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 Table 9.5: Child’s general health by income band in Scotland (UK Figure 9.1) 
 
 Poverty (OECD)   
General level of health  Above 60% 

median 
Below 60% 

median 
Total N 

 % % %  
... Excellent, 61.8 47.5 58.5 1,039
Very good, 27.8 33.0 29.0 534
Good, 8.0 1.0 9.2 172
Fair, 2.2 (5.1) 2.9 55
Or, poor? (0.1) (1.4) (0.4) 9
Total % 100 100 100 1,809

N 1,353 456 1,809  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 43.9449  
Design-based F(3.82  229.08) = 11.5765 Pr = 0.000  
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
 
Table 9.6: Child’s longstanding Illness by gender in Scotland 
 
 Boy Girl Total N 
 % % %  
No illness 79.8 83.4 81.5 1,472
Illness not limiting 13.0 12.6 12.8 232
Limiting illness 7.2 4.0 5.6 105
Total % 100 100 100 1,809

N 926 883 1,809  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 8.6714  

Design-based 
F(2.00 

 119.80) = 4.6805 Pr = 0.011  

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.7: Child’s longstanding illness by gender in UK 
 
  Boy Girl Total 
No illness % 78.2 82.9 80.5 
 Unweighted Obs 6040 6142 12182 
   
Illness, not limiting  % 15.0 12.4 13.7 
 Unweighted Obs 1125 901 2026 
   
Limiting illness % 6.8 4.7 5.8 
 Unweighted Obs 585 364 949 
   
Total % 100 100 100 
 Unweighted Obs 7750 7407 15157 
   
  P = 0.0000 
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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 Table 9.8   Child’s longitudinal long-term conditions at 3 and 5 in Scotland 
 
 Whether child has longstanding illness age 5 
Does child have any longstanding health 
conditions age 3 

Yes No Total N 

 % % %  
Yes (8.1) 7.8 15.5 253
No (10.4) 73.7 84.5 1,334
Total % 100 100 100 1,587

N 294 1,293 1,587  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 208.1153  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 192.9848 Pr = 0.000  
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
Table 9.9   Child’s longitudinal long-term conditions at 3 and 5 in UK 
 
Longstanding 
(diagnosed) health 
condition at age 3 

Longstanding illness at age 5 

  Yes No All  
Yes % 7.8 8.0 15.9  
 Unweighted Obs 1071 1062 2133  
    
No % 11.5 72.6 84.1  
 Unweighted Obs 1578 9926 11504  
    
All % 19.3 80.7 100.0  
 Unweighted Obs 2649 10988 13637  
    
     P = 0.0000 
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
Weighted percentages of the total sample who were observed at both surveys 
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 Table 9.10: Selected child health and development problems where significant 
gender differences were found in Scotland 
 
 Child gender   
Whether child ever had hearing problems Boy Girl Total N 
 % % %  
Yes 10.4 10.0 10.2 182
No 89.6 90.0 89.8 1,624
Total % 100 100 100 1,806

N 925 881 1,806  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 0.0869  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 0.0658 Pr = 0.798  
Concerns about speech 
None 82.1 91.0 86.4 1,565
Yes 17.9 9.0 13.6 245
Total % 100 100 100 1,810

N 926 884 1,810  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 30.4803  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 41.5758 Pr = 0.000  
Whether child ever had asthma  
Yes 13.9 8.8 11.4 214
No 86.1 91.2 88.6 1,588
Total % 100 100 100 1,802

N 924 878 1,802  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 11.5978  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 16.4947 Pr = 0.000  
Whether cm ever had eczema 
Yes 33.7 32.4 33.1 595
No 66.3 67.6 66.9 1,213
Total % 100 100 100 1,808

N 926 882 1,808  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 0.3670  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 0.5236 Pr = 0.472  
Whether child ever had hayfever 
Yes 12.2 7.4 9.9 183
No 87.8 92.6 90.1 1,616
Total % 100 100 100 1,799

N 918 881 1,799  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 11.7210  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 10.3347 Pr = 0.002  
Whether doc diagnosed autism/asperger's  
Yes (1.3) (0.2) (0.8) 14
No 98.7 99.8 99.2 1,796
Total % 100 100 100 1,810

N 926 884 1,810  
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Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 8.0657  
Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 11.6775 Pr = 0.001  

Wets during the night 
Never 70.9 82.1 76.4 1,381
Sometimes 29.1 17.9 23.6 417
Total % 100 100 100 1,798

N 917 881 1,798  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 31.5002  

Design-based F(1.00  60.00) = 26.6642 Pr = 0.000  
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.11: Percentage answering yes to selected child health and 
development problems where significant gender differences were found in UK 
 

Problem Boys Girls Total Significance 
 Weighted percentages  
Hearing                                   % 14.3 11.8 13.1  

Unweighted Base Nos 7749 7404 15153 P = 0.0001 
  
Any concerns about speech     % 16.9 9.5 13.3  

Unweighted Base Nos 7756 7415 15171 P = 0.0000 
  
Ever had Asthma                     % 17.0 11.8 14.5  

Unweighted Base Nos 7734 7384 15118 P = 0.0000 
  
Ever had Eczema                    % 36.7 33.9 35.3  

Unweighted Base Nos 7750 7411 15161  P = 0.0020 
  
Ever had Hay Fever                 % 11.7 9.2 10.48  

Unweighted Base Nos 7711 7392 15103 P = 0.0000 
  
ADHD diagnosed                    % 1.4 0.2 0.8  

Unweighted Base Nos 7739 7412 15151 P = 0.0000 
  
Autism or Asperger’s diagnosed % 1.4 0.3 0.9  

Weighted Base Nos 7928 7576 15504 P = 0.0000 
  
Wets the bed at night (occasionally 
or more often)                             % 32.1 20.0 26.2

 

Unweighted Base Nos 7707 7374 15081 P = 0.0000 
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.12   Selected child health conditions by parents’ employment at age 5 
in Scotland 
 

Combined labour market status of main and partner respondents  
Both 

employed 
Main 

employed 
Partner 

employed 
Neither 

employe
d 

Single 
employed 

Single 
not 

employed 

Total N 
 

% % % % % % %  
Long-standing illness 
Yes 16.4 (17.8) 19.1 (30) 19.9 21.5 18.5 337
No 83.6 (82.2) 80.9 70.0 80.1 78.5 81.5 1,470
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,807

N 849 35 351 63 265 244 1,807  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 9.1970      

Design-
based 
F(4.22 

 253.43) = 2.0795 Pr = 0.080      

Limiting illness 
Yes 23.1 (33.3) (36.5) (47.7) (31.8) (37.0) 30.6 105
No 76.9 (66.7) 63.5 (52.3) 68.2 63.0 69.4 232
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 337

N 137 6 69 19 50 56 337  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 8.2414      

Design-
based 
F(4.39 

 254.82) = 1.8549 Pr = 0.112      

Toothache 
Yes 11.0 (10.6) 12.0 (35.5) 19.4 26.5 15.0 296
No 89.0 (89.4) 88.0 64.5 80.6 73.5 85.0 1,511
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,807

N 849 34 352 63 265 244 1,807  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 59.0283      

Design-
based 
F(4.26 

 255.72) = 12.7509 Pr = 0.000      

Eyesight problems 
Yes 10.7 (14.1) 13.0 (17.1) 12.7 18.8 12.7 228
No 89.3 (85.9) 87.0 82.9 87.3 81.2 87.3 1,579
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,807

N 849 35 352 63 264 244 1,807  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 11.6896      

Design-
based 
F(4.67 

 280.42) = 2.8635 Pr = 0.018      

Concerns about speech 
none 87.0 93.3 86.6 76.1 86.7 85.0 86.4 1,563
yes 13.0 (6.7) 13.4 (23.9) 13.3 15.0 13.6 245
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,808

N 849 35 352 63 265 244 1,808  
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Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 6.9837      
Design-
based 
F(4.72 

 282.91) = 1.6965 Pr = 0.140      

Epilepsy or fits 
none 96.8 100 95.9 92.2 97.0 92.3 96 1,733
epilepsy 
or fits 

3.2  (4.1) (7.8) (3.0) 7.7 4.0 74

Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,807

N 849 35 352 63 265 243 1,807  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 13.5943      

Design-
based 
F(4.49 

 269.62) = 3.1102 Pr = 0.012      

Asthma 
yes 10.1 (7.4) 12.4 (17.6) 11.5 14.2 11.4 214
no 89.9 92.6 87.6 82.4 88.5 85.8 88.6 1,586
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,800

N 846 35 349 63 264 243 1,800  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 6.1669      

Design-
based 
F(4.50 

 270.19) = 1.2708 Pr = 0.279      

Eczema 
yes 35.4 (27.4) 32.9 (23.4) 31.5 29.5 33.1 595
no 64.6 (72.6) 67.1 76.6 68.5 70.5 66.9 1,211
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,806

N 848 35 352 62 265 244 1,806  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 6.4270      

Design-
based 
F(4.56 

 273.62) = 1.4254 Pr = 0.220      

Hayfever 
yes 8.6 (9.6) 9.0 (13.6) (11.2) 14.0 9.9 183
no 91.4 90.4 91.0 86.4 88.8 86.0 90.1 1,614
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,797

N 842 35 350 62 265 243 1,797  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 7.6004      

Design-
based 
F(4.41 

 264.87) = 1.9528 Pr = 0.095      

ADHD 
yes    (3.8) (1.3) (0.9) 0.4 7
no 100 100 100 96.2 98.7 99.1 99.6 1,798
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,805

N 849 35 352 61 265 243 1,805  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 26.3764      

Design-
based 

 245.99) = 4.9368 Pr = 0.001      
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F(4.10 
Wets during the day 
never 93.1 93.3 93.7 92.2 94.4 94.5 93.6 1,691
sometim
es 

6.9 (6.7) (6.3) (7.8) (5.6) (5.5) 6.4 117

Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,808

N 849 35 352 63 265 244 1,808  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 1.0584      

Design-
based 
F(4.51 

 270.71) = 0.2331 Pr = 0.936      

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.13: Selected child health conditions by parents’ employment at age 5 
in UK 
 
 Couples Lone Parents 
 Both 

working 
Main 

working
Partner 
working 

Neither 
working

Working 
(single) 

Not working 
(single) 

Total 

Any Longstanding Illness 
 % 

 
17.8 19.6 19.1 25.5

 
22.5 24.3 19.5

Limiting illness % 4.2 8.5 6.2 9.2 6.0 8.6 5.8
Unweighted Base 6914 366 3942 915 1191 1823 15151
     F=7.9786,     P>F = 0.0000
Toothache % 8.9 10.8 11.1 21.5 13.7 16.9 11.3
Unweighted Base 6916 366 3944 916 1192 1821 15155
     F=28.90, P>F = 0.0000
Eyesight problems % 9.5 11.7 11.2 14.5 11.7 14.3 10.9
Unweighted Base 6912 367 3945 916 1191 1822 15153
  F =5.53     P = 0.0001
Speech problems  % 11.1 14.0 14.8 21.6 12.4 17.2 13.3
Unweighted Base 6915 367 3945 917 1192 1824 15160
  F=15.70     P = 0.0000
Ever had fits, 
convulsions/epilepsy % 4.4 4.4 4.4 5.9 6.1 6.8 4.8
Unweighted Base 6916 367 3941 915 1192 1822 15153
  F=2.35    P = 0.0003
Ever had Asthma 12.6 10.6 14.1 17.4 18.0 21.6 14.5
Weighted Base 7665 308.7 3989.3 718.4 1224.7 1542.2 15448.3
  F=   15.34     P = 0.0000
Ever had Eczema % 36.5 32.3 35.4 30.4 36.6 31.2 35.3
Unweighted Base 6913 367 3943 914 1191 1822 15150
  F=4.60     P = 0.0004
Ever Hay fever  % 9.6 6.3 10.8 11.8 12.3 12.9 10.5
Weighted Base 7648.8 308.7 3982.8 719.4 1221.3 1543.3 15424.3
  F=5.00     P = 0.0002
ADHD diagnosis % 0.6 0.4 0.6 2.3 0.8 2.3 0.8
Unweighted Base 6910 367 3941 910 1191 1821 15140
  F=10.70, P>F = 0.0000
Wets sometimes during 
day %   7.6 10.2 7.8 12.4 6.7 9.4 8.1
Unweighted Base 6916 367 3945 916 1192 1823 15159
  F =4.04     P = 0.0011
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.14: Incidence of infectious diseases by age 5, by parental employment status in Scotland 
 

Combined labour market status of main and partner respondents  
Both 

employed 
Main 

employed 
Partner 

employed 
Neither 

employed 
Single 

employed 
Single not 
employed 

Total N 
 

% % % % % % %  
Whether child ever had measles 
Yes (2.5) (3.7) (1.2) (2.8) (2.7) 2.3 41
No 97.5 96.3 98.8 100 97.2 97.3 97.7 1,763
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,804

N 847 35 352 63 264 243 1,804  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 4.1350      

Design-based F(4.45  267.05) = 0.8090 Pr = 0.532      
Whether child ever had chickenpox  
yes 80.0 (61.4) 75.3 51.2 75.0 65.9 75.4 1,343
no 20.0 (38.6) 24.7 (48.8) 25.0 34.1 24.6 462
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,805

N 847 35 351 63 265 244 1,805  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 41.6578      

Design-based F(4.18  250.86) = 8.5599 Pr = 0.000      
Whether child ever had whooping cough  
yes (0.6) (1.2) (1.4) (0.9) (0.7) (0.8) 16
no 99.4 100 98.8 98.6 99.1 99.3 99.2 1,792
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,808

N 849 35 352 63 265 244 1,808  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 1.7590      

Design-based F(4.51  270.78) = 0.3659 Pr = 0.854      
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  



 137

Table 9.15: Incidence in UK of infectious diseases by age 5, by parental 
employment status 
 
 Couples Lone Parents  
 Both 

working 
Main 

working
Partner 
working

Neither 
working

Working 
(single) 

Not 
working 
(single) 

Total 

Ever had Chickenpox     % 80.9 74.1 73.4 64.6 74.5 62.2 75.7
Unweighted Base 6903 367 3932 911 1189 1819 15121

  
 P = 0.0000

Measles                          % 2.5 3.0 2.8 3.7 4.4 4.8 3.0
Unweighted Base 6904 366 3939 911 1187 1818 15125

Weighted Base 7688.1 308.3 3995.2 720.4 1221.8 1541.5 15475.3
 P = 0.0001

Whooping Cough           % 1.1 1.0 1.5 2.6 1.4 3.0 1.5
Unweighted Base 6915 367 3943 915 1191 1823 15154

  
 P = 0.0000

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.16: Any hospital admissions since last interview, comparison of UK 
strata 
 
Stratum within country Illness Total 
 % CI % 
England – non-disadvantaged (n=4,055) 11.2 [10.1,12.4] 100
England - disadvantaged (n=3,737) 12.1 [11.1,13.3] 100
England - ethnic (n=1,866) 12.9 [10.9,15.1] 100
Wales – non-disadvantaged (n=665) 13.4 [10.6,16.7] 100
Wales - disadvantaged (n=1,503) 17.4 [15.0,20.0] 100
Scotland – non-disadvantaged (n=916) 12.0 [10.3,14.0] 100
Scotland - disadvantaged (n=894) 13.4 [11.2,16.1] 100
Northern Ireland – non-disadvantaged 
(n=593) 

12.1 [10.0,14.7] 100

Northern Ireland - disadvantaged 
(n=936) 

14.0 [12.3,15.9] 100

Total (n=15,165) 11.9 [11.2,12.6] 100
 
 
Stratum within country Accident Total 
 % CI % 
England – non-disadvantaged (n=4,053) 26.9 [25.7,28.2] 100
England - disadvantaged (n=3,734) 30.7 [28.9,32.5] 100
England - ethnic (n=1,866) 21.3 [19.5,23.3] 100
Wales – non-disadvantaged (n=664) 31.6 [28.2,35.3] 100
Wales - disadvantaged (n=1,503) 33.7 [31.8,35.6] 100
Scotland – non-disadvantaged (n=916) 27.0 [24.3,29.8] 100
Scotland - disadvantaged (n=894) 31.2 [27.8,34.8] 100
Northern Ireland – non-disadvantaged 
(n=593) 

22.1 [18.8,25.8] 100

Northern Ireland - disadvantaged 
(n=936) 

25.9 [23.6,28.3] 100

Total (n=15,159) 28.2 [27.4,29.0] 100
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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 Table 9.17: Child BMI by parents’ employment in Scotland 
 

 Combined labour market status of main and partner respondents  
MCS3 
obesity 
flag 

Both 
employed 

Main 
employed 

Partner 
employed 

Neither 
employed 

Single 
employed 

Single not 
employed 

Total N 

 % % % % % % %  
Normal 81.2 (80.3) 79.8 76.6 78.1 76.1 79.7 1,411
Overweight 14.2 (8.7) 15.0 (19.2) 14.4 17.9 14.9 274
Obese 4.5 (11.1) (5.1) (4.2) (7.5) (6.0) 5.4 99
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,784

N 846 33 348 62 259 236 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(10) = 9.3102      

Design-
based 
F(7.91 

 474.84) = 1.0056 Pr = 0.430      

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
 
 
Table 9.18: Child’s BMI by mother’s qualifications in Scotland 
 
 Main respondent NVQ highest level (across all sweeps)   
MCS3 obesity 
flag 

No qualifications NVQ1 NVQ2 NVQ3 NVQ4 NVQ5 Total N 

 % % % % % % %  
Normal 76.0 75.3 77.4 77.0 84.1 79.1 79.6 1,383
Overweight 18.2 (20.3) 16.5 15.9 11.7 (17.1) 15.0 271
Obese (5.9) (4.5) (6.2)  (7.1) (4.2) (3.8) 5.4 98
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,752

N 165 67 424 366 571 159 1,752  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(10) = 15.1774      

Design-based 
F(8.26 

 495.63) = 1.5209 Pr = 0.145      

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Figure 9.2: Child BMI by parents’ employment in UK 
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Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
Figures show unweighted base numbers of percentages 
 
 
Figure 9.3: Child’s BMI by mother’s highest qualification in UK 
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Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
Figures show unweighted base numbers of percentages 
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Table 9.19: BMI and Poverty in Scotland 
 

 Poverty OECD   
MCS3 obesity 

flag 
Above 60% 

median 
Below 60% 

median 
Total N 

 % % %  
Normal 81.2 74.8 79.8 1,412 
Overweight 13.5 19.4 14.9 273 
Obese 5.2   (5.8) 5.4 99 
Total % 100 100 100 1,784 

N 1,336 448 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 9.0904  

Design-based 
F(1.91 

 114.74) = 5.3952 Pr = 0.006  

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
 
 
Table 9.20: BMI and poverty in UK 
 
 Above  poverty 

line* 
Below 

poverty line* 
Total 

Normal 80.0 78.1 79.5
 7856 3865 11721
  
Overweight 15.2 15.3 15.3
 1570 771 2341
  
Obese 4.7 6.6 5.2
 526 333 859
  
Total  % 100 100 100
 8960 4472 13432
  
  P= 0.0013
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in 
 twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.21   BMI by UK country at MCS3 
 
MCS3 country Normal Normal Overweight Overweight Obese Obese Total 
 % CI % CI % CI % 
England (n=9,597) 79.8 [78.9,80.6] 15.0 [14.3,15.8] 5.2 [4.7,5.7] 100
Wales (n=2,103) 77.3 [75.3,79.2] 17.3 [15.9,18.7] 5.4 [4.1,7.2] 100
Scotland (n=1,777) 79.5 [77.3,81.6] 15.1 [13.4,17.0] 5.4 [4.4,6.5] 100
Northern Ireland (n=1,510) 75.4 [73.0,77.6] 17.9 [15.8,20.1] 6.8 [5.7,8.0] 100
Total (n=14,987) 79.5 [78.7,80.2] 15.3 [14.6,16.0] 5.3 [4.8,5.7] 100

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.22: Overweight concern by parents and asthma incidence in Scotland 
 
 Normal Overweight Obese Total N 
MCS3 obesity flag % % % %  
Main respondent concerned about child’s weight 
Not concerned 81.6 58.5 36.7 75.7 1,360
Concerned 18.4 41.5 63.3 24.3 424
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,784

N 1,412 273 99 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 149.1468   

Design-based F(1.95  117.29) = 71.8371 Pr = 0.000   
Whether child ever had asthma  
Yes 10.2 13.5 (18.9) 11.2 207
No 89.8 86.5 81.1 88.8 1,571
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,778

N 1,408 272 98 1,778  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 8.5726   

Design-based F(2.00  119.87) = 4.6575 Pr = 0.011   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.23: Overweight concern by UK parents and asthma incidence 
 
 Normal Overweight Obese Total 
Main respondent concerned about child’s weight 

Weighted % 21.8 43.8 70.6 27.7
obs 2436 975 576 3987

Unweighted base 11718 2344 861 14923

 P= 0.0000
Child ever had Asthma  

Weighted % 14.0 15.4 17.4 14.4
obs 1708 391 161 2260

Unweighted base 11689 2331 859 14879

 P= 0.0090
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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 Table 9.24: Child’s general health by obesity in Scotland 
 
MCS3 obesity flag     
Child’s general level of health  Normal Overweight Obese Total N 
 % % % %  
... Excellent, 59.7 57.6 49.4 58.8 1,030
Very good, 28.7 29.0 33.4 29.0 527
Good, 9.0 (9.3) (9.7) 9.1 167
Fair, 2.4 (3.6) (6.8) 2.8 53
Or, poor? (0.2) (0.6) (0.8) (0.3) 7
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,784

N 1,412 273 99 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(8) = 10.7822   

Design-based F(6.64  398.36) = 1.4449 Pr = 0.189   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
Figure 9.4: UK Child’s general health by obesity 
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Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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 Table 9.25: Percent of MCS3 families choosing snack by BMI  in Scotland 
 
MCS3 obesity flag     
What child mainly eats between 
meals 

Normal Overweight Obese Total N 

 % % % %  
Crisps, sweets, biscuits and cake 35.4 33.4 32.4 35.0 552 
Cereal, bread, crackers 8.4 (7.1) 11.7 8.4 127 
Fruit and veg 43.8 46.8 36.5 43.9 674 
Yoghourt and dairy 11.3 (11.7) (16.7) 11.6 184 
Other (1.0) (1.0) (2.7) (1.1) 19 
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,556 

