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T&TSAC-related ScotStat News
1. This paper informs members of the Committee about recent relevant ScotStat activities.
ScotStat Board Meeting
2. The most recent meeting of the ScotStat Board was held on 22 August 2007.  The Agenda and papers can be found on the main ScotStat web-site http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat/board/meetings
3. The items most relevant to T&TSAC were:

· an update on recent developments in the Statistics Reform programme;

· a presentation and discussion of the issues arising from the Atkinson Review (regarding how best to measure public services output and productivity);

· an update on the GROS Census Consultation;
· a progress update on restructuring the ScotStat framework and website; and

· a review of the ScotStat Web-site.
4. David Connolly, the T&TSAC Representative on the ScotStat Board, will provide a short verbal summary of these discussions and the relevant decisions/actions.

ScotStat Stakeholder Conference
5. The 2007 Annual Statistics Stakeholder Conference was held on 4th October at the George Hotel, Edinburgh. The event included presentations on a range of topics, and provided delegates the opportunity to discuss issues such as the methods used by the Scottish Government to consult on, and disseminate, official statistics.
6. The agenda items most relevant to the T&TSAC were:
· the Chief Statistician’s Key Note Speech on Scottish Official Statistics;

· a presentation on Scotland’s ageing population by Cecilia Macintyre (of GROS);

· a summary of the current state of the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics; and

· two sets of ‘break-out’ workshops discussing stakeholders’ statistical needs.
7. A brief summary of the key points from each of these is provided below.  Full details, including a copy of the relevant presentations and a record of the various workshop discussions, can be found at:
            http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/scotstat/StatsCon2007
Key Note Speech by Chief Statistician
8. Rob Wishart’s Key Note speech covered the following topics:

· impacts of Statistics & Registration Service Act 2007;
· role of Parliament in improving public trust in statistics;

· ‘Branding’ and Identity of Official Statistics (including clearer separation from Ministers);

· various measures to increase awareness and quality of Scottish statistics;

· role of the new Statistics Board;

· standards for National Statistics (accuracy & reliability/coherence/compatibility/ /relevance/accessibility & clarity/timeliness);

· links to policy makers within Analytical Services;

· issues of UK comparability;

· desire to improve Scottish component of UK National Statistics; and

· the role of ScotStat.

Ageing Population (GROS)
9. Cecilia Macintyre of GROS gave a very informative presentation on the methods used within GROS to forecast the size and profile of Scotland’s population over time.  This presentation raised a number of issues associated with the demand for travel by an increasingly ageing population.

Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics 

10. John Fraser from the Scottish Neighbourhood Statistics Project team within Scottish Government gave an informative and useful summary and demonstration of the increased functionality and data available via the SNS web-site.
11. The information regarding datazones (with average populations around 750) and intermediate geography zones (with average populations of around 4000) is likely to be of particular interest to planners, transport modellers and policy makers.
12. The SNS statistics on access to services will also be of relevance to many T&TSAC members. Section 3 of paper T&TSAC(08) 1 provides some further information about SNS.
Workshops on Meeting Stakeholders Statistical Needs

13. The Conference divided into 12 groups of 6-8 participants and considered the following questions:

· Q1.1) How do you currently access Scottish official statistics? Are you content with the way you are able to access information/data?  What improvements would you recommend?

· Q1.2) Do you find it easy to access information on the methodologies used to produce official statistics in Scotland?  

· Q1.3) Where do you think there are major gaps in official statistics in Scotland?  Can you prioritise these?
· Q1.4) Are there topics where you would like more in-depth analysis (e.g. international & UK comparisons, sub-Scotland breakdowns, examining the relationship between different sets of statistics)?
· Q1.5) Would you prefer statistics to be released earlier in a more provisional way OR later in a finalised form?
· Q2.1) Do you trust official statistics published by the Scottish Government?  
· Q2.2) Do you think our statistics are accurate and reliable? Do you think our statistics are produced free of political interference? 
· Q2.3) Are you familiar with the ScotStat network?  Are you a member of ScotStat?  How did you hear about ScotStat?  
· Q2.4) Would you like to be consulted about Scottish official statistics?  If so, what’s the best way for government statisticians to contact you? 
· Q2.5) Suggest ways in which data users and statisticians could work better together to improve Scottish official statistics?
14. A summary of the 12 groups’ responses to these questions is available via the ScotStat webpage listed above, as is a summary of a subsequent Questions and Answers session which concluded the event.
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