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OTHER RECENT AND FORTHCOMING DEVELOPMENTS IN SG STATISTICS ABOUT TRANSPORT
1 Introduction    

1.1 This paper informs members of the Committee about recent and forthcoming developments in statistics about some aspects of transport in Scotland, apart from (a) the development of the Scottish Household Survey (SHS) and (b) statistics which are the responsibility of the Department for Transport (DfT), which are covered in other papers.  As the Committee has been set up as part of the Scottish Government (SG) National Statistics consultation arrangements, this paper covers mainly the work of the SG Transport Statistics branch, as its activities are likely to be influenced most by the Committee's advice.  However, other branches within SG and other organisations also have statistics about transport in Scotland, and their representatives may wish to mention developments in their areas.  

1.2 If you require any further information about any of the points covered in this paper, contact Frank Dixon - direct line:  0131 244 7254, or e-mail:  frank.dixon@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

Or, if they prefer, members of the Committee are welcome to raise at the meeting any points which they feel are likely to be of interest to others.   

1.3 Members of the Committee should receive a copy of each of the branch's publications within a few days of it being published.  Please contact the Secretary if you did not receive a copy of any of the publications mentioned in Section 2.  

2 Developments since the previous T&TSAC meeting   (16th November 2006)      

2.1 The branch consists of four people (a Statistician, an Assistant Statistician, an Executive Officer and an Administrative Officer).  Its performance during the past year was affected by the Assistant Statistician post being vacant between the start of September 2007 (when Mairi MacAskill was promoted to the SHS Project Manager post) and the start of January 2008 (when her successor, Julie Goodlet-Rowley, arrived).  As a result, progress in a few areas was much slower than we would have wished.           

2.2 "Road Accidents Scotland 2005" was published on 24 November 2006.  The main improvements were the inclusion of new sections on Contributory Factors and comparisons of police and other road casualty figures, plus a total of 16 new tables and charts on (e.g.) the first year's Contributory Factor results, and the likely ranges of year-to-year variation in some casualty numbers for Scotland as a whole and some casualty rates for individual local authority areas.  We also made available on the Web updated versions of the extra road accident statistics tables.

2.3 "Scottish Transport Statistics no. 25 / 2006 edition" was published on 18 December 2006.  Improvements included the addition of nine time-series tables of SHS results and 3 tables on emissions.  To mark the 25th edition, it contained a selection of solicited testimonials from representatives of a range of users - we are grateful to all of those who contributed to this.  It was accompanied by the "Key Transport Statistics" card.

2.4 We subsequently made available, on the Web site, updated versions of some of the tables from "Scottish Transport Statistics" (STS), in cases where a further year's data became available - for example, we made updated "international comparisons" tables available in the Spring.  The relevant "one page summaries" were updated as and when appropriate.  

2.5 "Travel by Scottish residents in 2004 and 2005" was published on 22 January 2007.  It is a biennial bulletin, giving some Scottish results from DfT's GB-wide National Travel Survey. The main improvement was the addition of seven new tables.

2.6 "Bus and Coach Statistics 2005-2006" was published on 19 March 2007.  It is a biennial bulletin, giving Scottish results from DfT's GB-wide survey of Public Service Vehicle Operators plus the results of some of the SHS's bus-related questions.  Improvements included five new tables, the expansion of some of the existing tables, the inclusion of some figures for Regional Transport Partnership (RTP) areas, and a new section giving some results from DfT's Bus Punctuality Survey. 
2.7 "Key 2006 Road Accident Statistics" was published on 12 June 2007.  As its purpose is to make the (provisional) figures for the year available quickly, it was not expanded any further.

2.8 "Key Scottish Environment Statistics 2007" was published in August 2007. The main points related to transport were as follows:
· The volume of traffic on all roads has increased by 25% since 1993 with cars accounting for nearly 80% of road traffic.
· Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions fell by 16.7% between 1990 and 2004. 