N 1,242 237 77 1,556  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(8) = 6.6922   

Design-based F(6.89  413.31) = 0.7807 Pr = 0.602   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
Table 9.26: Percent of MCS3 families choosing snack by BMI in UK 
 
   Normal Overweight Obese Total 
Crisps, sweets, 
chocolates, cake, % 

37.8 35.2 40.6 37.6

Obs 3919 715 291 4925
  
Cereal and starch,% 6.9 6.1 6.9 6.8
Obs 715 132 51 898
  
Fruit and veg % 43.3 45.6 35.5 43.3
Obs 4123 859 246 5228
  
Dairy % 10.0 11.0 14.6 10.4
Obs 1094 242 105 1441
  
Other % 1.9 2.1 (2.5) 2.0
Obs 192 42 16 250
  
Total % 100 100 100 100
Total, N 10043 1990 709 12742
 P= 0.0026
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.27: Percent of MCS families’ portions of fruit and BMI in Scotland 
 
MCS3 obesity flag     
How many portions of fruit per day Normal Overweight Obese Total N 
 % % % %  
None 4.0 (4.5) (5.8) 4.2 78
One 16.7 16.2 (18.3) 16.7 312
Two 25.5 27.9 (24.5) 25.8 467
Three or more 53.8 51.3 51.4 53.3 927
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,784

N 1,412 273 99 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(6) = 1.8232   

Design-based F(4.78  286.75) = 0.3307 Pr = 0.887   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
 
Table 9.28 Percent of MCS families’ portions of fruit and BMI in UK 
 
      Normal Overweight Obese Total
None  3.9 3.5 4.9 3.9
 499 93 44 636
   
One  15.0 13.6 17.7 15.0
 2091 380 175 2646
   
Two  27.2 26.5 29.2 27.2
 3340 649 260 4249
   
Three 
or more 

53.9 56.4 48.2 54

 5783 1222 382 7387
   
Total % 100 100 100 100
Total  11713 2344 861 14918
 P= 0.0279
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.29: Daily breakfast, lunch at school and BMI in Scotland 
 
MCS3 obesity flag     
 Normal Overweight Obese Total N 
 % % % %  
Eats breakfast daily 
Yes 93.6 89.0 91.6 92.8 1,642
No 6.4 (11.0) (8.4) 7.2 142
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,784

N 1,412 273 99 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 7.4338   

Design-based F(1.98  118.66) = 4.8977 Pr = 0.009   
Usually has midday meal provided by school  
Yes 40.5 42.5 52.5 41.4 720
No 59.5 57.5 47.5 58.6 981
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,701

N 1,341 266 94 1,701  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 5.1903   

Design-based F(1.84  110.41) = 2.5070 Pr = 0.091   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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 Table 9.30: Daily breakfast and parental employment in Scotland 
 

Combined labour market status of main and partner respondents 
Both 

employed 
Main 

employed 
Partner 

employed 
Neither 

employed 
Single 

employed 
Single 

not 
employed 

Total N 
Eats 
breakfast 
daily 

% % % % % % %  
Yes 95.0 93.3 93.3 84.3 90.0 87.5 92.7 1,661
No 5.0 (6.7) 6.7 (15.7) (10.0) 12.5 7.3 147
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,808

N 849 35 352 63 265 244 1,808
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(5) = 24.1117  

Design-based F(4.40  264.14) = 5.9850 Pr = 
0.000

 

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.31: Percent of families having daily breakfast, lunch at school and BMI 
in UK 
 
 Normal Overweight Obese Total 
Eats breakfast daily, % 93.6 90.7 87.6 92.8
Obs 11717 2345 861 14923
  
  P>F = 0.0000
Eats lunch at school,% 43.9 43.6 46.5 44.0
Obs 5535 1140 438 7113
  
Total % 100 100 100 100
Total obs 11569 2327 850 14746
 P= 0.4534
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
Table 9.32: Percent of families having daily breakfast by parental employment 
in UK 
 
 Both 

working 
Main 

working 
Partner 
working

Neither 
working

Working 
(single) 

Not 
working 
(single) 

Total 

Yes  94.9 90.7 93.4 87.4 90.8 85.6 92.8 
Obs 6511 335 3624 782 1072 1549 13873 
    
No  5.1 9.3 6.6 12.6 9.2 14.4 7.2 
Obs 403 32 316 133 120 272 1276 
    
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Obs  6914 367 3940 915 1192 1821 15149 
  P= 0.0000 
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
Table 9.33: Computer use: weekday hours and BMI in Scotland 
 
MCS3 obesity flag     
Weekday hours on 
computer 

Normal Overweight Obese Total N 

 % % % %  
None 32.4 33.1 (29.7) 32.3 578 
Less than 1 44.7 41.0 42.9 44.0 766 
1-3 19.6 24.8 (19.3) 20.4 378 
3+ 3.3 (1.1) (8.1) 3.3 61 
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,783 

N 1,412 273 98 1,783  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(6) = 14.5451   

Design-based F(5.05  302.74) = 2.7304 Pr = 0.019   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.34: Computer use: weekday hours and BMI in UK 
   Per cent 
Computer 
hours   

Normal Overweight Obese Total 

None  32.8 31.3 33.2 32.6
 3794 734 273 4801
   
Less than 1 46.1 45.4 40.6 45.7
 5173 1044 342 6559
   
1-3 hours 18.6 20.5 22.1 19.1
 2414 495 210 3119
   
3+ hours   2.5 2.8 4.1 2.7
 342 71 35 448
   
Total % 100 100 100 100
Total N 11723 2344 860 14927
 P>F = 0.0132
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.35: Child’s TV/DVD weekday hours at age 5 and BMI in Scotland 
 
MCS3 obesity flag  
Weekday TV or DVD 
viewing 

Normal Overweight Obese Total N 

 % % % %  
Less than 1 hour 23.6 21.4 (13.9) 22.7 395 
1-3 63.2 63.6 66.0 63.4 1,128 
3-5 8.0 (10.4) (11.3) 8.5 164 
5+ 5.3 (4.5) (8.9) 5.4 97 
Total % 100 100 100 100 1,784 

N 1,412 273 99 1,784  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(6) = 9.0956   

Design-based F(5.36  321.44) = 1.6170 Pr = 0.150   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.36: Child’s TV/DVD weekday hours at age 5 and BMI in UK 
   Per cents 
Viewing  Normal Overweight Obese Total 
Less 
than 1 

22.7 18.7 15.1 21.7

 2554 447 131 3132
   
1 to 3  63.6 65.7 65.9 64.1
 7453 1520 553 9526
   
3 to 5  8.7 10.2 12.7 9.1
 1127 266 118 1511
   
5+  5.0 5.4 6.3 5.1
 588 111 59 758
   
Total % 100 100 100 100
 11722 2344 861 14927
   
 P>F = 0.0000
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.37: Mother’s and child’s BMI by gender in Scotland 
 
 Child’s BMI: Girls Child’s BMI: Boys 
Mother’s BMI Normal   Overweight Obese Total% Normal  Overweight Obese Total%
Underweight (84.1) (15.9) (0) (100) (87.9) (12.1) (0) 100
N 16 4 0 20 10 2 0 12
         
Normal weight 84.9 11.2 (3.9) 100 88.9 8.4 (2.7) 100
N 339 48 17 404 392 40 13 445
         
Overweight 73.8 17.7 (8.5) 100 77.5 17.0 (5.4) 100
N 153 36 17 206 163 35 11 209
         
Obese 65.9 (24.4) (9.7) 100 79.2 (15.4) (5.3) 100
N 48 19 8 75 57 11 3 71
         
Morbidly 
obese 

(48.7) (34.6) (16.6) 100 (55.1) (28.5) (16.4) 100

N 15 10 6 31 16 9 5 30
         
Total 78.4 15.4 6.2 100 83.7 12.2 4.1 100
N 571 117 48 736 638 97 32 767
 chi2         =   36.9866  P = 0.0001 chi2         =   35.7242 P = 0.0001

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.38: Child’s BMI at age 5 by BMI at age 3 in Scotland 
 
 
 MCS 3    
MCS 2 Normal Overweight Obese Total N 
 % % % %  
Normal weight 91.3 (7.3) (1.4) 100 1,098 
Overweight 50.9 36.6 (12.5) 100 273 
Obese 31.7 32.5 (35.9) 100 90 
Total 80.2 14.2 (5.5) 100 1,461 

N 1,162 215 84 1,461  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 425.3034   

Design-based F(3.59  215.57) = 83.9862 Pr = 0.000   
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.39: BMI change age 3 to age 5 and daily breakfast in Scotland 
 
Eats breakfast 
daily 

Normal 
to 

normal 

Normal to 
overweight 

Normal 
to 

obese 

Overweight 
to 

overweight 

Overweight 
to obese 

Overweight 
to normal 

Obese 
to 

obese 

Obese to 
overweight 

Obese 
to 

normal 

Total N 

 % % % % % % % % % %  
Yes 94.3 81.8 90.6 96 97.8 93.7 88.7 (97.3) (94.5) 93.7 1,360 
No 5.7 (18.2) (9.4) (4.0) (2.2) (6.3) (11.3) (2.7) (5.5) 6.3 99 
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 1,459 

N 995 84 18 101 35 136 31 29 30 1,459  
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(8) = 23.9305         

Design-based 
F(7.20 

 432.27) = 3.4844 Pr = 0.001         

Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.40: UK mother’s and child’s BMI by gender 
 

Child’s BMI : Girls Child’s BMI : Boys Mother’s 
BMI      Normal Overweight Obese Total, 

girls 
Normal Overweight Obese Total, 

boys 

Underweight 91.4 (8.1) (0.5) 100 89.4 (6.6) (4.0) 100
 143 17 2 162 137 11 5 153
   
Normal weight 84.0 1.0 3.0 100 86.1 10.7 3.2 100
 2758 459 108 3325 2961 389 123 3473
   6
Overweight  73.3 19.7 7.0 100 78.9 16.2 4.9 100
 1213 332 132 1677 1310 272 93 1675
   
Obese  64.5 24.9 10.6 100 73.7 17.4 8.9 100
 435 159 69 663 543 125 67 735
   
Morbidly 
obese 

61.9 27.0 11.2 100 67.8 18.3 13.9 100

 201 93 49 343 227 62 46 335
   
Total 78.2 16.6 5.2 100 82.1 13.1 4.8 100
N 4750 1060 360 6170 5178 859 334 6371
   P = 0.0000  P = 0.0000
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
 
 
 
Table 9.41: UK child’s BMI at age 5 by BMI at age 3 
 
 MCS 3 
MCS 2       Normal Overweight Obese Total % 
Normal 91.2 7.6 1.2 100
 8729 768 138 9635
Overweight 45.7 44.4 9.9 100
 1026 980 246 2252
Obese 20.1 32.8 47.1 100
 153 234 316 703
Total    
% 79.6 15.4 5.1 100
 9908 1982 700 12590
 P=0.0000
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 9.42: BMI change age 3 to age 5 and Daily Breakfast in UK 
 
Breakfast MCS 3 Normal 

to 
normal 

Normal to 
overweight

Normal 
to 

obese 

Overweight 
to 

overweight 

Overweight 
to obese 

Overweight 
to normal 

Obese 
to 

obese 

Obese to 
overweight

Obese 
to 

normal 

Total 

Yes 93.9 89.4 87.3 92.2 91.5 94.2 85.5 92.7 93.6 93.2
No 6.1 10.6 (12.7) 7.8 (8.5) 5.8 14.5 (7.3) (6.4) 6.8
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
Obs 8695 766 136 978 246 1021 316 232 152 12542
 P = 0.0000
Sample: all MCS3 main respondents (excluding second and third children in twin and triplet families).  
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Table 10.1:  Mothers’ and fathers’ general health fair or poor by country 
 

Mother's general self 
reported health 

Father's general self 
reported health 

 % 

Observed 
sample 

numbers % 

Observed 
Sample 

numbers 
Country            [95% CI]              [95% CI] 
England 14.0 [13.0,15.0] 11.2 [10.2,12.2]
Wales 13.6 [12.0,15.2] 9.4 [7.6,11.1]
Scotland 12.4 [10.4,14.4] 10.1 [8.0,12.2]
Northern Ireland 12.5 [10.3,14.7] 9.5 [7.6,11.5]

Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners at MCS1.  
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Table 10.2:  Mothers’ and fathers’ general health fair or poor in Scotland 
 

Mother's general self 
reported health 

Father's general self 
reported health 

 % 

Observed 
sample 

numbers % 

Observed 
Sample 

numbers 
Age 
Under 25 (8.6) 127 (26.0) 19
25 to 29 17.4 285 (19.7) 115
30 to 34 12.4 432 (7.5) 247
35 to 39 11.2 573 7.8 430
40 and over 11.2 362 10.3 451
Total 12.4 1779 10.1 1262 
Uncorrected   Chi2(4)=10.3934, P=0.0931 Chi2(4)=23.2417, P=0.0071 
Employment 
Both partners employed 6.3 930 8.0 826
Main employed, partner not employed (6.3) 31 (50.5) 31
Partner employed, main not employed 16.1 415 (8.4) 343
Neither employed (28.5) 74 (27.4) 62
Lone parent employed (8.5) 155 . .
Lone parent not employed 29.8 173 . .
Total 12.4 1778 10.1 1262 
Uncorrected   Chi2(5)=113, P<0.001 Chi2(3)=81.3551, P<0.001 
Education level 
NVQ 1 (28.2) 67 (5.9) 36
NVQ 2 17.6 424 13.1 302
NVQ 3 9.8 367 (10.3) 238
NVQ 4 (5.7) 569 (4.9) 345
NVQ 5 (2.6) 156 (8.2) 164
Other/overseas qualifications (14.0) 30 (9.3) 30
None of the above 26.3 164 (23.0) 108
Total 12.4 1777 10.2 1223 
Uncorrected   Chi2(6)=98, P<0.001 Chi2(6)=35, P<0.001 
Family type 
Married natural parents 8.4 1,090 8.1 965
Cohabiting natural parents 16.4 361 16.4 296
Lone natural mother 20.3 328  .
Total 12.4 1,779 10.1 1,261 
Uncorrected   Chi2(2)=98, P<0.001 Chi2(1)=18, P=0.0019 

Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at 
MCS1.  
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Table 10.3: UK mothers’ general health fair or poor 
 
 Observed sample n Per cent

Age 
Overall 14,754 13.8
Under 25 1,063 19.0
25 to 29 2,570 17.6
30 to 34 4,018 13.6
35 to 39 4,483 10.5
40 and over 2,620 14.1

F = 16.66, P<0.001  
 Observed sample nos Per cent

Country 
England 9,328 14.0
Wales 2,142 13.6
Scotland 1,779 12.4
N. Ireland 1,505 12.5

F = 1.04, P = 0.374
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,822 8.8
Main employed, partner not employed 256 (12.6)
Partner employed, main not employed 3,880 14.4

Neither employed 853 29.9

Lone parent employed 1,153 13.2

Lone parent not employed 1,781 26.0

F = 85.16, P<0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,110 17.8

NVQ 2 4,040 15.4

NVQ 3 2,185 11.4

NVQ 4 3,984 8.8

NVQ 5 1,125 7.1

Other/overseas qualifications 428 19.3

None of the above 1,856 25.7

F = 47.79, P<0.001  
 Observed sample nos Per cent

Family Type 
Married natural parents 9,090 10.6

Cohabiting natural parents 2,727 16.7

Lone natural mother 2,934 20.8

F = 76.05, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who 
were main respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for 
analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.4: UK fathers’ general health fair or poor 
 
 Observed sample nos Per cent

Age 
Overall 10,205 11.0
Under 25 169 (15.5)
25 to 29 920 15.0
30 to 34 2,176 11.0
35 to 39 3,458 8.8
40 and over 3,480 11.9

F = 6.60, P<0.001  
Country 
England 6,448 11.2
Wales 1,488 9.4
Scotland 1,262 10.1
N. Ireland 1,007 9.5

F = 1.45, P<0.001  
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,084 8.2
Main employed, partner not employed 256 28.3
Partner employed, main not employed 3,180 9.7

Neither employed 685 38.3

F = 141.63, P <0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 592 13.4
NVQ 2 2,565 12.8
NVQ 3 1,509 9.3
NVQ 4 2,637 6.9
NVQ 5 1,168 5.3
Other/overseas qualifications 414 21.0

None of the above 1,046 21.9

F = 31.35, P<0.001  
Family Type 
Married natural parents 7,974 9.6

Cohabiting natural parents 2,211 15.5

F = 65.18, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays 
unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was 
used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.5: Mothers’ and fathers’ longstanding illness in Scotland 
 

Any longstanding illness 
 Mothers Fathers 
 % N. % N. 
Age 
Under 25 (21.1) 127 (17.1) 19 
25 to 29 27.0 285 (23.3) 115 
30 to 34 27.4 432 17.2 247 
35 to 39 23.0 572 21.0 429 
40 and over 25.5 362 23.9 451 
Total 25.1 1778 21.4 1261 
Uncorrected   Chi2(4)=4.5, P=0.3678 Chi2(4)=4.8, P=03574 

Country  [95% CI]  [95% CI] 
England 23.9 [22.9,24.9] 24.3 [23.0,25.6] 
Wales 26.1 [23.6,28.5] 24.4 [22.3,26.5] 
Scotland 25.1 [22.7,27.5] 21.4 [18.8,24.0] 
Northern Ireland 23.4 [20.9,26.0] 20.9 [17.7,24.1] 

Employment 
Both partners employed 19.8 929 20.5 825 
Main employed, partner not employed (33.0) 31 (46.8) 31 
Partner employed, main not employed 27.1 415 18.3 343 
Neither employed 46.0 74 (37.6) 62 
Lone parent employed 22.0 155 . . 
Lone parent not employed 38.2 173 . . 
Total 25.1 1777 21.4 1261 
Uncorrected   Chi2(5)=52, P<0.001 Chi2(3)=24, P=0.002 

Education level 
NVQ 1 (39.4) 67 (26.1) 36 
NVQ 2 28.7 424 22.9 301 
NVQ 3 21.7 367 19.0 238 
NVQ 4 21.4 568 18.7 345 
NVQ 5 16.9 156 20.1 164 
Other/overseas qualifications (31.5) 30 (32.2) 30 
None of the above 33.9 164 (27.4) 108 
Total 25.0 1776 21.3 1222 
Uncorrected   Chi2(6)=31, P=0.0007 Chi2(6)=, P=0.1228 

Family type 
Married natural parents 22.2 1089 21.2 964 
Cohabiting natural parents 28.2 361 22.0 296 
Lone natural mother 30.9 328   
Total 25.1 1778 21.4 1260 
Uncorrected   Chi2()=, P<0.001 Chi2()=, P<0.001 

Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at 
MCS1. 
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Table 10.6:  UK mothers’ longstanding illness 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

Age 
Overall 14,752 24.1 
Under 25 1,063 20.4 
25 to 29 2,571 24.6 
30 to 34 4,017 22.7 
35 to 39 4,481 23.6 
40 and over 2,620 27.9 

F = 6.70, P<0.001  
Country 
England 9,326 23.9 
Wales 2,142 26.1 
Scotland 1,778 25.1 
N. Ireland 1,506 23.4 

F = 1.21, P = 0.374
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,821 21.2 
Main employed, partner 
not employed 

256 30.7 

Partner employed, main 
not employed 

3,880 24.5 

Neither employed 851 35.4 

Lone parent employed 1,153 22.3 
Lone parent not 
employed 

1,782 30.3 

F = 133.31, P<0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,110 24.6 

NVQ 2 4,041 24.8 

NVQ 3 2,185 22.9 

NVQ 4 3,982 22.9 

NVQ 5 1,125 20.7 
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

428 24.7 

None of the above 1,855 28.2 

 F = 3.53, P = 0.002
Family Type 
Married natural parents 9,088 22.6 
Cohabiting natural 
parents 

2,726 25.9 

Lone mothers 2,935 27.0 

F = 30.72, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of step-mothers and foster mothers) who were main 
respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by 
country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit non-response weights were also used. 
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Table 10.7: UK fathers’ longstanding illness 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

Age 
Overall 10,200 23.9
Under 25 169 21.3
25 to 29 920 24.5
30 to 34 2,175 22.3
35 to 39 3,454 21.0
40 and over 3,480 27.7

F = 7.15, P<0.001  
Country 
England 6,445 24.3
Wales 1,487 24.4
Scotland 1,261 21.4
N. Ireland 1,007 20.9

F = 2.46, P = 0.065
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 

6,081 21.3

Main employed, 
partner not employed 

256 42.4

Partner employed, 
main not employed 

3,180 21.6

Neither employed 683 55.5

 F = 94.03, P <0.001  

 Observed 
sample nos 

Per cent 

Education Level 
NVQ 1 593 24.0
NVQ 2 2,564 25.1
NVQ 3 1,509 21.8
NVQ 4 2,634 22.6
NVQ 5 1,168 22.1
Other/ 
overseas 
qualifications 

414 25.3

None of the above 1,044 30.7

 F = 4.62, P = 0.002
Family Type 
Married natural 
parents 

7,970 23.3

Cohabiting natural 
parents 

2,210 26.0

 F = 4.33, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays unweighted 
observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other 
analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.8: Mothers’ and fathers smoking by country 
 

Mothers Fathers 
 

% non-smoker 
% smoking 10+ cigarettes per day 

inc roll-ups % non-smoker 
%  smoking 10+ cigarettes per day 

inc roll-ups 
Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 
 
N=9327 

73.0 [71.4,74.5] 17.3 [16.0,18.6] 70.8 [69.4,72.2] 19.6 [18.3,20.9] 

Wales 
 
N=2142 

66.2 [62.5,69.9] 23.0 [19.8,26.1] 69.3 [66.3,72.2] 22.0 [19.4,24.6] 

Scotland 
 
N=1779 

69.7 [66.6,72.7] 21.6 [18.6,24.6] 67.8 [64.2,71.3] 25.5 [21.7,29.2] 

Northern 
Ireland 
 
N=1506 

67.0 [63.4,70.6] 24.5 [21.4,27.6] 71.1 [67.4,74.7] 23.3 [19.7,26.8] 

Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners. 
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Table 10.9   Mothers’ and fathers’ smoking in Scotland 
 

 Mothers Fathers 

 

Observed 
sample 
numbers 

% non-
smoker 

% smoking 
10+ 
cigarettes 
per day inc 
roll-ups 

Observed 
sample 
numbers 

% non-
smoker 

%  smoking 
10+ 
cigarettes 
per day inc 
roll-ups 

Age  
Under 25 127 42.0 45.0 19 (53.2) (30.8)

25 to 29 285 57.3 34.2 115 34.6 59.3

30 to 34 432 67.8 22.3 247 64.0 28.7

35 to 39 573 78.5 13.0 430 73.5 19.3

40 and over 362 80.8 13.5 451 74.9 19.4

Total 1779 69.7 21.7 1262 67.8 25.5

  P<0.001 P<0.001  P<0.001 P<0.001
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 930 79.7 12.2 826 73.7 19.0
Main employed, 
partner not employed 31 (65.5) (21.3) 31 (44.6) (50.4)
Partner employed, 
main not employed 415 70.1 21.4 343 65.6 28.5
Neither employed 74 40.2 59.0 62 (18.5) 76.7

Lone parent employed 155 57.2 33.1 . . .
Lone parent not 
employed 173 44.1 42.2 . .

