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SHOULD "SCOTTISH TRANSPORT STATISTICS" BE REORGANISED?
1.
This paper invites views on whether the "Scottish Transport Statistics" (STS) publication should be reorganised.

2.
At present, STS is mainly organised on the basis of different modes or types of transport - for example, there are separate chapters for Road Transport Vehicles, Bus and Coach Travel and Road Freight.  Some parts are "cross-cutting": they contain figures for more than one mode and/or which come from a range of chapters.  In particular:

· the "Summary Transport Statistics (and Historical Series)" section shows "headline" figures for different types of transport together;

· the "International Comparisons" section;

· the "emissions" tables (in the "Road Traffic" chapter) provide figures for several modes of transport;

· the "Personal and Cross-Modal Travel" chapter. 

3.
As background, the Annex shows how the way in which STS is organised compares with the equivalent publications for Great Britain, Wales and Northern Ireland.  Perhaps for historical reasons, there appears to be much more similarity between the ways in which the devolved administrations publications are organised than there is between them and "Transport Statistics Great Britain".  

4.
Some restructuring will be required as a result of recent changes to transport policy.  With the removal of tolls from the Forth and Tay road bridges, the current chapter on "Toll bridges" needs changing.  The tables concerned could be moved to the end of (say) the "Road traffic" chapter, and remain there "for the record" while the number of years for which they provided figures dwindled away.  The current chapter (Chapter 4) could be removed or used for another topic (e.g. "environment"-related statistics about transport).
5.
However, the current organisation is not ideal from the point-of-view of those users who want figures relating to an aspect of transport that covers a number of modes. For example, a user who wants statistics about freight volumes that are more detailed than the ones that appear in the "Summary" and "Historical Series" tables has to look in several chapters to find whatever figures are available for each mode of transport.  For example, there are tables on different aspects of freight in the following chapters:

· chapter 1 - numbers of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs)

· chapter 3 - road freight 

· chapter 6 - volume of HGV traffic 

· chapter 7 - HGV accidents and casualties

· chapter 8 - rail freight

· chapter 9 - air freight

· chapter 10 - waterborne freight 

with freight figures for different modes appearing together in the Summary and Historical Series.

6.
This has led to some users suggesting that all the statistics about freight should appear together. That approach could be extended, so that the publication might consist of a series of chapters on different aspects of transport, such as:

	Chapter
	Examples of the topics for which it would provide statistics

	Infrastructure
	Length of road and rail networks

	Vehicles / fleet
	Numbers of motor vehicles of various types

	Public transport
	Patronage by bus, rail, subway, air, ferry

	Freight 
	Freight lifted and moved by road, rail, water, air, pipeline

	Personal travel
	National Travel Survey and Scottish Household Survey results

	Safety, environment
	Accidents, casualties, emissions for different modes 

	Finance
	Expenditure of different types


7.
However, such an approach would not necessarily bring together all the figures that some users would wish to see together.  For example, with chapters like those listed above:

· the numbers of HGVs would appear in a separate chapter from the volume of freight they carried, and HGV accidents and casualties would be in another chapter;

· the number of bus passengers would appear in a separate chapter from bus's modal shares for (e.g.) travel to work and travel to school, and bus casualties would be elsewhere.  

8.
In addition, such a change might not be welcomed by other users (such as those who find it convenient to have all the figures for (say) rail together in a single chapter on that mode). Different people use different sets of figures together, and some people use several sets of figures for different purposes at different times - so it is very unlikely that the material can be organised in a way that will satisfy everyone.  Therefore, before it considers making any changes to the way in which STS is organised, the Scottish Government (SG) would appreciate the views of Members of the Committee on this matter, as they represent a cross-section of users of the publication. 
9.
In terms of web-based access, it could be argued that, given suitable search facilities, the way in which a publication is organised should not matter. Ideally, a user of the SG Statistics Website would specify "freight statistics" and obtain links to all the different publications' chapters and tables (including the spreadsheet versions) that contain freight statistics.  However, that does not happen at present, and seems unlikely to happen in the near future.  Similarly, in theory, one could make a number of different "publications" available on the Website by setting up Web pages that link together the relevant parts of the material which together make up the original version of the publication (e.g. Web pages which contain links to the different parts of the on-line version of STS that contain material related to freight).  However, that kind of thing is easier said than done.  In practice, how the publication is organised may well continue to matter for some time. 
10.
If SG were to reorganise STS, then introducing the change will have implications for users. The timing and any transition period need to be considered The possibilities include:

· "phasing in" the new structure, by making available updated versions of STS tables with their new table numbers as and when new data become available.  A potential disadvantage of this approach is that changing the table numbers could confuse greatly users who just want to get an updated version of a specific table from the latest published edition.

· introducing the new organisation with effect from a particular edition - so that, for example, the "STS update" tables made available throughout 2008 would be straightforward updates of the tables which appeared in the "2007" edition, and the first public appearance of the new table numbers would be in the "2008" edition.

11.
Members of the Committee are therefore asked:

· for their views on the way in which "Scottish Transport Statistics" is currently organised.
· for comments on how it might be organised in future if changes were to be made - and why.
· for their views on the timing and introduction of any future changes to the organisation of “Scottish Transport Statistics”.
· for suggestions for other changes to "Scottish Transport Statistics" - for example, should it be expanded to include tables on other topics?
ANNEX:  The chapters / sections of the UK's Transport statistical compendia
	Publication and edition (year in which published)

	Scottish Transport Statistics 

(2007)
	Transport Statistics Great Britain 

(2007)
	Welsh Transport Statistics 

(2006)
	Northern Ireland Transport Statistics

(2007)

	Chapters / sections which cover broadly similar topics to the corresponding chapter of Scottish Transport Statistics  - but perhaps in a very different level of detail.
(showing the number of the chapter/section in each publication)

	Summary Transport Statistics (incl. Historical Series)
	
	Summary
	Commentary

	Road transport vehicles (1)
	Vehicles (9)
	Licensing and vehicle ownership (2)
	Vehicle registrations (1)

	Bus and coach travel (2)
	
	Public service vehicles (8)
	

	Road freight (3)
	
	Road freight (3)
	Road freight (4)

	Toll bridges (4)
	
	
	

	Road network (5)
	
	Road lengths and conditions (1)
	Road network (3)

	Road traffic (6)
	
	Road traffic (7)
	

	Injury road accidents (7)
	
	Road safety (4)
	Road safety (5)

	Rail services (8)
	
	Rail transport (9)
	

	Air transport (9)
	Aviation (2)
	Air transport (11)
	Air transport (7)

	Water transport (10)
	Maritime (5)
	Sea transport (10)
	

	Finance (11)
	
	Finance (12)
	

	Personal and cross-modal travel (12)
	
	Personal travel (6)
	

	International comparisons
	International comparisons (10)
	
	

	Chapters / sections which contain material on topic(s) that does not appear to correspond to the material in any one chapter of Scottish Transport Statistics 
e.g. TSGB's "Freight" section contains material for which any STS equivalent is split between a number of different chapters in STS.
(NB: these are simply listed in the order in which they appear in each publication)

	
	Modal comparisons (1)
	Motoring offences (5)
	Driver and vehicle testing (2)

	
	Energy and the environment (3)
	Tourism (13)
	Public transport (6)

	
	Freight (4)
	Great Britain comparisons (14)
	General Transport statistics (8)

	
	Public transport (6)
	
	

	
	Roads and traffic (7)
	
	

	
	Transport accidents and casualties (8)
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