· Net emissions of CO2 fell by 1.9 million tonnes from 1990 levels.
· In 2004 transport was responsible for 22% of all greenhouse gas emissions. 

· The main outdoor source of carbon monoxide is currently road transport, in particular petrol-fuelled vehicles, which in 2005 accounted for 47% of UK emissions. Between 1990 and 2005 UK emissions of CO from road transport have fallen by 79% a decline mainly attributed to the installation of catalytic converters in vehicles. Air Quality Strategy objectives for carbon monoxide were met at all seven automatic monitoring sites in 2006, there have been no instances of the limit being exceeded since 1992.

· In ground level ozone the most important man-made precursors are nitrogen oxides and volatile organics compounds (VOCs) produced by road transport, industrial processes and solvent use. Air Quality Strategy objectives for ground level ozone were not met at two of the three rural monitoring sites in 2006. 

· The greatest source of PM10  is combustion. In particular, road transport accounted for around 23% of UK emissions of  PM10  in 2005. Stage 1 of the Air Quality Strategy objectives for  PM10 was met at all of the automatic monitoring sites in Scotland except Glasgow Kerbside in 2006. 

· In 2005 road transport accounted for 34% of all UK NOx emissions; this contribution is greatly increased in urban areas. In 2006 the Air Quality Strategy objective (1) was met at all but two (Glasgow City Chambers and Glasgow Kerbside) of the automatic monitoring sites in Scotland whilst objective (2) was met at all automatic monitoring sites.
For more information on environment statistics please look at the website Scottish Environment Statistics Online http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Environment/seso which is updated regularly, or email envstats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.

2.9 "Main Transport Trends", was published on 20 August 2007, accompanied by another edition of the "Key Transport Statistics" card.  One table was added to it.  At the same time, updated versions of many of the tables from the previous year's edition of STS were made available on the Web site, in order to provide the figures which would have appeared had STS been published in August.  

2.10 In October 2007, more updated versions of STS  tables were made available on the Web site, following the publication by DfT in September of local bus passenger numbers for 2006-07.  The relevant "one page summaries" were updated using the new figures.  

2.11 Household Transport in 2006: some Scottish Household Survey results was published on 15 October 2007.  It had three new time-series tables; in addition, our policy of "rotating" its topics meant that it included analyses on many topics that were not in the previous edition.         

2.12 We provided further SHS Transport-related results in short articles for the quarterly Scottish Transport Review.   The "December 2007" article provided the first results from new questions on Travel to Health, which were added to the survey at the start of 2007.   

2.13 The Liaison Group on Road Accident Statistics (LGRAS) met on 27 November 2007, and discussed (e.g.) the quality of the Contributory Factor data, possible further improvements to "Road Accidents Scotland" , comparisons of Police and other road casualty figures, developments in the technology used to collect data about accidents, the possible inclusion of road accident and/or casualty figures in Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics, and the forthcoming  Review of road accident statistics.   

2.14 "Road Accidents Scotland 2006" was published on 26 November 2007.  Improvements included the use of new (to Transport Statistics) software to produce some of the tables in a way which should save staff time in the long-term, the expansion of the article comparing police and other road casualty figures to include tables, and a new annex on Parliamentary Questions.  We also made available on the Web updated versions of the extra road accident statistics tables.

2.15 Transport across Scotland in 2005 and 2006: some SHS results for parts of Scotland was published on 7 December 2007.  It is a biennial bulletin. The main improvements were the addition of 4 new tables, and the expansion of several tables to give figures for RTP areas, so that there are now figures for RTPs on all the topics covered by the bulletin.   

2.16 "Scottish Transport Statistics no. 26 / 2007 edition" was published on 18 December 2007.  Improvements included the addition of four new tables.  It was accompanied by another edition of the "Key Transport Statistics" card.

2.17    Transport research reports that have been published by the Scottish Government since October 2006 are listed in Annex A.  These can be accessed through the following link: www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Research/Research/17692/SocialResearchPubs/Transport    .   