.

Total 1778 69.7 21.7 1262 67.8 25.5

  P<0.001 P<0.001  P<0.001 P<0.001
Education level 
NVQ 1 67 54.5 (35.1) 36 (45.7) (43.8)

NVQ 2 424 58.9 31.3 302 57.3 32.2

NVQ 3 367 72.0 18.3 238 67.6 27.2

NVQ 4 569 84.6 8.1 345 84.1 10.9

NVQ 5 156 84.5 8.2 164 83.1 9.8
Other/overseas 
qualifications 30 (58.1) (33.7) 30 (60.1) (38.3)
None of the above 164 41.5 49.8 108 40.9 56.1

Total 1777 69.6 21.7 1223 68.4 25.0

  P<0.001 P<0.001  P<0.001 P<0.001
Family type 
Married natural 
parents 1090 81.6 12.0 965 75.4 19.0
Cohabiting natural 
parents 361 53.4 34.4 296 43.8 46.0
Lone natural mother 328 49.9 38.1  
Total 1779 69.7 21.7 1261 67.8 25.5
  P<0.001 P<0.001  P<0.001 P<0.001

Sample All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at 
MCS1. 
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Table 10.10: UK mothers’ smoking 

 
Observed 

sample nos 
 

Per cent 
Non-Smoker 

Per cent 
10+ Cigarettes Per 

Day inc roll-ups 
Age 
Overall 14,754 72.1 18.3 
Under 25 1,063 43.0 39.7 
25 to 29 2,570 57.2 29.4 
30 to 34 4,018 72.3 17.9 
35 to 39 4,483 79.7 12.5 
40 and over 2,620 83.8 10.4 

F = 180.51, P<0.001 F = 134.78, P<0.001 
Country 
England 9,327 73.0 17.3 
Wales 2,142 66.3 23.0 
Scotland 1,779 69.7 21.7 
N. Ireland 1,506 66.9 24.6 

F = 59.37, P<0.001 F = 9.53, P<0.001 
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,822 81.7 10.3 
Main employed, partner not 
employed 

256 68.4 22.5 

Partner employed, main not 
employed 

3,880 76.5 15.7 

Neither employed 853 53.7 37.1 

Lone parent employed 1,153 56.8 26.0 

Lone parent not employed 1,781 42.1 42.6 

F = 188.16, P<0.001 F = 172.86, P<0.001 
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,110 56.1 33.1 
NVQ 2 4,041 65.0 23 
NVQ 3 2,185 74.4 15.1 
NVQ 4 3,984 86.3 6.9 
NVQ 5 1,125 87.6 6.3 
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

428 72.0 19.9 

None of the above 1,855 51.9 37.1 
F = 128.22, 

P<0.001  F = 122.57, P<0.001  

Family Type 
Married natural parents 9,090 84.4 9.2 

Cohabiting natural parents 2,727 57.5 29.4 

Lone natural mother 2,934 48.2 35.8 

F = 575.6,P<0.001  F = 434.82, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of step-mothers and foster mothers) who were main 
respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by 
country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit non-response weights were also used. 
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Table 10.11: UK fathers’ smoking 
 

 
Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

Non-Smoker 
Per cent 

10+ Cigarettes Per 
Day inc roll ups 

Age 
Overall 10,205 70.5 20.4 
Under 25 169 41.2 44.0 
25 to 29 920 44.9 40.5 
30 to 34 2,175 64.1 25.0 
35 to 39 3,458 76.5 15.7 
40 and over 3,481 75.9 16.3 

F = 92.04, 
P<0.001  F = 72.28, P<0.001  

Country 
England 6,448 70.9 19.6 
Wales 1,488 69.3 22.0 
Scotland 1,262 67.8 25.5 
N. Ireland 1007 71.0 23.3 

F = 1.08, 
P<0.001  F = 4.54, P<0.001  

Employment 
Both partners employed 6,083 75.4 16.0 
Main employed, partner 
not employed 

256 54.2 30.3 

Partner employed, main 
not employed 

3,181 68.5 22.5 

Neither employed 685 36.8 50.3 
F = 111.87, P 

<0.001  F = 107.14, P <0.001  

Education Level 
NVQ 1 593 62.4 29.8 

NVQ 2 2,565 63.9 26.2 

NVQ 3 1,509 70.4 20.8 

NVQ 4 2,637 82.2 9.8 

NVQ 5 1,168 84.9 7.7 
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

413 63.6 25.9 

None of the above 1,046 46.4 40.6 

 F =  77.16, 
P<0.001  F = 75.32, P<0.001  

Family Type 
Married natural parents 7,973 76.2 15.8 
Cohabiting natural 
parents 

2,212 50.9 36.0 

F = 501.01, 
P<0.001  F = 391.73, P<0.001  

Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays  unweighted 
observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other 
analyses. Unit non-response weights were also used. 
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Table 10.12:   Mothers’ and fathers’ frequency of alcohol use, UK country  
 

Mothers Fathers 

% Never 

Per cent 
5 times + 
per week % Never 

Per cent 
5 times + 
per week 

Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 
 
N=9325 

18.7 [16.8,20.6] 8.6 [7.6,9.6] 10.8 [9.0,12.5] 17.4 [15.9,18.9]

Wales 
 
N=2142 

13.7 [12.0,15.4] 5.9 [4.3,7.5] 7.7 [6.2,9.2] 16.7 [14.4,18.9]

Scotland 
 
N=1779 

13.0 [11.1,14.9] 4.3 [3.1,5.6] 7.7 [5.7,9.7] 10.6 [8.4,12.8]

Northern Ireland 
 
N=1506 

16.0 [13.8,18.2] 1.8 [1.1,2.5] 9.8 [7.7,12.0] 3.7 [2.6,4.8]

Sample: All MCS3 mothers/partners who were main respondents and fathers who were partners. 
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Table 10.13   Mothers’ and fathers’ frequency of alcohol use in Scotland 
  

 Mothers’ Fathers’ 

 N 
% 

Never 

Per cent 
5 times 

+ 
per 

week N 
% 

Never 

Per cent 
5 times 

+ 
per 

week 
Age 
Under 25 127 (13.1) (1.1) 19 (5.0) (3.2)

25 to 29 285 17.3 (1.8) 115 (12.5) (4.8)

30 to 34 432 15.2 (2.8) 247 (11.1) (5.8)

35 to 39 573 10.9 5.8 429 6.5 12.1

40 and over 362 9.4 (7.5) 451 (5.5) 14.1

Total 1779 13.0 4.3 1261 7.7 10.6

 P<0.001 P=0.0019

Employment 
Both partners employed 930 8.5 5.9 826 5.4 12.6
Main employed, partner not 
employed 31 (21.5) (3.0) 31

 
(7.6)

Partner employed, main not 
employed 415 16.7 (3.4) 342

 
9.6 7.9

Neither employed 74 (30.1) (0.7) 62 (28.1) (2.9)

Lone parent employed 155 (10.8) (2.5)  

Lone parent not employed 173 (19.3) (2.3)  

Total 1778 13.0 4.3 1261 7.7 10.6

 P<0.001 P=0.0002

Education level 
NVQ 1 67 (24.4) (5.0) 36 (12.9) (4.4)

NVQ 2 424 14.4 (1.7) 302 (7.5) (4.6)

NVQ 3 367 9.9 (1.3) 238 (6.7) (10.5)

NVQ 4 569 10.1 8.4 345 (4.9) 14.8

NVQ 5 156 (7.9) (8.4) 164 (5.1) (19.1)

Other/overseas qualifications 30 (18.2) (8.6) 30 (22.5) (6.6)

None of the above 164 23.6 (0.3) 107 (16.1) (8.2)

Total 1777 13.0 4.3 1222 7.6 10.8

 P<0.001 P<0.001 

Family type 
Married natural parents 1090 11.6 5.6 964 7.0 11.5

Cohabiting natural parents 361 14.6 (2.4) 296 9.8 7.8

Lone natural mother 328 15.5 (2.4)  

Total 1779 13.0 4.3 1260 7.7 10.6

 P<0.001 P=0.488
Sample: All MCS3 mothers/fathers who were partners in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 10.14: UK mothers’ frequency of alcohol use 

 
Observed 

sample nos 
 

Per cent 
Never 

Per cent 
5 times +  
per week 

Age 
Overall 14,752 17.9 7.8
Under 25 1,063 19.0 1.2
25 to 29 2,570 24.9 3.1
30 to 34 4,018 19.9 5.2
35 to 39 4,482 14.1 10.9
40 and over 2,619 14.4 13.3

F = 30.3817, P<0.001  
Country 
England 9,325 18.7 8.6
Wales 2,142 13.7 5.9
Scotland 1,779 13.0 4.3
N. Ireland 1,506 16.0 1.8

F = 11.92, P<0.001  
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,822 11.0 9.4
Main employed, partner 
not employed 

256 18.6 (9.3)

Partner employed, main 
not employed 3,879 25.3 7.6

Neither employed 853 40.6 (3.0)

Lone parent employed 1,153 9.2 7.9
Lone parent not 
employed 

1,780 25.0 3.3

F = 32.73, P<0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,110 20.8 4.4
NVQ 2 4,040 15.2 6.4
NVQ 3 2,185 14.2 7.6
NVQ 4 3,984 12.1 11.2
NVQ 5 1,125 12.5 13.0
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

428 47.4 (5.2)

None of the above 1,854 38.8 2.2

F = 35.15, P<0.001  
Family Type 
Married natural parents 9,089 18.2 8.9
Cohabiting natural 
parents 

2,727 16.0 7.1

Lone natural mother 2,933 18.4 5.2

F = 11.76, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who 
were main respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for 
analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.15:  UK fathers’ frequency of alcohol use 
 

 
Observed 

sample 
nos 

Per cent 
Never 

Per cent 
5 times +  
per week 

Age 
Overall 10,203 10.3 16.2
Under 25 169 (11.2) (9.1)
25 to 29 920 15.9 8.9
30 to 34 2,174 12.1 12.3
35 to 39 3,457 9.1 15.8
40 and over 3,481 9.0 21.0

F = 9.33, P<0.001  
Country 
England 6,448 10.7 17.4
Wales 1,487 7.7 16.7
Scotland 1,261 7.7 10.6
N. Ireland 1007 9.8 3.7

F = 12.68, P<0.001  
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 6,082 5.7 17.2

Main employed, 
partner not employed 256 (12.7) 17.1

Partner employed, 
main not employed 3,180 14.8 15.8

Neither employed 685 33.2 8.4
F = 37.13, P <0.001  

Education Level 
NVQ 1 593 11.6 14.7
NVQ 2 2,565 7.9 12.5
NVQ 3 1,509 7.3 16.5
NVQ 4 2,636 6.1 19.8
NVQ 5 1,168 9.5 22.6
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 413 27.9 10.6

None of the above 1,045 26.1 12.0
F = 22.10, P<0.001  

Family Type 
Married natural 
parents 7,971 10.8 16.4

Cohabiting natural 
parents 2,212 8.7 15.8

F = 7.47, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays unweighted 
observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other 
analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.16: Mothers’ and father’s drug use in the previous year in Scotland 

 Mothers Fathers 

 
Observed 
numbers Percent 

Observed 
numbers Percent 

Age 
Under 25 126 (13.3) 19 (19.9) 

25 to 29 282 (10.6) 113 (25.9) 

30 to 34 429 (4.7) 244 15.7 

35 to 39 568 (4.0) 424 7.6 

40 and over 357 (1.6) 445 (6.6) 

Total 1762 5.6 1245 11.0 

 P<0.001 P<0.001 
Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 4.7 [4.1,5.2] 9.2 [8.3,10.2] 
Wales 3.5 [2.8,4.2] 9.2 [7.6,10.8] 
Scotland 5.6 [4.1,7.1] 11.0 [9.0,12.9] 
Northern Ireland 1.9 [1.0,2.7] 4.7 [3.1,6.3] 
Employment 

Both partners employed 925 2.8 819 
 

9.9 
Main employed, partner not 
employed 31 (16.4) 28 

 
(24.6) 

Partner employed, main not 
employed 411 (5.4) 336 

 
(7.0) 

Neither employed 74 (16.3) 62 39.6 

Lone parent employed 155 (10.7)   

Lone parent not employed 165 (9.2)   
Total 1761 5.6 1245 11.0 
 P<0.001 P<0.001 
Education leveL 
NVQ 1 67 (9.4) 35 (22.2) 

NVQ 2 421 (6.2) 296 (12.7) 

NVQ 3 364 (4.2) 237 (8.1) 

NVQ 4 566 (4.1) 344 (6.5) 

NVQ 5 156 (5.1) 163 (8.1) 

Other/overseas qualifications 29 (10.1) 28 (26.6) 

Non of the above 157 (9.9) 104 (22.2) 

Total 1760 5.6 1207 10.9 

 P=0.2664 P=0.4895 
Family type 
Married natural parents 1082 2.6 954 7.0 

Cohabiting natural parents 360 10.4 290 23.6 

Lone natural mother 320 9.9 . . 

Total 1762 5.6  1244 11.0 
 P<0.001 P<0.001 

Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners. 
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Table 10.17: UK mothers’ drug use in previous year 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

 
Age 
Overall 14,010 4.6
Under 25 1,026 8.6
25 to 29 2,421 7.9
30 to 34 3,807 4.7
35 to 39 4,285 3.2
40 and over 2,471 2.2

F = 16.16, P< 0.001  
Country 
England 8,678 4.6
Wales 2,123 3.5
Scotland 1,762 5.6
N. Ireland 1,447 1.9

F = 4.95, P = 0.374
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,721 3.3
Main employed, partner not 
employed 250 (4.1)
Partner employed, main 
not employed 3,557 3.6
Neither employed 720 8.9

Lone parent employed 1,140 8.1

Lone parent not employed 1,616 7.9

F =  18.15, P< 0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,075 5.2
NVQ 2 3,956 4.8
NVQ 3 2,132 4.7
NVQ 4 3,926 4.1
NVQ 5 1,111 4.4
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 329 (4.8)
None of the above 1,462 4.9

F = 3.90, P< 0.001  
Family Type 

Married natural parents 8,581 2.4
Cohabiting natural parents 2,671 8.1

Lone natural mother 2,756 8.0

F = 56.82, P< 0.001  
Sample All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who 
were main respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for 
analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.18: UK fathers’ drug use in previous year 

 Observed sample n Per cent 
Age 
Overall 9,785 9.2 
Under 25 165 20.6 
25 to 29 870 20.4 
30 to 34 2,079 12.2 
35 to 39 3,345 7.6 
40 and over 3,325 5.9 

F = 29.67, P< 0.001  
Country 
England 6,104 9.2 
Wales 1,461 9.2 
Scotland 1,245 11.0 
N. Ireland 975 4.7 

F = 4.61, P = 0.374 
Employment 
Both partners employed 5,999 8.0 
Main employed, partner not employed 237 (17.0) 
Partner employed, main not employed 2,968 9.0 
Neither employed 581 20.9 

F =  18.15, P <0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 561 11.8 
NVQ 2 2,506 11.0 
NVQ 3 1,484 9.5 
NVQ 4 2,619 6.3 
NVQ 5 1,152 6.1 
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

357 12.0 

None of the above 856 13.4 
 F = 7.57, P< 0.001  
Family Type 
Married natural parents 7,619 6.6 
Cohabiting natural parents 2,150 18.3 
 F = 117.80, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays unweighted 
observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other 
analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.19: Fathers’ and mothers’ diagnosed depression and serious anxiety by country 
 

Mothers Fathers 

Ever diagnosed and not 
currently being treated 

Ever diagnosed and 
currently being 

treated 
Ever diagnosed and not 
currently being treated 

Ever diagnosed and 
currently being 

treated 
Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 
 
N=9340 

31.5 [30.1,32.8] 7.4 [6.7,8.2] 11.6 [10..4,12.6] 3.1 [2.7,3.5]

Wales 
 
N=2154 

32.4 [30.1,34.8] 10.2 [8.9,11.4] 11.1 [9.1,13.6] 3.9 [3.1,4.8]

Scotland 
 
N=1780 

34.1 [32.2,36.0] 9.8 [8.2,11.4] 9.7 [7.8,12.0] 4.3 [3.3,5.6]

Northern Ireland 
 
N=1506 

28.5 [25.7,31.3] 11.8 [10.0,13.5] 9.4 [7.8,11.4] 3.5 [2.5,5.0]

Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners. 
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Table 10.20: Fathers’ and mothers’ diagnosed depression and serious anxiety 
in Scotland 
 Mothers Fathers 

 

Observed 
sample 
numbers 

% ever Rx 
and Not 
currently 
being 
treated 

% ever Rx 
and 
Currently 
being 
treated 

Observed 
sample 
numbers 

% ever 
Rx and 
Not 
currently 
being 
treated 

% ever Rx 
and 
Currently 
being 
treated 

Age 
Under 25 127 39.8 (7.9) 20 (12.6) (5.3)

25 to 29 286 40.6 14.3 115 (11.2) (12.4)

30 to 34 432 37.6 (8.1) 249 (10.6) (2.5)

35 to 39 573 29.0 8.5 432 9.2 (4.3)

40 and over 362 29.5 10.7 453 9.0 (2.9)

Total 1780 34.1 9.8 1269 9.7 4.3

  P=0.0005  P=0.1978
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 930 29.4 5.2 828 9.0 (1.9)
Main employed, 
partner not employed 31 (52.2) (5.8) 31 (21.3) (26.6)
Partner employed, 
main not employed 416 34.3 11.2 347 (8.6) (3.6)
Neither employed 74 (41.3) (19.0) 63 (18.1) (26.8)
Lone parent 
employed 155 39.3 (13.9) . 

. .

Lone parent not 
employed 173 46.2 20.9 . . .
Total 1779 34.1 9.7 1269 9.7 4.3

  P<0.001  P<0.001
Education level 
NVQ 1 67 (37.3) (12.9) 37 (13.0) (9.3)

NVQ 2 424 34.7 13.7 304 (11.9) (5.4)

NVQ 3 367 33.7 9.1 239 (11.9) (3.1)

NVQ 4 569 30.3 (4.9) 346 (6.0) (2.1)

NVQ 5 156 28.8 (5.1) 164 (7.9) (1.3)
Other/overseas 
qualifications 30 (35.4) (12.9) 30 (10.2) (3.7)
None of the above 165 48.6 (17.7) 109 11.4 14.1

Total 1778 34.2 9.7 1229 9.7 4.4

  P<0.001  P=0.0018
Family type 
Married natural 
parents 1090 28.7 7.2 967 8.7 3.6
Cohabiting natural 
parents 362 41.5 (9.8) 301 12.7 (6.5)
Lone natural mother 328 43.1 17.7  
Total 1780 34.1 9.8 1268 9.7 4.3

  P<0.001  P=0.0130 
Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 10.21: UK Mothers’ diagnosed depression or serious anxiety 
 
 Observed 

sample 
numbers 

 

Per cent 
Ever            

Diagnosed, Not 
Currently 

Being Treated† 

Per cent 
Ever Diagnosed 

& Currently 
Being Treated† 

Age 
Overall 14,771 31.6 8.0 
Under 25 1,064 39.4 9.5 
25 to 29 2,578 37.7 9.5 
30 to 34 4,019 33.2 8.5 
35 to 39 4,487 27.7 6.8 
40 and over 2,623 27.4 7.1 

 P< 0.001 
Country 
England 9,340 31.5 7.4 
Wales 2,145 32.4 10.2 
Scotland 1,780 34.1 9.8 
N. Ireland 1,506 28.5 11.8 

 P< 0.001 
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,823 27.1 4.9 
Main employed, partner not employed 256 38.2 (6.4) 
Partner employed, main not employed 3,883 30.3 8.3 
Neither employed 854 35.9 14.5 
Lone parent employed 1,153 40.6 10.4 
Lone parent not employed 1,783 43.5 15.4 

 P< 0.001 
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,113 37.7 10.5 
NVQ 2 4,042 35.5 9.6 
NVQ 3 2,190 30.2 8.0 
NVQ 4 3,984 26.7 5.3 
NVQ 5 1,125 24.0 4.1 
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

428 30.8 (6.8) 
 

None of the above 1,862 37.3 11.3 
 P< 0.001 

Family Type 
Married natural parents 9,093 26.5 6.1 
Cohabiting natural parents 2,728 36.7 8.3 
Lone natural mother 2,936 42.3 13.3 

 P< 0.001 
† Groups are mutually exclusive. 
Sample:: All MCS3 mothers (including a few adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who were main 
respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and weighted percentages. Unit non-response weights 
(Wave 2) used. 
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Table 10.22: Mothers’ and fathers’ psychological distress by country  
 

Mothers 
None or low Medium High 

 
 
Country 

% [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 
 
N=8685 

67.0 [65.8,68.2] 29.7 [28.6,30.9] 3.3 [2.8,3.7]

Wales 
 
N=2123 

67.2 [64.7,69.7] 29.1 [26.6,31.6] 3.7 [3.0,4.4]

Scotland 
 
N=1762 

72.0 [69.6,74.5] 24.2 [22.1,26.2] 3.8 [2.9,4.7]

Northern Ireland 
 
N=1449 

72.4 [69.9,74.9] 24.7 [22.1,27.4] 2.8 [1.8,3.8]

 Fathers 
England 
 
N=8685 

68.1 [66.8,69.4] 29.7 [28.4,30.9] 2.3 [1.9,2.7]

Wales 
 
N=2123 

68.3 [65.0,71.5] 30.0 [26.6,33.3] 1.8 [1.2,2.4]

Scotland 
 
N=1762 

73.0 [70.6,75.3] 25.2 [23.0,27.4] 1.8 [1.0,2.6]

Northern Ireland 
 
N=1449 

71.7 [69.3,74.1] 26.8 [24.2,29.4] 1.5 [0.7,2.3]

 
Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners. 



