Transport and Travel Statistics Advisory Committee                               T&TSAC (08) 7
DEVELOPMENTS IN DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT STATISTICS
Summary
1. Below is an update from the three Statistics Divisions in the Department for Transport.

Compendia Publications
2. Transport Statistics Great Britain 2007 was published on 1 November, Transport Trends 2007 was published on 6 December and Regional Transport Statistics 2007 was published on 13 December.  We would like to thank all our colleagues who assisted in supplying data for these publications. The respective weblinks are:

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/tsgb/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trends/
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/regionaldata/rts/
Statistics: Roads (SR)

Urban Congestion Monitoring
3. The difficulties with making comparisons over time with the journey time data have almost been resolved. These problems arose because the vehicle fleet that generates the data has changed over time, and these changes have a large effect on trends. DfT will report on our findings in the Autumn Performance Report.

4. Local authorities in the 10 largest urban areas have now completed the 2006-07 round of surveys to inform the reporting of the urban congestion PSA target. When probe vehicle data for these months is available, DfT will publish an update of progress towards the target at: 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/about/how/psa/spendingreview2004psatargets2
Traffic Statistics

5. Work continues to take forward the recommendations made in the Quality Review of road traffic and road length statistics, by a small project board to implement recommended improvements in four key areas:
· The production of quality measures of the traffic estimates.
· Investigating the potential for new technology - trials have been undertaken comparing different methods of traffic collection methods: manual, automatic and video counts. 
· Improved methodology for traffic estimates on minor roads - it is planned to undertake a benchmark survey of minor roads from 2008, enabling more robust estimates of minor road traffic, including at Local Authority level.
· Making use of external data sources (e.g. Highways Agency and Local Authorities).

6. The project board meet monthly to discuss the progress of the four work streams and consider what other improvements in data collection can be made.

7. Matrix website

Work is progressing with the development of the Matrix website, for Great Britain's traffic data, in three key areas:

· The public website has been updated with the latest Ordnance Survey mapping products and the 2006 Annual Average Daily Flow and traffic data.
· The password-protected extranet area of the website, for use by DfT contractors, has had further enhancements deployed.
· In accordance with the Transformational Government Agenda the original URLs (which will still work) now re-direct the user to the following URLs which should be used in future:
(i) www.dft-matrix.net has been replaced with www.dft.gov.uk/matrix/
(ii) www.odsdatabank.com has been replaced with www.dft.gov.uk/odsdatabank/
Road casualty statistics

8. The final figures for 2006 were first published in Main Results: 2006 on Thursday 28 June 2007. A more comprehensive analysis of casualty statistics was published at the end of September in Road Casualties Great Britain: 2006 and is available at: 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/
9. The Department is funding a project to enable road accident details to be captured electronically by police officers. The system will be suitable for mobile working at the scene of an accident, rather than having to fill in paper forms.  This should improve the quality of the data used to monitor casualty rates while reducing the form filling burden on the police. From 1 April the project transferred to the new National Policing Improvement Agency (NPIA) and a new project team is now driving forward the programme of work.
10. The high standards that are achieved in the complex devolved STATS19 reporting system reflect the efforts of local authorities and police forces to report to the standard national requirement. However while very few, if any, fatal accidents do not become known to the police, earlier research conducted on behalf of the Department has shown that a significant proportion of non-fatal injury accidents are not reported to the police. The Department is undertaking further research to investigate whether the levels of reporting have changed. Work has started on a project in conjunction with the Office for National Statistics (ONS) to match STATS19 records, with individual hospital admissions records, known as 'Hospital Episodes Statistics' (HES), in order to give a further insight into trends in road casualties.
Statistics, Logistics, Aviation and Maritime (SLAM)

Maritime Statistics

11. Maritime Statistics 2006 was published electronically on the DfT web site on 4 October at: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/compendium/ 

12. Excel versions of the tables are also available on the web site. This annual compendium gives details of freight and passenger traffic at UK ports, together with information on UK registered or owned shipping fleets, and the world fleet. 
13. The National Statistics Quality Review of the maritime freight and passenger statistics system has been completed, and will be published in due course when it has been approved by the National Statistician. 

Road freight statistics

14. Road Freight Statistics 2006 was published on 27 September 2007, covering the activities of UK-registered goods vehicles, and foreign vehicle activity in the UK.
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/freight/goodsbyroad/roadfreightstatistics2006
15. The availability of new sources of data have raised questions about the robustness of previous published estimates, so the provisional Quarter 3 2007 Roads Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe update was not published as announced on 29 November.  We intend to publish the Q3 and Q4 data when Q1 2008 data are released, currently scheduled for 22 May 2008. We shall also be consulting stakeholders, in due course, about the continued need for in-year estimates for this series. 
Environment statistics
16. Statistics on ‘energy and the environment’ are available in chapter 3 of Transport Statistics Great Britain 2007.  Statistics, charts and commentary on ‘health and the environment’ are published in chapter 8 of Transport Trends: 2007 Edition which was published on 6 December 2007. 

