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FREIGHT STATISTICS

1.
This paper informs members of the Committee about some developments with the aim of improving the statistics about Freight in Scotland which are available.
2.
Members of the Committee will recall that Freight statistics was one of the areas in which interest in additional statistics was expressed in the discussion at the meeting in November 2006.  The following month, the Freight Action Plan was published (it is available at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2006/11/16153148/0 ), and included an Action (number 17) to "develop freight information that can be used to inform future freight policy and services".  
3.
In March 2007, the Freight Action Plan Steering Group considered the current Department for Transport (DfT) and (then) Scottish Executive sources of statistical data on freight (see Annex A) and some of the possible costs and benefits of collecting additional data in future. 
4.
Following further discussion at the Steering Group's meeting in May, it was decided to set up a Data Sub-Group to "identify possible options, taking account of real needs for data and the potential to use existing statistical vehicles".  The Sub-Group was chaired by Freight Transport Policy, and included representatives of the Freight Transport Association (Gavin Scott), the Road Haulage Association (Phil Flanders), Scottish Council for Development and Industry (Ian Duff), the Society of Chief Officers of Transportation in Scotland (Alastair Short), Scottish Enterprise (Maya Rousen), Highlands & Islands Enterprise (Tony Jarvis) and Transport Statistics (Frank Dixon).  Its report is attached at Annex B. 
5.
At its meeting in August, the Steering Group discussed the report, and considered the possibility of a separate Freight Report being produced in line with the Focus on Freight document produced by DfT every 3 years or so (this presents information from the regular statistical systems in a way which should be more accessible to the general reader, with a commentary and a series of charts intermingled throughout the document). There was general agreement that the direction proposed by the Sub-Group, and the timescales involved, seemed reasonable.  
6.
SG Freight Policy team feel that there might be value in such a publication every few years, to improve the availability of, and accessibility to, existing statistics about freight in Scotland. SG is therefore considering the kinds of information that might be included in a Scottish publication (which might not be limited to using only National Statistics), and how it might best be presented (e.g. what should be the balance between Scotland and sub-Scotland-level material, such as regions and individual ports? Should some summary tables appear at the end of the document, as an Annex?).  In addition, SG will consider whether the material in Scottish Transport Statistics should be re-ordered (e.g.) in order that the various sets of freight-related statistics might all be found together - see paper T&TSAC (08) 3.
7.
It was agreed that the Data Sub-Group should reconvene in a few months time, once outcomes from the "multi-modal" study begin to emerge.  That study, which is of the need for, and potential contribution to Scotland's economic competitiveness of, multi-modal freight hubs, is collecting freight-related data, and may also comment on gaps in the information which is currently available.  DfT's development of the GB-wide Freight model and the data for the underlying Base Year Freight Matrices may also improve the information which is available and/or identify further gaps.  It is expected that the next meeting of the Data Sub-Group will be in Spring 2008.  
Recent developments in Freight Data
8.
Meantime, there has been some progress on addressing some information gaps:

· Transport Scotland has asked the contractors who conduct the roadside interviews that provide data used in the Transport Model for Scotland (TMfS) to add a Foreign Vehicle Indicator to the details which are collected about Heavy Goods Vehicles, which includes the origin and destination of the journey, an indication of how full the vehicle is (e.g. empty, ¼ full), the type of goods (if any) that are being carried (e.g. agricultural products & live animals, food stuffs & animal fodder).  This will provide indicative figures (for the kinds of routes which are covered by TMfS data collection) on the proportions of HGVs which are non-UK vehicles, or non-UK vehicles which are running empty, etc;

· the Statistician who conducts the Global Connections survey of Scottish exporters has been asked if the survey could be expanded to collect the main point of exit from the UK of the exports and the main mode of transport which is used to take the goods there.  If the survey were amended in this way, and its results were to show (say) large amounts of the same kinds of goods being carried by road from Scotland to the South of England before being exported to the same countries, it might identify scope for new direct services from Scotland, which could provide exporters with speedier access to their markets, and/or the potential for modal shift, which could reduce traffic volumes and congestions on the routes concerned.  
9.
In addition, the report of DfT's Quality Review of Maritime Statistics (published on 7 December, available via:  http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/data/methodology/quality/reviews/transport.asp   ) "identified a number of needs in the area of maritime statistics which are not met by current MSD outputs, of which the most significant were information on the inland origin/destination and mode of transport of port traffic. The review recommends further work to explore the feasibility of filling some of these gaps, and the creation of an Advisory Group to help steer this work."
10.
Members of the Group are invited to consider and:
· comment on the content, frequency and style of any SG freight-specific publication;