 181 

Table 10.23: Mothers’ and fathers’ psychological distress in Scotland 
 
 Mothers Fathers 

 Observed
No or 
low 

Medium High 
Observed

No or 
low 

Medium High 

 No. % % % No. % % % 
Age 
Under 25 126 73.3 (19.1) (7.6) 19 (70.1) (25.6) (4.3)

25 to 29 282 65.7 28.4 (6.0) 113 71.6 (25.2) (3.1)

30 to 34 429 75.1 21.7 (3.2) 244 77.3 20.4 (2.3)

35 to 39 568 70.3 27.1 (2.6) 425 68.9 29.5 (1.7)

40 and over 357 76.1 20.9 (3.0) 445 75.0 23.9 (1.2)

Total 1762 72.0 24.2 3.8 1246 73.0 25.2 (1.8)

 P=0.0126 P=0.0003
Employment 
Both partners employed 925 79.2 20.2 (0.6) 820 73.8 25.5 (0.6)

Main employed, partner not employed 31 (59.8) (29.9) (10.3) 28 (50.6) (35.6) (13.8)

Partner employed, main not employed 411 72.3 22.2 (5.5) 336 76.6 22.4 (1.0)

Neither employed 74 57.1 (28.2) (14.7) 62 51.9 (32.4) (15.7)

Lone parent employed 155 66.7 29.7 (3.6)

Lone parent not employed 165 48.9 41.0 10.1

Total 1761 72.0 24.2 (3.8) 1246 73.0 25.2 (1.8)

  P<0.001 P<0.001
Education level 
NVQ 1 67 70.0 (21.2) (8.8) 35 (72.2) (25.6) (2.2)

NVQ 2 421 68.6 25.4 (6.0) 296 70.5 26.5 (2.9)

NVQ 3 364 73.9 23.2 (2.9) 237 73.0 25.5 (1.5)

NVQ 4 566 76.7 22.5 (0.7) 344 81.1 18.3 (0.6)

NVQ 5 156 78.7 19.9 (1.4) 164 70.1 29.9 (0.0)



 182 

Other/overseas qualifications 29 (57.6) (34.1) (8.2) 28 (67.0) (28.8) (4.2)

None of the above 157 60.7 31.0 (8.3) 104 61.0 32.9 (6.1)

Total 1760 72.1 24.1 3.8 1208 73.1 25.0 (1.9)

  P=0.0001 P=0.0155
Family type 
Married natural parents 1082 78.1 20.1 (1.8) 955 74.9 23.6 (1.5) 

Cohabiting natural parents 360 68.2 25.2 (6.6) 290 66.9 30.4 (2.8) 

Lone natural mother 320 57.1 35.8 (7.1)     

Total 1762 72.0 24.2 3.8 1245 73.0 25.2 (1.8) 

  P<0.001 P<0.001
Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 10.24: UK mothers’ psychological distress 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

0-3 
No or Low 

Per cent 
4-12 

Medium 

Per cent 
13+ 
High 

Age 
Overall 14,019 67.7 29.0 3.3 
Under 25 1,027 60.5 33.7 5.8 
25 to 29 2,422 61.1 33.2 5.8 
30 to 34 3,808 67.9 29.5 2.6 
35 to 39 4,289 71.2 26.0 2.8 
40 and over 2,473 70.1 27.6 2.3 

F = 12.22, P<0.001  
Country 
England 8,685 67.0 29.7 3.3 
Wales 2,123 67.2 29.1 3.7 
Scotland 1,762 72.0 24.2 3.8 
N. Ireland 1,449 72.4 24.8 2.9 

F 4.85, P = 0.374 
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 

6,723 75.3 23.3 1.4 

Main employed, 
partner not 
employed 

251 64.8 33.1 (2.1) 

Partner 
employed, main 
not employed 

3,559 66.7 30.1 3.2 

Neither employed 722 53.8 35.2 10.9 
Lone parent 
employed 

1,141 58.8 38.5 2.7 

Lone parent not 
employed 

1,617 49.4 41.1 9.4 

F = 56.99, P<0.001  
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Table 10.24 (continued) UK mothers’ psychological distress 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

0-3 
No or Low 

Per cent 
4-12 

Medium 

Per cent 
13+ 
High 

Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,075 62.4 32.1 5.5 
NVQ 2 3,961 66.0 30.4 3.7 
NVQ 3 2,132 68.5 28.6 2.9 
NVQ 4 3,929 74.0 24.6 1.4 
NVQ 5 1,112 73.3 25.4 1.3 
Other/ 
overseas 
qualifications 

329 54.3 38.0 (7.7) 

None of the 
above 

1,461 55.4 37.0 7.6 

F 19.71, P<0.001  
Family Type 
Married natural 
parents 

8,586 73.3 24.6 2.1 

Cohabiting 
natural parents 

2,673 64.3 31.8 3.9 

Lone natural 
mother 

2,758 53.4 40.0 6.6 

F = 82.16, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who 
were main respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for 
analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.25: UK fathers’ psychological distress 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

0-3 
No or Low 

Per cent 
4-12 

Medium 

Per cent 
13+ 
high 

Age 
Overall 9,789 68.7 29.2 2.2 
Under 25 165 61.3 35.1 (3.6) 
25 to 29 871 64.8 32.8 (2.4) 
30 to 34 2,079 68.7 28.8 2.4 
35 to 39 3,347 68.8 29.5 1.7 
40 and over 3,326 69.7 27.8 2.5 

F = 1.6295, P = 0.12 
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Table 10.25 (continued) UK fathers’ psychological distress 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
Per cent 

0-3 
No or Low 

Per cent 
4-12 

Medium 

Per cent 
13+ 
high 

Country 
England 6,106 68.1 29.6 2.3 
Wales 1,461 68.3 30.0 1.8 
Scotland 1,246 73.0 25.2 1.8 
N. Ireland 976 71.7 26.8 1.5 

F 2.51, P = 0.374 
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 

6,001 71.2 27.5 1.3 

Main employed, 
partner not 
employed 

237 53.7 38.4 (7.9) 

Partner 
employed, main 
not employed 

2,970 69.0 29.4 1.6 

Neither 
employed 

581 43.9 42.6 13.5 

F = 58.39, P <0.001  
Education Level 
NVQ 1 562 67.4 29.8 2.8 
NVQ 2 2,507 69.7 28.0 2.3 
NVQ 3 1,485 69.4 29.0 (1.6) 
NVQ 4 2,619 70.1 28.6 (1.3) 
NVQ 5 1,153 70.2 28.8 (1.0) 
Other/ 
overseas 
qualifications 

357 62.1 33.9 (3.9) 

None of the 
above 

856 61.2 32.1 6.7 

F 7.09, P<0.001  
Family Type 
Married natural 
parents 

7,621 69.5 28.7 1.9 

Cohabiting 
natural parents 

2,151 66.0 30.7 3.2 

F = 6.95, P<0.001  
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays unweighted 
observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other 
analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 10.26: Mothers’ and fathers’ life satisfaction in Scotland 

 Mothers Fathers 
 Observed Score=7+ Observed Score=7+ 
 No. % No. % 
Age 
Under 25 126 67.0 19 (72.6)

25 to 29 282 67.2 113 75.8

30 to 34 429 79.6 244 80.8

35 to 39 568 78.5 425 83.0

40 and over 357 80.3 445 84.3

Total 1762 76.3 1246 82.1

 P=0.0002 P=0.3083
Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 74.8 [73.7,76.0] 78.9 [77.8,80.1]
Wales 75.0 [72.4,77.7] 81.2 [78.8,83.5]
Scotland 76.2 [74.1,78.3] 82.1 [79.6,84.6]
Northern Ireland 78.7 [76.5,80.9] 82.3 [79.9,84.7]

Employment 
Both partners employed 925 85.3 820 84.2

Main employed, partner not employed 31 (69.7) 28 (62.4)

Partner employed, main not employed 411 77.2 336 84.5

Neither employed 74 60.7 62 52.5

Lone parent employed 155 52.6 . .

Lone parent not employed 165 57.3 . .
Total 1761 76.2 1246 82.1
 P<0.001 P<0.001
Education level 
NVQ 1 67 67.8 35 (76.5)

NVQ 2 421 70.9 296 80.9

NVQ 3 364 73.4 237 78.8

NVQ 4 566 85.4 344 86.2

NVQ 5 156 85.7 164 88.0

Other/overseas qualifications 29 (72.0) 28 (82.7)

None of the above 157 63.2 104 73.5

Total 1760 76.3 1208 82.2

 P<0.001 P=0.0302
Family type 
Married natural parents 1082 85.9 955 87.3

Cohabiting natural parents 360 67.8 290 65.8

Lone natural mother 320 55.2  
Total 1762 76.3 1245 82.1

 P<0.001 P<0.001
Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at 
MCS1. 
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Table 10.27: UK mothers’ life satisfaction 
 
 Observed 

sample nos 
 

Per cent 
Score = 7 + 

Age 
Overall 14,008 75.1 
Under 25 1,025 62.7 
25 to 29 2,419 68.3 
30 to 34 3,807 76.9 
35 to 39 4,287 78.9 
40 and over 2,470 77.0 

F = 33.45, P< 0.001 
Country 
England 8,678 74.9 
Wales 2,123 75.1 
Scotland 1,762 76.3 
N. Ireland 1,445 78.7 

F = 2.72, P = 0.374 
Employment 
Both partners employed 6,721 83.4 
Main employed, partner not employed 251 72.0 
Partner employed, main not employed 3,557 79.8 
Neither employed 718 66.8 
Lone parent employed 1,139 52.0 
Lone parent not employed 1,616 49.3 

 F = 172.49, P<0.001 
Education Level 
NVQ 1 1,074 69.3 
NVQ 2 3,955 71.9 
NVQ 3 2,131 74.7 
NVQ 4 3,926 81.7 
NVQ 5 1,112 81.1 
Other/ 
overseas qualifications 

329 72.2 

None of the above 1,462 66.0 
 F = 26.84, P<0.001 

Family Type 
Married natural parents 8,580 84.0 
Cohabiting natural parents 2,671 71.8 
Lone natural mother 2,755 50.5 

 F = 440.39, P<0.001 
Sample All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who 
were main respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for 
analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used.  
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Table 10.28: UK fathers’ life satisfaction 

 Observed 
sample nos 

Per cent 
Score = 7 + 

Age 
Overall 9,786 79.4
Under 25 165 75.0
25 to 29 870 76.5
30 to 34 2,079 79.3
35 to 39 3,346 81.4
40 and over 3,325 78.5

F = 2.89, P = 0.02
Country 
England 6,104 78.9
Wales 1,461 81.2
Scotland 1,246 82.1
N. Ireland 975 82.3

F = 13.10, P = 0.023
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 

6,000 81.2

Main employed, 
partner not employed 

237 70.0

Partner employed, 
main not employed 

2,968 80.2

Neither employed 581 59.3
 F = 43.58, P <0.001

Education Level 
NVQ 1 561 71.6
NVQ 2 2,506 78.8
NVQ 3 1,484 78.3
NVQ 4 2,619 82.9
NVQ 5 1,153 84.7
Other/ 
overseas 
qualifications 

357 73.6

None of the above 856 73.1
 F = 10.40, P<0.001

 Observed 
sample nos 

Per cent 
Score = 7 + 

Family Type 

Married natural 
parents 

7,620 82.0

Cohabiting natural 
parents 

2,150 70.7

 F = 94.40, P<0.001
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays unweighted 
observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was used for all other 
analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used.  
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Table 10.29: Mothers’ Body Mass Index by UK country  
 

Mothers 

Under weight Normal Over weight Obese Morbidly obese 
Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 
 
N=7831 =100% 

2.7 [2.4,3.1] 56.2 [54.6,57.7] 25.3 [24.2,26.4] 10.6 [9.8,11.4] 5.2 [4.6,5.8] 

Wales 
 
N=1803=100% 

2.3 [1.6,3.0] 55.2 [52.5,57.9] 27.2 [25.0,29.5] 10.3 [8.7,11.8] 5.0 [4.0,6.0] 

Scotland 
 
N=1492=100% 

2.3 [1.6,3.0] 57.5 [54.6,60.3] 27.0 [25.1,29.0] 9.3 [7.6,11.0] 3.9 [2.8,5.0] 

Northern Ireland 
 
N=1239=100% 

1.7 [1.1,2.2] 55.8 [52.6,59.1] 29.6 [26.8,32.4] 9.2 [7.4,11.1] 3.7 [2.6,4.8] 

Sample: Al MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners. 
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Table 10.30: Mothers’ Body Mass Index in Scotland 

 Total 
Under 
weight Normal 

Over 
weight Obese 

Morbidly 
obese 

 No. % % % % % 

Age 
Under 25 100 (7.0) 62.0 26.9 (2.8) (1.3)

25 to 29 217 (2.8) 55.9 23.2 (14.3) (3.9)

30 to 34 361 (1.9) 56.5 27.0 9.8 (4.8)

35 to 39 495 (1.3) 60.1 28.3 7.3 (3.0)

40 and over 319 (2.0) 54.1 28.1 10.5 (5.2)

Total 1492 2.3 57.5 27.0 9.3 3.9

 P=0.0129
Employment 
Both partners employed 817 (0.8) 55.5 30.7 9.3 (3.8)
Main employed, partner not 
employed 

27 (4.8) (67.6) (21.6) (4.1) (1.9)

Partner employed, main not 
employed 

330 (1.5) 59.1 26.8 8.9 (3.6)

Neither employed 50 (10.1) (55.7) (9.4) (11.0) (13.7)

Lone parent employed 127 (6.6) 62.9 (22.8) (6.6) (1.2)

Lone parent not employed 140 (4.9) 59.2 (19.6) (11.8) (4.5)

Total 1491 2.3 57.5 27.1 9.2 3.9

 P=0.0001
Education level 
NVQ 1 52 (54.0) (32.5) (5.8) (7.7)

NVQ 2 364 (3.3) 52.0 30.9 10.6 (3.2)

NVQ 3 306 (1.2) 53.3 27.9 11.7 (5.9)

NVQ 4 486 (2.1) 63.0 24.6 7.7 (2.7)

NVQ 5 139 67.3 24.4 (5.1) (3.2)

Other/overseas qualifications 26 (6.1) (80.3) (8.3) (5.3) 

Non of the above 117 (4.9) 50.5 (26.5) (13.0) (5.1)

Total 1490 2.3 57.5 27.0 9.3 3.9

 P=0.0184
Family type 
Married natural parents 940 (1.2) 57.5 28.2 8.9 4.2

Cohabiting natural parents 285 (2.3) 53.9 29.4 10.5 (3.9)

Lone natural mother 267 (5.7) 60.8 21.0 (9.5) (3.0)

Total 1492 2.3 57.5 27.0 9.3 3.9

 P=0.0040
Sample: All MCS3 mothers who were main respondents and fathers who were partners in Scotland at 
MCS1. 
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     Table 10.31: UK mothers’ Body Mass Index 
 

 Observed 
sample nos  

Per cent 
<18.5 
Under 
weight 

Per cent 
18.5-25 
Normal 

Per cent 
25-30 
Over 

weight 

Per cent 
30-35 
Obese 

Per cent 
>35 

Morbidly 
Obese 

Age 
Overall 12,365 2.6 56.2 25.7 10.4 5.0
Under 25 799 4.2 60.2 22.5 9.7 (3.5)
25 to 29 2,010 4.6 53.0 25.6 11.2 5.6
30 to 34 3,356 3.1 53.8 25.9 12.0 5.2
35 to 39 3,892 1.6 58.5 26.3 9.2 4.5
40 and over 2,308 1.7 57.2 25.8 9.7 5.6

F = 4.84, P < 0.001  
Country 
England 7,831 2.7 56.2 25.3 10.5 5.2
Wales 1,803 2.3 55.2 27.3 10.3 5.0
Scotland 1,492 2.3 57.5 27.0 9.3 3.9
N. Ireland 1,239 1.7 55.8 29.6 9.3 3.7

F = 1.98, P = 0.028
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    Table 10.31 (continued)  Mothers’ Body Mass Index 
 

 Observed 
sample nos  

Per cent 
<18.5 
Under 
weight 

Per cent 
18.5-25 
Normal 

Per cent 
25-30 
Over 

weight 

Per cent 
30-35 
Obese 

Per cent 
>35 

Morbidly 
Obese 

Employment 
Both partners 
employed 

5,953 1.7 57.6 26.7 9.8 4.1

Main employed, 
partner not 
employed 

217 (4.9) 50.5 27.6 (10.2) (6.8)

Partner 
employed, main 
not employed 

3,174 2.6 56.2 25.9 10.1 5.3

Neither 
employed 

629 5.6 43.0 24.6 16.9 10.0

Lone parent 
employed 

1,003 4.1 58.1 23.2 10.2 4.4

Lone parent not 
employed 

1,381 4.4 55.1 23.0 11.1 6.5

 F = 6.32, P<0.001
Education Level 
NVQ 1 875 3.6 52.7 26.4 11.5 5.8
NVQ 2 3,431 2.6 53.6 26.9 11.4 5.5
NVQ 3 1,849 2.5 54.7 26.9 10.6 5.2
NVQ 4 3,440 1.7 62.3 24.1 8.1 3.9
NVQ 5 988 2.4 64.8 22.5 7.8 (2.5)
Other/ 
overseas 
qualifications 

342 (4.1) 53.6 25.0 11.3 (6.0)

None of the 
above 

1,419 5.0 45.4 27 14.9 7.7

 F = 6.99, P<0.001
Family Type 
Married natural 
parents 

7,778 1.9 56.8 26.4 10.0 4.9

Cohabiting 
natural parents 

2,200 3.4 54.3 26.1 11.3 4.9

Lone natural 
mother 

2,384 4.3 56.4 23.1 10.7 5.6

 F = 5.45, P<0.001
*Excludes mothers who were pregnant at interview. 
Sample: All MCS3 mothers (including very small numbers of adoptive, step-mothers and foster mothers) who 
were main respondents. Table displays unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for 
analyses by country.
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Table 10.32: Fathers’ Body Mass Index by country  
 

Fathers 

Under weight Normal Over weight Obese Morbidly obese 
Country % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] 
England 
 
N=6166 

0.4 [0.3,0.6] 35.0 [33.6,36.5] 46.4 [45.1,47.8] 14.2 [13.1,15.3] 3.9 [3.4,4.4] 

Wales 
 
N=1435 

0.4 [0.1,0.8] 29.8 [27.4,32.3] 49.9 [47.5,52.2] 16.7 [14.6,18.9] 3.1 [2.2,4.0] 

Scotland 
 
N=1210 

0.5 [0.0,0.9] 37.9 [35.2,40.7] 45.7 [42.5,48.8] 12.3 [10.2,14.3] 3.7 [2.7,4.6] 

Northern Ireland 
 
N=950 

0.6 [0.0,1.1] 29.9 [27.4,32.5] 50.2 [47.4,52.9] 15.6 [13.9,17.2] 3.8 [2.5,5.0] 

 
Sample: All MCS3 fathers who were partners. 
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Table 10.33: Fathers’ Body Mass Index in Scotland 
 

 Total 
Under 
weight Normal 

Over 
weight Obese 

Morbidly 
obese 

 No. % % % % % 

Age 
Under 25 17 (8.4) (52.8) (26.3) (12.5)

25 to 29 110 (3.4) 59.4 31.0 (6.1)

30 to 34 235 41.9 43.0 (10.6) (4.5)

35 to 39 417 31.6 49.7 14.3 (4.4)

40 and over 431 34.9 48.4 13.0 (3.7)

Total 1210 0.5 37.9 45.7 12.3 3.7

 P<0.001
Employment 
Both partners employed 794 36.1 46.8 12.9 4.2
Main employed, partner not 
employed 

27 (38.1) (48.5) (6.8) (6.5)

Partner employed, main not 
employed 

332 39.9 46.1 11.5 (2.5)

Neither employed 57 (9.1) (49.1) (27.8) (11.0) (3.1)

Total 1210 0.5 37.9 45.7 12.3 3.7

 P<0.001
Education level 
NVQ 1 35 (37.4) (37.0) (12.1) (13.4)

NVQ 2 293 (0.3) 38.5 45.5 13.0 (2.7)

NVQ 3 226 32.3 46.8 15.5 (5.4)

NVQ 4 338 33.7 50.8 12.7 (2.8)

NVQ 5 158 48.9 44.0 (5.3) (1.8)

Other/overseas qualifications 25 42.5 45.8 11.7

None of the above 103 (3.4) 41.7 35.8 (14.4) (4.8)

Total 1178 0.4 37.6 45.9 12.5 3.6

 P=0.0013
Family type 
Married natural parents 930 36.7 47.7 11.7 4.0

Cohabiting natural parents 279 (1.9) 42.0 39.2 14.2 (2.7)

Total 1209 0.5 37.9 45.7 12.3 3.7

 P=0.0007
 
Sample: All MCS3 fathers who were partners in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 10.34: UK fathers’ Body Mass Index 
 
 Observed 

sample nos  
Per cent 

<18.5 
Under 
weight 

Per cent 
18.5-25 
Normal 

Per cent 
25-30 
Over 

weight 

Per cent 
30-35 
Obese 

Per cent 
>35 

Morbidly 
obese 

Age 
Overall 9,761 0.4 34.9 46.7 14.2 3.8
Under 25 158 (3.1) 53.9 30.6 (10.0) (2.4)
25 to 29 883 (1.8) 46.3 36.3 10.8 4.8
30 to 34 2,070 0.6 35.5 44.5 14.9 4.4
35 to 39 3,332 0.1 31.8 49.8 14.6 3.6
40 and over 3,316 0.2 33.8 48.1 14.5 3.5

