
SCOTTISH POPULATION SURVEYS CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE (SPSCC)
13th November 2007 MINUTES     
Present

Rob Wishart

– DG – Education  (Chair)
Leicha Rickards 
– Office for National Statistics
Julie Wilson

– DG – Education
Louise Appleton
– DG – Education
Sara Grainger 

– DG – Justice 
Janette Purbrick 
– DG – Education (Minutes)

David McPhee 
– DG - Education
Mairi MacAskill
– DG - Justice
Andrew Macartney
– DG - Education 

Julie Ramsay

– DG - Health 

Beth MacMaster
– DG - Justice 
Barry Stalker               – DG – Justice

Ganka Mueller 
– General Register Office for Scotland

Coryn Barclay 
– Fife Council

David Hazle

– Glasgow City Council
Sonnda Catto

– NHS Scotland
Apologies: Ian Máté (DG – Justice), Donna Easterlow (DG - Environment), Ian Grant (ISD), Sandra Campbell (DG -Justice), Kirstie Whelan (DG - Education).
 
Welcome and introductions
1. Rob Wishart thanked members for attending and warmly welcomed Leicha Rickards from ONS who was attending in person rather than by audio-link. Janette Purbrick noted the following membership changes since April:

· Mairi MacAskill replaces Stephen Hinchliffe (now left SG) on SHS. 
· Euan Dick has taken over GUS from Sharon Davidson. 
· SSAS sees Kirstie Whelan replace Niamh O’Connor.   
Minutes of last meeting and actions

2. There were no questions about the minutes of the last meeting.

3. SPSCC Paper 07/09 provided a self explanatory update of the outstanding SPSCC action points. 
ONS Integrated Household Survey
4. Leicha Rickards referred to SPSCC Paper 07/10 which contained her detailed, written update on the IHS. The main point was that despite the delays, the IHS was making satisfying progress towards being an integrated survey by April 2009 when the core questions will have been embedded into the component surveys, the case management system would be up and running, the integration of English Housing Survey into the IHS and finally the survey design will have moved from clustered to unclustered. Leicha expected a decision soon on whether the Disability Survey would be incorporated into the Omnibus part of the IHS or be a standalone module with a 2 year option. Leicha hopes that the IHS core questionnaire will remain fixed until Census 2011 when questions that can’t go into the Census, could potentially be housed within the IHS.     

5. David McPhee asked about the Case Management System.

6. Ganka Mueller enquired about coverage of communal establishments which Leicha replied was the subject of a new project. David McPhee mentioned that the LFS team were piloting hotel surveys.
7. Janette asked with the IHS core not anticipating changing, what will happen if the long term disability/condition questions changes as a result of work being done on this question at ONS and within the Scottish Government. Leicha replied that the IHS will keep the question it has in the core currently. 

8. Rob Wishart asked where does Scotland’s harmonisation work fit in with this bigger picture. Janette replied that Scotland’s harmonised core is smaller than the ONS harmonised core and that all our questions are also in the ONS core. The questions themselves are very similar with some minor differences that relate to Scotland. 
9. David McPhee mentioned that the core question development work being done in Scotland was placing increasing importance on harmonisation of outputs and this would be  a major focus for survey harmonisation across Scottish surveys and UK wide.  

10. Julie Ramsay queried when the new SG ethnicity question would be available to which Julie Wilson replied Spring 2008 at the earliest.  Beth MacMaster asked if the Crime Survey could be kept up to date as there may be scope within their fieldwork timetable for the new SG question. The need for effective communication with all the large scale survey managers during the ethnicity timetable was noted. 

Action 07/05 – OCS to keep survey managers updated as to ethnicity question progress.

11. David McPhee stated that there was the possibility of paying for a separate ethnicity boost for the LFS in Scotland.
12. Leicha reported on IHS piloting
· Positive feedback

· Some repetition of questions detected e.g. health questions

· Testing of the position of ‘income’ questions found that placing income near the end of the questionnaire was not only consistent with the LFS flow but meant that there was time to build a rapport and trust with the respondent before income questions were asked.
· The new residency rule had been tested successfully on IHS pilot and dress rehearsal and will be implemented into ONS surveys January 2008 and FRS April 2008.

13. David McPheeraised whether there was a possible handling issue with the new residency rule while Ganka wished to know in what way the testing was successful and whether there were any response issues. Leicha replied that the administration of the question was deemed a success as they knew who they were counting plus there was a tie into the communal establishment work. There was nothing in the pilot to indicate response issues but this would be revisited once implemented.  
14.  Leicha reported that the Sexual Identity question was in the Omnibus survey for more testing. ONS methodologists want to put the question into the identity suite but there is worry that that is too early in the questionnaire with potential to impact on later questions.

15. The question will be asked of a split sample in the GHS in April 2008 to build on the Omnibus survey work and if deemed sound, the question will be rolled out to other ONS surveys.

16. Julie Ramsay asked about the operation of the question. Leicha said the question had only been tested in one person households in a self completion section. She noted that it is time consuming to have to teach respondents to self complete if this is the only self completion question in the survey. It was noted that the use of random showcards, as an alternative to self-completion, can be complicated.  
17. Beth MacMaster wondered if interviewers had indicated how they feel about asking this question. Leicha replied that the interviewers did not view this question any differently from asking about ethnicity, religion etc. Respondents have the option to refuse to answer. 
18. SPSCC members were interested to learn that a Sexual Identity/Orientation question was planned for inclusion in both the Health and Crime surveys in 2008.