· identify any specific areas of freight data that they consider to be a gap, over and above those that are mentioned in the Data Sub-Group report (Annex B);
· comment on the practicality of collecting more freight-related information, and on the uses to which it would be put.
Annex A

Freight statistical data: brief summary of Department for Transport (and Scottish Executive) Transport Statistics sources 

NB: this note was produced in March 2007, so does not take account of subsequent developments and changes of name.

This annex lists the (main) freight statistical data collections which are conducted by DfT.  It also mentions some other kinds of statistical data which are obtained by DfT agencies, or by SE directly.  

In each case, there is a brief summary of the kinds of information obtained.  It does not refer to "tonnes lifted" and "tonne-kilometres carried" because figures on both bases are available from most of the sources.  

Further information is often available from the specified chapters of Scottish Transport Statistics (STS), in the sections and tables indicated below.  More detailed information about some of the data collections can be found in (e.g.) DfT's publications, such as Road Freight Statistics 2005.

Road freight  (STS Chapter 3)

DfT Continuing Survey of Road Goods Transport (section 4.2)

Data on domestic activity of a sample of HGVs registered in GB, which are selected from the DVLA vehicle database.  Since 2004, the Scottish component of the target sample has been about 30 HGVs per week, some of which turn out to be ineligible or not to have worked in the specified period.  Scotland used to be over-represented in the sample. Results include type of goods carried (broad commodities - e.g. Table 3.5) and origin/destination (Table 3.8 shows Regions of Scotland, based on 5-year averages).

DfT International Road Haulage Survey (section 4.3) 

British HGV operators with international licences are selected randomly and asked to provide details of all trips leaving the UK during specified periods (the length and frequency of which depend upon the size of the haulier: the aim is to sample 4% of trips).  The 2005 sample contained 4,145 return trips, so Scottish component will be small (perhaps much less than 10%, as Scotland is further from the continent?).  Results include type of goods carried (broad commodities - e.g. Table 3.7), origin/destination (Table 3.6 shows individual EU countries).

DfT "Roll-on Roll-off" Enquiry  (not mentioned in STS) 

Quarterly returns, provided by roll-on/roll-off ferry operators, giving the numbers of powered vehicles and unaccompanied trailers carried on each route to mainland Europe, and monthly information provided by Eurotunnel. Results include country of registration, country of disembarkation and UK port group (but not details of what was carried, such as "tonnes lifted" or "tonne-kilometres").  Annual totals for the Rosyth-Zeebrugge route are published in STS Table 10.12(b).  This is the only regular source of information on the number of foreign vehicles visiting the UK.  

DfT survey of Foreign Vehicle Activity in GB  (not mentioned in STS)
In an ad-hoc survey over six weeks in 2003, about 2,100 drivers of foreign vehicles about to leave GB were asked about the trips, deliveries and collections that they had made while in GB.  Interviews took place at four ports and three truck stops (none in Scotland).  Results included estimates of the tonnes lifted and tonne-kilometres carried by foreign vehicles to/from/within Scotland, including goods carried to/from Wales and each English regions.

DfT Survey of Privately Owned Vans (section 4.4)

Ran from October 2002 to September 2003.  Drivers were interviewed, and recorded details of their activity over a period of two days. The sample included only 148 Scottish vans, which had only 746 trips recorded - too few to provide reliable results for Scotland.  DfT may repeat the survey occasionally.