F = 9.11, P<0.001
Country 
England 6,166 0.4 35.0 46.4 14.2 3.9
Wales 1,435 0.4 29.8 49.9 16.7 3.1
Scotland 1,210 0.5 37.9 45.7 12.3 3.7
N. Ireland 950 0.5 30.0 50.2 15.6 3.8

F = 2.93, P<0.001
Employment 
Both partners 
employed 

5,867 0.2 33.0 48.5 15.0 3.3

Main employed, 
partner not 
employed 

242 (2.4) 34.2 44.9 (13.5) (5.0)

Partner 
employed, main 
not employed 

3,028 0.3 36.9 45.6 13.0 4.2

Neither 
employed 

624 (3.2) 43.6 33.5 13.0 (6.7)

 F = 13.02, P <0.001
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Table 10.34 (continued) UK fathers’ Body Mass Index 
 
 Observed 

sample 
nos  

Per cent 
<18.5 
Under 
weight 

Per cent 
18.5-25 
Normal 

Per cent 
25-30 
Over 

weight 

Per cent 
30-35 
Obese 

Per cent 
>35 

Morbidly 
obese 

Education Level 
NVQ 1 574 (1.8) 33.9 40.8 15.8 7.8
NVQ 2 2,469 0.3 32.0 46.6 17.5 3.6
NVQ 3 1,449 (0.2) 32.6 49.5 14.0 3.8
NVQ 4 2,573 0.2 35.3 47.8 13.6 3.0
NVQ 5 1,124 (0.2) 39.4 48.1 9.8 2.4
Other/ 
overseas 
qualifications 

384 1.4 38.3 44.4 11.9 4.0

None of the 
above 

977 0.6 38.3 41.4 13.8 5.9

 F = 4.90, P<0.001
Family Type 
Married natural 
parents 

7,641 0.3 34.0 48.0 14.1 3.7

Cohabiting 
natural parents 

2,103 1.0 37.9 42.0 14.7 4.3

 F = 8.34, P<0.001
Sample: All MCS3 fathers (including step-fathers) who were partner respondents. Table displays 
unweighted observations and percentages. Weight1 was used for analyses by country. Weight2 was 
used for all other analyses. Unit nonresponse weights were also used. 
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Table 11.1: Mothers’ economic activity status by UK country at MCS 3 
 

Country at sweep 3 Mothers’ economic 
activity status 

 England Wales Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

13.8 16.9 15.5 18.9 14.3Currently working full-
time 
  [12.7,14.9] [15.6,18.6] [13.7,18.1] [17.1,21.3] [13.4,15.3]

43.4 44.2 44.8 41.8 43.5Currently working part-
time 
  [41.3,44.7] [41.0,47.7] [42.4,48.3] [39.2,45.3] [41.8,44.6]

38.6 33.5 33.5 36.8 37.9Looking after family and 
home 
  [37.2,40.8] [29.9,36.8] [30.0,35.8] [32.7,39.7] [36.6,39.7]

3.0 3.1 3.8 (1.2) 3.0Not employed and 
seeking work* 
  [2.6, 3.5] [2.5, 4.0] [2.8, 4.9] [0.8, 2.0] [2.6, 3.4]

      1.2 2.2 2.4 (1.3) 1.4In education or 
government training 
scheme [1.0, 1.5] [1.6, 3.0] [1.7, 3.2] [0.9, 1.9] [1.2, 1.6]
Total  per cent ** 100 100 100 100 100
 
Unweighted sample size 
 

8993 2113 1777 1513 
 

14396

          .  P=0.000
Of current employees 

24.1 27.1 24.4 30.7 24.6Works full-time 
  [22.3,26.0] [24.5,30.0] [21.1,28.3] [27.8,34.0] [23.1,26.2]

75.9 72.9 75.6 69.3 75.4Works part-time 
  [74.0,77.7] [70.0,75.5] [71.7,78.9] [66.0,72.2] [73.8,76.9]
Total  per cent 100 100 100 100 100
 
Unweighted sample size 
 

4345 1140 1029 842 
 

7356

  
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview. This table excludes any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers or 
grandparents who completed the interview. *’Not employed and seeking work’ also includes the very 
small number who had retired. ** self employed included in ‘currently working full-time or part-time’. 
Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in 
parenthesis (using weight1, within country and using weight2 for All UK). Unit non-response weight also 
used. 
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Table 11.2: Mothers’ current economic activity by highest educational 
achievement at MCS 3 in Scotland 
 

Mothers’ highest education qualification (academic or vocational) at 
sweep 3 

Mothers’ economic 
activity status 

 
 

NVQ 4/5 
Degree + 

NVQ 3 
A-level 

NVQ  
1/2 
O-

level/GCSE

Overseas 
and other 

unclassified 
qualifications 

None 
of 

these Total % 
Currently working full-time 21.1 19.0 10.2 (15.3) (5.0) 15.8
Currently working part-time 51.9 49.0 42.4 (46.3) 21.3 45.4
Looking after family and 
home 21.3 27.0 41.0 (19.5) 67.4 32.8
Not employed and seeking 
work*  (2.7) (2.4) (4.7) (18.9) (4.8) 3.7
In education or government 
training scheme  (2.9) (2.6) (1.7) (0.0) (1.6) 2.3
Total % ** 100 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted N 724 369 490 29 167 1779
Of current employees: 
Works full-time 27.5 25.8 18.6 (28.3) (19.0) 24.5
Works part-time 
 72.5 74.2 81.4 (71.7) 81.0 75.5
Total % 100 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted N 488 226 253 17 47 1031

Sample: All MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the 
main or partner interview. This table excludes any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and 
any fathers or grandparents who completed the interview. * ‘Not employed and seeking work’ also 
includes the very small number who had retired. ** self employed included in ‘currently working full-time 
or part-time’. 
Table displays weighted percentages (using weight1) and unweighted sample numbers.  
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Table 11.3: UK mothers’ current economic activity by highest 
educational achievement at sweep 3 
 

Mothers’ highest education qualification (academic or 
vocational) at sweep 3 

Mothers’ economic 
activity status 

 
 

NVQ 4/5 
Degree + 

NVQ 3 
A-level 

NVQ  
1/2 
O-

level/GCSE

Overseas 
and other 

unclassified 
qualifications 

None 
of 

these 
All UK 
total 

1195 353 526 25 77 2176Currently working full-time 
  
  23.2 16.1 10.7 (6.8) 4.7 14.3

2528 1025 2054 86 298 5991Currently working part-time 
  
  52.0 48.7 42.3 22.8 18.4 43.5

1129 670 2174 272 1331 5576Looking after family and 
home 
  
  21.1 30.3 42.2 62.5 72.8 37.8

112 49 171 22 56 410Not employed and seeking 
work* 
  
  2.2 2.3 3.4 (6.8) 3.5 3.0

82 54 69 3 13 221In education or government 
training scheme 
  
  1.5 2.6 1.4 (1.2) (0.7) 1.4
Total per cent  100 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample size 
 

5046 2151 4994 408 
 

1775 
 

14374

P=0.000
Of those currently employed: 

1074 302 466 26 89 1957Works full-time 
  
  31.0 24.0 19.3 (25.7) 21.5 25.5

2227 927 1892 74 280 5400Works part-time 
  
  69.0 76.0 80.7 74.3 78.5 4.5
Total  per cent 100 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample size 
 

3301 1229 2358 100 
 

369 
 

7357

, P=0.000
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview. This table excludes any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers or 
grandparents who completed the interview. * ‘Not employed and seeking work’ also includes the very 
small number who had retired. Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and 
weighted percentages in parenthesis (using weight2). Unit non-response weight also used. 
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Figure 11.1: MCS3 Employed mothers’ NS-SEC (5) by highest education 
level at MCS 3 in Scotland 
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Figure 11.2: UK MCS3 employed mothers’ NS-SEC (5) by highest 
education level at MCS 3 
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Sample: All employed MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or 
partner interview (excluding any others who completed these interviews). This table excludes any 
mothers who were eligible but not interviewed. *Overseas qualification includes other unclassified 
qualifications. Figure displays weighted percentages (using weight2). Unit non-response weight also 
used. 
 F=135.26, P=0.000 

 
Figure 11.3: MCS mothers’ economic activity status by educational 
achievements, at each sweep in Scotland 
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Figure 11.4:   UK MCS mothers’ economic activity status by educational 
achievements, at each sweep 
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Sample: * All MCS1 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step). F=1607.04, P=0.000 ** All MCS 2 
mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step). F=2204.76, P=0.000 *** All MCS 3 mothers (natural, 
adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview (excluding any others who 
completed these interviews). F=106.70, P=0.000. Figure displays weighted percentages in parenthesis 
(using weight2).  Unit non-response weight also used. 
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Table 11.4: Mothers’ economic activity status by number of children 
living in household at MCS 3 in Scotland 
 

Number of children living in household 
 

Mothers’ economic activity 
status 
 

Cohort child 
only 

Two 
children 

Three or 
more 

children Total % 
Currently working full-time 29.0 15.4 8.8 15.7
Currently working part-time 38.1 51.8 40.0 45.4
Looking after family and home 21.9 27.9 46.3 32.8
Not employed and seeking work*  (7.5) (2.8) (3.0) 3.7
In education or government 
training scheme  (3.5) (2.2) (1.9) 2.3
Total % ** 100 100 100 100
Unweighted N 333 886 561 1780
Of  current employees 
Works full-time 41.5 22.0 16.2 24.5
Works part-time 
 58.5 78.0 83.8 75.5
Total % 100 100 100 100
Unweighted N 220 559 252 1031

Sample: All MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the 
main or partner interview (excluding any others who completed these interviews).  This table excludes 
any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers or grandparents who completed the 
interview. * ‘Not employed and seeking work’ also includes the very small number who had retired. ** 
self employed included in ‘currently working full-time or part-time’. 
Table displays weighted percentages (using weight1) and unweighted sample numbers.  
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Table 11.5: Mothers’ economic activity status by MCS sweep in Scotland 
 

Sweep of MCS – Total % Mothers’ economic activity 
status 

 MCS 1 MCS 2 MCS 3 
Currently working full-time 15.5 13.9 15.8 
Currently working part-time 37.2 45.6 45.4 
Looking after family and home 45.5 35.9 32.8 
Not employed and seeking work*  (0.5) 2.5 3.7 
In education or government 
training scheme  (1.2) 2.2 2.3 
Total % ** 100 100 100 
Unweighted N 2470 1803 1781 
Sample: All MCS 1 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step). All MCS 2 mothers 
living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step). All MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, 
adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview (excluding any others who 
completed these interviews). Unit non-response weight also used. * ‘Not employed and seeking work’ 
also includes the very small number who had retired. ** self employed included in ‘currently working full-
time or part-time’. 
Note: At MCS 1 the questions on which these codes are based were in a different section of the 
questionnaire (childcare section) which we know to have produced slightly different responses from 
those in the MCS 1 employment section.  The main variable used here is NWRK (if not in paid work last 
week) – at MCS 1.  
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Table 11.6: UK mothers’ economic activity status by number of children 
living in household at sweep 3 

Number of children living in household 
Mothers’ economic activity status 

 
 

Cohort child 
only Two children

Three or 
more 

children All UK total 
601 1058 516 2175Currently working full-time 

  
  25.6 14.2 9.4 14.3

959 3315 1720 5994Currently working part-time 
  
  43.1 50.9 33.6 43.5

555 2103 2942 5600Looking after family and home 
  
  22.7 31.3 53.4 37.9

128 171 111 410Not employed and seeking work* 
  
  6.1 2.5 2.3 3.0

64 91 66 221In education or government training 
scheme 
  
  2.5 1.1 1.3 1.4
Total  per cent ** 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample size 
Weighted observations 

2307
2312

6738
6981

5355 
5202 

14400
14453

Sign. (Applied=Yes)                                                                                                  F=109.17, P=0.000
Of those currently employed 

546 940 472 1958Works full-time 
  
  36.2 21.6 22.0 24.6

902 2979 1522 5403Works part-time 
  
  63.8 78.4 78.0 75.4
Total  per cent 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample size 
Weighted observations 

1448
1468

3919
4028

1994 
1949 

7361
7445

, P=0.000
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview (excluding any others who completed these interviews).  This table excludes any mothers who 
were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers or grandparents who completed the interview. * ‘Not 
employed and seeking work’ also includes the very small number who had retired. Table displays 
unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in parenthesis (using 
weight2). Unit non-response weight also used. 
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Table 11.7: Mothers’ economic activity by sweep and by partnership 
status in Scotland 

 
Sweep of MCS – Total % Mothers’ economic activity 

status 
 MCS 1 MCS 2 MCS 3 

Couple Mothers 
Currently working full-time* 17.0 14.7 16.4 
Currently working part-time* 40.0 47.7 48.8 
Currently not working 43.0 37.6 34.8 
Total % ** 100 100 100 
Unweighted N 2100 1544 1457 
Lone Mothers 
Currently working full-time* (7.5) (9.4) 13.1 
Currently working part-time* 21.8 34.4 31.1 
Currently not working 70.7 56.2 55.8 
Total % ** 100 100 100 
Unweighted N 372 256 324 
Sample: All MCS 1 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step). All MCS 2 mothers 
living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step). All MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, 
adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview (excluding any others who 
completed these interviews). Unit non-response weight also used. * self employed included in ‘currently 
working full-time or part-time’. ** The other categories of not working are missed from the table but cell 
per cents are based on total sample. 
 
 
Table 11.8: UK mothers’ economic activity status by MCS sweep 
 

Sweep of MCS – UK per cent Mothers’ economic activity status 
 MCS 1 MCS 2 MCS 3 

2440 2058 2175 Currently working full-time 
  
  13.0 13.2 14.3 

5815 5747 5990 Currently working part-time 
  
  35.0 41.1 43.5 

9890 6799 5600 Looking after family and home 
  
  51.1 42.0 37.9 

101 401 410 Not employed and seeking work* 
  
  0.4 1.2 3.0 

146 225 221 In education or government training 
scheme 
  
  0.7 1.2 1.4 
Total  per cent ** 100 100 100 
 
Unweighted sample size 
 

18392 15230 14396 
 

Sample: All MCS1,2,3 mothers at interview 
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Table 11.9: Fathers’ economic activity status by UK country at MCS 3 
 

Country 
Fathers’ economic 

activity status England Wales Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

71.7 73.3 75.5 68.0 72.0Employee 
  [70.0,72.9] [70.2,76.3] [72.9,78.1] [64.1,72.1] [70.4,73.0]

19.2 17.6 16.2 24.9 19.2Self-employed 
  [18.1,20.5] [15.0,20.5] [14.3,18.3] [21.3,28.8] [18.2,20.2]

9.0 9.2 8.4 7.1 8.9Non-employed 
  [8.4,10.2] [7.2,11.2] [6.5,10.2] [5.2,9.1] [8.3,9.9]
Total per cent  100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample size 
 

6459 1474 1275 1027 
 

10235

Sign. (Applied=Yes)                                                                                  F=3.73, P=0.001
Of those currently employee or self employed* 

93.6 94.4 94.3 95.7 93.8Works full-time 
  [93.0,94.5] [93.1,95.4] [92.9,95.5] [94.2,96.8] [93.3,94.6]

6.4 5.6 5.7 4.4 6.2Works part-time 
  [5.5, 7.0] [4.6, 6.9] [4.5, 7.1] [3.2, 5.8] [5.4, 6.7]
Total per cent 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample size 
 

5726 1299 1157 946 
 

9128

, P=0.066
Sample: All MCS 3 fathers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview. This table excludes any fathers who were eligible but not interviewed (approximately 1,225 
cases) and any mothers or grandparents who completed the interview. *Results are shown for those 
currently employed or self-employed and who provided hours of work. Table displays unweighted 
observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 within 
country and weight2 for All UK total). Unit non-response weight also used. 
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Figure 11.5: Employed fathers’ NS-SEC status by highest educational 
qualification at MCS 3 in Scotland 
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Figure 11.6:  UK employed fathers’ NS-SEC status by highest educational 
qualification at sweep 3 
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Sample: All MCS 3 fathers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview. This figure excludes any fathers who were eligible but not interviewed (approximately 1,225 
cases) and any mothers or grandparents who completed the interview. Figure displays weighted 
percentages (using weight2). Unit non-response weight also used. 
F=106.51, P>F=0.066
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Figure 11.7: Changes in fathers’ employment status when child aged 3 
to 5 in Scotland 
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Table 11.10: Parents’ partnership and economic status by UK country at MCS3 
 

Country 
Parents’ partnership and 

economic status England Wales Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

10.1 13.1 10.7 15.3 10.5Both employed full-time 
 [9.2,11.0] [11.7,14.8] [9.1,13.2] [13.3,18.1] [9.7,11.4]

34.6 35.4 35.4 32.1 34.5Both employed, father ft and 
mother pt 
 [32.5,35.8] [32.5,38.8] [33.0,38.9] [29.5,35.9] [32.8,35.6]

2.6 2.9 2.7 (2.2) 2.6Both employed, father pt and 
mother ft 
 [2.2, 3.0] [2.1, 3.9] [2.1, 3.7] [1.6, 3.1] [2.3, 2.9]

2.2 2.1 2.0 (1.5) 2.1Mother employed, father not 
employed 
 [1.9, 2.6] [1.6, 2.8] [1.4, 2.9] [1.1, 2.3] [2.0, 2.5]

24.2 19.7 21.7 20.9 23.6Father employed, mother not 
employed 
 [23.1,25.5] [18.1,21.4] [19.4,24.5] [18.7,23.6] [22.6,24.8]

4.7 5.4 4.6 3.5 4.7Both not employed 
 [4.3, 5.4] [4.1, 6.9] [3.4, 5.8] [2.4, 4.8] [4.3, 5.3]

9.0 8.4 9.8 9.8 9.1Lone parent employed 
 [8.3, 9.9] [7.1, 9.8] [8.3, 11.5] [8.3, 11.5] [8.5, 9.8]

12.7 13.1 13.1 14.6 12.9Lone parent not employed 
 [11.6,14.0] [10.8,15.3] [10.2,14.7] [11.4,16.6] [11.9,13.9]
Total % 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample sizes 
 

8086 1905 1585 1331 
 

12907

P=0.001
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers and fathers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview. This table excludes any mothers or fathers who were eligible but not interviewed (approximately 50 
mothers and 1,225 fathers) and any others who answered the main or partner interview. Mothers who were on 
leave are counted as ‘employed’. ’Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted 
percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 within country and weight2 for ALL UK). Unit non-response weight 
also used. 
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Table 11.11: Employed mothers working atypical hours on a weekly basis by 
NS-SEC at MCS 3 in Scotland 

 
Mothers’ NS-SEC 

Mothers’ 
atypical 
working 
patterns 

Managerial & 
professional Intermediate

Small 
employer 

& self-
employed 

Low 
supervisory 
& technical 

Semi-
routine & 
routine Total % 

Works after 6pm 
 

35.7 
[31.2,40.4] 

17.3
[13.2,22.3]

(37.9)
[27.1,49.9]

(34.0)
[21.4,49.4]

45.6 
[39.5,51.8] 

34.4
[31.6,37.4]

Works nights 
 

8.6 
[6.2, 12.0] 

(6.0)
[3.8, 9.6]

(5.1)
[1.7, 14.3]

(12.1)
[5.5,24.5]

16.8 
[12.7,21.8] 

10.3
[8.6, 12.4]

Works 
Saturdays 
 

11.4 
[8.5, 15.1] 

14.6
[10.5,20.0]

(32.9)
[21.6,46.5]

(35.0)
[21.4,51.6]

39.7 
[34.4,45.2] 

22.6
[19.6,25.9]

Works Sundays 
8.9 

[6.5, 12.1] 
(7.9)

[4.8, 12.7]
(12.9)

[6.2,24.9]
(28.7)

[15.4,47.0]
28.0 

[22.9,33.8] 
15.3

[12.8,18.1]
Works at any 
atypical time 
(any of the 
above) 

39.8 
[35.1,44.5] 

22.7
[18.1,28.1]

55.3
[40.5,69.3]

(51.1)
[34.6,67.3]

65.0 
[58.5,70.9] 

44.6
[41.1,48.1]

Maximum 
unweighted N 419 246 65 37 302 1069

Sample: All employed MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the 
main or partner interview. This table excludes any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers 
or grandparents who completed the interview. Columns do not add up to 100 per cent as multiple responses 
allowed. Table displays weighted percentages (using weight1) and unweighted sample numbers. Mothers 
included if they said they worked at these times on a weekly basis. 
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Table 11.12: UK employed mothers working atypical hours on a weekly basis 
by NS-SEC at sweep 3 

Mothers’ NS-SEC 

Mothers’ atypical 
working patterns 

Managerial 
& 

professional Intermediate

Small 
employer 

& self-
employed

Low 
supervisory 
& technical 

Semi-
routine 

& 
routine 

All UK 
total 

1037 302 259 144 792 2534Works after 6pm 
 
 36.6 17.9 43.7 45.4 36.1 33.2

, P=0.000
292 101 60 70 291 814Works nights 

 
 10.0 5.4 9.8 20.3 13.6 10.4

, P=0.000
429 218 200 118 703 1668Works Saturdays 

 
 14.6 12.5 31.3 35.7 31.1 21.0

, P=0.000
323 117 81 91 498 1110Works Sundays 

 
 11.3 6.1 12.9 27.9 21.6 13.8

, P=0.000
1193 416 342 190 1176 3317Works at any 

atypical time (any of 
the above) 42.1 24.4 56.6 59.7 53.2 43.2

, P=0.000
Maximum 
unweighted sample 
size 2871 1728 620 323 2207 7749
Sample: All employed MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner 
interview. This table excludes any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers or grandparents 
who completed the interview. Columns do not add up to 100 per cent as multiple responses allowed. Table 
displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in parenthesis (using 
weight2). Unit non-response weight also used. 
Mothers included if they said they worked at these times on a weekly basis. 
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Table 11.13: Percentage of employed mothers in each UK country who 
reported using at MCS 3 statutory arrangements  
 