17. Estimates of CO2 emissions for local authority (NUTS4) and Government Office Region (NUTS1) areas for 2005 were published by Defra on 20 November 2007. 
 http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/statistics/globatmos/galocalghg.htm
18. BERR publish estimates of local authority and Government Office Region road transport consumption. The data set can be found at:  
http://www.dti.gov.uk/energy/statistics/regional/road-transport/page36199.html 
19. A useful guidance note to assist data users to interpret the BERR sub national energy consumption data is available on BERR’s website at: 
http://www.berr.gov.uk/files/file11954.pdf
Aviation statistics
20. The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) collects and publishes a range of statistics about the UK aviation industry.  Data are available for all UK airports, e.g. air transport movements, passenger numbers, freight-tonnes, etc.  All the airport statistics can be found at: 

http://www.caa.co.uk/default.aspx?catid=80
21. 
CAA also conducts a departing passenger survey at selected UK airports each year.  The surveys include questions on journey purpose, final and intermediate surface origins/destinations, means of transport to and from airports, route flown, country of residence and income.  The survey reports can be found at: 

http://www.caa.co.uk/default.aspx?catid=81&pagetype=90&pageid=7640
Statistics Travel (ST)

Bus and Light Rail data

22. Final estimates of bus and light rail passenger journeys for the year 2006/07 were published in the annual Public Transport Statistics bulletin on 6 September. This showed how passenger demand has risen following the introduction of free concessionary fares in England on 1 April 2006. In particular, there was little change over the year in the Passenger Transport Executive (PTE) areas (all of which already had either free or low, flat fare schemes) but a 5% rise in the non-PTE areas (most of which had only half-fare schemes). For further details see:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/162259/162469/221412/221535/224237/271898/publictransportstatistics07.pdf
23. Data for 2007 Q3 was published on 20 December. The weblink for 2007 Q2 is given below.  
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/buslightrail/buslightrail200708/buslightq207

This paper was drafted before the weblink for 2007 Q3 was available, but it should be:

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/buslightrail/buslightrail200708/buslightq307
24. As in the previous two years, local authorities (LAs) kindly supplied breakdowns by operator for their BVPI102 estimates to DfT. This was partly to produce the best DfT estimates and partly to ensure that local authority estimates were compatible with those produced internally by DfT. The reconciliation between the two sets of data was better than in the past, partly because in many instances, both DfT and LAs are including similar allowances for driver under-recording. Advice on this was provided at:

http://clip.local.gov.uk/lgv/core/page.do?pageId=36650
25. The 2007 Supplementary Edition of the Public Transport Statistics Bulletin was published on 22 November. It contains details of the income and expenditure of bus operators, as well as details of bus support, concessionary fare reimbursement and other elements of support for the bus industry, see
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/
Public Transport Statistics Data Collection

26. This year, local authorities were asked to provide details of taxi licensing and blue badge (disabled parking) arrangements for 2006/07. Summary results were published in the Annual Bulletin and further details were published on the DfT website in October.

Bus Mystery Traveller 

27. A new survey has been commissioned, monitoring on-bus conditions by the use of a 'Mystery Traveller'. This has now been carried out since the start of 2006/07 by GfK Ltd. on behalf of the Department. It is based upon a similar survey that was already in place in London, commissioned by TfL. Some results from the survey were published in the September bulletin. Further analyses were published in the Supplementary Bulletin.

Bus Punctuality Monitoring

28. A second national bus punctuality survey was carried out in May and June 2007. We are now collecting some comparable data from bus operators’ own electronic/GPS systems. The results will be published in the early 2008.

29. Local authorities were expected to carry out bus punctuality monitoring in their area as part of the new LTP mandatory indicator on this subject. Comprehensive advice to local authorities was posted on the CLIP website on 1 March 2006.

National Travel Survey
30. 2006 results: Results from the 2006 survey were published on 30th August in 'National Travel Survey: 2006'. This publication is available on the Department's website at:

 www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/personaltravel
31. NTS factsheets: A second batch of three personal travel factsheets was published on the DfT website on 12th July. These cover Travel to work; Travel to the shops and Travel in urban and rural areas. These complement the ones on Walking, Cycling and Health-related travel difficulties which were published in January. 
32. Changes to the questionnaire for 2008 are currently being finalised. No major changes to the questionnaire are planned although we are currently piloting three new questions on address (including postcode) of usual place of work; types of roads used for journey to work and whether anyone in the household holds a blue badge. 
33. Changes to the travel diary in 2008: It is likely that we will stop collecting the postcode of trip origins and destinations on the seventh day of the travel record. (NTS respondents are asked to record details of their trips over a seven day period. For the first six days, they are asked to record the 'village, town or area' where they start and finish each trip. On the seventh day they are currently asked to record the full address including postcode of each origin and destination, placing an additional burden on respondents.)
Local Authority Accessibility Planning

34. Plans are being made to set up annual calculation of the Core accessibility indicators in support of the two accessibility-related LAA indicators (223; Access to services and facilities by individuals – By Public Transport, walking and cycling and 334; Proportion of people of working age with access to employment by public transport). 2007 Accessibility Indicators are provisionally expected to be released in summer 2008 and data for London will be included for the first time.