DfT Survey of Company Owned Vans (section 4.4)

Ran from April 2003 to December 2005.  Drivers recorded details of their activity over a period of three days.  Only 960 of the sample vehicles were registered in Scotland.  Again, few figures for Scotland available.  Henceforth, DfT intends to carry out "ad-hoc surveys … at regular intervals".   
Road Traffic (STS Chapter 6)

DfT Road Traffic estimates (sections 4.1 to 4.3)

Estimates of the total volume of traffic, in vehicle-kilometres, which are produced by combining data from manual counts (taken for 12 hours on one day, on a rotating basis, at many sites on Motorways and A roads, plus some sites on minor roads) and from automatic traffic counters (at a smaller number of sites).  Gives HGV traffic by type of road (e.g. Table 6.2).  Estimates of HGV traffic by local authority area could be produced, although they are not included in the published tables (but might not be particularly accurate).

Scottish Roads Traffic Database  (not described in STS)
Transport Scotland obtains data from automatic traffic counters at many sites across the Scottish trunk road network (all Motorways and some of the A roads).  Some give only the total volume of traffic.  However, those that distinguish between different types of vehicle will provide the numbers of HGVs on particular roads, and hence the percentage of traffic on particular routes which is HGVs (Table 6.7 shows that this is [e.g.] 11% for the A720 at Dreghorn, 18% for the M8 at Harthill, 27% for the A75 at Carsluith).

Road vehicles (STS Chapter 1)
DVLA numbers of vehicles licensed (sections 4.1 to 4.4)
The information which is held includes the taxation group and the body type (Table 1.2), the local authority area of the registered keeper - which may not be the area in which the vehicle is usually kept or usually works (Table 1.3), the year of first registration (Table 1.5) and the gross weight (Table 1.8).
Traffic Commissioners' records of goods vehicle operators (section 4.6)
The information which is held for each operator includes the number of vehicles and the type of licence held (Table 1.10)

Rail freight (STS Chapter 8)

SE asks rail freight companies for simple splits of totals separately by (i) commodity ("minerals/coal/coke" or "other") and (ii) origin or destination ("Scotland", "other UK" and "outwith UK") - see Tables 8.13 and 8.14.
Air freight (STS Chapter 9)

SE gets figures from CAA web site www.caaerg.co.uk - tonnage for each airport (Table 9.13).  More detailed breakdowns/analyses might be available on request from CAA but the total for all Scottish airports is only 75,000 tonnes per year - a tiny proportion of all freight.

Waterborne freight (STS Chapter 10)

DfT Port Statistics (section 4.3)

Data for "major" ports (which handle over 95% of total).  Gives commodities (e.g. Table 10.7 - foreign and domestic traffic separately) and country for imports/exports (Table 10.8).  One of the bases for estimating coastwise shipping (section 4.2): Table 10.1 shows broad commodities (liquid bulks, coal and other]) and DfT publishes origin port x destination port using the GB "regions".  However, the port statistics do not collect information about the inland origins and destinations of the goods which pass through the ports. 

DfT inland waterways (section 4.4)

Figures for individual waterways (mainly Forth, Clyde) and broad category of goods (Tables 10.10 and 10.11).

Ferry statistics (sources not described in STS)
SE obtains (generally from the ferry companies) figures for the numbers of (in general) "commercial vehicles and buses" which were carried on various ferry routes (Tables 10.12[b] to 10.15).  These tables do not show the number of goods vehicles separately, or provide information about the tonnage carried.

Pipelines (STS Summary)

DTI obtains information from operators of pipelines.  Figures in Table S1 etc cover on-shore pipelines of 50+ km which carry crude oil products.  Individual "pipeline/route" figures are/were provided by DTI (but only totals have been published, so far).

Annex B

FAP Action 17: Freight Information

Report to FAP Stakeholder Steering Group

August 2007

Process followed:

1. The questions the Group identified as key to developing policies that will have an impact on how goods currently move through and within Scotland were:

a. What is the potential for modal shift from road?

b. How many tonne-kms of rail freight are moving within Scotland, what are the main commodities and how does this compare with road freight?

c. How much freight begins and ends its journey in Scotland?

d. What commodities involve air travel to, from, within Scotland?

e. How much freight is moving between Scotland and other countries, what are the main commodities and what are the main routings?

f. What percentage of internal UK/Scottish road freight movements is moved by non-UK operators?