Country 
Flexible working 

arrangements England Wales Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

38.5 40.8 40.9 38.5 38.9Time off for family 
emergencies [36.9,40.3] [37.6,44.2] [38.1,43.9] [34.8,42.6] [37.5,40.4]

P=0.458
34.3 37.2 38.0 46.3 35.4Maternity leave 

[32.2,35.6] [34.2,40.5] [34.4,42.2] [42.3,50.5] [33.6,36.5]
P=0.000

(0.2) (0.1) (0.1) (0.0) (0.1)Adoptive leave 
[0.1, 0.5] [0.01, 0.5] [0.01, 0.8] [0.0, 0.3] [0.1, 0.4]

P=0.643
4.3 3.6 6.2 (3.0) 4.4Parental leave 

[3.8, 5.2] [2.7, 4.8] [4.7, 7.9] [2.0, 4.5] [4.0, 5.1]
P=0.006

Maximum unweighted 
sample sizes 4284 1133 1030 840 7287

Question: Which if any of these arrangements have you made use of in your current job? 
Note Sample: All employee MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or 
partner interview. This table excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these questions. This table is 
based only on mothers who were employed, therefore does not include self-employed mothers. Employees were 
asked ‘which, if any, of these arrangements have you made use of in your current main job?’. *Workplace nursery 
or crèche also includes other nurseries supported by employer and help with finding childcare facilities away from 
the workplace. Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in 
parenthesis (using weight2) and weight 1 for within-country columns of Table 11.13. Unit non-response weight 
also used. 
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Table 11.14: Percentage of employed mothers in each NS-SEC group who 
reported at MCS 3 they were using statutory arrangements in Scotland 
 

Mothers’ NS-SEC 

Flexible working 
arrangements 

Managerial 
& 

professional Intermediate

Small employer/self-
employed/low 

supervisory/technical

Semi-
routine & 
routine Total % 

Time off for family 
emergencies 

46.6 
[41.8,51.4] 

45.7
[39.6,52.0]

(47.4)
[34.1,61.1]

27.8 
[23.6,32.4] 

40.5
[37.5,43.5]

Maternity leave 
51.2 

[45.8,56.4] 
39.9

34.4,45.7]
(42.1)

[26.1,59.9]
15.2 

[11.4,20.0] 
36.7

[33.1,40.4]

Adoptive leave 
(0.3) 

[0.04,2.0] (0.0) (0.0) (0.0) 
(0.1)

[0.02, 0.8]

Parental leave 
9.7 

[7.0,13.4] 
(6.5)

[3.9, 10.5]
(4.6)

[1.2, 16.7]
(1.4) 

[0.5, 3.9] 
6.1

[4.7, 7.9]
Maximum 
unweighted N 406 246 42 301 995

Question: Which if any of these arrangements have you made use of in your current job? 
Note: All employee MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main 
or partner interview. This table excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these questions. This table is 
based only on mothers who were employed, therefore does not include self-employed mothers. Employees were 
asked ‘which, if any, of these arrangements have you made use of in your current main job?’. Table displays 
weighted percentages (using weight1) and unweighted sample numbers. 
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Table 11.15: Percentage of UK employed mothers in each NS-SEC group who 
reported using flexible working patterns at  MCS3 
 

NS-SEC 

Flexible working 
arrangements 

Managerial 
& 

professional Intermediate 

Small employer/self-
employed/low 

supervisory/technical 

Semi-
routine 

& 
routine 

All UK 
total 

275 105 11 50 441Financial help with 
childcare vouchers 11.7 6.6 (3.3) 2.8 7.2

P>F=0.000
132 59 7 36 234Workplace nursery or 

crèche* 5.5 3.9 (2.3) 1.8 3.8
 P=0.000

181 98 19 99 397Care for child after school 
hours or during school 
holidays 7.2 5.3 (5.0) 4.8 5.9

P=0.017
1277 756 126 595 2754Time off for family 

emergencies 46.1 42.9 35.0 26.0 38.5
P =0.000

82 63 11 39 195Career breaks for personal 
reasons 2.9 3.7 (2.5) 1.5 2.6

P=0.000
1329 657 120 404 2510Maternity leave 
47.8 36.5 31.8 16.0 34.3

 P=0.000
4 2 0 5 11Adoptive leave 

(0.2) (0.1) (0.0) (0.2) (0.2)
 P=0.871

165 87 14 40 306Parental leave 
6.2 5.1 (4.4) 1.6 4.4

 P=0.000
280 179 15 52 526Job-sharing 
10.5 9.9 (3.4) 2.1 7.4

  P>F=0.000
675 180 25 32 912Working at or from home 

occasionally 26.5 11.5 (7.7) 1.5 14.0
P=0.000

166 143 30 196 535School term-time contracts 
6.9 8.9 (7.5) 9.5 8.2

P=0.040
819 488 87 344 1738Telephone to use for family 

reasons 30.1 27.6 25.2 15.0 24.6
 P=0.000

496 472 146 1097 2211None of these 
18.1 28.2 38.1 50.1 31.6

P=0.000
Maximum unweighted 
sample sizes 2701 1728 369 2207 7005 
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Table 11.16: Percentage of employed mothers by country who reported using 
at MCS 3 non-statutory flexible arrangements  
 

Country 
Flexible working 

arrangements England Wales Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

8.1 4.1 5.5 (3.2) 7.4Financial help with 
childcare vouchers [7.1, 9.0] [3.1, 5.5] [3.9, 7.7] [2.1, 5.0] [6.6,8.2]

P=0.000
4.2 3.3 (2.3) (1.6) 3.9Workplace nursery or 

crèche* [3.6, 5.0] [2.5, 4.4] [1.6, 3.4] [0.9, 3.0] [3.4,4.6]
P=0.000

6.2 6.9 3.9 4.2 5.8Care for child after school 
hours or during school 
holidays [5.5, 6.9] [5.2, 9.2] [2.6, 5.8] [2.5, 7.1] [5.3,6.5]

P=0.070
2.5 (2.8) (3.4) 5.8 2.7Career breaks for personal 

reasons [2.0, 3.0] [1.9, 4.1] [2.5, 4.8] [4.2, 7.8] [2.3,3.1]
P=0.000

7.0 8.3 10.2 6.3 7.4Job-sharing 
[6.0,8.0] [6.7,10.2] [8.2,12.7] [5.6,8.7] [5.5,8.2]

P=0.016
15.1 11.8 11.0 9.3 14.2Working at or from home 

occasionally [13.6,16.6] [9.6,14.7] [8.4,14.5] [7.1,12.4] [3.1,15.6]
, P=0.000

8.6 6.1 6.1 5.7 8.1School term-time contracts 
[7.8,9.6] [4.8,7.8] [4.7,7.9] [4.0,8.2] [5.3,8.9]

, P=0.004
24.2 25.8 28.7 25.0 24.9Telephone to use for family 

reasons [22.6,25.8] [23.1,28.8] [25.8,31.8] [23.8,28.8] [23.4,26.2]
P=0.089

30.9 30.9 31.5 31.5 30.9None of these non-statutory 
or statutory arrangements [29.2,32.9] [28.0,33.7] [27.9,35.2] [27.2,35.8] [29.7,32.6]

P=0.982
Maximum unweighted 
sample sizes 4284 1133 1030 840 7287

Question: Which if any of these arrangements have you made use of in your current job? 
Notes. Sample: All employee MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or 
partner interview. This table excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these questions. This table is 
based only on mothers who were employed, therefore does not include self-employed mothers. Employees were 
asked ‘which, if any, of these arrangements have you made use of in your current main job?’. *Workplace nursery 
or crèche also includes other nurseries supported by employer and help with finding childcare facilities away from 
the workplace. Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in 
parenthesis (using weight2 ore weight 1 for within-country columns of Table 11.15). Unit non-response weight 
also used. 
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Table 11.17: Percentage of employed mothers in each NS-SEC group who 
reported using non-statutory flexible working arrangements and provisions at 
MCS 3 in Scotland 
 

Mothers’ NS-SEC 
 

Flexible working 
arrangements 

Managerial 
& 

professional Intermediate

Small employer/self-
employed/low 

supervisory/technical 

Semi-
routine & 
routine Total % 

Financial help with childcare 
vouchers 

9.0
[6.1, 13.2]

(5.1)
[2.9, 8.8]

(0.0) 
 

(0.4)
[0.06,2.9]

5.0
[3.4,7.2]

Workplace nursery or crèche* 
(3.0)

[1.7,5.4]
(2.3)

[1.0,5.2]
(2.7) 

[0.4,16.6] 
(0.7)

[0.2,2.6]
(2.1)

[1.4,3.1]
Care for child after school 
hours or during school holiday 

(5.0)
[2.5,9.9]

(3.8)
[1.7,8.4]

(10.7) 
[4.1,24.9] 

(1.8)
[0.9,3.8]

4.0
[2.6,6.0]

Career breaks for personal 
reasons 

(3.1)
[1.8,5.4]

(5.4)
[3.0,9.4]

(2.8) 
[0.7,10.6] 

(1.9)
[0.8,4.6]

3.3
[2.3,4.6]

Job-sharing 
 

15.9
[12.8,19.6]

(11.5)
[7.9,16.4]

(13.2) 
[5.9,26.9] 

(1.9)
[0.9,4.2]

10.3
[8.3,12.7]

Working at or from home 
occasionally 

20.6
[15.6,26.7]

(8.8)
[5.5,13.8]

(2.6) 
[0.4,16.4] 

(0.7)
[0.2,1.9]

10.6
[8.0,14.1]

School term-time contracts 
(5.4)

[3.7,8.0]
(5.3)

[3.1,8.7]
(5.5) 

[1.5,18.3] 
(7.7)

[5.3,11.2]
6.1

[4.7,8.0]
Telephone to use for family 
reasons 

32.4
[28.1,37.0]

29.3
[24.4,34.7]

(54.6) 
[37.9,70.2] 

18.6
[14.5,23.4]

28.3
[25.5,31.1]

None of the statutory or non-
statutory arrangements used 

19.1
[15.8,22.9]

24.9
[20.3,30.1]

(28.4) 
[16.2,44.8] 

55.3
[49.3,61.0]

32.3
[28.7,36.1]

Maximum unweighted N 406 246 42 301 995
Question: Which if any of these arrangements have you made use of in your current job? 
Notes. Sample: All employee MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who 
completed the main or partner interview. This table excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these 
questions. This table is based only on mothers who were employed, therefore does not include self-employed 
mothers. Employees were asked ‘which, if any, of these arrangements have you made use of in your current 
main job?’. *Workplace nursery or crèche also includes other nurseries supported by employer and help with 
finding childcare facilities away from the workplace. Table displays weighted percentages (using weight1) and 
unweighted sample numbers. 
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Table 11.18: Non-employed MCS3 mothers’ reasons for not looking for paid 
employment by UK country 
 

Country  Reasons why not looking for 
work 

 England Wales Scotland 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

 

6.2 5.2 (4.5) (1.8) 5.8 P=0.000No jobs in right places for me 
 [5.4, 7.4] [3.9,7.1] [3.1, 6.9] [0.9,3.7] [4.7,6.3]  

14.5 12.3 10.8 (6.3) 13.7 P=0.000No jobs with right hours for me 
 [13.5,16.2] [10.2,15.1] [8.2,14.4] [4.3,8.9] [11.9,14.0]  

2.1 (1.5) (0.9) (1.3) 2.0 P=0.197
No jobs available to me  [1.8,2.9] [0.8, 2.8] [0.3,2.3] [0.5,2.7] [0.5,2.7]  

2.7 5.7 6.8 (2.2) 3.2 P=0.000In full-time education 
 [2.3, 3.4] [4.3, 7.4] [4.9,9.3] [1.2, 3.9] [3.1, 4.1]  

2.8 (2.9) (3.2) (1.0) 2.8
, 

P=0.044On a training course 
 [2.2, 3.4] [1.9, 4.3] [1.9, 5.4] [0.5, 2.0] [2.2, 3.1]  

6.2 6.6 (5.8) (3.6) 6.0 P=0.069My family would lose benefits if 
I was earning [5.4, 7.4] [4.9, 8.8] [4.1, 7.8] [2.4, 5.4] [5.3, 6.7]  

3.0 (3.2) (2.9) (2.6) 2.9 P=0.943I am caring for an elderly or ill 
relative or friend [2.3, 3.8] [2.2, 4.9] [1.7, 5.3] [1.4, 4.4] [2.5, 3.6]  

4.7 8.0 9.2 6.0 5.3  
I cannot work because of poor 
health [4.0, 5.7] [6.2, 10.9] [6.0, 12.3] [3.7, 8.5] [5.1, 6.5]

P=0.000

4.7 (2.0) (3.9) (2.7) 4.4 P=0.008I prefer not to work 
 [3.9, 5.8] [1.2, 3.2] [2.6, 6.2] [1.6, 4.7] [3.4, 4.7]  

50.9 41.2 48.3 63.0 50.8  Prefer to be at home with the 
family rather than working 
 [47.8,53.0] [37.1,45.6] [44.4,54.2] [57.1,69.2] [48.7,52.7]

P=0.000

54.8 46.1 49.9 40.5 53.4 P=0.000I prefer to look after my 
children myself [52.0,56.9] [41.5,50.8] [45.3,56.0] [35.9,46.3] [49.2,53.1]  

8.0 9.7 8.3 7.9 8.1 P=0.598I cannot earn enough to pay for 
childcare [7.2, 9.1] [7.4, 12.9] [6.3,11.7] [6.1,10.8] [7.6, 9.3]  

3.3 (3.9) (3.0) (2.4) 3.2 P=0.598
I cannot find suitable childcare [2.8, 4.2] [2.7, 5.8] [2.0, 4.8] [1.4, 4.4] [2.9, 3.9]  

1.9 (0.4) (0.7) (0.2) 1.6
, 

P=0.000My husband/partner 
disapproves [1.4, 2.4] [0.1, 1.5] ]0.3, 1.2] [0.03,1.0] [1.0, 1.7]  

8.3 8.7 6.7 (4.8) 8.1 P=0.055I have a new baby 
 
 [7.3, 9.4] [6.7,11.7] [4.8, 9.5] [3.1, 7.4] [7.0, 8.6]

 

Maximum unweighted sample 
sizes 3364 699 513 515 5091

Multi-coded reasons  
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who were looking after the family and home or 
taking part in an apprenticeship course or in education; and were not currently looking for paid work. This table 
excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these questions. Table displays unweighted observations, 
weighted observations and weighted percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 for within country and weight2 for 
ALL UK). Unit non-response weight also used. 
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Table 11.19: Non-employed MCS3 mothers’ reasons for not looking for paid 
employment by income poverty status in Scotland 
 

Income poverty status Reasons why not 
looking for work 

 
Above 60% 

median income 
Below 60% 

median income  
Scotland 

total 
No jobs in right places for 
me 

(6.3)
[3.7, 10.6]

(3.1)
[1.5, 6.2]

(4.7) 
[3.1, 7.2] 

No jobs with right hours 
for me 

13.6
[9.3, 19.4]

(8.5)
[5.5, 12.8]

11.1 
[8.2, 14.8] 

No jobs available to me 
 

(0.9)
[0.2, 3.4]

(0.7)
[0.2, 4.5]

(0.8) 
[0.3, 2.5] 

In full-time education 
 

(7.5)
[4.6, 12.1]

(5.8)
[3.3, 9.9]

6.7 
[4.6, 9.5] 

On a training course 
 

(3.3)
[1.8, 5.9]

(3.9)
[2.0, 7.8]

(3.6) 
[2.2, 6.0] 

My family would lose 
benefits if I was earning 

(3.6)
[1.8, 7.2]

(8.8)
[5.9, 13.0]

(6.2) 
[4.4, 8.6] 

I am caring for an elderly 
or ill relative or friend 

(2.6)
[1.2, 5.8]

(4.2)
[2.0, 8.4]

(3.4) 
[1.9, 5.9] 

I cannot work because of 
poor health 

(3.8)
[2.1, 6.6]

14.4
[10.4, 19.5]

8.9 
[6.6, 12.0] 

I prefer not to work 
 

(5.9)
[3.6, 9.5]

(1.5)
[0.5, 4.2]

(3.7) 
[2.4, 5.8] 

Prefer to be at home with 
the family rather than 
working 

56.6
[49.7,63.3]

42.5
[36.0,49.3]

49.7 
[44.9,54.6] 

I prefer to look after my 
children myself 

49.6
[42.5, 56.7]

52.3
[44.5, 60.0]

50.9 
[45.4,56.4] 

I cannot earn enough to 
pay for childcare 

(9.1)
[6.1, 13.3]

(9.8)
[6.3, 15.0]

9.4 
[6.9, 12.8] 

I cannot find suitable 
childcare 

(1.5)
[0.6, 3.6]

(4.5)
[2.6, 7.6]

(3.0) 
[1.9, 4.6] 

My husband/partner 
disapproves 

(1.0)
[0.3, 3.4]

(0.5)
[0.1, 3.2]

(0.8) 
[0.3, 2.1] 

I have a new baby 
 

(7.2)
[4.6, 11.1]

(7.9)
[4.9, 12.5]

7.5 
[5.4, 10.5] 

Maximum unweighted 
sample sizes 240 220 460 
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who were looking after the 
family and home or taking part in an apprenticeship course or in education; and were not currently looking for 
paid work. This table excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these questions. Table displays 
weighted percentages (using weight1) and unweighted sample numbers. 
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Table 11.20:  UK non-employed mothers’ reasons for not looking for paid employment 
by income poverty status 
 

Income poverty status 

 

Reasons why not 
looking for work 

 
Above 60% 

median income 
Below 60% 

median income  
All UK 
total P  value

130 97 227 P= 0.002No jobs in right places for 
me 
 7.6 4.7 6.1 

311 240 551 P= 0.000 No jobs with right hours 
for me 
 18.0 11.0 14.4 

32 42 74 P= 0.780No jobs available to me  
 1.9 2.1 2.0 

67 90 157 P= 0.731In full-time education 
 3.2 3.4 3.3 

55 78 133 P= 0.137On a training course 
 2.6 3.4 3.0 

83 179 262 P= 0.000My family would lose 
benefits if I was earning 4.7 8.0 6.4 

44 82 126 P= 0.008I am caring for an elderly 
or ill relative or friend 2.1 3.7 2.9 

87 173 260 P= 0.000I cannot work because of 
poor health 3.9 6.7 5.3 

112 63 175 P= 0.000I prefer not to work 
 6.3 2.7 4.5 

1059 1201 2260 P= 0.000Prefer to be at home with 
the family rather than 
working 54.8 46.1 0.4 

1049 1245 2294 P= 0.039I prefer to look after my 
children myself 
 56.0 51.7 53.8 

153 201 354 P= 0.451I cannot earn enough to 
pay for childcare 

8.2 8.9 8.6 
55 80 135 P= 0.268I cannot find suitable 

childcare 
 2.8 3.5 3.2 

39 20 59 P= 0.000My husband/partner 
disapproves 2.5 (0.6) 1.6 

165 191 356 P= 0.806I have a new baby 
 
 8.5 8.2 8.3 
Maximum unweighted 
sample sizes 1955 2471 4426 

 

Sample: All MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who were looking after the family and home or 
taking part in an apprenticeship course or in education; and were not currently looking for paid work. This table 
excludes any grandparents or fathers who answered these questions. Table displays unweighted observations, 
weighted observations and weighted percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 for within country and weight2 for 
ALL UK).  Unit non-response weight also used. 
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Table 11.21: Parents’ partnership and economic status when child aged 5 according to their status when child 
aged 3 in Scotland 
 

Parents’ partnership and economic status at age 5 

Parents’ 
partnership and 

economic status at 
age 3 

Both 
employed 
full-time 

Both 
employed, 

father ft 
and 

mother pt 

Both 
employed, 
father pt 

and 
mother ft 

Mother 
employed, 
father not 
employed 

Father 
employed, 

mother 
not 

employed 
Both not 
employed

Lone 
parent* 

employed

Lone 
parent* 

not 
employed Total % 

Unweighted  
N 

Both employed full-
time 66.6 19.6 (4.5) (2.3) (1.6) (0.2) (5.3) (0.0) 100 164 
Both employed, 
father ft and mother 
pt (6.2) 73.5 (2.9) (0.7) 11.1 (0.2) (4.7) (0.7) 100 432 
Both employed, 
father pt and mother 
ft (18.4) (25.5) (26.6) (6.2) (17.1) (6.1) (0.0) (0.0) 100 28 
Mother employed, 
father not employed (4.2) (18.4) (10.0) (26.6) (8.0) (14.5) (10.1) (8.2) 100 36 
Father employed, 
mother not employed (2.4) 22.5 (0.5) (1.3) 61.1 (4.7) (2.5) (5.0) 100 274 
Both not employed (0.0) (3.7) (1.5) (6.8) (28.6) (48.7) (2.2) (8.5) 100 49 
Lone parent * 
employed 4.8 7.7 2.8 3.0 1.1 1.7 66.0 13.0 100 86 
Lone parent * 
not employed (0.0) (3.2) (0.0) (0.0) (3.7) (5.4) (17.4) 70.3 100 110 

  
Total % 11.7 36.2 2.9 (2.3) 21.4 4.6 10.2 10.7 100 1179 

Sample: All MCS 3 mothers and fathers living in Scotland (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview. This table excludes any 
mothers or fathers who were eligible but not interviewed and any grandparents who answered these questions. Mothers who were on leave were counted as 
employed. Table displays weighted percentages (using weight1) and unweighted sample numbers. * Lone parent includes lone mothers and lone fathers 
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Table 11.22: UK Parents’ partnership and economic status when child aged 5 by status when child aged 3 

Parents’ partnership and economic status at age 5 

Parents’ 
partnership and 

economic status at 
age 3 

Both 
employed 
full-time 

Both 
employed, 

father ft 
and 

mother pt 

Both 
employed, 
father pt 

and 
mother ft 

Mother 
employed, 
father not 
employed 

Father 
employed, 

mother 
not 

employed 
Both not 
employed

Lone 
parent* 

employed

Lone 
parent* 

not 
employed Total %

Observations 
Unweighted  

Weighted 
729 253 37 23 46 3 72 3Both employed full-

time 
 61.5 22.4 3.2 (1.7) 4.0 (0.2) 6.8 (0.1) 100

1166 
 

285 2482 78 48 349 11 150 33Both employed, 
father ft and mother 
pt 8.0 71.8 2.4 1.3 10.7 (0.4) 4.5 1.0 100

3436 
 

35 72 87 17 29 4 12 2Both employed, 
father pt and mother 
ft 16.2 26.7 32.5 (6.1) (10.1) (2.1) (5.3) (1.0) 100

258 
 

27 43 22 65 25 23 17 10Mother employed, 
father not employed 
 (11.7) 19.6 (9.1) 29.8 (7.0) (9.4) (8.6) (4.9) 100

232 
 

124 610 50 32 1736 109 47 111Father employed, 
mother not employed 
 3.6 23.8 1.6 1.0 60.7 3.7 1.9 3.8 100

2819 
 

7 19 6 35 100 279 10 78Both not employed 
 
 (1.1) (3.5) (0.9) 6.4 16.9 53.2 (2.4) 15.6 100

534 
 

35 48 9 11 21 5 434 83Lone parent * 
employed 
 5.2 8.2 (1.4) (1.8) (3.1) (0.7) 65.7 13.9 100

646 
 

8 25 0 3 84 51 170 925Lone parent * 
not employed 
 (0.6) (2.8) (0.0) (0.2) 7.4 4.0 14.7 70.3 100

1266 
 

1250 3552 289 234 2390 485 912 1245
All UK total 11.0 36.0 2.7 2.1 23.3 4.4 9.0 11.4 100

10357 
 

P= 0.000 
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers and fathers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview. This table excludes any mothers or 
fathers who were eligible but not interviewed (approximately 50 mothers and 1,225 fathers) and any grandparents who answered these questions. Table displays 
unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 within country and weight2 for ALL UK). Unit non-
response weight also used. 
* Lone parent includes lone mothers and lone fathers



 224 

Table 11.23: Whether MCS3 mothers had acquired new qualifications by sweep 
3, by UK country 
 

Country 
Acquired new qualification 

since last interview 
England 

 
Wales 

 
Scotland 

 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

     
Yes 
 

17.9
[16.7,18.9]

20.3
[18.8,21.9]

14.4
[12.8,16.2]

16.7 
[14.8,18.8] 

17.6
[16.6,18.4]

 
No 
 

82.1
[81.1,83.3]

79.7
[78.1,81.2]

85.6
[83.8,87.2]

83.3 
[81.2,85.2] 

82.4
[81.6,83.4]

Total % 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample sizes 
 

8693 2080 1749 1486 
 

14008

P= 0.000
Sample: All MCS 3 mothers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview. 
This table excludes any mothers who were eligible but not interviewed and any fathers or grandparents who 
completed the interview. Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and weighted 
percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 within country and weight2 for All UK). Unit non-response weight also 
used. 
 

