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This publication provides results of the annual survey on children educated outwith 
school. In previous years, these statistics have been presented with projections of 
pupil numbers. This year, projections of pupil numbers will form part of Pupils in 
Scotland which is to be published on 17 November 2009.  

The main findings of children educated outwith school are:  

• In 2008/09 there were 827 children who received local authority education at 
home or in hospital due to prolonged ill-health, or through special 
arrangements put in place as a result of family illness (this compares with 872 
in 2007/08, a decrease of 5.2 per cent). 

 
•  A further 239 children received education at home under ‘other 

extraordinary circumstances’ (this compares with 225 in 2007/08, an 
increase of 6.2 per cent). Examples of ‘other extraordinary circumstances’ 
include: where pupils are unable to attend school because of geographical 
remoteness, travellers’ children who may spend part of the school year 
outwith school and prolonged adverse weather affecting the ability of island 
children to attend school.   

 
• In 2008/09, 580 children were known by local authorities to be receiving home 

education as a result of parental choice, who had at some point in the past 
been in local authority school education (this compares with 579 in 2007/08, 
no significant change).  

 
• Another 175 children who had never been in local authority school education 

were known by local authorities to be receiving home education as a result of 
parental choice (this compares with 177 in 2007/08, no significant change). It 
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is recognised that there may be more children educated outwith school who 
are not currently known to local authorities. Parents of children who have 
never attended a local authority school are not required to seek the consent of 
their local authority in order to educate them at home. If local authorities 
become aware of such children they have a responsibility to intervene if an 
efficient and suitable education is not being provided. 

 
• The total number of children known to be educated at home due to parental 

choice, 755, represents 0.1 per cent of the population aged 5-15 (unchanged 
on 2007/08).   
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BACKGROUND NOTES  
 

1. This survey was run for the first time in Autumn 2001.  Local authorities provided 
details of all children who were educated outwith school at any point during the 
school year, whether out of necessity (Section 14 of the Education (Scotland) Act 
1980) or by parental choice (Section 30).  The survey replaced and extended the 
previous survey of pupils educated outwith school (SC4) which provided only a 
snapshot picture of Section 14 children during a given week in September.  

 
2. Following the Standards in Scotland's Schools etc. Act 2000 education authorities 

must make special arrangements for the education of children who are unable to 
attend school because of prolonged ill-health and exemptions caused by family 
illness.  The Executive issued guidance to authorities on this duty in December 
2001.  Authorities may also make special arrangements for children who cannot 
attend because of extraordinary circumstances. 

 
3. Section 30 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 states that parents have a duty to 

provide efficient education for their school age children which is suited to their age, 
ability and aptitude.  They may do this by ensuring that their child attends a local 
authority school regularly, or by other means, including the provision of education 
at home.  Children who receive education at home under Section 30 do so as a 
result of parental choice, and are distinct from those who, due to illness or 
exceptional circumstances, are unable to attend school.  

 
4. Parents of children who have started to attend a local authority school must seek 

the LA’s consent before withdrawing their child from school to educate them at 
home.  LAs reported that they were aware of 580 such children who were 
educated at home in 2008/09.  Parents of children who have never attended a 
local authority school are not required to seek the consent of their LA in order to 
educate them at home.  LAs reported that they were aware of 175 such children, 
although there are likely to be others. If LAs become aware of such children they 
have a responsibility to intervene if an efficient and suitable education is not being 
provided.  

 
5. The Scottish Government publishes guidance on home education for local 

authorities and parents. The purpose of this guidance is to promote a consistency 
of approach across Scotland by setting out the legislative position, providing 
advice on the roles and responsibilities of education authorities and parents, and 
giving examples of good practice. The latest guidance published electronically in 
January 2008 is available on the Scottish Government website at 

      http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/12/17133313/0 
 

Symbols 
 
6. The following symbols are used: 
      --- = disclosure control 
       *  = disclosive data  
       -  = nil or rounds to nil 
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General 
7. This is a National Statistics publication.  National Statistics are produced to 

high professional standards set out in the National Statistics Code of Practice. 
They undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet 
customer needs.  They are produced free from any political interference. 