2.18 The Transport Research Programme is now operating on a rolling basis with new projects announced when they are to be commissioned.  Details of a project, with an invitation to contractors to submit expression of interest, are posted on the Scottish Government Social Research website and in OJEU, in the case of larger projects.  The website link is:          http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Research/Research     .   

3 Forthcoming developments  (covering the period until March 2009)     

3.1 This section describes the branch's current plans, which are, of course, subject to revision in the light of developments and the advice of the Committee.  

3.2 "Scottish Household Survey Travel Diary results for 2005 and 2006" will be published in April 2008.  A biennial bulletin, it was originally scheduled to appear in February, but was delayed by the 4 month Assistant Statistician vacancy.    

3.3 "Key 2007 Road Accident Statistics" will be published in June 2008.  As its purpose is to make the (provisional) figures for the year available quickly, it is unlikely to expand.

3.4 During the year, we expect to be involved heavily in the Review of road accident statistics - (e.g.) contributing to the GB-level Project Board and working groups, handling the consultation with Scottish users and providers of the statistics, and summarising their suggestions for discussion by LGRAS.

3.5 We will also contribute to the development of any further Transport indicators and/or targets, and of the Freight statistics, as may be required, and liaise with the Office of the Chief Statistician to make some statistics for RTP areas available from the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics system.       

3.6 "Main Transport Trends", will be published in August 2008, accompanied by another edition of the "Key Transport Statistics" card.  At the same time, updated versions of almost all the tables from STS will be made available on the Web site, in order to provide the figures which would have appeared had STS been published in August.  During Autumn 2008, more updated versions of STS tables will be made available on the Web site, and the relevant "one page summaries" updated, following new figures becoming available.  

3.7 "Household Transport in 2007: some Scottish Household Survey results" will be published in October 2008.  It is likely to include many new tables giving the first year's results of new questions added to the survey at the start of 2007 (e.g. various aspects of travel to work, travel to health services, congestion, other problems faced by drivers, experience of criminal/anti-social behaviour on public transport, etc etc etc).            

3.8 We will also provide further SHS Transport-related results in short articles for the quarterly Scottish Transport Review.   
3.9 "Road Accidents Scotland 2007" will be published in November 2008.  We will also make available on the Web updated versions of the extra road accident statistics tables.

3.10 "Scottish Transport Statistics no. 27 / 2008 edition" will be published in December 2008,   accompanied by another edition of the "Key Transport Statistics" card.  We will subsequently make available, on the Web site, updated versions of some of the tables from STS, in cases where a further year's data become available - for example, we expect to make available updated "international comparisons" tables available in the Spring.  The relevant "one page summaries" will be updated as and when appropriate.  

3.11 LGRAS is expected to meet around the end of 2008, to discuss (e.g.) the suggestions that will, by then, have been made in the Review of road accident statistics, and possible further improvements to SG's road accident statistics outputs.   

3.12 "Travel by Scottish residents in 2006 and 2007" will be published in January 2009.   

3.13 "Bus and Coach Statistics 2007-2008" will be published in March 2009.  It may contain the first full year's results of some new SHS bus-related questions (e.g. about non-users' views on some aspects of bus services) that were added to the survey at the start of 2007. 
3.14 We hope that our computer colleagues will develop our new road accident statistics system to link better with GIS facilities, and hence with certain types of geographically-based information, such as the Index of Multiple Deprivation and the urban/rural classification.  
ANNEX A : 

RECENT TRANSPORT RESEARCH REPORTS

Research reports published since October 2006 are listed below. They are available from the Scottish Government Social Research website www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Research/Research/17692/SocialResearchPubs/Transport
	Title
	Evaluation of the National Network of Child Pedestrian Training Pilot Projects in Scotland

	Publication date
	January 2008

	Contractor
	Centre for Child and Adolescent Health, University of the West of England

	Purpose of research
	To examine the field trial in 12 local authorities in Scotland of a practical child pedestrian skills training programme (Kerbcraft), which was part of a national network of pilot schemes, set within 64 local authorities in England and 12 in Scotland.  To identify the most effective ways of establishing and sustaining practical child pedestrian training schemes at local level.