Concessionary Fares
35. The consultation on the Local Authority special grant funding for the 2008 national bus concession in England was opened on the 28 September and closed 23 November. Details and documents are available online at: 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/closed/consulnattravelconcess08/
LTP Monitoring and Indicators
36. The LTP delivery report consultation, 'Local Transport Planning: The Next Steps' was opened 26 July and closed 19 October. Details and documents are available online at: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/closed/localtransportplanning/
The responses are being compiled and conclusions will be published soon. 

37. The data from the 2006/07 LTP indicator additional data pro forma has been received from all areas and data sheets for each region have been dispatched to GORs.
38. The headline definitions for the 198 new Local Area Agreement indicators has now been published. A short consultation on the technical definitions of the indicators was launched in November on the Communities and Local Government website and closed in December. 

The 10 transport indicators are:

1. Children killed or seriously injured in road traffic accidents.
2. Congestion - Journey time per mile during the morning peak.

3. Access to services and facilities by individuals - by public transport, walking and cycling.
4. Bus patronage – Number of local bus passenger journeys originating in the authority area.

5. Percentage of non-frequent bus services running on time

6. Proportion of principle roads where maintenance should be considered.

7. Proportion of non-principle roads where maintenance should be considered.

8. Mode share of travel to school.
9. Number of people killed or seriously injured in road traffic accidents.
10. Proportion of people of working age with access to employment by public transport.

National Travel Survey Gazetteer

39. The National Travel Survey Gazetteer of postcodes for shopping centres and other desirable locations is now available. A licence agreement has been established to allow data distribution provided it is used for internal business purposes. If you have any queries or want a copy of the Gazetteer please contact from Darren Williams (Darren.williams@dft.gsi.gov.uk).

ONS Small Area Geography consultation 

40. The National Statistics Consultation on Small Area Geographies (for England and Wales) ran from 15 November 2006 to 21 February 2007. It aimed to inform thinking on the future policy on the use of small area geographies for National Statistics – and specifically the way forward on the use of Output Areas (OAs) and Super Output Areas (SOAs). 

41. 
The report includes results and analysis of the consultation including a clear statement of the current thinking on the approach to geography to be used for the 2011 Census and is now available online at: 
http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/consultations/Small_Area_Geography_Policy.asp 

Reorganisation

42. Drew Hird has moved divisions to take over the manual traffic counts branch, replacing John Garnsworthy who moved on secondment to TfL in November. Ben Coleman has taken over vehicle licensing statistics, whilst road maintenance statistics have moved into Richard Campbell's branch.
 Attitude to Transport Issues

43. The Department has continued to make use of the ONS and NatCen Omnibus surveys to inform the development of specific policies, to enhance our understanding of travel patterns, and to test questions prior to inclusion in the National Travel Survey (NTS).  Recent topics investigated using the Omnibus includes; attitudes towards bus and train services, attitudes towards air travel and experiences of road accidents. The survey will be used to assess awareness, and take up, of the new national concessionary bus fares to be introduced from April 2008. The survey is also being used to track attitudes towards congestion/road pricing and climate change (the latest results are forthcoming. Published reports are available at:
 http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/att/
44. Trends in attitudes to transport issues also continue to be monitored using the British Attitudes Survey (BSAS).  As a result of the ongoing internal review of the use of attitude statistics by the Department, use of the BSAS has been expanded, with the Department's questions being asked of the full sample of 3,300 adults from 2006. Results from the survey on public attitudes to car use and the environment will be published at: 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/

45. The Department has also commissioned a study to explore the feasibility of undertaking follow-up attitude surveys with NTS respondents. The report of the feasibility study was published in December 2006. 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/personal/methodology/
Vehicle Statistics
 

46. Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion 2007 will be published in February 2008, providing the latest estimates of the number of unlicensed vehicles in use on UK roads and the associated revenue loss through non payment of vehicle excise duty.

 

47. Vehicle Licensing Statistics 2007 has a provision publication date of May 2008. This annual statistical bulletin will provide a variety of statistics detailing the number of licensed vehicles in Great Britain as at the end of 2007

Forthcoming Transport Statistics Publications 

Dec 2007 (not mentioned above)
6 Dec 

 Road Casualties English Local Authority Tables: 2006
An annual bulletin (internet only)
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtieslatables/roadcasualtieslocal06

13 Dec
The Compendium of Motorcycling Statistics 2007 Edition
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/motorcycling/

January 2008

None at present
February 2008
7 Feb   
Road Casualties in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates: Q3 2007

A quarterly bulletin (internet only, includes some Q2 tables).
 

7 Feb   
Traffic in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q4 2007

A quarterly bulletin (internet only).
 

FebP  

Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion: 2007

An annual bulletin.

March 2008

13 Mar 
Bus and Light Statistics Oct-Dec 2007 (Q4)
A quarterly bulletin (internet only
27 Mar 
Sea Passengers Statistics 2007
An Annual bulletin (internet only)

27 Mar 
Statistical Release on Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2007

An annual statistical release

Key: 
P indicates a provisional date.
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