8. This report was edited by: Paul Gona and James Boyce 

9. All tables are available on the Scottish Government website at 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/stats/bulletins/00768 
 

 
Enquiries 

10. Public enquiries (non-media) about the information contained in this statistical 
publication notice should be addressed to: 
Paul Gona,      
Education Analytical Services, 
Scottish Government Education Directorate,   
Area 1-B South, Victoria Quay    
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ   

  Telephone: 0131 244 0183   
  or e-mail school.stats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk. 
11. Media enquiries about the information in this statistical publication notice should be 

addressed to: 
Tom Whittles: 0131 244 2530 

 
Statistical Publication Notice 
  
October 27th, 2009 
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NB. Table 1 in previous publications of the statistical series: Children Educated Outwith School in Scotland, 
have presented national level figures on the numbers of children educated outwith school, each year from 
2001/02. Table 1 (below) presents data for 2007/08 and 2008/09 only. On the advice of local authorities, we 
have concerns over the accuracy of figures going back in time. Coupled with previous revisions to these 
data, we present below the most recent data (2008/09) and revised data for 2007/08.  

We will revise previous publications on the Scottish Government website. 

 
Table 1: Children Educated Outwith School in Scotland, 2007/08 to 2008/09 

 
Purpose: This table presents national level statistics for 2008/09 and 2007/08. These statistics relate to 
children who were educated outwith school at any point during the school year, whether out of necessity 
(Section 14 of the Education (Scotland) Act 1980) or by parental choice (Section 30). 
 
 Receiving education under  Receiving education under 
 Section 14  Section 30 

 

Due to 
prolonged ill-

health or 
illness of 

family 
member(1) 

Other extraordinary 
circumstances 

Total 
receiving 
education 

under 
Section 

14 

 

Withdrawn 
from local 
authority 
school 

Never 
attended 

local 
authority 
school 

Total 
receiving 
education 

under 
Section 

30 
2007/08 872 225 1,097  579 177 756
2008/09 827 239 1,066  580 175 755

 
 (1) In 2007/08, the published statistics for children receiving education under Section 14 due to prolonged ill-health or illness of family 
member  used 2006/07 figures for Glasgow City (Glasgow City were not able to produce a 2007/08 figure at the time). The 872 figure 
above includes the revised 2007/08 return for Glasgow City. 
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 Table 2: Children Educated Outwith School, by Local Authority, 2008/09(1) 
 Receiving education under 

Section 14 
Receiving education 

under Section 30 
  

 Due to 
prolonged ill-

health or illness 
of family 
member  

Other 
extraordinary 

circumstances 

Withdrawn 
from local 
authority 
school 

Never 
attended 

local 
authority 
school 

Total 
children 

educated 
outwith 
school 

Population 
aged 

5-15(2) 
Aberdeen City 13 - 11 5 29 22,119
Aberdeenshire ------------------3----------------- 37 8 48 32,486
Angus 8 - 16 11 35 13,905
Argyll & Bute 15 2 25 2 44 10,949
Clackmannanshire - - 10 4 14 6,649
       
Dumfries & Galloway 8 4 29 1 42 17,774
Dundee City 7 - 13 - 20 15,809
East Ayrshire 8 2 24 4 38 14,968
East Dunbartonshire 22 - 10 - 32 14,160
East Lothian 17 - 11 1 29 12,944
       
East Renfrewshire ------------------1----------------- - 8 9 12,992
Edinburgh, City of 155 19 33 - 207 47,088
Eilean Siar 5 - 3 6 14 3,226
Falkirk 12 - 20 - 32 19,230
Fife 32 24 49 3 108 44,823
      
Glasgow City 317 136 20 4 477 63,751
Highland 17 9 47 50 123 27,463
Inverclyde 4 14 ------------1----------- 19 9,863
Midlothian 7 7 ------------4----------- 18 10,682
Moray 5 3 14 2 24 11,072
      
North Ayrshire 17 - 23 14 54 17,353
North Lanarkshire 34 - 39 4 77 43,256
Orkney Islands ------------------1----------------- 8 5 14 2,491
Perth & Kinross 17 - 29 8 54 17,891
Renfrewshire 23 - 6 - 29 21,114
       
Scottish Borders 15 8 37 8 68 14,198
Shetland Islands 6 - 10 8 24 3,033
South Ayrshire 15 9 20 5 49 13,150
South Lanarkshire 18 - 16 5 39 39,566
Stirling 9 - 5 4 18 11,664
      
West Dunbartonshire ------------------4----------------- ------------3----------- 7 11,184
West Lothian 14 - 7 5 26 23,709
      
