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SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT TRANSPORT STATISTICS  
1 Introduction    

1.1 Previous papers sought views on statistics for Regional Transport Partnership areas, freight statistics and Scottish Transport Statistics (STS).  The paper on T&TSAC-related ScotStat news mentioned the Scottish Government (SG) Statistics Stakeholder Conference, and points that were made in its workshops, which tended to relate to SG statistics generally.  The purpose of this paper is to ask whether any of these are felt to apply to SG Transport statistics, and for suggestions for possible improvements to SG Transport statistics which were not covered by the previous discussions.  

1.2 Committee Members’ views are sought on:

· points made at the Stakeholder Conference workshops - a summary of which is available via:  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat/StatsCon2007  - the link to the "workshop questions and answers" document is the third from the foot of the page.  Are there points here which members feel apply to SG Transport statistics?
· possible improvements to publications other than STS (section 2);

· whether there is a need for any new publications, or new formats for publications (section 3);

· possible improvements to the Transport Statistics web site (section 4);

· other possible outputs (section 5).

2 Possible improvements to publications other than Scottish Transport Statistics    

2.1 SG continues to improve its other publications, as and when appropriate. For example, SG will develop the publications containing Scottish Household Survey (SHS) results, in order to include some results of new questions that were added to the survey in 2007.  What other improvements would Members of the Committee like made to Transport Statistics publications?
2.2 There are other SG and Transport Scotland publications which include statistics about aspects of Transport in Scotland, for which the Transport Statistics branch is not directly responsible, such as Transport Scotland's "congestion monitoring" reports and various SHS publications (the branch contributes to decisions on the content of SHS publications, without having "editorial control" over them). If Members of the Committee wish to suggest improvements to such publications, the Transport Statistics branch will be happy to pass their comments on to, or put them in touch with, the appropriate people within SG or Transport Scotland.  

3 Possible new publications    

3.1 At previous meetings, Members of the Committee have been asked if there was a need for new publications, and (if so) what topics should they cover.  For ease of reference, some of the material which appeared in last year's paper appears below, with some points from previous discussions.  Clearly, there is no point in the Committee going over the same ground again - on the other hand, there may be other points that Members of the Committee would wish to make this year.
3.2 One possibility for developing a new publication would be to take the material from one of the chapters of STS, and use it as a starting-point for a separate publication on that topic.  Depending upon the availability of additional data on that topic, such a publication could also include a lot of extra material (e.g. Bus and Coach Statistics covers much more than the "bus and coach" chapter of STS).  If a new publication were created in that way, one might well "prune" the corresponding chapter of STS, to reduce duplication.  "Aviation" and "maritime statistics" were suggested by one or two members, but (to date) the level of interest in new publications has not seemed to be high enough to warrant their development, particularly given other demands on the time of the branch.     

3.3 Is there a need for new publications which are not based on STS topics (which generally reflect modes of transport and/or sources of data)?  For example, the Department for Transport (DfT) has a series of "Focus on …" publications on (e.g.) "personal travel", "public transport", "roads", "freight" and "ports". Each brings together figures from a range of sources (e.g. Focus on Personal Travel contains many National Travel Survey results, plus some statistics on personal travel from other sources).  Such publications do not appear annually and, by their nature, may not provide up-to-date figures: their purpose is to provide a "broad overview" of the statistics on a particular topic. The possibility of a "Freight" publication was covered by a previous paper.
3.4 Should there be publications prepared by academic and/or industry experts? For example, a "general Transport statistics" bulletin could include a commentary, by a named external expert, drawing on information from various sources and include the author's assessment of what lay behind the trends (e.g. why the lengths of shopping trips have grown), and their implications.  The timescale within which the figures for Main Transport Trends are gathered, and the rules governing the release of National Statistics, make it unlikely that an external author could receive all of the figures for such a publication sufficiently early to enable the commentary to be produced in time to be published on the same day as Main Transport Trends. (This would be less of a problem in the case of STS, because the figures which are in the STS tables should all be in the public domain well before the printed version is published in December.)  However, some members noted that the selection of points would be subjective, and emphasised the need to distinguish between the data and the interpretation.               

3.5 Members of the Committee were also asked for views on the formats / styles which might be used for new publications.  DfT's "Focus on …" publications have what may be considered a more "user-friendly" format than "traditional" statistical publications: a "coffee-table" style, with a mixture of text, small tables and small charts.  They also use colour and graphics, but that is not essential: one could produce them in the same efficient and economical way as our current publications (i.e. in black-and-white, using Word and Excel), although they might then have less "visual impact".  In previous discussions, members have appeared content, in general, with the current format/style of SG Transport Statistics publications. The conclusion from a discussion at the last meeting was that members felt that the commentary in Transport Statistics publications should focus primarily on data quality and reliability, rather than on interpretation of the figures (as speculation about possible reasons for change could be misleading or misunderstood). However, the commentaries should continue to provide information about methodological changes etc. and highlight new figures or significant changes (e.g. in a trend). Some description was valuable for new or infrequent users: the commentaries help them to find their way into the statistics.             

3.6 Members' views on these matters would be welcomed.  For example: 
· are any new publications needed?
· if so, what topics should they cover?
· and what formats / styles should they have?
4 Transport Statistics Website     

4.1 Members of the Committee are reminded that the Transport Statistics part of the SG Website provides access to: 

· the "on-line" version of every Transport Statistics publication since Spring 1998;

· Excel spreadsheet versions of all the tables in the latest edition of each publication;

· Excel spreadsheet versions of some tables in some earlier editions of some publications;

· updated versions of many tables from STS;

· some extra road accidents statistics tables;

· "one page" or "high level" summaries of the statistics on 20 aspects of transport
· other relevant information, and links to other Web sites.

4.2 All this material can be found at www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat . More information about the Website is given on page 304 of STS, which also gives "shortcut" addresses that can be used to go directly to certain parts of the site. 
4.3 Members of the Committee who have used this site are invited to comment on it -for example, are there changes that, they feel, would make it more useful?
5 Other possible outputs     

5.1 Would Members of the Committee like the SG Transport Statistics branch to produce other kinds of output?  If so, what would they like to see produced, and why is it needed?
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