19. It was noted that the Equalities team led by Sian Rasdale should be invited to future SPSCC meetings.

Action 07/06 – Give Equalities ASD membership to SPSCC

Scottish Government Survey Updates 
20. SPSCC Paper 07/11 contained useful survey updates. The resulting discussion highlighted the following specific points of interest to the SPSCC:

21. On the back of the SHS income imputation work, Julie Ramsay reminded members that the Office of the Chief Economic Advisor had undertaken income imputation work a few years ago and this should still be on OCES’s G drive.

22. Coryn Barclay mentioned Professor Glen Bramley from Heriot Watt University who had modelled household income data.

23. The Scottish Health Survey will have a fully unclustered sample after four years data collection.

24. David McPhee noted that the LFS would be getting re-weighted back to 1992.

25. Barry Stalker is looking at combining all the victims of crime from old data sets as well as a comparability study of all of the UK’s crime surveys.

26. Gillian Dalrymple reported that the one-off Scottish Environmental Attitudes and Behaviour Survey 2008 would be implementing some of the socio-economic core.

27. Louise Appleton was liaising with Pete Whitehouse in Education to explore what could/couldn’t be done to link the Millennium Cohort Study with education performance data.

28. Barry mentioned briefly that the new UKHLS would use CAPI with a sample of 4000 and was due to start in 2009.

29. Members noted that fieldwork capacity in Scotland was still an issue and that a survey case management system was needed to manage respondent burden. It was noted that Ian Máté had raised this very issue a number of times including at the Survey Managers’ Network which was a discussion forum more than a decision making vehicle. It was noted that ONS have had problems with their case management system and could the SPSCC learn from ONS’s experiences in this regard.

Action 07/07 – OCS to follow up on ONS SCMS as part of new LTS.

30. Glasgow council recently completed a survey of 10,000 households. Members raised that it is important that all survey managers, whether local or national, should know about survey coverage.

Action 07/08 – OCS to follow up geographical coverage of surveys as part of LTS.
31. Ganka Mueller will send information to Janette on various aspects of data access.

GROS: Census and Alternative Sources Update
32. A short verbal update was provided.

Scottish Harmonisation Working Group Update
33. Janette summarised her paper.

Methodology Forum Sub-Group (Survey Harmonisation)
34. Janette summarised her paper.
Long Term Strategy
35. Julie Wilson started off the discussion by acknowledging that due to the Scottish Government’s survey harmonisation work moving forward far more quickly than anticipated and the changing politicital landscape, a new long term strategy was needed to take us to Census 2011 and beyond. Julie wanted to hear peoples’ thoughts today so that OCS could draw up a draft LTS for advance circulation prior to endorsement at the next SPSCC meeting. 

36. Julie stated that the ‘Core and modular’ approach appeared to being working well and was being adopted across key surveys. The progress towards a harmonised set of core questions was excellent and promotion of the core would be essential to its immersion into key surveys. Question Mode was also being considered which ensured ability of the core to be useful across all data sources not just surveys. 

37. Julie mentioned the IHS and the fact that it was a hugely ambitious project which we kept on learning from as it developed.

38. Census Alternatives needed to be included in the LTS. Data linking was becoming increasingly important and likely and the SPSCC should forge a relationship with the UK data sharing group and the Scottish Government cross office group on data sharing.  

Action 07/09 – OCS to link up with UK and Scottish Government data sharing groups.

39. Surveys were becoming increasing important to the indicators and outcomes at National and Local Authority level which meant we needed to address harmonised outputs and dissemination within the LTS.
40. Rob queried whether SPSCC has a role to play as an advisory body to small government surveys and local authority surveys. It was noted that centralised surveys could never fulfil all of a local authoritie’s needs but that as central surveys addressed gaps and overlaps and design issues, local authorities might find it cheaper to buy a boost to a government survey than conduct a standalone survey.  There are real issues around devolved and UK wide surveys so some focus on inter-administration issues is needed by SPSCC.

Action 07/10 – Greater focus needed on local surveys and inter-administration issues
41. Members noted that users could make better use of existing data sources. 

42. Fife council already have a question bank on their website.

43. What are the implications of the new Code of Practice for SPSCC?  

44. Janette mentioned that Ian Máté had suggested building in an omnibus element or module to appropriate large scale surveys. As Scotland doesn’t have an Omnibus survey, people have been guilty of using the SHS as an omnibus survey and it was noted that SHS is not always the most cost effective way of gathering data. Janette felt that Ian’s suggestion had been greeted favourably at the Survey Managers’ Network and that it should be considered within the LTS.  Rob raised that this further highlighted the need to properly address the survey gaps and overlaps that exist in Scotland.
Action 07/11 - OCS to draft new LTS, consult with all interested parties, amend and circulate LTS to SPSCC for endorsement at next SPSCC.

Any other business
45. The proposed Data Access panel was mentioned briefly with SHS, SHCS and SHeS broadly content about the suggested approach while SCJS acknowledged such a concept was ideal for harmonisation of procedure and approach but further discussion was required before SCJS decided if it was suitable.

Date of next meeting

46. Wednesday 15th October 2008, 10-1, Victoria Quay, Conference Room 12
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