Scotland 827 239 580 175 1,821 630,562

(1) Data has been merged where the total number of pupils in a section is less than five.  
(2) Mid-year population estimates as at 30th June 2008.  Please note, however, that children being educated outwith school may be 
aged under 5 or over 15 years old.          
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Table 3: Children receiving education under section 14, 2007/08 to 2008/09(1) 

 Receiving education under Section 14 
 Due to prolonged ill-health or 

illness of family member(2) 
Other extraordinary 

circumstances 
 2007/08 2008/09 2007/08 2008/09 
Aberdeen City 13 13 - - 
Aberdeenshire * * * * 
Angus 15 8 - - 
Argyll & Bute 17 15 3 2 
Clackmannanshire * - * - 
     
Dumfries & Galloway 6 8 - 4 
Dundee City 12 7 - - 
East Ayrshire 20 8 1 2 
East Dunbartonshire 22 22 - - 
East Lothian 14 17 1 - 
     
East Renfrewshire - * - * 
Edinburgh, City of 123 155 19 19 
Eilean Siar - 5 - - 
Falkirk 24 12 - - 
Fife 37 32 24 24 
     
Glasgow City 327 317 123 136 
Highland 28 17 9 9 
Inverclyde 13 4 6 14 
Midlothian 8 7 7 7 
Moray 3 5 6 3 
     
North Ayrshire 48 17 - - 
North Lanarkshire 15 34 - - 
Orkney Islands * * * * 
Perth & Kinross 8 17 1 - 
Renfrewshire 10 23 - - 
     
Scottish Borders 15 15 6 8 
Shetland Islands 5 6 - - 
South Ayrshire 8 15 9 9 
South Lanarkshire 28 18 - - 
Stirling 25 9 7 - 
     
West Dunbartonshire * * * * 
West Lothian 17 14 1 - 
   
Scotland 872 827 225 239 

(1) Data has been disclosure checked where total number of pupils in a section is less than five. 
(2) In 2007/08, the published statistics for children receiving education under Section 14 due to prolonged ill-health or illness of family 
member used 2006/07 figures for Glasgow City. The 327 figure is the revised Glasgow City return. 
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Table 4: Children receiving education under section 30, 2007/08 to 2008/09(1) 

 Receiving education under Section 30 
 Withdrawn from local authority 

school 
Never attended local authority 

school 
 2007/08 2008/09 2007/08 2008/09 
Aberdeen City 15 11 7 5 
Aberdeenshire 39 37 7 8 
Angus 12 16 8 11 
Argyll & Bute 27 25 3 2 
Clackmannanshire 11 10 5 4 
   
Dumfries & Galloway 27 29 3 1 
Dundee City 10 13 - - 
East Ayrshire 14 24 7 4 
East Dunbartonshire 5 10 - - 
East Lothian 13 11 1 1 
   
East Renfrewshire 1 - 12 8 
Edinburgh, City of 43 33 - - 
Eilean Siar 5 3 7 6 
Falkirk 15 20 - - 
Fife 49 49 8 3 
   
Glasgow City 25 20 4 4 
Highland 48 47 38 50 
Inverclyde * * * * 
Midlothian * * * * 
Moray 19 14 2 2 
   
North Ayrshire 21 23 12 14 
North Lanarkshire 44 39 4 4 
Orkney Islands 3 8 7 5 
Perth & Kinross 33 29 8 8 
Renfrewshire 6 6 - - 
    
Scottish Borders 27 37 7 8 
Shetland Islands 11 10 8 8 
South Ayrshire 17 20 7 5 
South Lanarkshire 20 16 6 5 
Stirling 7 5 2 4 
   
West Dunbartonshire * * * * 
West Lothian 7 7 4 5 
   
Scotland 579 580 177 175 

(1) Data has been disclosure checked where total number of pupils in a section is less than five. 
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
OUR AIM 
 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, business and the 
people of Scotland. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
1. To produce statistics and analysis relevant to user needs by 

• Developing our understanding of customer requirements to ensure statistics are kept relevant and analysis is 
well targeted;  

• Developing the range of statistics and analysis we produce; 
• Where practicable improving timeliness; 
• Providing more statistics disaggregated by age, gender and ethnicity; 
• Developing more data for small areas through the Neighbourhood Statistics project; 
• Contributing to production of comparable statistics across the UK and internationally. 

 
2. To ensure effective use of our statistics by 

• Contributing more directly to policy processes inside and where possible outside government; 
• Improving access to and presentation of data and analysis; 
• Improving the advice provided on statistics. 