 
Table 11.24: Whether MCS3 fathers had acquired new qualifications by sweep 
3, by UK country 

Country 
Acquired new qualification 

since last interview 
England 

 
Wales 

 
Scotland 

 
Northern 
Ireland 

All UK 
total 

     
Yes 
 

14.5
[13.4,15.8]

17.7
[15.3,20.2]

11.8
[9.8,13.9]

11.1 
[9.3,13.2] 

14.3
[13.3,15.3]

 
No 
 

85.5
[84.2,86.6]

82.3
[79.8,84.7]

88.2
[86.1,90.2]

88.9 
[86.8,90.7] 

85.7
84.7,87.7]

Total % 100 100 100 100 100
Unweighted sample sizes 
 

5569 1289 1125 879 
 

8862

P= 0.004
Sample: All MCS 3 fathers (natural, adoptive, foster and step) who completed the main or partner interview. This 
table excludes any fathers who were eligible but not interviewed (approximately 1,225 cases) and any mothers or 
grandparents who completed the interview. Table displays unweighted observations, weighted observations and 
weighted percentages in parenthesis (using weight1 within country and weight2 for All UK total). Unit non-
response weight also used. 
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Table 12.1: Quintile distribution of modified OECD equivalised weekly net 
income at MCS 3 in Scotland 
 
Quintiles Weighted Percentage [95% CI]] Mean £ [95% CI] Observed sample 

Bottom 20.0 [17.1,23.2] 123.7 [120.1,127.2] 327 
Second 20.0 [17.4,22.9] 228.2 [225.7,230.6] 340 
Middle 20.1 [17.6,22.7] 327.3 [324.2,330.4] 358 
Fourth 19.9 [18.1,21.9] 452.6 [447.3,457.8] 380 

Top 20.0 [15.9,24.8] 723.6 [704.3,742.8] 363 
Total % 100 - 371 [345.8,396.2] 1768 

Sample: MCS3 main respondents. 
 
 
Table 12.2: UK Quintile distribution of modified OECD equivalised weekly net 
family income at MCS 3 
 
Quintiles 

 
Weighted 

percentages 
[95% CI] Mean £ [95%CI] Observed 

sample 
Bottom 20 [18.6, 21.5] 120.46 [118.9,121.9] 3400 
Second 20 [18.9, 21.1] 216.86 [215.5,218.2] 3298 
Middle 20 [19.0, 21.0] 318.50 [317.2,319.8] 2964 
Fourth 20 [19.0, 21.1] 443.54 [441.5,445.6] 2901 

Top 20 [18.2, 21.9] 734.61 [717.4,751.8] 2665 
Total % 100 - 366.75 [354.0,379.5] 15228 

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.3: Distribution of equivalised net family income at MCS 3 by UK country of interview per cent 
 

Bottom 
 

Second 
 

Middle 
 

Fourth 
 

Top 
 

 % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] % [95% CI] N 
England 19.9 [18.3,21.6] 19.3 [18.1,20.6] 19.4 [18.3,20.6] 19.8 [18.6,21.1] 21.5 [19.3,23.8] 9746
Wales 21.0 [18.6,23.7] 21.5 [19.6,23.4] 19.0 [17.1,20.9] 22.1 [19.9,24.5] 16.5 [13.9,19.4] 2139
Scotland 19.3 [16.6,22.3] 18.7 [16.5,21.0] 20.2 [18.0,22.7] 19.7 [17.9,21.7] 22.2 [18.0,27.0] 1804
Northern Ireland 20.1 [17.1,23.3] 22.8 [20.5,25.2] 23.6 [21.4,26.1] 18.8 [16.7,21.1] 14.8 [11.3,19.0] 1534
Total 20.0 [18.8,21.2] 20 [19.1,20.9] 20.0 [19.1,20.9] 20.0 [19.1,20.9] 20.0 [18.4,21.6] 15223

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(12) = 92.6430
Design-based F(7.35,  2857.64) = 2.9720 Pr = 0.004

Sample: MCS3 main respondents
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Table 12.4: Distribution of modified OECD equivalised net family income at 
MCS3 by mother’s age in Scotland 
 

Quintiles Categories 
Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top

Unweighted base 

Mother’s age at MCS3 
Under 26 45.2 32.9 16.0 3.7 2.3 176 
26-30 30.4 28.9 22.9 11.0 6.6 291 
31-35 15.5 19.9 20.8 23.7 20.2 481 
36-40 11.1 13.0 19.3 28.4 28.2 519 
41 and above 13.1 13.2 20.1 20.6 33.0 271 
Total 20.0 20.1 20.1 20.0 19.9 1738 

 P(F)<0.001 
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
 
 
 
 
Table 12.5: UK distribution of modified OECD equivalised net family income at 
MCS 3 by mother’s age 
 

Quintiles  
Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 

Unweighted 
base 

Weighted 
base 

Mother’s age at MCS 3 
Under 26 48.9 29.5 15.1 5.15 1.4 1565 2555
26-30 30.3 28.7 21.2 13.8 6.1 2697 4455
31-35 15.7 19.4 23.0 24.1 17.8 4442 4209
36-40 10.8 13.3 20.0 24.8 31.2 4114 2046
41 and above  11.6 15.9 16.7 21.4 34.3 1995 14819

P(F)<0.001
Sample: MCS3 main respondents  
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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Table 12.6: Quintile of modified OECD equivalised net family income at MCS3 
by parents’ labour-market status in Scotland 
 

Quintiles 
 Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 

Unweighted 
base 

Couple: Both in work or o n  
leave 3.7 12.4 25.6 28.9 29.5 925
Couple: Main in work or on leave, 
partner not in work on leave (16.9) (62.4) (9.3) (7.5) (3.8) 33
Couple: Partner in work or on 
leave, main not in work on leave 13.1 29.5 20.9 17.3 19.2 407
Couple: Both not  in work or on 
leave 81.2 (14.2) (1.2) (3.5)  75
Lone parent:  In work or on leave 23.1 41.4 22.9 (7.9) (4.7) 154
Lone parent:  Not in work or on 
leave 84.3 (12.7) (2.1) (1.0) 172

Total 20.0 20.0 20.1 19.9 20 1,766
Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(28) = 1068.8607

Design-based F(13.89,  833.41) = 31.6198,  Pr = 0.000
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
 
 
Table 12.7: UK quintile distribution of modified OECD equivalised net family 
income at MCS 3 by parents’ labour-market status 

row percentages
Quintiles Categories 

Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 
Unweighted 

base 
Weighted 

base 
Couple: Both in work or on leave 2.9 10.6 23.7 30.8 31.9 6926 7094
Couple: Main in work or on leave, 
partner not in work nor on leave 

27.2 44.0 14.6 6.3 7.8 367 314

Couple: Partner in work or on 
leave, main not in work nor on 
leave 

12.1 31.2 23.3 16.6 16.8 3959 3925

Couple: Both not in work nor on 
leave 

74.7 20.0 3.2 1.0 1.03 920 811

Lone parent: working 20.0 37.7 25.0 11.9 5.4 1191 1243
Lone parent: not working 80.6 16.4 2.0 0.7 0.4 1820 1753

P(F)<0.001
Sample: MCS 3 main respondents  
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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 Table 12.8: Quintile distribution of equivalised net family income at MCS3 by 
parents’ education in Scotland 
 

Quintiles Categories 
Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 

Unweighted 
base 

Father’s education 
NVQ level 1 (11.0) (39.3) (29.1) (7.9) (12.8) 43
NVQ level 2 10.1 25.1 32.1 23.3 9.5 339
NVQ level 3 (7.2) 20.6 27.4 24.5 20.3 261
NVQ level 4 (2.3) (5.8) 17.1 30.7 44.1 362
NVQ level 5 (4.3) (12.3) (9.6) 25.4 48.3 166
Overseas and other 
qualifications 

(23.7) (21.9) (14.4) (33.7) (6.2) 35

None of these 39.6 33.5 (13.9) (7.6) (5.5) 118
Total 9.8 18.7 22.3 24.0 25.2 1324
 P(F)<0.001
Mother’s education 
NVQ level 1 (33.8) (41.2) (21.4) (3.6)  62
NVQ level 2 26.0 32.6 21.9 12.2 (7.3) 415
NVQ level 3 14.0 21.9 27.2 24.0 12.9 366
NVQ level 4 6.4 8.4 18.4 30.3 36.4 550
NVQ level 5 (8.9) (4.9) (15.3) 24.0 46.9 152
Overseas and other 
qualifications 

41.7 3.2 23.8 24.0 (7.4) 27

None of these 57.5 27.0 (8.8) (2.7) (4.0) 164
Total 19.9 20.1 20.1 20.0 19.9 1736
 P(F)<0.001
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.9: UK quintile distribution of equivalised net family income at MCS 3 
by parents’ education 
 

row percentages
Quintiles   Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 

Unweighted 
base 

Weighted 
base 

NVQ level 1 15.9 30.4 25.0 19.5 9.2 661 679
NVQ level 2 9.7 21.8 28.9 24.6 15.0 2861 2914

NVQ level 3 8.1 18.4 24.6 29.7 19.2 1620 1657
NVQ level 4 4.0 8.7 18.0 28.0 41.3 2845 3022
NVQ level 5 4.1 7.8 13.8 23.8 50.5 1254 1285
Overseas & other 
qualifications 

22.2 28.8 23.8 14.3 10.8 473 415

None of these 32.6 30.5 18.8 13.5 4.54 1262 1089

Father’s 
education  

P(F)<0.001
NVQ level 1 32.9 32.7 19.1 10.7 4.7 1120 1131
NVQ level 2 22.0 23.4 24.0 20.6 9.9 4050 4218
NVQ level 3 13.7 20.9 25.6 25.2 14.6 2192 2150
NVQ level 4 5.8 10.8 18.0 27.1 38.3 3991 4140
NVQ level 5 6.6 8.3 14.9 20.8 49.3 1128 1123
Overseas & other 
qualifications 

38.1 30.1 18.2 8.3 (5.3) 433 388

Mother’s 
education  

None of these 52.5 28.5 12.9 3.9 2.2 1878 1648
 P(F)<0.001

 Sample: MCS3 main (or partner) respondents  
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
Father’s education excludes partner respondents who are not fathers of the cohort child, Mother’s 
education excludes main respondents who are not mothers of the cohort child 
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 Table 12.10: Selected sources of income by quintile of equivalised net family 
income at MCS 3 in Scotland 
 

Quintiles  
Categories Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top N 
Child tax credit 
No 25.7 15.9 15.5 16.2 26.7 1004
Yes 12.0 25.9 26.3 24.9 10.8 737
Total 19.9 20.1 20.0 19.8 20 1741

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 155.0815
Design-based F(3.68,  221.02) = 30.1180 Pr = 0.000

Working tax 
No 21.5 15.9 18.9 20.6 23.1 1439
Yes 13.0 39.4 25.1 16.3 (6.2) 302
Total 19.9 20.1 20.0 19.8 20.0 1741

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 122.8806
Design-based F(3.59,  215.19) = 28.7238 Pr = 0.000

Income support 
No 17.2 20.2 20.8 20.8 21.0 1663
Yes 76.7 (18.9) (4.4) 78
Total 19.9 20.1 20.0 19.8 20.0 1741

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 177.3300
Design-based F(2.93,  175.95) = 32.0414 Pr = 0.000

Housing benefit 
No 17.0 19.9 20.9 21.0 21.2 1646
Yes 67.2 (24.4) (6.4) (1.2) (0.9) 95
Total 19.9 20.1 20.0 19.8 20.0 1741

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 170.7970
Design-based F(2.95,  176.75) = 37.9173 Pr = 0.000

Disability living/ attendance allowance/ incapacity benefit 
No 19.5 19.5 20.2 20.1 20.7 1645
yes (26.8) 31.2 (17.7) (14.9) (9.5) 96
Total 19.9 20.1 20.0 19.8 20.0 1741

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 15.6550
Design-based F(3.78,  226.51) = 3.3647 Pr = 0.012

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.11: Selected sources of income by quintile of UK equivalised net 
family income at MCS 3 
 

Quintiles Type of benefit 
 
 
 

Receipt 

Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 

Unweighted 
base 

 

Weighted 
base 

Yes  13.7 25.0 26.0 23.8 11.4 6552 6466
No 24.9 16.3 15.4 17.4 26.4 8382 8489

Main respondent 
receiving child tax 
credit P(F)<0.001

Yes 14.9 38.5 23.7 16.2 6.6 2883 2642
No 21.2 16.1 19.2 20.7 22.8 12045 12313

Main respondent 
receiving working 
tax credit P(F)<0.001

Yes 70.9 24.8  3.5 0.4 0.4 710 598
No 17.9 19.9 20.7 20.8 20.8 14218 14357Main receiving 

income support P(F)<0.001
Yes 62.3 30.6 6.0 0.7 0.5 971 874
No 17.4 19.4 20.8 21.1 21.2 13957 41081Main receiving 

housing benefit P(F)<0.001
Yes 27.4 30.9 21.0 13.5 7.3 940 873
No 19.6 19.4 19.9 20.4 20.7 13988 114082

Main receiving 
disability living 
/attendance 
allowance or 
incapacity benefit * 

P(F)<0.001

Sample: MCS3 main respondents who have a resident partner 
Row percentage weighted by bovwt2 and which also adjusts for unit non-response 
* The majority (75.8%) of incapacity benefit recipients also receive disability living or attendance allowance  
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 Table 12.12: Quintile of equivalised net family income in Scotland at MCS 3 by 
main respondent’s reports on managing financially and by life satisfaction 
 

Quintiles 
Variable categories Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 

Unweighted 
Base 

How well would you say you are managing financially these days? 
... Living comfortably, (3.6) (6.6) 18.4 26.6 44.7 435
Doing alright, 13.2 23.4 22.4 22.4 18.6 699
Just about getting by, 34.3 25.7 18.5 15.2 (6.3) 446
Finding it quite difficult, 48.2 21.6 (20.8) (6.0) (3.5) 125
Or, finding it very difficult? (48.4) (37.3) (11.2) (2.0) (1.2) 35
Total 19.9 20.1 20.1 19.9 20.1 1740

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(16) = 472.1731
Design-based F(11.34,  680.59) = 28.4136 Pr = 0.000

Life satisfaction:0-10 
Lowest Up to 6 34.4 28.8 18.2 9.9 8.7 425
Medium 7-8 14.2 18.9 21.4 24.7 20.7 730
 High 9-10 14.6 15.5 20.3 21.0 28.6 551
Total 19.4 20.2 20.2 19.9 20.3 1706

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(8) = 166.1884
Design-based F(6.79,  407.66) = 18.0121 Pr = 0.000

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.13: UK quintile of equivalised net family income at MCS 3 by main 
respondent’s reports on managing financially and by life satisfaction 
 

Row percentages with (Column percentages) in parentheses 
Quintiles Categories 

Bottom Second Middle Fourth Top 
N Weighte

d base 
How well would you say you (and your partner) are managing financially these days?  
Living comfortably 5.3 

(6.4) 
9.7

(11.7)
14.4

(17.3)
24.7

(29.4)
46.0

(54.9)
3435 3549

Doing all right 14.2 
(27.0) 

19.6
(37.1)

23.9
(44.9)

24.4
(45.5)

18.0
(33.5)

5622 5553

Just about getting by 30.2 
(42.5) 

27.3
(38.2)

20.8
(28.9)

14.4
(19.9)

7.2
(9.9)

4128 4099

Finding it quite 
difficult 

43.5 
(16.9) 

25.0
(9.7)

17.5
(6.7)

10.8
(4.11)

3.3
(1.2)

1150 1135

Finding it very 
difficult 

50.7 
(7.2) 

23.4
(3.3)

15.3
(2.1)

7.6
(1.1)

3.0
(0.4)

402 415

P(F)<0.001
Life satisfaction 
i.One to 10 scale, 10 is most satisfied 

 

Lowest Up to 6 31.4 
(43.3) 

24.5
(31.7)

19.7
(24.4)

14.6
(17.9)

9.8
(11.9)

3633 3647

Medium 7-8 14.4 
(32.5) 

18.6
(39.6)

21.4
(43.6)

22.9
(45.9)

22.7
(45.3) 5764 

5984

 High 9-10 13.5 
(24.2) 

17.0
(28.7)

19.7
(31.9)

22.7
(36.2)

27.0
(42.8)

4758 4752

P(F)<0.001
Sample: MCS3 main respondents  
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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Table 12.14: Scotland poverty estimate at sweep 3: Band midpoint versus 
imputed continuous income 
 

 Band midpoint Interval regression Imputed income 
 [95% CI] [95% CI] Unweighted 

sample 
Estimate(%) [95% CI] Unweighted 

sample 
Above 60% 
median 

 
71.2 [68.8,75.9] 1314 71.2 [67.2,75.0] 1178

Below 60% 
median 

 
28.2 [24.1,31.2] 454 28.8 [25.0,32.8] 431

Total % ,N 100 1768 100  1609
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
 
 
Table 12.15: UK poverty estimates at sweep 3: Band midpoint versus imputed 
continuous income 
 

Band midpoint Interval regression imputed income  
Estimate 

(%) 
[95% CI] Observed 

sample  
Estimate 

(%) 
[95% CI] Observed 

sample 
(weighted) 

Above 
‘poverty 
line’  

69.3 [67.5 , 71.1] 9031 69.6 [67.8,71.5] 10102  
 

Below 
‘poverty 
line’‘ 

30.7 [28.9, 32.5 ] 4586 30.4 [28.5,32.2] 5126  

 UK total % 100 NA 13617 100 NA 15228  
Sample: MCS 3 main respondents  
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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Table 12.16: Prevalence of income poverty at sweep 3 by UK country 
 
UK country Per cent below the 

‘poverty line’ income 
(95% CI) 

Observed 
sample below 
poverty line 

Observed base 
(N) 

Northern Ireland 32.6 (29.6,36.7) 519 1534 

Scotland 27.7 (24.3,31.2) 466 1804 

Wales 31.4 (28.7,34.8) 720 2139 

England 30.3 (28.2,32.5) 3420 9746 
Sample: MCS3 main respondents. 
 
