
"ACTION POINTS" FROM TRANSPORT & TRAVEL STATISTICS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING ON 16th November 2006   –    as at 16 January 2008
"Action Points" for Scottish Executive (as was)
	Action
	Outcome 

	3.4  Mr Dixon to liaise with data providers to find out which statistics can be broken down by RTP area 
	A paper listing the transport statistics currently available for RTP areas, and seeking views on developments that are needed, was sent to RTPs and T&TSAC members on 28 March 2007.  Six responses were received - see paper T&TSAC (08), which summarises them, describes what SG has done, and seeks views on what else SG might do.

	3.6    SE to review its need for data from ITIS/GPS/camera/etc systems, if appropriate  following the publication of the National Transport Strategy 
	As yet, SG has not needed to review its need for such data.

	3.7   Miss MacAskill to get in touch with SE Web team to assess use of site and enquire about adding a “comments” form.
	· Miss MacAskill obtained the numbers of (external) "hits" on the relevant pages of the Transport Statistics Web site between September and November 2006: for example:

· the "front page" had an average of 28 hits per day;

· the page for Excel versions of the tables from what was then the latest edition of "Scottish Transport Statistics" averaged 8.6 hits per day. 

· A “comments/feedback” link should now be available on every page (towards the foot of the menu down the left hand side), to allow users to give their views easily.

	3.7  Miss MacAskill to investigate size of “STS Update” workbooks, and to consider splitting some of the larger ones
	The four largest workbooks were all 0.5 to 1 MByte in size. They had 157, 122, 82 and 58 hits (respectively) in total between September and November 2006 (which was when one would expect interest in the "STS Update" workbooks to be highest).  SG concluded that, with the increasing availability of broadband, not many users would be likely to have problems downloading such workbooks, and that it would not be worthwhile to split them. 

	3.10 Mr Dixon to investigate the feasibility of Mr Hart’s and Dr Connolly’s requests (for toll bridge traffic counts to continue after the tolls have ceased and for Travel to Work and School to be provided in “Main Transport Trends” broken down by RTP) 
	· Transport Scotland's Scottish Roads Traffic Database has data on traffic volumes from counters in the vicinities of the bridges, but these must be used cautiously because there may have been problems in some months.  Skye bridge tolls were removed in December 2004.  A nearby traffic counter showed (broadly) increases of around 30-35% between 2004 and 2005, and little change between 2005 and 2006.  Erskine bridge tolls were removed at the end of March 2006.  A nearby traffic counter showed increases of around 20-25% thereafter.  SRTDb also has data from counters which are in the vicinity of the Forth and Tay bridges.
· While "Main Transport Trends" could include some figures for RTP areas, its purpose is to show the main trends for Scotland as a whole - so figures/trends for RTP areas are better appearing in other publications.  "Transport across Scotland in 2003 and 2004" gave "travel to work" figures for RTP areas; the next edition was expanded to include "travel to school" and various other figures for RTP areas. 

	3.12 Miss MacAskill to get in touch with SE Web team to assess use of “one-page” summaries 
	Between September and November 2006, the most "popular" High Level Summary page had (on average) 3.4 hits per day; the least popular averaged fewer than 1 hit per day.

	3.16 Mr Dixon to arrange meeting of “freight” sub-group, if appropriate in the light of the Freight Action Plan
	The Freight Action Plan Steering Group has set up a Data Sub-Group, which has considered the need for more detailed freight data for Scotland - see paper T&TSAC (08) 2. 

	3.17 Mr Dixon to consult community transport and NHS ISD colleagues about available data
	Note on information about Community Transport was sent to members on 27th April 2007 

	3.18 Mr Dixon to consider an aviation publication
	There is no evidence of sufficient demand to warrant the production of a publication on Scottish aviation statistics:
· the suggestion was not supported by others at the meeting;
· no-one requested it when suggestions for new publications were sought at the T&TSAC meeting in October 2005, and only one person did so at the meeting in November 2004;

· there was no support for it when the SE / Transport Scotland Transport Analytical Services Steering Board considered Transport Statistics' draft plan for 2007-08

	4.2 Mr Dixon to consult the Progress Indicators sub-group, if appropriate, after the publication of the National Transport Strategy
	Transport analytical and policy colleagues prepared internal proposals in the light of Scotland's National Transport Strategy, which informed (and have been overtaken by) work on indicators and targets for the new administration. 

	4.3 Mr Dixon to revise the Transport SE Statistics Plan in light of the discussion
	Done.  The plan was revised further, in the light of comments by the SE/SG / Transport Scotland Analytical Services Steering Board, and a summary version made available on the Transport Statistics Web site.

	7.1 Mr Dixon to consult Dr Connolly and Mr Halden about priorities within the Travel Diary, if the need arises 
	The need did not arise - there was no requirement to make any "cuts" in the light of the results of the second pilot of the restructured Travel Diary.  The cuts made from June 2007 to reduce the average length of SHS interviews "in the field" did not affect the details that are collected about each journey  

	10.1  Miss MacAskill to contact Scottish Enterprise and those RTPs which have not yet taken up their invitation to be represented on TTSAC
	A Scottish Enterprise representative has now joined the Committee.  However, for a number of reasons, further invitations have yet to be sent to those RTPs which did not take up their original invitation to join the Committee.


"Action Points" for others (i.e. GROS, Transport Scotland, Department for Transport and individual committee members)
	2.12  GROS to consider the point made in the discussion
	

	2.12   Committee members to get in touch with Mr Norwood within a month or so if they wish to discuss matters further
	


	3.6   Mr Gillies to ask Roy Brannen about the ITIS data used to produce the Journey Planner information
	Done. Mr Brannen said that the data for Traffic Scotland's Journey Time Planner (go to:  www.trafficscotland.org  and click on "Journey Time Planner") relate only to Trans European Road Network (TERN) routes. ITIS calculates the normal journey time and expected variance (using data for recent weeks) and the journey time so far for the current day, and displays these on the "Journey Time Planner" web site (which it maintains for Transport Scotland).  The journey time information is purchased only on this "live update" basis: Transport Scotland does not obtain any datasets of historical journey times for TERN routes or for Scotland as a whole.

	5.3 Ms Avery to enquire how bio-fuels are treated in the preparation of the emissions estimates
	Complete. See attached email;
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	7.2   Dr Connolly to raise at the ScotStat Board issues identified by members
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