 
3. To work effectively with users and providers by 

• Maintaining arrangements to consult and involve users and providers; 
• Involving users and providers in planning developments in outputs and processes; 
• Minimising the burden on data providers through dropping or streamlining collections as appropriate, to ensure 

the benefits of the information justify the costs of collection. 
 
4. To develop the quality of statistics by 

• Assuring and improving quality as an integral part of data collection and analysis and through regular reviews in 
line with National Statistics quality strategy; 

• Developing statistical methods, systems and classifications; 
• Working with the rest of the Government Statistical Service to develop joint approaches/solutions where 

appropriate. 
 
5. To assure the integrity of statistics by 

• Maintaining and promoting integrity through implementation of the National Statistics Code of Practice and 
related protocols; 

• Safeguarding the confidentiality of data subjects. 
 
6. To ensure the efficient and effective delivery of statistics products and services by 

• Making best use of all sources including administrative sources; 
• Working with other analysts to maximise the contribution of our own and other analysts’ work; 
• Ensuring value for money; 
• Making best use of Information and Communications Technology; 
• Ensuring effective communication within the Statistician Group. 

 
7. To develop our workforce and competences 

• Ensuring recruitment of staff with the necessary skills and potential; 
• Ensuring development of expertise amongst existing staff; 
• Promoting and upholding the standards of the statistics profession. 
 

 
This is a National Statistics publication 
 
"This is a National Statistics publication.  It has been produced to high professional standards set out in the National 
Statistics Code of Practice Protocol - see www.statistics.gov.uk/about_ns/cop/default.asp 

 
These statistics undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they meet customer needs.  They are 
produced free from any political interference." 
 
Details of pre-release access will be provided in the Scottish Government Statistics Website under 'Forthcoming 
Publications' 
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Official and National Statistics are produced to high professional standards set out in the Code of 
Practice for Official Statistics at http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/code-of-practice/code-
of-practice-for-official-statistics.pdf. Both undergo regular quality assurance reviews to ensure that they 
meet customer needs and are produced free from any political interference. 
 
Statistics assessed, or subject to assessment, by the UK Statistics Authority carry the National Statistics 
label, a stamp of assurance that the statistics have been produced and explained to high standards and 
that they serve the public good. 
  
Further information about Official and National Statistics can be found on the UK Statistics Authority 
website at www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk  
 
SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN GROUP 
 
Our Aim 
To provide relevant and reliable information, analysis and advice that meet the needs of government, 
business and the people of Scotland. 
 
For more information on the Statistician Group, please see the Scottish Government website at 
www.scotland.gov.uk/statistics   
 
Correspondence and enquiries 
Enquiries on this publication should be 
addressed to: 
 
Paul Gona 
Education Analytical Services 
Scottish Government Education Directorate 
Room 1-B South, Victoria Quay 
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0183;  
Fax: (0131) 244 0354 
e-mail: school.stats@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 

General enquiries on Scottish Government statistics 
can be addressed to: 
 
Office of the Chief Statistician 
Scottish Government 
1N.04, St Andrews House 
EDINBURGH   EH1 3DG 
Telephone: (0131) 244 0442 
e-mail: statistics.enquiries@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
 

 
Further contact details, e-mail addresses and details of previous and forthcoming publications can be 
found on the Scottish Government Website at www.scotland.gov.uk/statistics  
 
Complaints and suggestions 
If you are not satisfied with our service, please write to the Chief Statistician, Mr Rob Wishart, 1N.04, St 
Andrews House, Edinburgh, EH1 3DG, Telephone: (0131) 244 0302, e-mail 
rob.wishart@scotland.gsi.gov.uk.  We also welcome any comments or suggestions that would help us to 
improve our standards of service. 
 
ScotStat 
If you would like to be consulted about new or existing statistical collections or receive notification of 
forthcoming statistical publications, please register your interest on the Scottish Government ScotStat 
website at www.scotland.gov.uk/scotstat 
 
Additional copies of these publications may be purchased from Scottish Government Publication 
Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh, EH1 1YS, Telephone: 0131 622 8283 or 
0131 622 8258, Fax: 0131 557 8149. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Blackwell’s Bookshop’. 
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Crown Copyright 
Brief extracts from the Crown Copyright material in this publication may be reproduced provided the 
source is fully acknowledged. 
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