	Main findings
	Analysis of pilots in Scotland found no signifcant differences from the results of the overall GB evaluation.  That found strong statistical evidence of positive impact of training in all three skills covered; costs of training ranged from £28 to £99 per child; identified factors for success and circumstances of less succussful pilots; both schools and authorities recognised the positive impact of the scheme and most are keen to continue with it; securing funding to continue training after the national pilot has presented a challenge; those that are continuing were operating in a modified format.


	Title
	Tackling the Abuse of Off-Street Parking for People With Disabilities in Scotland

	Publication date
	September 2007

	Contractor
	Transport & Travel Research Ltd

	Purpose of research
	To examine the reasons underlying the abuse of parking bays reserved for use by disabled people in off-street car parks in Scotland, to build profiles of the behaviours and characteristics of people who abuse parking spaces and to investigate measures to combat the problem. 

	Main findings
	A number of measures to tackle the abuse of reserved bays (including signage, barriers, car park charges, patrols and wardens, and issuing fines to offenders) were reviewed. The findings suggest that there is no single method which is appropriate and effective in all situations, but that monitoring and enforcement are essential to prevent inappropriate parking. A Good Practice Guide was developed offering advice to providers of off-street and private car parks.


	Title
	Home Zones in Scotland: Evaluation Report

	Publication date
	August 2007

	Contractor
	Land Use Consultants, Faber Maunsell, Small Town and Rural Development Group and the University of Edinburgh

	Purpose of research
	To monitor and evaluate the development and outcomes of four Home Zones in Scotland (residential areas where drivers are made to feel they are guests in an environment designed for people to walk and play). The evaluation included a series of before and after surveys using measures such as traffic flow, speed, pollution, noise, travel patterns, parking, drivers' and residents' views and activities. 

	Main findings
	For the Home Zones (HZ) evaluated some of the principal benefits relate to community involvement and empowerment. There were comparatively minor changes in vehicle speeds or volumes, although this was partly a reflection of the location of the pilots, and only limited evidence of increased use of outdoor spaces.  Funding is a key issue, largely due to the significant sums involved in implementing HZ projects and the difficulty in synchronising development with council and external funding sources.  The report provides conclusions on all aspects of HZ planning and implementation and comprises a useful resource for all involved in HZ projects.


	Title
	International Comparisons of Rail Networks and Policy Lessons for Scotland

	Publication date
	July 2007

	Contractor
	Steer Davies Gleave

	Purpose of research
	To reflect on the policy and management framework governing the rail network and to examine whether there are any lessons to be learned by comparison with other rail networks in Europe and further afield. The study examined and compared the structure, ownership, control, planning, funding, operation and regulation of railways in Ireland, Northern Ireland, Hamburg/Schleswig-Holstein, Denmark, Sweden and New Zealand with those in Scotland. 

	Main findings
	The findings revealed areas where experience in the different networks is driving them to adopt similar approaches, but other areas where a variety of different approaches appear to work successfully. Some rail freight services can operate commercially, but few passenger services can, and there is little scope for competition between them in the market. Estimates suggest that the average proportion of passenger train operating costs recovered from fares varies from 40% to 70%. No consensus has emerged for or against any particular regulatory structure. 


	Title
	Investigation of Travel Behaviour of Visitors to Scotland

	Publication date
	May 2007

	Contractor
	University of Strathclyde, Derek Halden Consultancy Ltd and the Moffat Centre, Glasgow Caledonian University

	Purpose of research
	To provide an overview of existing sources of data on the use of transport by those visiting Scotland for leisure, recreation and business purposes.

