in part to sampling bias).  The two reports are expected to be published in late November/early December.

MCS Sweep 3 is currently being completed in the field. 

It was agreed in late summer that the researchers should not focus their attention on writing a book to cover off MCS 2 (as originally envisaged) but that they should focus their efforts on the analysis of MCS 3 data.  A book is therefore anticipated following publication of the MCS 3 results next year, and the content will also include MCS3 data.

MCS Sweep 4 has engaged the Scottish Government more recently.  MCS 4 has been piloted and the findings from the pilot have meant that some changes needed to be made.  Several additional health indicators are being included in MCS 4, focusing attention on body mass index with a view to understanding more about obesity.  In addition, the researchers are developing a test to assess attainment and a survey for teachers of MCS pupils.  Colleagues in DG Education have been supporting me in working with the fieldworkers to develop the appropriate materials for assessing pupils in Scotland.  We are also currently considering data linkage with some of our data currently in ScotXed.  This is raising interesting questions about data and access protocols which we hope to resolve.
Updates collated by Janette Purbrick 
Office of the Chief Statistician
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