2. With these questions as a starting point, we then considered:

a. Data required to answer these questions

b. Existing relevant data

c. Information gaps, and how these should be prioritised

	Information Gap
	Priority     1= Essential    2=Highly desireable   3=desireable

	Origin and Destination data to include:
	1

	Current mode
	1

	Main journey segment
	1

	GB regional distribution centres/cross border flows
	1

	Route choice / options
	1

	region / country / continent
	2

	Level and regularity of flow
	2

	whole supply chain
	3

	Key industry / sector
	3

	Behavioural questions
	2

	More specific breakdown of rail freight information
	2

	Main journey segment is air but not directly from/to Scotland
	2

	Non UK road haulage movements
	3


3. From this we identified potential options for addressing these gaps, and the timescales involved.
	Information Gap
	Option to take forward
	Timescale

	Origin and Destination data
	Multi-modal work will collect some of the information we identified - not perhaps in as much detail as would be ideal, but enough to provide a start, and a big step forward from where we are now.
	Now to August 2008

Work being taken forward by SEnt, in partnership with HIE and SE

	
	Review data collected as part of hubs work, and consider whether further development required / more regular collection of such information would be useful 
	From Spring 2008

Reconvene FAP Data Work Group to consider next steps

	
	Liaise with DfT on development of GB Freight model and underlying data being used and/or collected for the GB-wide Base Year Freight Matrices.  These should provide breakdowns by origin/destination zones, commodity type, etc - but perhaps not in as much detail as one would wish (and perhaps based on modelling rather than data collection in some cases).  Consider how work we and they are doing can be co-ordinated in a way that will improve data behind both the GB Freight Model and the Transport Model for Scotland.


	Now to August 2008

Transport Scotland /SE

	
	Discuss with SE colleagues potential to make use of  Global Connections Survey - acknowledging that this focuses on exports only.  Additional information to be sought to include:

How much exported in terms of volume (e.g. cubic metres or numbers of standard containers, cases, …)?

Routing - points of exit from UK

Primary mode of transport used to point of exit
	Begin discussions now.

Scottish Executive (Frank Dixon) to take forward.

Annual exercise


	Behavioural questions
	Potential option for improving information could be to carry out a Delphi-type survey along the lines of the survey carried out for the Scoping Study.

However, whilst recognising that knowing how and why industry behaves in a certain way is important in considering best intervention from government, there is a real danger of consultation fatigue setting in - hence suggestion that any formal consultation is not progressed until after results of STPR, Modal Study, etc are known. 


	Definitely not before end 2008

	
	In the meantime, paper will be produced outlining (anecdotal) issues within the industry that influence behaviour.


	October 2007

Gavin Scott

	More specific breakdown of rail freight information
	Find out underlining analysis/reports used to inform Freight RUS.
	End September

Pam Stott

	
	Seek access to summaries / reports based on existing data from Network Rail.  (it may be that material could be produced regularly or requested on an ad-hoc basis)
	Within next quarter

Denise Manzor / Pam Stott

	Main journey segment is air but not directly from/to Scotland
	Route Development Fund evaluation
	Due to complete by Summer 2008

SE / SEnt

	
	Find out about known shipper status and ongoing work by DfT in this area.
	Within the next quarter

	Non UK road haulage movements
	Work with DfT on Freight Data Feasibility Study
	DfT Consultation report due September 2007

	
	Collect foreign vehicle indicator on future RSIs
	Transport Scotland and its contractors, as and when road side interviews are carried out

	
	Review of data collected and held at RTP and/or local authority level
	This may require a study to be commissioned - views of Steering Group are sought on how this might be achieved.


Potential Output from Action 17
4. The Group identified that potential outputs for Action 17 would be:

a. to develop Scottish freight origin/destination information.  This is a longer-term output, with initial information being collected as part of multi-modal hubs study.

b. to 'repackage' current information and statistics collected on freight by the Scottish Executive ease accessibility - number of options available. 

c1. organisations such as the Scottish Executive, HIE and SEnt to record information (metadata) on useful research on freight and logistics matters on their own websites from now on.

c2. Commission a web gateway which gives links to these, plus relevant sources of information within DfT.
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