	Main findings
	Data on number of visitors and mode of arrival to Scotland is provided within a number of national datasets, but information on how visitors travel around Scotland is piecemeal. Little information exists on visitors' perceptions of transport in Scotland and how it affects their experience of Scotland as a business or leisure destination. There are few transport policy instruments targeted specifically at visitors 


	Title
	Evaluation of Foolsspeed Campaign

	Publication date
	March 2007

	Contractor
	Institute for Social Marketing, University of Stirling and The Open University

	Purpose of research
	To qualitatively evaluate the final advertisement (‘Doppelganger’) in the Foolsspeed road safety campaign, and to examine reactions to the campaign as a whole.

	Main findings
	Respondents were able to recall all four Foolsspeed advertisements and to describe them in some detail. Respondents generally found the scenarios depicted convincing, and could engage, to varying degrees, with the behaviours and characters portrayed. The findings suggest there is merit, in future road safety campaigns, in focusing on everyday driving behaviours in recognisable Scottish locations. However, it is important that advertisements also contain an element of drama and emotional engagement.


	Title
	Costs Of Congestion: Literature Based Review Of Methodologies And Analytical Approaches

	Publication date
	January 2007

	Contractor
	Institute for Transport Studies, University of Leeds

	Purpose of research
	To conduct an international literature review on the costs of road traffic congestion, with a focus on definitions and methods for measuring congestion and the costs of congestion.

	Main findings
	The term congestion is widely used, but not always formally defined. The two fundamental approaches to interpreting congestion are a traffic engineering perspective and an economic view. Approaches to measuring congestion include: travel time or speed based measures, volume based measures, area based measures and summary indices. Simpler measures are more commonly applied than relatively complex measures. Three economic terms can be used to measure the costs of congestion: the marginal external cost of congestion, the total cost of congestion and the excess burden of congestion. The review also discusses the link between economic growth and congestion (and the potential for 'decoupling').


	Title
	National Transport Strategy: Analysis of Written Consultation

	Publication date
	December 2006

	Contractor
	The Research Shop

	Purpose of research
	To summarise the analysis of over 300 responses received from individuals and organisations to the written consultation on Scotland's National Transport Strategy, which ran between 20 April 2006 and 13 July 2006. 

	Main findings
	There was much support for the draft vision, aims and high level objectives of a future National Transport Strategy. Opinions on specific topics varied. It was recommended that a robust evaluation framework should accompany the implementation of the National Transport Strategy, which should be reviewed on a 4-yearly cycle.


	Title
	National Transport Strategy: User Consultation

	Publication date
	December 2006

	Contractor
	George Street Research

	Purpose of research
	To gather the views of transport users within "hard to reach" audiences who were less likely to respond to the main consultation document on Scotland's National Transport Strategy .

	Main findings
	Different groups tended to have relatively similar points of view, with different opinions based primarily on their immediate experiences and perceptions. While the overall objectives of the strategy were welcomed, many respondents found it difficult to think in strategic terms and felt the consultation document was aimed at stakeholders rather than the general public. 


	Title
	SQUIRE Priorities for Reporting

	Publication date
	November 2006

	Contractor
	Faber Maunsell

	Purpose of research
	The Service Quality Regime (SQUIRE) Process assesses and reports on the quality of a range of First ScotRail station and train assets and services. There are 39 asset/service categories and this research sought to determine which of these are of particular importance and interest to First ScotRail passengers and station users.

	Main findings
	Identified the top five station and train Service Quality Regime (SQUIRE) priorities that First ScotRail passengers would like to see reported on regularly


	Title
	Joined Up Policy and Practice in Health and Transport 

	Publication date
	November 2006

	Contractor
	SDG

	Purpose of research
	Explores the growing links between transport and health at policy and practice levels, to learn from what has already been achieved in this field in Scotland and elsewhere. The work focuses on transport's links with improvements to public health, and not on access to healthcare facilities.

	Main findings
	Recommendations made on how joined up working can be promoted further in the future.
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