Table 12.17: Incidence of income poverty by number of children and 
relationship between parents/carers in the household in Scotland 
 

 
Percent above poverty 
line  

Percent below poverty 
line 

Unweighted 
sample 

Number of children in household under 14 yrs old 
One (Cohort member 
only) 66.9 33.1 413
Two 78.3 21.7 925
Three 71.9 28.1 324
Four or more 48.9 51.1 106
Total 72.5 27.5 1768

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(3) = 55.2101
Design-based F(2.91,  174.86) = 16.1137 Pr = 0.000

Relationship between parents/carers in household 
Married 88.7 11.3 1075
Cohabiting 64.4 35.6 364
Lone parent 31.2 68.8 326
Total 72.4 27.6 1765

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(2) = 443.9416
Design-based F(1.94, 116.32) = 210.5932 Pr = 0.000

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.18: UK incidence of income poverty by number of children, number of 
parents and the marital status of couples 
 

 

 Per cent 
below 

‘poverty 
line’  

Observed 
sample 
below 

‘poverty 
line’ 

Observed 
base (N) 

Weighted 
base 

One (Cohort 
member only) 

30.7 959 3020 3006

Two 23.1 1377 7473 7617
Three 36.2 1377 3371 3310
Four or more 58.0 880 1364 1252

Number of children under 14 
years old  

P(F)<0.001 
Married 17.1 1997 9385 9248
Cohabiting 31.8 935 2773 2887
Lone parent 69.8 2183 3021 3006Partnership status at MCS 3 

P(F)<0.001
Sample: MCS 3 main respondents  
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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Table 12.19: Incidence of poverty at MCS 3 by parent’s labour market status, 
education, mother’s age and housing tenure in Scotland 
  

Variables  
Percent above 
60% median 

Percent below 
60% median 

Unweighted 
base 

Housing tenure 
Own 90.1 9.9 1192
Private rent 46.7 53.3 102
Rent from LA or HA   36.8 63.2 429
Other (50.4) (49.6) 40
Total 72.4 27.6 1763

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(3) = 520.8364
Design-based F(2.84,  170.35) = 134.7345 Pr = 0.000

Combined labour market status of main and partner respondents 
Couple: Both in work or o n  leave 93.0 7.0 925
Couple: Main in work or on leave, partner not 
in work on leave (60.4) (39.6) 33
Couple: Partner in work or on leave, main not 
in work on leave 75.5 24.5 407
Couple: Both not  in work or on leave (9.8) 90.2 75
Lone parent:  In work or on leave 59.5 40.5 154
Lone parent:  Not in work or on leave (8.5) 91.5 172
Total 72.5 27.5 1766

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(7) = 757.8632
Design-based F(6.29, 377.43) = 93.6071 Pr = 0.000

Mother’s education 
NVQ level 1 53.9 (46.1) 62
NVQ level 2 63.4 36.6 421
NVQ level 3 76.2 23.8 371
NVQ level 4 90.7 9.3 559
NVQ level 5 90.0 (10.0) 156
Overseas and other qualifications (56.8) (43.2) 28
None of these 28.1 71.9 168
Total 72.5 27.5 1765

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(6) = 323.5116
Design-based F(5.22  313.11) = 45.2173 Pr = 0.000

Mother’s age at MCS 3   
Under 26 39.1 60.9 177
26-30 60.4 39.6 293
31-35 77.6 22.4 486
36-40 83.6 16.4 530
41 and above 81.5 18.5 282
Total 72.5 27.5 1768

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(4) = 183.1117
Design-based F(3.26  195.37) = 40.9933 Pr = 0.000
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Father’s education 
NVQ level 1 (68.4) (31.6) 43
NVQ level 2 81.1 18.9 339
NVQ level 3 87.4 (12.6) 261
NVQ level 4 96.4 (3.6) 362
NVQ level 5 90.3 (9.7) 166
Overseas and other qualifications (72.6) (27.4) 35
None of these 46.7 53.3 118
Total 83.7 16.3 1324

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(6) = 233.3056
Design-based F(5.15,  309.26) = 26.3661 Pr = 0.000

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.20: UK Incidence of income poverty at MCS 3 by parent’s labour-
market status, education, mother’s age and housing tenure 
 
Categories Per cent 

below 
60% 

Observed 
sample 

(n) 

Unweighted 
base (N) 

Weighted 
base 

Combined labour-market status of the main and partner respondents 
Couple: Both in work or 
on leave 

7.4 549 6926 7094 

Couple: Main in work or 
on leave, partner not in 
work nor on leave 

51.7 199 367 314 

Couple: Partner in work 
or on leave, main not in 
work nor on leave 

27.9 1353 3959 3925 

Couple: Both not in work 
nor on leave 

89.2 834 920 811 

Lone parent: working 38.5 488 1191 1243 
Lone parent: not working 92.4 1693 1820 1753 

P(F)<0.001  
Father’s education (excluding non-father partner respondent) 
NVQ level 1 30.5 230 661 679 
NVQ level 2 19.4 609 2861 2914 
NVQ level 3 16.1 298 1620 1657 
NVQ level 4 (8.2) 266 2845 3022 
NVQ level 5 (8.0) 134 1254 1285 
Overseas and other 
qualifications 

38.3 217 473 415 

None of these 50.8 685 1262 1089 
P(F)<0.001  

Mother’s education 
NVQ level 1 49.6 600 1120 1131 
NVQ level 2 34.1 1483 4050 4218 
NVQ level 3 24.4 593 2192 2150 
NVQ level 4 10.5 492 3991 4140 
NVQ level 5 (10.8) 125 1128 1123 
Overseas and other 
qualifications 

56.6 271 433 388 

None of these 69.2 1351 878 1648 
P(F)<0.001  

Mother’s age at MCS 3 
Under 26 66.0 1045 1565 1555 
26-30 44.9 1279 2697 2555 
31-35 25.7 1298 4442 4455 
36-40 4209 
41 and above  19.5 431 1995 2046 

P(F)<0.001  
Housing tenure 
Own 12.8 1532 9721 9777 
Rent privately 52.5 761 1322 1329 
Rent from LA/HA* 68.1 2596 3686 3605 
Other 46.6 215 419 407 
 P(F)<0.001  
 Sample: MCS 3 main respondents  

* LA/HA: Local authority/Housing association 
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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Table 12.21: Poverty rates for families with health problems in Scotland 
 

 
Percent above 
60% median 

Percent below 
60% median 

Unweighted 
sample 

Whether cm has longstanding illness 
Yes 66.3 33.7 321
No 73.8 26.2 1442
Total 72.4 27.6 1763

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 7.5435
Design-based F(1.00,  60.00) = 4.1630 Pr = 0.046

Whether cohort member’s  illnesses limit activity 
Yes 59.8 40.2 97
No 73.2 26.8 1666
Total 72.4 27.6 1763

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 8.3346
Design-based F(1.00,  60.00) = 6.5960 Pr = 0.013

Main or partner has a longstanding illness limiting  activity 
No 74.5 25.5 1407
Yes 64.5 35.5 358
Total 72.4 27.6 1765

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(1) = 14.2996
Design-based F(1.00,   60.00) = 12.3948 Pr = 0.001

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
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Table 12.22: UK poverty rates for families with health problems 
 
Categories Per 

cent 
below 

‘poverty 
line’ 

Observed 
sample- 
base (N) 

Weighted 
base 

Whether cohort child has longstanding illness  

Yes 34.6 2979 2972

No 29.4 12172 12145

P(F)<0.001

Whether cohort child’s illness limits activity (sub-
sample of families whose child has a longstanding 
illness) 

Yes 39.7 949 894

No 32.5 2030 2078

P(F)= 0.0004

Main or partner has a longstanding illness limiting 
activity 

Yes 37.6 3178 3089

No 28.6 12002 12054

P(F)<0.001
Sample: MCS 3 main respondents  
Responses apply to the first cohort child in a family with twins or triplets 
Percentage weighted by weight2 and adjusted for unit non-response (bovwt2) 
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Figure 12.1: Percentage of families above or below poverty line at both MCS1 
and MCS 3 (n= 1630) in Scotland 

 
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
 
 

 
 
Sample: MCS 3 main respondents also productive at MCS 1. 
 

Figure 12.2: Percentage of all UK families above or below 60% poverty line at 
both MCS 1 and MCS 3 
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Figure 12.3: Percentage of families above or below poverty line at both MCS 2 
and MCS 3 (n= 1385) in Scotland  
 

 
 
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS3. 
 

 
 
Sample: MCS 3 main respondents also productive at MCS 2. 
 
 

Figure 12.4: Percentage of all UK families above or below 60% poverty line at 
both MCS 2 and MCS 3 
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Table 13.1: Residential mobility between MCS 2 and 3 by UK country of 
interview at MCS 1 

 
Non mover Mover N Country of 

interview % CI % CI  
England 76.6 [75.3,77.8] 23.4 [22.2,24.7] 9759 
Wales 81.1 [79.1,82.9] 18.9 [17.1,20.9] 2143 
Scotland 72.4 [70.3,74.5] 27.6 [25.5,29.7] 1804 
Northern Ireland 70.3 [62.5,77.1] 29.7 [22.9,37.5] 1535 
Total 75.9 [74.6,77.2] 24.1 [22.8,25.4] 15241 

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(3) = 81.6913 
Design-based F(1.50,  582.48) = 5.7681, Pr = 0.007 

Sample: MCS3 main respondents; five families were excluded because their country of interview was 
unknown.  
 
 
 
Table 13.2: Residential mobility between MCS 2 and MCS 3 by family housing 
tenure at MCS 2 in Scotland 
 
Housing tenure Not moved (%) Moved (%) Unweghted sample 
Own 79.1 20.9 1224 
Renting privately 37.4 62.6 109 
Renting from LA or HA  65.3 34.7 433 
Other (57.7) (42.3) 42 
Total 72.3 27.7 1808 

Uncorrected   chi2(3)         =  116.0670 
Design-based  F(2.88, 172.83) =   31.4198     P = 0.0000 

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 13.3: UK residential mobility between MCS 2 and MCS 3 by family tenure 
at MCS 2 
 
Tenure Mover % (n) Base (N) 
Own 17.8 9725
Renting privately 51.7 1322
Renting social housing* 27.6 3688
Other 39.4 420
Total 23.7 15155
 P<0.001
Sample: MCS3 main respondents  
Notes: Weighted percentages, (unweighted sample numbers), observed base numbers,  91 families were 
excluded because family tenure was not known, not applicable or the respondent refused to answer, *social 
housing is renting from a local authority or a housing association Weighting allows for unit non-response at 
sweep 2. 
 
 
 
Table 13.4: Residential mobility between MCS 2 and MCS 3 by type of 
accommodation at MCS 2 in Scotland 
 

Type of accommodation 
Not 
moved Moved 

Unweighted 
sample 

House or bungalow 75.0 25.0 1422
Flat or maisonette 63.2 36.8 374
Studio, room, bedsit, other 
answer (37.4) (62.6) 10
Total 72.3 27.7 1806

Uncorrected   chi2(2)         =   26.6025

Design-based  F(1.88, 112.63) =   11.5369,  P = 0.0000
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 13.5: UK residential mobility between MCS 2 and MCS 3 by type of 
accommodation at MCS 2 
 
Tenure Mover 

%(n) 
Base 
(N) 

House or bungalow 22.4  13602 
Flat or maisonette 33.7  1442 
All other*  45.8  79 
Total 23.6  15123 
 P<0.001 
 
Sample: MCS3 main respondents: Weighted percentages, (unweighted sample numbers), observed base 
numbers, *All other includes studio flat, rooms or bedsit, etc. 123 families were excluded because type of 
accommodation was not known, not applicable or the respondent refused to answer. Weighting allows for unit 
non-response at sweep 2 
 
 
Table 13.6:   Residential mobility between MCS 2 and MCS 3 by combined 
labour-market status of the main respondent and partner at MCS 3 in Scotland 
 

 
Not 
moved Moved 

Unweighted 
sample 

Combined labour market status of main and partner respondents 
Couple: Both in work or o n  
leave 77.3 22.7 944
Couple: Main in work or on 
leave, partner not in work 
on leave (77.4) (22.6) 33
Couple: Partner in work or 
on leave, main not in work 
on leave 73.3 26.7 425
Couple: Both not  in work or 
on leave 55.2 44.8 75
Lone parent:  In work or on 
leave 65.6 34.4 159
Lone parent:  Not in work or 
on leave 57.2 42.8 176
Total 72.2 27.8 1812

Uncorrected   chi2(5)         =   49.8875
Design-based  F(6.11, 366.66) =    5.8,P = 0.0000

Sample: MCS3 main and partner respondents in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 13.7: UK Residential mobility between MCS 2 and MCS 3 by combined 
labour-market status of main respondent and partner at MCS 3 
 
Combined labour-market status Mover % (n) Base (N)
Couple - both in work or on leave 18.7  6928
Couple - main in work or on leave, partner not in work nor on leave 23.6  367
Couple - partner in work or on leave, main not in work nor on leave 23.6  3962
Couple - both not in work nor on leave 29.0  921
Lone parent, working 32.7  1193
Lone parent, not working 34.9  1828
Total 23.7  15199
 P<0.001

Notes: Weighted percentages, (unweighted sample numbers), observed base numbers,  
Sample: MCS3 main respondents; 47 families were excluded due to partner non-response or there was no 
parental interview. Weighting allows for unit non-response at sweep 2 
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Table 13.8: `Good area for raising children?’ by UK country of interview at MCS 3 
England 

 
Wales 

 
Scotland 

 
Northern Ireland 

 
Total 

 N 
 % CI % CI % CI % CI % CI  
Excellent 29.8 [27.7,32.0] 35.1 [30.6,39.8] 39.8 [35.6,44.1] 47.6 [42.9,52.3] 34.1 [32.4,35.9] 4541
Good 41.4 [39.8,42.9] 41.0 [38.5,43.6] 37.0 [34.0,40.1] 36.4 [33.0,40.0] 40.1 [38.9,41.3] 6108
Average 21.7 [20.4,23.1] 17.9 [15.4,20.7] 18.1 [15.7,20.9] 12.1 [10.0,14.6] 19.5 [18.4,20.5] 3335
Poor 4.9 [4.3,5.6] 4.7 [3.7,6.0] 3.7 [2.7,5.2] 2.9 [2.1,3.9] 4.5 [4.0,5.0] 820
Very poor 2.2 [1.8,2.6] 1.3 [0.8,2.1] 1.3 [0.7,2.6] 1.0 [0.5,1.9] 1.8 [1.5,2.1] 336
Total 100  100 100 100  100 15140
N 9683  2129 1799 1529  

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(12) = 304.0814
Design-based F(7.86,  3057.52) = 10.0150 Pr = 0.000

Sample: MCS3 main respondents. 
 
Table 13.9: ‘Good area for raising children?’  by combined labour market status of main and partner  
respondents at MCS 3 in Scotland 
 
Combined labour market status of main and 
partner respondents Excellent Good Average Poor 

Very 
poor 

Unweighted 
sample 

Couple: Both in work or on  leave 46.3 39.5 11.7 (2.3) (0.2) 942
Couple: Main in work or on leave, partner not in work 
on leave (24.3) (36.1) (35.5) (4.0) 33
Couple: Partner in work or on leave, main not in 
work on leave 41.6 35.9 19.2 2.5 0.9 423
Couple: Both not  in work or on leave (12.6) (28.5) (36.8) (14.6) (7.5) 75
Lone parent:  In work or on leave 34.7 31.6 28.9 3.8 1.0 158
Lone parent:  Not in work or on leave 20.3 34.7 28.3 (11.4) (5.3) 176
Total 39.5 36.9 18.3 4.0 1.3 1808

 Uncorrected   chi2(20)        =  231.7922
Design-based  F(14.23, 853.54)=    7.8015     P = 0.0000

Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS1.
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Table 13.10: ‘Good area for raising children’ in UK by combined labour-market 
status of main respondent and partner at MCS 3 
 

Whether ‘good area for raising children’   
Excellent Good Average Poor Very 

poor 
Total % (n) 

Both in work or on 
leave 37.8 43.5 15.6 2.2  0.5  100   (6905)
Main in work or 
on leave, partner 
not in work nor on 
leave 25.9 37.3 27.6 (6.9) (2.3) 100     (367)
Partner in work or 
on leave, main 
not in work nor on 
leave 32.6 40.8 20.7 3.9  1.6  100   (3940)
Both not in work 
nor on leave 14.8 38.2 30.7 9.5  6.3  100     (913)
Lone parent, 
working 26.9 36.8 25.3 6.9  3.7  100   (1189)

  
Combined 
labour 
market 

Lone parent, not 
working 15.2 32.6 33.0 13.1  5.9  100   (1820)

Total 31.4 40.5 20.8 4.8  2.0  100 (15134)
 P<0.001
 
Sample:MCS3 main respondents 
Notes: Weighted percentages, (unweighted sample numbers), observed base numbers, 101 families were 
excluded because the respondent did not know or refused to answer, and a further 11 families were excluded 
because the partner was not resident. Weighting allows for unit non-response at sweep 2. 
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Table 13.11:  How “safe you feel this area is” by UK country of interview at MCS 3 
 

England 
 

Wales 
 

Scotland 
 

Northern Ireland 
 

Total 
 N 

 % CI % CI % CI % CI % CI  
Very safe 31.4 [29.7,33.2] 39.6 [35.9,43.5] 40.7 [37.2,44.3] 54.7 [51.0,58.4] 33.6 [32.1,35.1] 5184
Fairly safe 54.0 [52.6,55.5] 48.5 [45.6,51.5] 49.3 [46.3,52.3] 39.2 [36.1,42.4] 52.8 [51.5,54.0] 7800
Neither safe nor unsafe 8.7 [8.0,9.4] 7.0 [5.8,8.4] 6.7 [5.4,8.3] 3.4 [2.5,4.7] 8.2 [7.6,8.8] 1261
Fairly unsafe 4.5 [4.0,5.0] 3.8 [2.8,5.1] 2.7 [2.0,3.7] 2.1 [1.4,3.1] 4.2 [3.8,4.6] 687
Very unsafe 1.4 [1.1,1.7] 1.1 [0.7,1.7] 0.5 [0.3,1.1] 0.6 [0.3,1.2] 1.3 [1.1,1.5] 213
Total 100 100 100 100 100 15145
N 9688 2129 1799 1529 

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(12) = 206.8339
Design-based F(8.46,  3291.13) = 19.3093,  Pr = 0.000

 
Sample: MCS3 main respondents in Scotland at MCS1
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Table 14.1: Mothers’ attendance at religious services in Scotland 
 
 How often attends religious services  
Religion main Weekly Monthly Less than 

monthly 
Rarely or 
never 

Total N 

 % % % % %  
Protestant 16.6 12.0 15.4 56.0 100 523
Catholic 34.1 13.2 11.5 41.2 100 324
Christian - no denom and 
Other 

(22.3) (5.6) (10.8) 61.3 100 118

Hindu (0) (0) (0) (100) 100 2
Jew (0) (0) (100) (0) 100 1
Muslim (17.0) (17.0) (29.8) (36.2) 100 13
Sikh (38.3) (23.4) (38.3) (0) 100 3
Buddhist (0) (100) (0) (0) 100 1
Other (45.1) (27.5) (0) (27.5) 100 3
Total 22.7 11.8 13.9 51.6 100 988
       

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(24) = 71.6337    
Design-based F(11.60  695.78) = 3.0842 Pr = 0.000    

Sample: All MCS3 mothers in Scotland at MCS1. 
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 Figure 14.1: Religious participation of UK mothers 
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Sample: All MCS3 mothers. 
 



 254 

Table 14.2: Mother’s NS-SEC and religious affiliation in Scotland  
  
NS-SEC 5 classes 
highest of main or 

partner 

None Protestant Catholic Christian 
- no 

denom 
and 

Other 

Hindu Jew Muslim Sikh Buddhist Other Total N 

 % % % % % % % % % % %  
Managers and prof. 33.6 38.6 19.5 7.3 (0.2) (0.3) (0.2) (0.2) (0.2) 100 724 
Intermediate 45.4 29.8 14.1 (10.3)  (0) (0.4) 100 203 
Small employers & 
self-employed 

42.6 32.3 (13.9) (9.5)  (1.7) 100 87 

Lower supervisory 
& technical 

48.6 32.9 (14.7) (3.9)  100 115 

Semi-routine and 
routine 

52.3 23.2 16.8 (5.6) (0.5)  (1.2) (0.5) 100 282 

Total 40.4 33.7 17.5 7.3 (0.2) (0.2) (0.4) (0.1) (0.1) (0.1) 100 1,411 
             

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(36) = 67.8889          
Design-based 
F(14.69 

 881.52) = 2.3693 Pr = 0.003          

 
Sample: All MCS3 mothers in Scotland at MCS1. 
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Table 14.3: UK mother’s NS-SEC and religious affiliation 
 
Religion Managerial 

and 
Professional 

Intermediate Small 
employer/ 
self-
employed 

Lower 
support 
and 
technical

Semi-
routine 
and 
routine 

Total 

32.7 41.1 35.5 46.3 47.5 37.4 None 
1676 561 380 368 915 3900 

   
38.6 33.7 33.7 30.5 25.0 34.7 

 
Protestant 
 
 

1915 479 345 250 498 3487 

   
12.6 10.9 10.4 10.6 10.3 11.7 

 
Catholic  
 
 

803 224 153 115 297 1592 

   
11.9 9.9 10.0 7.5 9.4 10.7 

 
Christian  
 
 

611 145 110 61 181 1108 

  
1.1 (1.2) (1.4) (0.7) 1.6 1.2 

 
Hindu  
 
 

81 29 24 12 43 189 

   
(0.3) (0.4) (0.2) (0.4) (0.1) (0.3) 

 
Jew  
 
 

18 5 1 2 3 29 

  
1.6 1.8 7.3 3.4 4.9 2.9 

 
Muslim  
 
 

130 44 159 60 175 568 

  
0.6 (0.8) (1.1) (0.4) 0.9 0.7 

 
Sikh  
 
 

41 14 15 5 32 107 

    
(0.2) (0.1) (0.2) (0.1) (0.2) 

 
Buddhist  
 
 

12 2 2 3 19 

   
(0.3) (0.2) (0.3) (0.3) (0.2) 

 
Other  
 
 

16 2 5 2 25 

  
100 100 100 100 100 100 

 
Total % 

5303 1505 1194 875 2147 11024 
 F=9.47, P>F =  0.000 
Sample: All MCS3 mothers. 
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 Table 14.4: Mother’s NS-SEC and attending religious services in Scotland 
 
 How often attends religious services  
Religion main Weekly Monthly Less than 

monthly 
Rarely or 

never 
Total N 

 % % % % %  
Protestant 16.6 12.0 15.4 56.0 100 523
Catholic 34.1 13.2 11.5 41.2 100 324
Christian - no denom and 
Other 

(22.3) (5.6) (10.8) 61.3 100 118

Hindu (0) (0) (0) (100) 100 2
Jew (0) (0) (100) (0) 100 1
Muslim 17.0 17.0 (29.8) (36.2) 100 13
Sikh (38.3) (23.4) (38.3) (0) 100 3
Buddhist (0) (100) (0) (0) 100 1
Other (45.1) (27.5) (0) (27.5) 100 3
Total 22.7 11.8 13.9 51.6 100 988
   

Pearson: Uncorrected chi2(24) = 71.6337    
Design-based F(11.60  695.78) = 3.0842 Pr = 0.000    

Sample: All MCS3 mothers in Scotland at MCS1. 
 
 
Figure 14.2: UK mother’s NS-SEC and attending religious services 
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Sample: All MCS3 mothers. 
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